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Ajhort View of the ancient and prefeni StaU of our American Colonies, 
with fome few Qbfervations on our prefent Quarrel with them* By 
a Gentleman. 

Sine me, Liber, ibis in urbem. 

XHOUGH much has been faid on both fides concerning our 
prefent difpiites with our American Colonies^ yet the true ftate 
e cafe does not appear to me to have been hit upon by either 
party : they all argue upon general maxims of policy, and take no 
notice of the particular circumftances of fa&s, which are the only 
fure guides in fuch cafes. 

It is taken for granted that our American Colonijls are Rebels, and 
Rebellion muft be fupprefled by all poffible means. But though I pay 
a great deference to the Mlniflerial Proclamation that has declared 
them to be Rebels, yet I hope it will be no treafon to doubt whether 
that Mlnijlerial Declaration be made upon fufficient grounds or no. 

Indeed, if the word Rebellion be taken in its moft extenfive mean- 
ing, every forcible oppofition to any Government is a Rebellion againft 
that Government $ but with us, the Principles of the Revolution 4o 
allow Refijlance to be lawful in cafe of oppreifion. Therefore, before 
it can be determined whether the Americans are Rebels or no, it muft 
J)e confidered whether they have been opprejfed or no. 

In order to determine this Point^ it will be neceflary to look ba<;k 
to the original inftitution of the Colonies, and the feveral alterations 
that have been made from time to time in the Government of each, 
which will bring us to the prefent legal ftate of them. 

Here it will not be amifs to caft an eye upon the Nature of our 
Original Claim to Sovereignty over thefe Countries ; it is founded 
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upon PnV Occupancy as we were the firft difcoverers of them ; and 
it they had not been occupied by any of the human Species, that Plea 
might be good. But, alas ! their Inhabitants were very numerous, 
{they cultivated their Lands in their own way, to fupply them with 
the neceflartes of Life which was all they wanted ; their Cachiques 
were their Kings, and many of tfrefe had Sachems, or petty Princes 
under them, and thefe were Special Occupants of the Country, which, 
by the Rules even of our Law, annihilates all claim of Common Occu- 
pancy. 

The Natives therefore had Certainly the fame right to thofe Lands, 
and their Kings to the Sovereignty of them that any Nation or King 
in Europe can have to the Lands or Sovereignty of each refpective 
Country. And their not being Christians is very abfurd, and a very 
nugatory Plea, for the Kingdom ofChrifl is not of this World ; and pro- 
pagating Religion by Fire and Sword is downright Mahometanifm.— 
♦Chrift and his Apoftles ufed other means* " 

As to the Natives formally owning themfelves to be the Subjects 
of our Sovereigns, I think no great ftrefs can be laid upon it ; for 
though fome of them have done it, after their being foundly beaten, 
that is, when compelled by mere dint of force ; yet it it certain they 
had no notion of the obligation of written Treaties, and their fre- 
quent violations of.themfhew plainly that, according to their Syftem, 
which muft be their Guide, they did not think them binding. 

Thus much for the Native Indians ; we come now to confider of 
the Englijh Settlers in that Country. But firft I muft obferve, that if 
any of the Inhabitants of the other fide of the Globe ftiould become 
fufficient Navigators to difcover England, I truft we fhould look on 
this Difcovery as a veiy weak pretence for their laying Claim to our 
Country, as Prior Occupant s^ though they knew of no fuch Country, 
nor we of any fuch people before, and yet this the real Cafe of our 
Original Claim to North America* and upon this Foundation only 
have our Kings and Queens granted Patents.to their Subjects to efta- 
blilh Settlements in that Country. 6>uo lure videant ipji. 

I come now to confider the Cafe ot thofe Englishmen who have 
fettled there. 

North America was firft difcovcred in the Year 1497 by Cabot, in 
an attempt which he made to difcover a North Weft PafTage to China \ 
but no attempt, either to navigate the Coaft, or eftablifh any Colony 
there, was made for a Century after. 

Mr. Raleigh (afterwards Sir Walter) firft fchemed the Project of 
difcovering Lands; and fettling Colonies in North Am erica , and ia 
* the year 1584 he obtained a Patent from $hiecn Elizabeth for that 
- purpofe. Upon this, he, with the afliftance of fome other private Per- 
sons, fitted out {hips, on board of which fome adventurers embarked. 
They were at firft kindly received by the Natives, and they continued 
to be fo, as long as they attempted only to trade with* them ; but as 
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ibon as they fiiewed any figns of an inclination to efldblijh Settlement* 
among them, the Natives grew jealous, and the four or five firft com- 
panies of Settlers were, either cut to pieces by the Natives, or were 
obliged to fave their lives by abandoning their ufurpations. 

It was the year 1607 before they could compafs the making any 
Settlement at all, but-about that time, under a patent granted to the 
London and Briftol Companies (Sir Walter Raleigh's Patent being 
vacated by his Attainder) a fmall one was made about fifty miles 
from the entrance of the River Powhatoc (now James Rher) in Fir- 
ginia, that Country being the Scene of our firft attempts this way ; 
they gave this Settlement the name of James Town. 

But here they were continually haralTed by the Natives, and often 
were put to great extremities by them, nor had they any peace or 
quiet till one Captain Rolfe, about 1612, married the Daughter of the 
great Indian Chief Pawhatoc. 

From this time the Colony began to flourifli, and in a few years 
they by common confent, under the direction of their Governor 
Sir George Yardly, brought their Government to a Form refembling 
that of an Englifh Parliament ; but, their Governor was appointed by 
the Company, not by the Crown. The firft SeiTion of their AfTembiy, 
or Parliament, was held in the year 1620, at James Town : and the 
Crown does not appear to have had any fhare in their Government. 

This was the Origin of our firft Settlements on the Continent of 
North America. 

By this fhort extract we fee' that the Native Americans had very juft 
notions of their property in the Lands of their own Country, and 
that they difputed every inch of ground with their invaders ; and 
had not the ufe of Fire Arms given the Englifh great advantages 
over them, they would probably have defeated all their attempts, for 
they wanted neither Courage nor Cunning. We fee likewife that 
this firft Colony fettled the Form of their Government among them* 
felves, without any intervention of an EngUJh Parliament. 

The next Settlement that falls under our confideratlon is that of* 
the Country called New England, being fo named by King Charles I. 
when Prince of Wales ; it comprehends the Colonies of Majfachufe? s 
Bay, New Plymouth % Connecticut and Rhode- Ifland, Nezv Hampjhire 
likewife, and the Province of Maine are appendages to Majfachufet* s 
Bay. The conftitution of thefe Colonies deferves a particular confi- 
deration, becaufe with thefe ourprefent Quarrel firft began, and their 
Country is now the Seat of a moft unnatural Civil War. 

Though it is more than probable that Gaiety Sir Walter Raleigh, 
and Sir Francis Drake knew of this Country, yet we have no fatis- 
fadory account of it till the year 1602, when Captain Gefnold, at the 
inftigation of Sir Francis Drake, performed a Voyage to thofe Parts ; 
after touching at many places, he at laft made a Settlement, that is, 
he built a fmall Fort, on a place which he called Martha's Vineyard, 
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and traded with the Natives, whom he found to be hofpitablc arid 
inoffenfive, but he attempted nothing farther 

This Trade proved fo advantageous, that the Merchants who em-» 
ployed Gefnoldj being chiefly Plymouth mtn y obtained a Grant froni 
King James 1. in the year 1606, authorizing them to fettle any where 
between 38 and 4.5 Degrees of North Latitude. The Country was then 
called North Virginia y and the Grantees were called the Council of 
Plymouth, 

They fentl Ships thither, and began a Settlement at the mouth of 
Sagadahock River ; but on fome of the Natives being kidnapped and 
(old to the Spaniards, at Malaga, the reft were fo incenfed againft 
the Englifh Settlers, that they were not able to continue their Settle- 
ment, though other Adventurers, who only traded with them, without 
attempting to make a Settlement in their Country, did it to great 
advantage., x 

All the, former Schemes thus proving abortive, the complete Settle* 
ment of New England owed its Rife to a Set of Diffenters, who being 
perfecuted, as they complained, for their Religion, had fled from 
England into Holland in the Reign of King James I. Sir Robert 
Naunton y , then Secretary of State, being their Friend, they by his 
means, obtained Leave to enjoy Liberty of Confcience in any Settle- 
ment they mould make in North America. 

This r oint once gained, feveral Diilenters, who were men of For- 
tune, fold their Eftates, and threw the produce into a common Bank, 
to carry on their undertaking. In the year 1616, they embarked at 
Plymouth, intending to make a Settlement under Gefnoldfs Grant above- 
mentioned. But by miftake they landed at Cape Cod y which was not 
within his Grant. However, they gave out that they had treated 
with the Cacique^ and other Principals of the Natives^ from whom they 
purchafed a Right to fettle on their Land *, which, if true, was ill 
fa£t a much better title than any Grant from the King of England 
could give them. 

Having thus acquired a Right to fettle, they fent out Parties to 
yiew the Country, and look out for a convenient fpo£ on which they 
might make their Settlement. But firft, they affociated themfelves 
by a formal Inftrument, and agreed to fubmitto fuch Laws as fhould 
l?e made (by themfelves undoubtedly) from time to time, for the 
Good of the Colony \ and they chofe one of their Company to pre- 
fide over them as Governor. Having found a convenient Spot, they 
began to build Store-houfes, and agreed to call their infant Settle- 
rrfent New Plymouth , becaufc, befides the King's Leave to emigrate, 
they had a Patent from the Council of Plymouth abovementiorted. 

They foon eftablifhed fo friendly a Correfpondence with the Na- 
tives, that their great Sachem, or King, MaJJaffbit made a Prefent, 
to them and their Heirs and SucceJJbrs for ever y of the Spot on which 
New Plymouth vtas built 3 and alfthc adjacent Lands, which was only 
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a Confirmation of the Right which they had before purchafecf ; for 
as that Leave ran in general Terms, the particular fite of their Settle- 
ment was now granted to them. 

In the year 162 1, Mr. IVeflon, one of the original Plymouth Ad- 
venturers, fent a new fupply of men, and' broke off from the Colony, 
producing a Patent for making a Settlement on part of the Maffa- 
cbufet's Bay, on propagating the Church of England worfhip ; for 
the New Plymouth men were all rigid Di /Tenters. But this Settle- 
ment was prevented by the oppofitionof the Natives, who had formed 
a confpiracy to cut off all Wtflon's Party. But the Plymouth men^ 
coming accidentally to the knowledge of the Plot, difcovered it td 
them, and faved their lives, on which they left the Country. 

In 162?, the New Plymouthers, who all this while held their pof- 
feffion under an Agreement with the Council of Plymouth, had ftou- 
rifhed fo nvuch that, in feven years they offered to buy out the Paten- 
tees, who accepted the offer. And now the Colonifts erected them^ 
felves into a Republic. 

' In the year 1627, the Puritans in England bid a fcheme for making 
a Settlement at Majfachufet' s Bay of their own Body : at the head of 
which Scheme was one Mr. John IVhhe y the Puritan Mrnifter of 
Dorchefler y who procured a Patent from the Council of Plymouth to fe- 
veral Gentlemen, for all that part of the Country that lies three miles 
North of the River Merrimack^ which falls into the Sea near SaUJbury^ 
and three miles South of Charles Rivcr^ which falls into the Sea neat 
Bo/ion, at the bottom of Majfachufet' 's Bay. But the number of Pa- 
tentees being much cnCreafed, Mr. White the next year got a new 
Patent, by which they were incorporated by the name of the Governor 
and Company of Majfachufet* s Bay in New England^ and they Were itnr- 
po we reel to elecl a Governor , Deputy Governor , and Magijlrates y and 
to make Plantation Laws, provided they were not repugnant to the 
Laws of England ; and Liberty of Confcience was granted to all 
that ftiould fettle there. This Patent was confirmed by a Grant 
from King Charlesl. to hold the faid Lands, as mentioned in the Pa- 
tent of the Plymouth Company, of him, as part of his Mannour of 
Eafl Greenwich ^ in common Soccage, paying to his Majefty one fifth 
part of all the Gold and Silver ore found there. This is the firft 
Grant of particular Lands in America that ever bur Kings attempted 
to make. Of the Nature of fuch Grants I have faid fomething be- 
fore, and I (hall fpeak of them again in the fequel. Thefe people 
fettled at Salem. 

In the year 1630, a large new Supply of E>inenters arrived at Salem, 
and divided themfelves into two Bodies, one of which fettled at 
Charles Town, and the other at Dorchefler^ thofe of Charles Town foon 
faw the advantageous fituatlon of the Spot ort which Boflon ftands, 
and built that City there. 
J n *635» Sir Hen. Vane the younger went over with a large Com- 
pany 
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pany to make % Settlement on the River Conneclicut^ but the Govern- 
ment of the Majfachufets being offered to him, he accepted it ; how-] 
ever, he did not hold it long, for at the nextannual Election, on ac- 
count of his Independent Principles, he was fet afide. 

The two Settlements of New Plymouth and Majfachufets, by frefh 
Emigrations grew fo populous, that many who were already fettled, 
to get more elbow room, removed to the Banks of the River Connetti- 
cut, where great part of their Settlements being without the limits 
of the Majfachufef s Bay Company, under whofe Commiffion they acted, 
they agreed upon a Plan of Government among themfelves, and chofe a 
Governor. 

In 1636, So many Planters arrived, that they could find no place 
for them to fettle on in Majfachufets Bay ; fo they pur chafed from the 
Natives the Land that lies between Conneclicut and New York, called 
Uudfon's River, where they founded the Town, Colony, Province, 
and Government of Newhaven ; which with Long Ifland^ for that 
■was comprehended in their purchafe, was foon filled with Towns. 

Soon after this, fome religious Difputes happening in New Eng- 
land, a Synod was called, and the broachers of fome new opinions 
being punifhed, all that Sect whom they called Antinomlans retired, 
and purchafed of the Natives Rhode- Ifand, and, being overftocked 
with Inhabitants, part of them purchafed Lands near the River Pa~ 
tuxet, where they built the Towns of Providence and Warwick, which 
flouriflied greatly. 

Some fmaller Settlements Were made after this time, all compre- 
hended under the general Denomination of New England \ and 
though they were all of them under feparate Governments, yet a 
kind of Fcederal union fubfifted among them, which in 1643 was 
confirmed by formal Articles of confederation between the Govern- 
ments of the Majfachufets, New Plymouth, Conneclicut, Newhaven, and 
the Plantations in connection therewith ; fomething upon the Model 
of the United Provinces, without the lead mention of Old England : 
and they were fo far from acknowledging any authority of the Englifh 
Parliament over them, that the general Court of the Majfachufets fined 
and impiifoned certain Perfons, for offering to appeal to the Englijh 
Parliament, againft a Sentence which they had parted. 

About the year 1662, the Conneclicut and Newhaven Settlers being 
within neither of the former Grants, applied to the Court of England 
for a Charter to unite them into one Body corporate, which they 
obtained. 

When the Act called the Bartholomew Act took place, many of the 
ejected diflenting Minifters retired to New England ; and the New 
Englanders of that Age had always affected to be independent on the 
'Mother Country, in refpect of the internal Policy of their Go- 
vernment. 

When King Charles II. upon the breaking out of the Dutch War, 
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fent a Squadron to drive the Dutch from New York, the two Com- 
manders of the Fleet and the Land Forces, with two other Com- 
miffioners, were ordered to go to New England to fettle all differ- 
ences in the Colonies. They delivered Letters from the King to the 
Governor and Council of New Plymouth, requiring them to acknow- 
ledge themfelves to be as much his Subject as if they had ftaid in 
their natural Country ; promifmg at the fame time, to preferve all tbtir 
Liberties and Privileges both Ecclefiaflical and Civil, This Propofal 
went much againft the grain with the New Plymouthers, but I do not 
find that they rejefted.it. 

In general the New England Charters, where they had any, were 
held either from the Council of Plymouth, or the Majfachufefs Bay 
Company. But in the year 1003, King Charles II. called them all 
into his hands ; and the next year brought quo warranto JVrhs againft 
the New Plymouth Colony, upon which Judgment was entered againft 
than in Chancery ; this fo much frightened the reft that they all fur- 
rendered their Charters, and, fince that time, their Governor and 
Council have been named by the King. 

This was a high ftrain of Prerogative, but the People there did not 
long acquiefce in the new Regulation ; for when Mr. Dudley , (a 
Friend to the Church of England) was made Governor, upon the 
Death of Charles II. the New Englandmen, by their own Authority, 
depofed him, and fent him Prifoner to Old England, to fhew their 
difapprobation of the King's Nomination. They Jikewife depofed 
Sir Edmund Andros, the next Governor, and, by their own Authority, 
refumed their Charter Government ; which Proceeding of theirs was ap- 
proved of by King IFilliam and S>ueen Alary , who confirmed the rejlored 
Charter Magijlrates in their Power. 

But notwithftanding this, that King could never be prevailed on 
to eftablifh their Old Charter Government; inftead of it he granted 
them a New Charter , by which many of the Privileges which they 
enjoyed u rider their old ones were taken away^ for " the Crown was 
" now to have the domination of the Governor^ Lieutenant Go- 
" vernor, Secretary, and the Officers of the Admiralty (the choice 
" of all thefe was before in the People) and the Power of the Mi - 
" litia was vefted in the Governors. All Judges, Juftices, and She- 
" riffs, were to be appointed by the Governor, with the advice of his 
" Majefty in Council, the Governor alfo was to have a Negative 
" upon all Laws and Public Acts of the General Aflembly an J 
" Council. Laftly, all Laws, when approved of by the Governor, 
" were to be tranfinitted to England, and to be void if difallowed 
" of in the fpace of three years." 

Herearemany reftraints upon their original Privileges, but they 
fubmitted to them, fcecaufe the main Point, the Right of Legtflation 
mi Taxation, was ftill preferved to their own Parliament, or General 
JJcmbly. Indeed, the Govtruofs Negative, and the King's appointment 
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tf the Council, and all the chief Officers of State, were very confHeraHe 
checks upon the Aflembly j but thefe, on the other hand, were coun- 
terbalanced %y the Governor's depending entirely upon the Affembly for his 
Maintenance. And they have always kept fuch faft hold of this 
.dependence of the Governor upon them, that they have often refufec^ 
to fix any certain Salary upon him, and when they have done it, it 
has been merely Perfonat, and pro bac vice only, and with, a Salvo that 
the Payment of it mould not be obligatory upon future Affemblies. 

Upon the whole, the Conftitution of the Government of New 
England appears to be this. 

The General Affembly is the fupreme Legiflative Body of the Co- 
lony,; in concurrence with the Governor, it impqfes Taxes, makes 
Grants, enacls Laws, and redreffes Public Grievances of all Junds.— 
It confiftsof the Magiftrates, ,and a certain number of Reprefenta- 
tives, which form two Chambers, fo nearly refembling our Lords 
and Commons, that the confent of a Majority of *ach is neceflary r 
before any Bill can be presented to the Governor for his affent. ^ 

This is confirmed by the following authentic Account, fent to tj>e 
Houfe of Lords by the Commiflioners of Trade in the year 1733-4. 

u There are three Charter Governments, of which the chief is 
* c that of Majfachufefs Bay, commonly called New England: fhc 
"- Conftitution whereof is of a mixed Nature*, tjie Power being <Ji- 
* c vided between the King a^nd the People, in which the latter haye 
<c much the greateft, Share ; for here the People do not only chufe 
*** the Aflembly, but the Affembly chufes the Council alfoj and rjhe 
<c Governor depends upon the Affembly for his annual Support. 
» u Connecticut and Rhode- IJIandzxe the other Charter Governments, 
" or rather Corporations, where alraqft the whole Power of t^e 
<c Crown is delegated to the People, who each make an annual 
" Election of their Affembly, Council, and Governor; to the Ma- 
<c jority of which Affemblies, and Governors respectively, being col- 
<c le&ive Bodies, the Power of making Laws is granted, and, as their 
<c Charters are worded, they can, and do make Laws without the 
* c Governor's aflent, and directly contrary to the opinions of their 
" Governors, who have no Negative voice refer ved to them as 
*' Governors in the fajd Charter, and as the faid Governors are 
" chofen annually, their office generally expires before the King's 
* c Approbation can be obtained, or any Security be taken for their 
" due observation of the Laws of Trade and Navigation, and they 
<c hold or no Correfpondence w»th our Qfiice, 

* c Thefe Colonies have the Power of making Laws for their better 
** Government and Support, provided they be not repugnant to the 
<c Laws of Great Britain, nor detrimental to the Mother Country. 
4< And thefe Laws, when they have regularly paffed the Council a^d 
" Aflembly of any Province,, and received the Governor's affent, bp- 
<c come valid in that Province j yet they remain repealable by his 

* Majefty j 
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" Majefty in Council, upon any juft complaint, and do not -acquire 
* c a perpetual force unlefs they are confirmed by the King in 
u Council. v 

** But there are fome exceptions to this laft Rule, in the Proprie- 
" tary and Charter Governments ; thus, in the Majfachufefs Bay, if 
" their Laws are not repealed within three years after they have been 
" prefented^o his Majefty for his approbation, or difallowance, 
u they are not repealable by the Crown after that time : and the 
" Provinces of Connecticut and Rhode- Ifiand are not under any obli- 
** gation, by their refpective Conftitutions, to return authentic 
" Copies of their Laws to the Crown, for approbation or difallow- 
" ance, or to give any account of their Proceedings. There is aifo 
■" this Angularity in the Governments of Connecticut and Rhode-IJIand y 
<c that their Laws are not repealable by the Crown ; but the validity 
* c of them depends upon their being, not contrary, but as near as 
u may be, agreeable to the Laws of England." Thus far the Report 
of the Commiffioners of Trade. 

New York,, being a Conqueft made by the Crown from the Dutch y 
its conftitution differs in many points from that of the reft of the 
Colonies, and they look on themfelves to be fo much a feparate 
People from thereft, that they have generally refufed to act in con- 
junction with the Colonifls of Majfachufefs Bay^ even againft the Sa- 
vages. In the year 1730, the City of New York had a Royal Charter 
from King George II. much in the Form of the Charters of Corpo- 
rations in England ; and this, I think, is the firft Inftance of the 
kind in America, They have 400 regular Troops maintained for 
them at the King's charge. Their Governor is not only appointed, 
but commijjioned by the King ; whereas, in thofe called the Charter 
Governments, the King only nominates the Governor, but gives him no 
Commiffion. 

Having before confidered the Nature of our claim to Dominion in 
North America, with regard to the Natives, or Savages, as we call 
them ; it will be proper here to add a word or two on the fame Sub- 
ject concerning the Colonifls that are fettled there. 

We have feen above that the firft effectual • Settlement there was 
made by a Set of Republican Dijfenters (called Puritans in thofe days) 
who had fled to other Countries from the Perfecution which they 
complained was raifed againft them in England, who agreed to re- 
tire to America, where, in the courfe of a few years, they were joined 
by great numbers of their perfecuted Brethren ; for a kind of Salvo, 
fuch as it was, they did indeed procure Patents from England ; but 
thefe Patents appear to me, fo far as the King was concerned in 
them, to be no more than an exemption from any Profecution of 
Outlawry for deferting the Realm* For our Kings, finding that 
thefe turbulent Republican Spirits would never be quiet under a 
Monarchical Government, were glad to get rid of them at any Rate, 

. B and 
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and therefore gave them leave to retire to another Country, where 
they would be at Liberty to follow their own Religious Opinions, 
and to enjoy their own Republican Principles, and it is very obvious 
to fuppofe that they all cried out with Tatar, 

Quo noscunque feret melior Fortuna * Parente ' 

Ibimus, O Socii, Comitesque. 

When fo many thoufands of French Proteftants fled into England 

* from the Perfecution of Louis XIV. if the French King had claimed 

them all as his Subje&s, and the Places where they were fettled as 

parts of his Dominions ; our Anfwer, I truft, would have been, that, 

when they fettled in England they became the Subjecls of the Crown &f 

England. By the fame Rule, the Englifli Diflenters, who. fled from 

the Perfecution which they complained of in England, became the 

Subjecls of thofe American Kings in whofe Country _ they fettled,— 

And when they had, either by Purchafe, or by the free Gift of thofe 

Kin^s, acquired Property in Lands there, and the Kings of the 

Country claimed no Sovereignty over them, they became theix own 

Matters, and formed themfelves into Civil Societies upon their own 

Principles. 

In this cafe the Argument of Protection cannot, with any Pro- 
priety be ufed to enforce abfolute obedience, becaufe the Colonies, 
as we have feen above, were fettled at the expence of private Adven- 
■ turers, and have defended themfelves in general againft the Natives, 
• without any affiftance from the Crown of England. And as to the 
Attacks which the Crown of England has made at different times upon 
the French Settlements in America, when we have been at War with 
France, they were made on a National, not on a Colonial account ; and 
yet the Colonics, efpecially thofe of New England, have always given 
. their affiftance with fuch a noble Spirit, as is fcarce to be matched in 
Hiftory. To pafs over the reft, in the year 1748, the New Englanders, 
by raifmg, arming, and tranfporting, at their own expence, four 
thoufand men, took *Louifiourgh, which gave Peace to Europe, for 
at the Peace of Aix la Chappelle, the reftitution of this Place to the 
French proved an equivalent for all their Succeffes on the Continent 
of Europe, in which the Colonies had no concern. On this occafion, 
indeed, fome money was given to them, in the name of compenfation, 
but it was greatly fhort of their Expences j befides this, they were 
deprived of the benefit they might have received, as an Ehglifh Colony, 
by retaining that important Conqueft of their own making. And in 
the French War which was concluded in the year 1762, they exerted 
the. fame glorious Spirit againft the common Enemy, and greatly 
, contributed to that extenfion of Territory, which was ceded by the 
French to thzprown, (not to the Colonifts) of Great Britain. And 
thefe are the Men whofe Throats we are now cutting. 

* i»e. Our Mother Count r ; \ 
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*Ti$ true, they have often acknowledged themfelves to he the Sub- 
jects of the Crown of England, but thefe acknowledgements have al- 
ways been conditional, that their Rights and Privileges Jhculd be pre- 
served to them. We have feen above that the chief of their Rights 
confifted in their having a Power to make Laws for their better Go- 
vernment and Support, that is a Power of Legiflation and Taxation ; 
for a Government cannot be fupported without Taxes, and the main- 
tenance of thefe Rights was their Original Compacl, a Term of which 
fome people are very fond, it was the exprefs Covenant upon which 
they undertook to cultivate that Wildernefs, Their Laws, indeed, 
have not a perpetual Force till they have been confirmed by the 
King in Council ; but they have an immediate Force in the Pro- 
vince that makes them, as foon as they have pafled the AfTembly and 
Council (which is their Parliament) with the Governor's affent, and 
they continue in Force till they are repealed by the King in Council \ 
and in fome of them, if the King does not repeal their laws within a 
limited time, he cannot do it afterwards j in others he cannot repeal 
them at all, if they are not contrary to the Laws of England, if they 
are, they are void of courfe ; whereas the Laws made by the Englijh 
Parliament have no Force at all, till the King has figned the bills,. 

From hence it is plain that thefe two Branches of the Britijh Empire 
have Legijlative Powers, diftinct and feparate from each other*, and 
that thefe diftinft and feparate Legijlative Powers are united under 
one Head, which Head is the King, and the King only : for I never 
heard it fuppofed, or pretended that the Englijh Parliainent had any 
thing to do with American Laws, except fuch as relate to certain, 
reftrifiions upon their Trade, and the general Laws of Trade and Na^ 
ligation, and all the Englijh Aft s pafled concerning the Colonies have, 
till of late, related to thofe Subjects. But the intern.il Policy of their 
Government, and their inland Taxes, are by their Original Conftitu- 
tion, and have been always, till of late, acknowledged to be in their 
own hands. 

So, the Marks of their dependence on the Mother Country, confift 
in their making no Laws that are repugnant to the Laws of Great 
Britain ; their fubmitting the Laws which they do make to be re- 
pealed by the King, in fuch Manner and Form as is above fet forth, 
and their fubmitting to fuch reftricYtons as are laid upon their Trade 
by the Britijh Parliament, and to the Britijh Laws concerning Trade 
and Navigation in general. 

* This is no fictitious, chimerical, refined Strain of Policy, but appears. plainly 
from the above Hiftorical Extracts, to be an inconteftable Fail, it is the very Cafe cf 
Ireland ; and there'is /bmething analogous to it in the daily Practice in England ; for 
if the fame Perfon be Lord of two diftinc* Manours, he nwrt hold a feparate Court 
at each of them, and if the Cuftoms of the two Manours differ, though he be Lord 
cf both, he cannot alter thofe Cuftoms, fo as to make one Manour be governed by 
the Cuftoms of theothef ; for though his Tenants hold their Lands ad *viiluntatc?n 
pomim, yet it is always fecundum confuti udinem Mancrii, 
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Though many Alterations have been made in the the original 
Conftitution of their Government, particularly by the Charter of 
King William III. they have acquiefced, though perhaps unwillingly, . 
in them all fo long as the two grand Points of internal Legijlation and 
Taxation were preserved to them. But when the Parliamentary part - 
of the Britifh Legiflature came to encroach upon the Parliamentary 
part of the American Legiflature (for their General Aflembly and 
Council are their Parliament) by impofing internal Taxes upon them, 
and making Laws concerning the internal Policy of their Government , 
without their Confent, the Americans looked on thefe Encroach- 
ments as Acls of QppreJJion j and if they are right in this, we have no 
reafon to call them Rebels, becaufe, in this State of the Cafe, their 
Oppofition and Refiftanceis founded on the fame Principles on which 
the Refiftance and Oppofition made to King James II. was founded ; 
and, I truft, no man at this time of Day, will venture to call that 
Refiftance a Rebellion, which paved the .Way to the Glorious Revo -" 
lution, to which our prefent Government owes its Eftablifhment. 
And whatever any Man's private and fpeculative Opinion of the 
Revolution may be, it muft be univerfally agreed on all Sides, that the 
Minijlers of the prefent Government , which is founded upon it, ought 
ftri£ly to adhere to the Principles of it in their Pra&ice, becaufe any 
Attempt to carry on a Revolution Government upon Anti-revolution 
Principles would be abfurd ; and becaufe, the Conclufion that would 
naturally follow from fetting up Anti- Revolution Principles is — 'What 
I dare not name : and the Americans plainly fhew>that they look on 
the Mcafures lately taken againft jhejn to be Anti-revolutional, by 
their branding the Promoters of them with the name of Tories. 

While the Americans were left to enjoy the two Articles of their 
Conjlitutional Rights abovementioncd, they were as Loyal Subje&s 
as any that our King, or any King in Europe has, or ever had j let ' 
us therefore turn our Eyes to fee what has made them otherwife at 
prefent. 

The Stamp Ati was the firft Step ; which being the Impofition of 
an inland Duty? muft be allowed to be a violation of their Gonftitutional 
Privileges •> and though this A6t was repealed when the ill Effects of it 
began to appear, yet the Flame which it had lighted up was by no 
means quenched, efpecially when frefh Fuel was immediately added 
to it, by an additional Duty upon Tea, (which though it may be within 
the Law, yet i.t was looked on by them, in their Heat at that time, 
to be no more than another Mode of encreafing their Ta^es to fuch 
a Degree, as would equal the Burthen intended to be laid upon them 
by the Stamp Acl) and by an ill-judged Invafion of their Judicial 
Kights, by eftabliftiing among them new Courts of Judicature, which 
they knew not before ; and depriving their Criminals (accufed of 
Treafon) of the known Right of a Jury of their own Countrymen and 
next Neighbours^ by ordering them, and of courfe, all the Witneffes 
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for and againft them, to be brought into England, three thoufancl 
miles from their Home, to take their Trials. Do notthefe Meafures 
tend to the abolition of the Legijlative Power of the Colonies? 

Perhaps the Americans cannot be .ftricvtly juftified in every Step 
they have taken, for in all Quarrels there foon come to be Faults on, 
both fides ; but the AggrefTor, who ftrikes the firft Blow, muft be 
anfwerable for all the Confequences that happen afterwards. 

It has been urged by fome, jn excufe for pur Proceedings, that our 
Colonies have long been meditating an Attempt to feparate themfelves 
entirely from the Mother Country ; but as no Proof of this has been 
offered, it can amount to no more than a ftrong Surmize ;,but to 
give it all the weight it will bear, we will fuppofe it to be true ; an<^ 
if it be true, it is a fufficient Reafon why our Minifters fliould with 
extreme Caution have avoided giving them their prefent Pretence for 
making fuch an Effort, by pointing a Dagger againft the very Vitalx 
of their Conjiituiional Rights \ a Thruft: which it might be reafonably 
fuppofed they would endeavour to parry; but it is likewife reafonable 
to fuppofe, from their paft Conduft, that they never would have at- 
tempted to carry fuch a Defign as they are charged with into Exe- 
cution, if that Thruft had not been made, 

I will not pre fume to fuppofe that the King's having a Power to 
confirm, or di fallow the Laws made by the American Parliaments has 
too much the Air of Prerogative to be relifhed by the Minifters^ 
though there may be People in the Kingdom who wifh to fee every 
Jewel, that has the leaft Shade of that Water, plucked out of the 
Crown at all Events, and by any means whatever. 

As to the reft of the Colonics joining with the New Enghnders on 
the prefent Occafion, we fhall have no reafon to be furprizcd at it if 
we confider, that in general the Bulk,of their Inhabitants are Repub- , 
luans, and Diffenters from the Church of England ; and though the 
Conftitutions of thofe of later Eftablifliment differ in many Refpe&s 
from that of New England, yet they all have fome Rights *, and when 
they fee fuch large ftrides taken to annihilate, as they think, the 
Rights of New England, it is very natural for them to fuppofe that it 
will, one Day or other, come to their turn to fuffer the fame Fate :, 
thus they aft upon the old prudential Maxim of 

Tuaresagiturcum proximus ardet. 

This appears to me to be the true State of the Cafe between us and 
our North American Colonies : let us now take a little View of what we 
are doing on the Occafion. 

We are exerting all our own Force, both Naval and Military ; 
we are ranfacking all Europe for Auxiliary Troops to aflift us, to 
complete what ? Why, the very thing that all Europe, who look on, 
the Power and Grandeur of the Britife Empire with an envious Eye,' 

^ *" It puts 



havelon^ been wifhing to fee compleated, Our own Ruin. It 
me in mind of a Story mentioned in the Spectator, of a Si 
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London reprefenting two Men who had been at Law with each 
other ; one of them was ftark naked, and was wringing his Hands, 
and making great Signs of Lamentation, with a Label coming out 
of his Mouth, on which was wrote, Fve loft my Caufe ! Tve loft my 
Caufe! The other was naked too, except a ragged Blanket that was 
wrapped about his Shoulders; he was capering, and dancing, and 
ihewing all Signs of the greateft Exultation and triumphant joy, and 
upon his Label was wrote, fve gain' d my Caufe ! I've gained my Caufe ! 
Thus, if our Miniftry fliould at laft fucceed to the utmoft of their 
Wifhes, if they fhould arrive to the Honour and Glory of conquer- 
ing America from' our own Colonifts, by whofe Afliftance we fo lately' 
conquered much the greateft Part of it from the French^ what will 
the Balance of the Account be ? En et Ecce ! 

We fliall have fpent many Millions of Money : we fhall have def- 
troyed many thoufands of the King's braveft and moft loyal Subjects 
on both Sides $ we fliall have demolished a great Number of fine 
Towns, and ruined the Inhabitants of them : we fliall have depopu- 
lated, and laid wafte, a vaft Tract of as fine Country as any in the 
World ; we fhall have ruined the Trade of that Country, and confe- 
quently have funk fo much of the Revenues of our own Crown asarofe 
from it ; we fhall reduce to beggary all thofe of our own Merchants 
and Manufacturers who depend upon it; we fhall have greatly en- 
creafed pur National Debt, and the Burthen of our Taxes, already 
too heavy for us to bear. When our Funds of Money and Men are 
thus exhauftcd, we fhall have rendered ourfelves liable to become an 
eafy Prey to any powerful Nation of Europe, if any of them fliould 
think it worth while to take our laft ragged Blanket from us, when it is 
in iuch a tattered Condition that it will fcarce hang together, wheji 
it is fo rent and torn that it cannot be mended again, Thefe are 
Evils from which we may not recover in a Century, perhaps never. 

Per Contra. 

If our Arms in America fhould be crowned with all the Succefs 
that our Minifters can wifh or hope for $ we fhall have, as above, the 
Glory of conquering our own Colonijls : of punifhing the Dogs for 
their obftinate adherence to their ConftituUonal Rights, by depriving 
them of the Benefit of all the Improvements which they and their 
Anceftors have made in the Colonies in two hundred Years, of efta- 
blifhing our Nominal Dominion over wild Forefts and defolate Plains. 
Bravo ! Bravb ! But if, on the other hand, our Colonifts fhould ft 
either by dint of their own Force, or by the Afliftance of foreign 
Aid, get the better of us, we fhan't have a Blanket left. 

Do not thefe Things look as if the Diflblution of our Empire w^ 
near at Hand ? for, 

Quos Jupiter vult perdere dementar. prius. 
I would not be underftood to mean, by any thing I have faid, that 
I am a Friend to Republican Principles, I deteft them, I have no 
Connection with any Party, nor even Acquaintance with any Perfon 
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concern'*!, or particularly interefted, in this Difpute : but the Rule 
by which I fquare both my Aftions and my Sentiments is that 
Golden one of FIAT JUSTITIA to all the World; a Rule 
which concerns Publlck Minijlers y as well as private Perfons. 

Let, therefore, every friend to Great Britain inceffantly pray to 
Heaven that the Eyes of our Minifters may be open 'd : that they may 
difcern that it will be no difcredit to them, no impeachment of their 
honour, to retraft a falfe ftep : that they may, by a fpeedy accom- 
modation with the Colonies^ prevent the falling of that Sword, which 
hangs over our heads, fufpended by a fingle hair: before the Brazen 
Head cries out, 

Pofthac non tibi tempus erit. 



Copy of a Letter Jrom Sir Edward 
Ha*wke, now Lord Hanvke, to the 
Duke d t Aiguillon % dated Royal George, 
£>uibtron Bay \ztb of Dec. 1759* 
• 1 had the honour of your Giace's 
letter relative to the cartel, &c. the 
10th inftant. In anfwer to it I 
-would obferve, that my ,demand of 
the officers and feamen, together 
with the Rolle d'Equipage of the 
Heros, was nothing more than what 
1 fuppofed your Grace would, in 
reafon and equity, have complied 
wth. Had any captain of a Britiih 
fliip under my command it ruck his 
colours, and furrendered to an ene- 
my, and afterwards ran away with 
the (hip in contempt of the Laws of 
war, 1 would have delivered him up 
to the officer he had fo fcafely in- 
jured, to be dealt with as his coward- 
ly behaviour deferved. Your Grace 
Wiii oberve I do not fupplicate; I 
am not accuftomed to that language 
with an open and avowed enemy ; I 
demand thofe officers and feame% 
not (or my own* advantage, but in 
behalf of the brave feamen, &c. who 
have a right to claim my protection 
and interposition in this matter; for 
by the bounty of our king, fuch 
prizes are the property of the cap- 
tors, and therefore it is not injuring 
«he crown of Grtat Britain to with- 



hold them, but the gallant British 
feamen, to whom the fleets of France 
have been compelled to yield the 
empire of the feas. I came from 
England about eight months fince, 
to decide the fate of the two em* 
pires with Monf. de Conflans* After 
deliberating fo long before he ven- 
tured out, I am forry he had fo little 
confidence in the j uftice of his caufc, 
as to give me the trouble of chacing 
him near forty leagues upon your 
own coafr, when we might have 
more fairly decided the matter la 
the open fea, efpecialiy as the fleet 
under the command cf Monf. de 
Conflans confifted of 23 fail of the 
line, whilft the Bricifh fleet was but 
22. It was furely then en gaite it 
coeur Jeulement % not in earneft, that 
your Grace was pie a fed to (tile my 
enterpriies irregular, and my attack 
00 the Beet of France an unfair one. 
As to captain Ourry, he aded en- 
tirely by my orders, both in h»s en- 
deavours to recover the guns of the 
Soleile Royale, and in what hap- 
pened in confequence of thofe en- 
deavours. But your Grace furely 
forgets the orders which you/ your- 
(e\f t was under, when you lay wait- 
ing for the arrival of that fleet, under 
whofe protection you was to have 
embarked 40,000 men, to carry the 
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(Word with fire and devaftatjon into 
every part of England and Ireland, 
Where you might have pioved vic- 
torious. I expect fomebomb veifcls 
from England very foon ; when they 
arrive, I will take a juft revenge, by 
endeavouring to deftroy every thing 
x>n the coaft of France within their 
xeach $ and my only concern re- 
ipeeling the havock which has been 
inade of the fleet under the com- 
mand of Monf. de.Conflans, is, 
that by their (hameful flight, they 
prevented the Britifh arms from 
finning with fo much luilrr, as they 
©therwife (under divine providence) 
'would afluredly have fhone. As I 
have the honour to ferve under one 
of the beft of kings, and in the fer- 
vice of a nation who never forget the 
man who ferves his country faith- 
-fuliy ; duty, gratitude, aod incli- 
nation, compel me to ufe every 
means to aggrandife and gratify, 
both the one and the other. With 
thefe feathnents, and under fich in- 
fluence, it will be ever my chiefeft 
happinefs to be efteemed their faith- 
ftil and obedient fervaflt. Abftra&ed 
from every thing which has the lead 
'tendency to perfonal animofity, I 
remain, with proper refpeft to the 
Puke d'Aiguillon, as an individual, 
Your Grace's very hnmblefervant, 
EDWARD HAWKE. 



After capt. Payne, had been allow- 
ed to carry off provifionsfrcua Barba- 

• does,fortheuteofihearmyaiBofton, 

* (fa page 367 */ the preceding volume) 
-it was found, upon a ftrift examina- 
tion, that the Hock remaining was 
only fuflicient for the confuroption 
of the ifland for fix weeks. The 
general aflT.mbly alarmed, unani- 

' moufly agreed to a petition to the 
king, and an addrefs 10 thegovernor. 
The petiti&n has been delivered by 
the agent to the Secretary of State 
for America to be laid before his 

•Majefty, The following is a copy ; 



The purport of the addrefs to th e 
governor was, to defire he would 
grant no more licences to export 
provisions. 

BARBADOES. 

To the KING 7 j noft Exctllcnt Maje$y+ 

The humble petition of the Kepre- 

fentatives of the people of your 

Majefty's Ifland of Barbadoes, in 

their General Aflembly aflembled. 

Moft grhchus Sovereign, 
4 WE your Majefty's loyal fub~ 
jefts, the reprefentatives of the ifland 
of Barbadoes, truly fenfible of the 
felicity we enjoy under your Ma- 
jefty's benign government, and firm- 
ly attached to your illuRrreusHoafe; 
grateful for the fignal marks of fa- 
vour and beneficence bellowed upon 
our fettlement from its infancy, and 
more particularly of late conferred 
-upon us; and impreff-d with a juft 
and Jively fenfe ot the excellence of 
our glorious confutation ; and re- 
folded .under all circumftances, co 
manifeft as much as in us lies, an 
undevrating veneration thereto, hum- 
bly beg leave to approach your royal 
perfon , and to exprefs to your Majefty 
our cordial faiisfaclion, that through 
your numerous and illuftrious oiF- 
fpring, the happinefs of your fub- 
jetts is likejy to be infured and per- 
petuated, and the great and amiable? 
virtues of your Majefty tranfmitted 
-to pofterity. 

* Affured that our royal and hu» 
mane Sovereign is always difpofed 
to make his fubjefts as happ^ as 
they can be, and that diftance o( 
fuuatton no way leflens your gracious 
care, we beg leave to represent the 
diftrefs- already in fome meafuf* 
fallen upon us, and in profpeft 
'thicatening to overwhelm the inha- 
bitants of this your loyal colony. 
•We have, fir, nearfourfcorethoufand 
black, and twelve thou fan d white 
people daily to iupport. Our ground 
provisions (he internal resource) 
have failed for the want of feafons ; 

and 
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*nd the flock of fait 
on hand will not laft many weeks, 
and we are without the hope of fu- 
turte foreign refources. 

Under the difmal apprehenfions 



provifions thofe of corrnption, intereft and 
adulation. 

We think ourfelves particularly 
called upon, at this time, to de- 
clare our fentiments, left your Ma- 



of an approaching famine, we look jefty fhould be influenced by an ad 



up to your Majefty as to the father 
of his people ; and having laid our 
cafe before you, will not, Sire, 
trefpafs on your time, by expatiating 
on the dreadful confequences that 
hajuntonr imaginationi ; it is enough 
to* point out our fituation, and to 
implore your Majefty'sinterpofition; 
and through you, that of the legifla- 
ftre of Great Britain; and your loyal 
colony will ever pray for the fta- 
bility of your government and 
pounfels. 

We are, may it pleafe your 
Majefty, your Majefty^s mod 
dutiful, loyal, and faithful 
fubjetts and fervants, 
JOHN GAY ALLEYNE, 

Speaker, &c, &c." 
May 10. This day Lord Vifcount 
. Mjdleton, Colonel Barre, and 
, Edmund Burke* Efq. prefenttd 
the following petition to his Ma- 
jefty at St. James's. 
f o the KING*s mast excellent Majtsty. 



repanng 
aft of 



drefs now furreptitioufly pr< 
here, purporting to be the 
this corporation, and affecting to 
convey the real fenfe of this ancient, 
loyal, and opulent city. 
. The prefent unnatural difpute 
with America, originally grounded 
on themoft arbitrary claims of former 
minifters, progxeffively fuftained by 
the ufurpations of fucceeding ad- 
miniftrations, and moll impolitically 
carried on by the prefent, cannot 
but fill us with the tnoft gloomy and 
alarming apprehenfions. In the 
purfuit of an inexpedient, unnecef- 
fary, and perhaps illegal power o£ 
taxation, over a bold, numerous, 
experienced, free, and- diftant peo- 
ple, we have feen our armies de- 
feated, our fame tarnifhed, and our 
revenue exhaufted; our American 
trade totally deftroyed, which form- 
ed the broad eft bails of Biitiih 
jvealth and profpenty ; our Weft- 
India trade dependent on America 



The humble and dutiful, petition of for fupplies of provifions and lum- 
the Freemen, Freeholders, Citi- be>, mouldering into ruin ; and our 



. zens, Merchants, Traders, and 
Proteftant Inhabitants of the city 
of Cork. 

W E t ydur Majefty's mod dutiful 
•and loyal fubjeds, the freemen, 
freeholders, citizens, merchants, tra- 



African commerce, intimately con- 
nected with that of the Weft-Indies, 
aim oft totally annihilated ; our na- 
tional honour lowered to the duft by 
an introduction of foreign merce- 
naries to fight our domeftic quar- 



ters, and proteftant inhabitants of rels, on the mo ft unequitable and 
the city of Cork, beg leave to ap- difadvantageous terms; and the 
proach your Majefty, with a ftate of glory of the Briti/h arms for ever 
our feelings on tne prtfent crifis of fullied, by the newly adopted mode 



our foreign and domeftic affairs; 
confeious, that however dubious the 
fuccefs, and whatever the evenr^ it is 
the .privilege and duty of a loyal, 
.manly, and free people, to conduct 
truth to the /qot of the throne, where 
Mr voice may be diftiuguifhed from 



of piratical war, which in the de- 
ftrudtion of many unoffending ma- 
ritime cities of America, difplays a 
fpirit of dark revenge and gloomy 
depredation, unprecedented in the 
annals of any enlightened age or 
polifhed nation, 

C What- 
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* Whatever may be the event of in voarMajefty** karids, to beem« 
tliis expenfive and dreadful conteft, ployed for the national intereft, 
it muft be alike fatal to the victor without any injury to the prefoga- 
and the varquiftied ; nothing can tive, or any diminution of yo*r Ma- 
remain to either but poverty, ruin, jelly's perfonal honour. "The king 
and defolation. ^ can do no wrong," is that great rule 
As members of vour Majefty'a we allude to, which preserving the 
widely extended dominions, we muft fovereign dignity fronVinfult, con- 
fhare in this general mafs of public fults the rights of freedom without 
calamity; as members of this opulent the danger of anarchy, and by trans- 
and commercial city, and natives of ferring faults from thefupremeexe- 
this maritime and lately rifing king- cutive power, to thofe officially em* 



dom, we find ourfelves moft par- 
ticularly, interefted ; our linen trade, 
the great fupport of the nation, is 
in imminent danger, through the 
wants of itsufual marts, and the ex- 
treme dearnefsof flax feed, now no 
longer Supplied from the colonies, 
but with great difficulty, and^ at 
a prodigious expence, fcantily im- 



ployed in adminiftration, determines 
a mode of refponfibility, which has 
ever proved the fureft Safeguard of 
this often threatened conftitution. 

Under new ministers new mea- * 
fu res may be beft adopted, without 
inconfiftency, and with the utmoft 
attention to every juft and lawful 
prerogative. The ftate may thus 



ported from the northern parts of be, as it often has been, faved by 
Europe. The lumber trade, which the intelligent, the incorrupt, and 
enabled ui to carry on the export of the intrepid, from that deftrudion 
provifions from our fouthern pro- into which it is plunged by the 
vinces, is almoft entirely ruined, daftardly, the venal, and the ig- 
Commerce is a mighty chain, in norant. 

which the weaknefs of a fingle link In your Majefty's paternal atten- 
deftroys the union and ftrength of tion to your people's welfare, in 
the whole. Thus have ail the other }our wifdom, juftice, and clemency, 
parts of our commerce fenfibly de- we place the utmoft confidence; and 

now moft humbly fupplicate your 
Majefty'to remove thofe evils of 
which we complain ; to direfi that 
the fword may t>e (heathed , that 
our commerce may be reftored ; and 
that occonomy, union, peace, and 
liberty may be permanently re-cfta- 
bli(hed through all parts of the 
empiie. 

[Signed by five hundred of the 
principal citizens, freeholders, 
merchants, &c ] 
Falmoutk> May g. Yeflerday ar- 



clined, by their connection with 
thofe already enumerated. 

We cannot pafs in filencethe ftate 
of this now defenceless kingdom, 
deprived of almoft all its ftipulated 
force, and left an eafy prey to the 
firft invader. When we throw our 
eyes on the continent, and behold 
the prodigious power and warlike 
preparations of our moft dangerous 
neighbours, and ufual enemies, we 
.cannot but fh udder at the humi- 
liating companion 



We thus, Sire, have prefumedto rived here the Elizabeth, Campbell, 
l_ • _-.._i __j l__: from Philadelphia. Among other 

patfengers who came to England in 
her'was Major P/efton upon his pa. 
role, who commanded at St. John's, 
when taken by General Montgomery, 

Several 



fubmit to your royal and benignant 
consideration, a fmall part of the 
manifold grievances under which 
we labour* One of the great axioms 
of our Jaw, places an eafy remedy 
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Several perfons who came paffen- wounded 
gers in other veflels travelled through 
the American continent above a 
thoufand miles, by whom we' are 
informed that New York, Charles- 
Town in South-Carolina, and Sa- 
vannah in Georgia, are evacuated by 
almoft all the inhabitants except the 
. military ; that there is not a woman 
or a child to be met with in any of 
the ftreets, the whole of them being 
retired into the country, to the 
diftance of five, ten, fifteen, or 
twenty mile*, where they live three 
or four families /together in one 
houfe, according to its fize; that all 
the men capable of bearing arms are 
furniftied therewith, and are ready 
to take the field at the fliorteft no- 
that al| the roads on the con 



tice; 

tinent aye ftrongly guarded, fo that 
a perfon cannot go two miles 
put of any town without a pafs, 
which they are very cautious of 
granting ; that the poll is regularly 
eftablilhed through the continent, 
by which they receive the earl i ell acr 
counts of all the tranfacliops in the 
refpeclivc provinces ; that they ap- 
pear to be very unanimous, and de- 
termined to defend themfelves to the 
laft extremity ; that they had advice 
of the troops coming from England 
and are prepared to receive them, 
which is the principal reafon of their 
. vacating the towns on the coaft,and 
removing their families up into the 



by a {hot from on board 
the men of war in the above fkirmiih, 
the others fay they are determined 
to have revenge as foon as they can 
meet with any of the king's troops. 

A veffel arrived at Briftol from 
Savannah in Georgia, which (he 
left about the middle of March laft, 
and brings advices, of which the 
following is the fubftance: " That 
the transports withmarinestm board, 
which General Howe fent there for 
rice, and other proviiions, arrived ; 
that the people would not permit 
them to be fumifhed with a tingle 
article; in confequence the marines 
attempted to land in their boats* 
with a defign to carry off fome vcflelfc 
that were lying in the harbour 
loaded : but meeting with a very 
fmart attack, were compelled to 
make a precipitate retreat to their 
tranfports, upon which the loaded 
fhipa (which belonged to fufpicious 
perfons) were inftantly deftroyed by 
fire. One was called the Invernefs, 
and valued at a confiderable Aim. 
The veffel which brought this intel- 
ligence to Briftol, has brought onljr 
to barrels of rice. She unexpec- 
tedly got out of the harbour in t.he 
night." 

Another account. There were 
feven fhips burnt at Savannah, not 
five, as mentioned in fome accounts. 
General Howe fent Major Grant and 
Captain Mattland, with four tranf- 



councry, it being their intention to port3 and 200 marines, to get pro- 



difpute the landing of the troops in 
the firft place, which if they cannot 
tffeft they will burn down their 
towns immediately, that the troops 
may not have fhelter therein, and 
will retire into the woods, cut off 
all the fupplies pf provifions from 
the country, and difpute the matter 
with the king's, troops there* 

We are farther informed that the 
Indians in Georgia have joined the 
Provincials, one of then* being 



viiions. The Carolinians hearing of 
it, fent 500 men to aflift the 
Georgians. fi> battery was ere&ed, 
which fired fmartly upon the tranf- 
ports as foon as they arrived in 
Savannah harbour, Fipding they 
could not land, they came round an 
ifland in the night to get at fome 
V^fiels in the harbour that were 
coming to England, in order to get 
proviiions from them ; but the Geor- 
gia militia, who were affembled, 
C z and 
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and the Carolinians, kept a con- 
tinual fire upon them, and at length 
burnt the (hips ; fo they were entire- 
ly difappointed. 

Savannah, Feb. 14. " His Ex- 
cellency *he Governor, with his 
family left this place laft Sunday 
night, and went on board his Ma- 
jesty's fhip Scarborough lying at 
Tybee.' 

In Provincial Congrefs, Savannah, 
Feb. 17. 1776. Refolved, That any 
perfon who fhall refufe to take che 
certificates iflued by order of the Conr 
grefs, in payment of any debt, fuch 
perfon fhall be precluded from any 
benefit intended by the regulations of 
Congrefs with refpect to tecuring the 
payment of juft debts, of which the 
parochial committees are defired to 
take notice. Refolved, That any 
perfon. who fhall attempt to depre- 
ciate the value of fuch certificates, 
ihall be deemed inimical, and thence- 
forth precluded from protection. 
. A true copy from the minutes, 

Edward Langwor thy, Sec. 

Char left own, March 8. We are au- 
thorized .to inform the public, that re- 
gular conftitutional pofts are now efta- 
blifhed, under the authority of the 
Congreis, throughout all the united 
Colonies. 

* The follovying is a copy of a letter, 
jufl received by exprefs, from the 
Council of Safety of Georgia. 
In the Council of Safety, 
- Savannah, March 4, 1776. 
* Gentlemen - 

* The intimate connection between - 
this and your province, in a particu- 
lar manner renders it necefTary to_ 
acquaint you with the occurrences in 
the former, fince the date of our laft ; 
1 which, and the difpatch preceding* 
xvc refer you. " ■ ■*.-. 

' Our difpofitions in the evening 

-ofih'j 2d, were fuch as appeared to 

o : officers the moft likely to prevent 

\:\r landing of our enemy ; and fo as, .. 

i£ iiicy mould make dieir landing good, 
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either above or Ijelow the- town, to 
prevent their getting in ; however, 
notwithstanding our vigilance, they, 
by collufion with the matters and 
others on board the merchant fhip- 
ping, which hawled near the fhore of 
Hutchinfon's ifland in the night-time, 
got on board thefe fhips, about four 
o'clock yefterday morning ; to the 
number, as far as we are competent 
to judge from the obfervations we 
made, and the intelligence we re- 
ceived, of between two and three hun- 
dred, where they affected to conceal 
themfelves. 

* We had our fears refpetting thefe 
fhipping, and therefore kept a good 
watch upon them ; but it was impof- 
fible for centinels on this fhore, to 
defcry them in boarding from the 
other, the vefTels being betwyct. 

* Captain Rice, who commanded 
a boat of observation, was fent on 
board the fhipping about nine o'clock 
to order the rigging on fhore, and 
was, without any noife, or the fmal- 
left knowledge of us, kidnapped, — 
This we did not know till about half 
an hour afrerwards : two failors, under 
pretence of coming on fhore for 
cloaths, gave information of the troops 
being on board the fhipping, and of 
Rice's being taken. About three 
hundred men were then immediately 
marched to Yamacraw, oppofite the 
fhipping, with three four pounders, 
and threw up a breaft-work. The 
armed fchooner Hinchinbrook, of 
14 guns, with a number of men on 
board, which, with others, went up 
the back river, in the afternoon of 
the day preceding, about this time 
fet fail down the fouth river, with in- 
tent, no doubt, of covering the land- 
ing of the troops, from on board the 
merchant fhipping: but being conti- 
nually fired at by two companies of 
riflemen who were placed in ambuf- 
cade, fhe was obliged to come very 
flowly, and often, came to, and re- 
turned a very fmart fire at every place 

where 
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where the riflemen -fired from, until 
the tide was fpent, and flie could not 
go down. During the courfe of this, 
firing, only one of our men got wound- 
ed, and that flightly in the thigh ; 
but on board, leveral were feen to 
fall. 

* In town we had exhibited a ftill 
spore interefting fcene. We found 
tne officers and men clamorous, about 
the capture and detention of Rice ; 
and two Gentlemen, Lieutenant Da- 
niel Roberts, of the St. John's Rang- 
ers, and Mr. Raymond Demere, of 
St. Andrew's parifh, folicited, and 
were permitted to go on board, to 
demand a furrender of Rice and his 
people. They accordingly diverted 
thcinfelves of arms, and were rowed 
bv a negro on board a veflel, in which 
were Captain Barclay, the Commo- 
dore, and Major Grant ; and thefe 
officers, contrary to all the principles 
which cement fociety, and govern 
mankind, immediately arretted our 
deputies, and yet detain them as pri- 
foners. We waited with anxious ex- 
pectation for near half an hour, when 
we demanded our deputies, by the 
help of a trumpet, without getting 
any other but infulting anfwers ; 
whereupon we, fired two four pounders 
directly into them; and then they in- 
formed us, that they would fend an 
anfwer in writing ; which they pre- 
fently after did, figned by Lieutenant 

' Roberts and Mr. Demere, purporting, 
that if we would fend two of the per- 
sons in whom the people moft con- 
fided, they would treat with them. 

* Capu Screven of the St. John's 
rangers, and Capt. Baker of the 
St. John's riflemen, chagrined, no 
doubt, the former particularly, on ac- 
count of his Lieutenant, by detention 
of our deputies, took about a dozen 
of our riflemen in a boat, and rowed 
dire&ly under the ftern of Captain 
Inglis, in whofe veflel were a great 
part of the foldiery, and, in peremp- 
tory terms, demanded the - deputies, 



and were anfwered, after one fhot 
from Col. Baker, by a difcharge, 
down dire&ly upon them, of near two 
hundred fhot, both from fwivels and 
fmall arms ; which was kept up while 
they were in reach : the Captains 
and men in the boat, not in th,e 
fmallefl degree confufed, or even per- 
haps difappointed by the attack, fired 
three ^rifles, moft of them three fevcraj 
times, as they fay, not without exe- 
cution : and wonderful to tell, not a 
man of them was killed ; one man 
only received a flug in the flefhy part 
of his fhoulder, wnich was immedi- 
ately cut out, without the fmalleft in- 
convenience or danger. The fpe&a- 
tors all declare, as we now do, that 
fuch a providential deliverance has not 
yet been known. 

'This unmanly attack, upon a 
few men in an open boat, produced 
a general fire from our field pieces 
and in trench men ts ; and as finart a 
return from two four pounders and 
feveral fwivels from the {hipping, 
which lalled from about twelve o'clock 
to four ; ;;nd although they often fired 
langridge, which continually whittled 
about our men, not a fingle man was 
even touched ; but we have no doubt, 
a number of the enemy met with a 
worfe fate, as they were feen fre- 
quently to fall. 

* About four o'clock we called a 
council, and determined to have the 
veflels immediately burnt, and iflued 
orders to Col. M'Intoifh accordingly : 
whereupon the Invernefs, late Capt. 
M'Gillivlay, loaded with rice and 
deer-fkins, was fet on fire, and cue 
loofe. Upon this, the foldiers, in the 
moft laughable confufion, got afhore 
in the marfh, while our riflemen and 
field-pieces, with grape-mot, were in- 
ceflantly galling them . The flapping 
were now alfo in confufion ; feme got 
up the river, undercover of the armed 
fchooner, while others caught the 
flame, and, as night approached, ex- 
hibited a fcene, as they pafled and 

repaired 
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repaflcd with the tide, which, in any 
bat the prefent times, would be truly 
horrible, but now a fubjeel only of 
gratulation and applaufe. 

€ The fhips of Capt. Inglis and 
Wardell, neither got up the river, or 
on fire : they were ordered on ftiore, 
and now are prifoners of Captain 
Screven in the country, and their 
veflels brought down clofe into a 
wharf. They Were permitted to write to 
Capt. Barclay in the evening,to inform 
him of their fituation, andto requeft 
an exchange of prifoners, which the 
latter peremptorily refufed. 

* We have thus given you a par- 
ticular detail of things, as they really 
happened, to prevent the belief of any 
erroneous intelligence ; and, from 
which you will be competent to judge 
of our fituation. 

* Col. M'lntoifh laid before the 
board, a refolution of your Congrefs 
to aid us, accompanied by a letter 
from Mr. Lowndes ; and we are very 
glad you have determined to afford 
us farther afliftance. We wifh it may 
arrive in time. 

By order of the Council of Safety, 
William Ewen, Prefident. 
To the Hon. the Council of 
, Safety for South Carolina. 

Publiihed by order of the Congrefs, 

Peter Timothy, Sec. 

Extras of a letter from a Gentleman 

in the Weft Indies, to his friend in 

New York, dated Fei. 14. 

« We have j^.ft heard that a brig 
and a floop from fome'part of Ame- 
rica, laden with lumber, are taken by 
one of the Englifh cruifers clofe in 
with St. Pierre, Martinico. This con- 
'ducl enraged the French General, 
who immediately gave orders for one 
of his frigates to cruife and proted 
every American veflel within their 
limits.' 
Extract of a letter from Charles -7 own, 

South Carolina, to a merchant in 

London* dated March 1 2. 

* Yefterday a very ftiarp engage- 
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ment happened off this place, be* 
tween an Englifh frigate and two 
French mips of 20 guns each, that 
were laden with implements of war 
for the Provincial army. The Cap. 
ta : n of the Englifh frigate infilled on 
examining the Frenchmen, which they 
refufing, an engagement enfued,whkh 
lafted about an hour and a half, when 
the frigate having her mafts mot 
away, ceafed firing ; and the other 
two veflels put in here and landed 
their cargoes. There are now in this 
port four tranfports, which were taken 
py one of our armed veflels of war.* 
1 London, May 11. Lafl night the 
rainiflry received advice that the 
packet difpatched by Lord Dunmore, 
with intelligence and letters from Jus 
Lordfhip, Governor Martin, Sec. &c. 
was loft off Scilly. The difpatches 
are all loft> but the crew are faved. 
She met General Burgoyne not far 
from Newfoundland, all well, and 
nothing material. 

Government have received advice 
that Commodore Hopkins has taken 
New Providence, one of the Bahama 
iflands ; and that Governor Brown 
efcaped with great hazard on board 
a fmall fchooner, and is arrived at 
St. Auguitine. 

A letter from Cadiz, March 12, 
fays, * Anglo-American {hips fre- 
quently enter this as well as other 
ports of Spain, laden with the pro- 
ductions of the Britifh Colonies. At 
prefent the differences between them 
and Great Britain are offenfible ad- 
vantage to our contmerce.' 

Brujfels, April 29. An ordinance 
has been publifhed here, prohibiting 
the fupplymg the Englifh Colonies in 
America with warlike ftores*, and alfo 
the exportation, during the term of 
one year, of warlike Sores from the 
fea-ports ; of which the following is 
a tranflation. 

Maria Therefa, Sec. &c. To all to 
whom thefe prefents mail come, greet- 
ing. Our moil dearly beloved Brother, 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



(23 

the King of Great Britain having re- 
quired Us to take proper Meafures 
for preventing the Subjects of the 
Provinces under our dominions in the 
Low Countries, from furnifhing Suc- 
cours to th# inhabitants oftheEng- 
lifli Colonies in America, actually in 
rebellion agalnft their Mother Coun- 
try ; and as, in confequence of the 
frieudfhip and good underftanding 
fubfifting between Us and his Ma- 
jefly, We are defirous to teflify to 
him our zeal to^fecond views which 
fo greatly intereft the good of his fer- 
vice ; We have, by advice, &c. or- 
dered and decreed, and do order and 
decree, the points and articles fol- 
lowing. 

Article I. We forbid all our fub- 
jects, of what rank and condition 
foever, to furnifh, direclly or indi- 
rectly, by their own mips, or by 
foreign fhips, any fuccour to the 
Americans, fubjetts of Great Britain, 
in artillery, arms, powder, flints, or 
other ammunition, or implements or 
inftruments of war, under pain to 
the offenders of the confifcation of 
fudi efFefts, and a fine of iooo florins, 
to be paid by the Captain or Owner, 
whofe ftiip may be detained or fold 
for the recovery of the faid fine. 

Article IL We forbid prov:fional!y, 
during the term of one year, under 
the fame penalties, the exportation 
of every kind of arms, ammunition, 
inftruments or implements of war, 
from our feaports, without a fpecial 
licence from our Council of Finances, 
which fhall not be granted but on ex- 
amination of the cafe, and taking the 
neceflary precautions to afcertain the 
deftbation of thofe effects, and to 
prevent their being tranfported to the 
Englim Colonies in America. This 
we give in Command, &c. [Gazette.] 

Philadelphia, March 1 1. On Satur- 
| day arrived here Baron de Woodkle, 
formerly a general officer in the Fruf- 
Jian fervice. 

Dr. Franklin has refigned his feat 
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in the AfTembly of Penhfylvania (M ) 
Rittenhoufe is chofen in his ftead 
being appointed by the Congrefs to 
go on an embafly to Canada. 
' Five thoufand Provincial troops arc 
gone to Canada* 

General Arnold is raifed to the 
rank of Major-general, and is to 
command in Canada. 

^ General Lee is to command in Vir> 
ginia. 

John Dickenfon, Efq; has joined 
the troops at New York, with a bat- 
talion of iooo men from this city. 

Tuefday laft were brought to this 
city two brafs field-pieces, caft at New- 
York. — One of our regimen ts is 
landed on NafTau Ifland, or Long 
Ifland. — The Colonels, Armftrong, 
Thompfon, Lewis, Howe, Moore, 
and Lord Sterling, are appointed Bri- 
gadier-generals. 

Governor Franklin of New Jerfey, 
has retired on board one of the King's 
fliips off New York. 

In Congrefs, February 28, 1776. 

Refolved, That the committee of 
infpettion and obfervation for the 
counties, diftridls or towns affignedfor 
the refidence of prifoners, be em- 
powered to fuperintend their conduct, 
and in cafes of grofs mifbehaviour, to 
confine them, and report xo the Cen- 
grefs the proceedings had on fuch 
occafions. 

Feb. 29. Refolved, That a commit- 
tee of fixe be appointed to contraft for 
the making mufquets and bayonets for 
the ufeof the United Colonies, and to 
confider of further ways and means of 
.promoting and encouraging the ma- 
nufacturing of fire arms in the United 
Colonies, 

March 4. Refolved, That the re- 
ftraint be taken off, which by a. refolu- 
tionofthe 26th of lad month, was laid 
upon vefTels loading or loaded with pro- 
duce for Great Britain, Ireland, or the 
Britifli Weft Indies, in confequence 
ofpermifiion, granted for arms and 
ammunition imported into thefe Co- 
lonics. March 
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Itarchgi j*efolved, That no oath twenty and 30 volunteers from Nor- 
folk. We landed within 



by way of teft be impofed upon, ex- 
acted, or required, of any of the in 
habitants of thefe Colonies, by any 
military officen 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 
WiUiamJburgh, Virginia^ Jati, 25. 
The following is an tXtra&ofa let- 
ter from Lord Dunmore to General 
Howe, dated Nov. 30, 1775. * I muft 
inform you, that with our little corps 
I think we have done wonders. We 
have taken and deftroyed above four- 
fcore pieces of ordnance, and, by land- 
ing in different parts of the councry, 
we keep them in continual hot water ; 
but as Capt. Leflie tells me he means 
to give you particulars enough, (hall 
fay no more orr that fubjeft. Among 
the prifoners, we have taken one Oli- 
ver, Porter and Deane, two na- 
tives of Bofton, bringing in gun- 
powder to North Carolina. The latter 
was fent from Bofton to influence the 
mfritfs of the people, in which he has 
been but too iuccefsful. He was 
taken from on board a fchooner going 
from this place to the Weftern Iflands, 
to bring powder to this Colony ; and 
the others have carried arms againft 



four mile* 
of the bridge, and arrived there a 
little after day-light ; but to our great 
mortification, found th^'pirds had 
flown the evening before. But hear- 
ing that a body between 2 and 300 
ofour rebels were within about ten 
miles of us, we determined tp beat up 
their quarters, and accordingly pro- 
ceeded about eight miles, when they 
fired on our advanced guards from the 
woods : on which I immediately or- 
dered our people to rufh in upon them, 
and at the fame time fent a party 
of the regulars, with the volunteers, 
to out-flank them. The enemy im- 
mediately fled on all quarters, and 
our people purfued them for a mile or 
more, killed a few, drove others into 
a creek, where they were drowned, 
and took nine prifoners, among whom 
is one of their Colonels. We only had 
one man wounded, who is recovering. 
I immediately upon this iffued the 
inclofed proclamation ; which has had 
a wonderful effect, as there are no 
lefs than 300 who have taken and 
figned the inclofed oata. The — — 
are alfo flocking in from all quarters, 



his Majefty in this province. I have ' which I hope will oblige the rebels to 
* L " -* r : ~~~* difperfe, to take care of their families 
and property ; and had I but a few 
more men here, I would immediately 
march to Williamfburgh, my former 
place of refidence, by which I fhould 
fbon compel the whole colony to fub- 
mit. We are in great want of fmall 
arms ; and if two or three field -pieces 
and their carriages could be (pared, 
they would be of great fcrvice to Us ; 
alfo fome cartridge paper, of which 
not a fheet is to be got in this country, 
and all our cartridges are expended. — 
Since the 19th of May laft I have not 
received a fingle line from any one 
in adminiflration, though I have wrote 
volumes to them, in each of which 
I have prayed to be inflrufted, but to 
no purpofe. I am therefore determined 
to go on 4<>ing the' bell of my power 
• for 



fent them more with a view of inti- 
midating others than to punifh them, 
as they expect here that fo fure as 
they are fent to Bofton they are to 
be hanged. Robinfon is a delegate 
of our convention. Matthews was a 
Captain of their minute-men. Per- 
haps they may be of fome ufe to you, 
in txchanging them for good men. — 
The (loop not failing fo loon as I ex- 
peeled, I have to inform you, that 
on the 14th inft. I had information 
that a party of about a hundred of 
the North Carolina rebels had march- 
ed to the aiTiftance of thofe in this 
colony, and were ported at a place 
called the Great-Bridge, a very effen- 
tial pafs in the country- I accordingly 
embarked our little corps in boats, 
in the night of the 14th, with between 
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for his Majesty's ierviee^ I have ac- 
cordingly ordered a regiment, called 
the Queen's own loyal regiment, of 
500 men, to be railed immediately, 
confifling of a Lieutenant-Colonel 
Commandant, Major, and ten com- 
panies, each of which is to confift of 
one captain, two lieutenants, one en- 
fign, and fifty privates, with non- 
commiflioned officers in proportion. — 
You may obfcrve, by my proclama- 
tion, that I offer freedom to the — — 
of all rebels that join me, in confe- 
quence of which there are between 
2 and 300 already come in, and thofe 
I form into corps as fail as they come 
in, giving them white officers and 
non-commiffioners in proportion.'*- 
And from thefe two plans, I make no 
doubt of getting men enough to re- 
duce this colony to a proper fenfe of 
their duty. My next diftrefs will be 
the want of arms, accoutrements, and 
money, all of which you may be able 
to relieve me from. The latter I am 
fare you can, as there are many mer- 
chants here who are ready to fupply 
me, on my giving them bills on you, 
which you will have to withdraw, and 
give your own in their room. I hope 
mis mode will be agreeable to you ; 
it is the fame that General Gage 
propofed. I have now, in order to 
carry on the recruiting bufinefs, vic- 
tualling, cloathing, &c. drawn on you 
for 5000L fterling, and have appoint- 
ed a pay-mailer, who will keep exact 
accounts. I wiih you would inform 
me, by the return of the floop, what 
bounty money may be given to thofe 
who enlifl. Having heard that 1000 
chofen men belonging to the rebels, 
great part of whom were riflemen, 
were on their march to attack us here, 
or to cut off our provifions, I deter- 
mined to take pQffeifion of the pais 
at the Great-Bridge, which fecures 
us the greateft part of two counties, 
to fupply us with provifions. I ac- 
cordingly ordered a ftockade to be 
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erected there, which was done in a 
few days; and I put an officer and 
2; men to garrifon it* with fome 
volunteers and , who have de- 
fended it again fl all the efforts of 
the rebels tor thefe eight days pail* 
We have killed feveral of their men, 
and I make no doubt we (hall now 
be able to maintain our ground 
there; but mould we be obliged to 
abandon it, we have thrown up an 
intrenchment on the land fide of 
Norfolk, which I hope they never 
will be able to force. Here we are 
contending with only a very fmall 
part of a regiment, againft the ex- 
tenfive colony of Virginia. If you 
would but fpare me, for a few 
months, the 64th regiment now in 
the caille, and the remaining part of 
the 14th, I really believe we fhould 
reduce this colony to a proper fenfe 
of their duty." 

Williamjh*rgb, Virginia Feb. 25. 
We are informed, that on Monday 
laft, the Hon. Richard Corbin, Efq. 
came to this city, and the next day, 
with the entire approbation of the 
Committee of Safety, continued his 
journey to Norfolk, with intention to 
go on board the Dunmore, to have a 
conference with Lord Dunmore, 
on the fubjeel of a letter his Lord- 
fhip had written to Col. Corbin, 
containing fome propofition to nego- 
ciate an accommodation withJGreat 
Britain, and to receive letters which 
had come from London, and were 
to be delivered into his own hands. 

The Mercury Frigate, Capt. Gra-< 
ham (formerly Macartney) having 
Gen. Clinton and Lord Percy oa 
board, and two tranfports, with ben 
tween 300 and 400 troops, chiefly 
light infantry of the 4th and 44th 
regiments, and a number of officers 
belonging to the 16th and 40th, be- 
fides fome engineers, arrived at 
Hampton Road from Bofton ; finco 
which (hey were joined by the King- 
D fiber 
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fiflier, and rout or five tenders, 
off Hampton, and are bound for 
North-Carolina. They all failed this 
afternoon. 

Williamjburgh, Feb. 27^ Col. Cor- 
bin is returned from 1. 1* fruitlefs 
journey to Lord Dun more, who re- 
fufed to give a commiflion for hold- 
ing an affembly, and only pro- 
pofedthat the principal gentlemen 
in the country lhould fign pro- 
pofitions for an accommodation, 
with which he would go home ; but 
we prefume he muflget tbemfigned' 
by his old friends in the fleet, or 
about Norfolk,* as he will get very 
few gentlemen* names to it. Hefaid 
commiffioners were to negociate, 
but did not fay who they were. 

His lordfhip is not recalled, but 
has leave to go if he chufes it. 
His conduft is approved of, and 
he has Unlimited power to draw 
on the treafury. Corbin fayi that 
he, General Clinton, and Capt. 
Hammond, all appeared in good 
humour, the latter declaring he had 
forbid his tenders to offer injury to 
individuals or their property, his 
ible defign being towatcrrthc water, 
and enforce the a ft s of trade. Gen, 
Clinton had four companies who 
had not landed, but, on the con- 
trary, the transports with the Mer- 
«ory had fallen down- into the road' 
(Hampton) under failing orders; he 
did not mention his deftination, but 
it was gathered from the ySung 
officers, that they were to pay a 
vifit to Governor Martin, at Cape 
. Fear, and then proceed to South 
Carolina. .On hearing that part of 
our letter to CoL Corbin read, " that 
we were not authorized or inclined 
to intermeddle in the mode of 
negociation, which muft be l*ft to 
the Ccngiefs/the General fa id there 
was nothing America could aflc in a 
conftitutionaf way but would' be 
granted,, bat ~if we relied on the 



Congrefs, we had nothing to ex- 
pect from parliament. Lord Dun- 
more wanted to borrow his troops to 
drive ours from Kemp's , he aflted 
if ours would not return i The o:her 
faid he fuppofed they would; then, 
fays the general, I don't think 
it worth while to meddle with them. 
New Tork, March 6. We are in- 
formed by a captain of a veflel from 
Rhode-lfland, that laft week Capt. 
Wallace landed his marines on Co- 
nanicut in the evening, and began 
t6 burn the buildings, but being dis- 
covered by one of the centinels, a 
numberofooT people concealed them- 
felves behind the walls and fences 
until they came hear them : but the 
commander thinking it unfair to fire 
on 'them without giving them no- 
tice, called out, " Who comes 
there?" when he heard Wallace 
order his men to make ready, upon 
which our party inftantly fired 
among them, and killed and wound- 
ed 30 of Wallace's people; among 
the fl a in was ah officer ,of marines 
and the drummer, who was killed 
by Wallace's fide, which was plain- 
ly feen by the light of thehoufes an 
fire. Thofe that were not wounded 
of Wallace's party retreated on board 
the fhips with greater hafte than 
they landed. 

Wednefday laft Wallace and his 
fteet went down the bay to Rhode- 
ifland, on which they gave him 
a canonading ate he palled, and on 
Saturday he returned again, when 
they paid him the feme compliment* 

Ne<wHaven, Feb. *i. The fol- 
lowing is an extract of a letter from 
General Arnold in Canada, dated, 
the laft 1 day* of January, 1776. 

* f 1 have the plea fare of rnfdnn-' 
ing you, my wound is in fo fair 31 
way, thatlexpeQto be on my legs 
in a fortnight. Nothwitbftanding 
our misfertune t we have continued 
the blockade efftfUally, though the' 

enemy 
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tvemy are double our number*, 
they have not dared to fliew them- 
felves without the walls. I ex- 
pelled Gen. Wooller from Montreal, 
to take theeommand here, a coun- 
cil of war thought his prefence ab- 
folutely neceffary there, fo that I 
have had a mod fatiguing time. 
The continual agitation I have been 
in has, in a great meafure, retarded 
the healing of my wound. Yefter- 
day 1 received a reinforcement of 
loo men from Montreal, and expeft 
feveral regiments from below in a 
ihort time. I have made every pof- 
fible preparation to annoy the ene- 
my; and if I am properly fupport- 
ed, as I make no doubt I fhail be, 
from below, I have not the leaft 
doubt of Quebec's falling into our 
hands.'* 

Montreal, Feb. 4. Quebec is inr 
elofed by a contiderable body of our 
fcrces, under General Arnold ; they 
hope to avoid ftorming, and thereby 
prevent effufion of blood* on both 
fides. The garrifbn confifts of the 
feamen belonging to two frigates', 
and the merchantmen that winter at 
Quebec, two companies of wretched 
emigrants, raifed from the outikirts 
offuburbs, the dependents of go* 
vernment; and a few citizens, whofe 
expofed effects obliged theirremain* 
ing to preferve. Jh the whole, we 
eftimate from twelve to thirteen 
hundred men capable to bear arms ; 
a body not fufficient to do the daily 
duty of guards only. To this may 
be added the want of wood, to that 
degree, that (by a defcrter juft ef- 
caped) withoutdeftroying the houfes, 
there remains not fuel for five days. 
Thefe eircumftances, we flatter our- 
felvea, will engage General Carl- 
ton, out of humanity, to offer terms 
before the feafon becomes fo ad- 
vanced, as to oblige the continental 
army to force their admittance. 

Hiladelphia* Marches By an ex- 
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prefs from Montreal at late as tn» 
aoth of February, we learn, that 
onr little army, under General Ari 
nold, was reinforced by 600 frefli 
men, that they were in high fpirits^ 
that they kept up the blockade of 
Qaebec, in which, it is fai.d by 
fome deferters, that the enemy ard 
in great diftref* for want of fuel % 
that the failors murmur a good deal* 
and talk of laying down their arms; 
that they had burntfc venal outhoufes* 
wharfs, &c ; for want <tf other foeh , 
He alfo informs, that Captain Dor- 
fey and Jenkins, of CoJ. De Haas 
Battalion, with their companies* 
Were arrived at Montreal, and thai 
"Captains Davis and Williams were 
within a few days march of it; fo • 
that in all probability thofe fbuf 
companies would be before Quebec 
by the laft of February, We alfp 
learn that our people, who are pri- 
foners in Quebec, are well treated.- 
Extraft of a letter ffotH Montreal j 
Feb. 21, 1776. 

" Capt. Graham of the feconoj 
battalion is juft arrived from Que- 
bec; nothing very material, but 
Chat the blockade is kept up com* 
pletely, and frequent deiertions from 
the town : I am cold they have been 
feen to break up the veffels in the 
harbour for fire-wood : this abfolute- 
ly does great honour to Gen. Arnold 
and his little party, however they will, 
now get e*fe, as troops are coming 
in pretty fad; onecompanyof Penn-' 
fylvania troops arrived yefterday. 
with fome American manufactured 
Gunpowder, and many of the New- 
England Volunteers. We now have, 
I imagine, about 1500 men before 
Quebec, but before the reinforce- 
ment arrived, the blockade was kept 
up by 500 men, exclufive of a few 
Canadians, in whom little ornode- 
pen dance could at that time be put, 
nor indeed at any time, without a 
greater force of continental troops." 

D z The 
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The following extract is a proofhow 
little foundation there is in the pre- 
amble to the fubfcription for the 
Clergy of the Church of England in 
America. The fom fubfcribed proves 
the credulity and fervility of the fob- 
fcribers. Will any one of them fay, 
lie has feen thofe *' authentic ad* 
vices of the diffcrefs of the clergy in 
America ?"* If they have not, may it 
not be fufpecled that afervile defire to 
recommend themfelves to the potent 
patrons of the fubfcription, more than 
real charity, moved them to contri- 
bute to a fund, which will moft pro- 
bably be applied to the fupport of 
thofe refugee American priefts, who 
are moftly a difgrace to their pro- 
feffion. 

If any thing could make theft 
men, who are the real authors of 
this impofitlon upon the public, and 
the patrons of it, blufh, it would be 
the proof of the Uriel and early atten- 
tion to the clergy by the very people 
whom they have flandered as their 
perfecutors ; a flander which will 
convince the Americans how very well 
founded their repugnance was to the 
admiflion ofepifcopacy among them, 
Extrafis from the Proceedings of the 
Convention of Virginia, Feb* and 
March ^ 1776. 

* And be it further ordained, that 
where theveftries fhall not have com- 
pounded with' their ntinifters for their 
receiving money in' 1 lieu of tobacco 
ibr their falaries, according to a late 
aft of aflembly,* in fuc'h cafe the col- 
lector of the parifh levy -fhall convey 
the tobacco ib as to be received for 
levies, to the* houfe of the minifter, 
who fhall receive the tobacco fo brought 
from time to rime, until his full falarf 
offixteehthoufond pounds of tobacco; 
with the allowance of 4 per cent, for 



ca/ks, and 4 per cent, for flrrinkage, 
with the ufual expence for tranfport- 
ing the fame to the neareft public 
landing, on fome navigable river, is 
fully paid j and the refidue of the 
•tobacco fo to be received, fhall be by 
the collector carefully prized up ijt 
hogfheads and fold, according to the 
directions Of the laft-mentioned act. — 
But this is not extend to, or affe# 
fnch counties or pariihes where by 
law the inhabitants are allowed to pay 
their levies at a certain price in 
money. 

* And be it further declared and or- 
dained, that the feveral veitries /hall 
be empowered to levy for the collec- 
tor of their feveral levies fuch addi- 
tional allowance for his trouble in 
collecting the tobacco in manner afore- 
faid, as to them fhall feem reafonable, 
according to the extent of the parifh ; 
and fhall alfo allow the minifter two 
fhillings and iixpence for every thou- 
fand pounds of tobacco by him re- 
ceived for his falary as afbrefaid, for 
prizing up the fame. 

VIRGINIA. 
A petition of fundry inhabitants of 
the counties of Norfolk, and Princefs 
Anne, was prefented to the conven- 
tion, and read ; fetting forth, that 
from the commencement of the pre- 
fenr unhappy dtfputes between the 
Britifh Parliament and the Colonies, 
they have been uniformly active in 
promoting the meafures recommended 
by the General Congrefs and Con- 
vention, for the pfefervation and de- 
fence of their rights Y and liberties 5 
that, in confequence of this conduct^ 
many of them had been reduced to 
the cruel neceflity of abandoning their 
aged "parents, their wives ana chili 
dren, and leaving them to the marcy 
of a lawlefs, plundering foldiery, and 
the more favage flave ; that their 



* The preamble of the advertisement wai in thefe worJi : 'Many authentic accounts 
havingbeen received of the dilheffes of the Clergy of the Church of England in North Ame- 
nca, tnt Archbi/hops and Bifliops (wiih bis MajefryY approbation) have opened a Subscrip- 
tion for their relief ; and they doubt not of the concurrence, &c* 

1 plantations 
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plantations had been ravaged, their 
wives and children Gripped almoft to 
nakednefs, their very bed-chambers 
invaded at the filent hour of mid- 
night, by ruffians with drawn daggers ; 
their hoofes not only robbed of pUte, 
money, and eveiy thing valnabie, 
but wantonly reduced by Ere to a&es ; 
their perfons treated with every in- 
dignity that elated infolence and cru- 
elly could fuggeft ; fome of then- 
friends dragged into confinement, and 
now languiftiing under the hands of 
oppreffion ; that they lamented the 
tardy and equivocal con daft of fome 
of their luke-warm friends, by which 
Lord Dunmore had been encouraged 
to begin thefe depredations, which, 
with fome concealed as well as open 
and avowed enemies, he continued to 
commit fo long with impunity ; that 
whilft our troops keep poffeffion of 
Norfolk, they enjoy a ftate of fafety ; 
but the poffibility of their being dif- 
lodged, prefents a dreadful profpect of 
the renewal or the exercife of greater 
cruelties ; that they can but endea- 
vour to guard againft fuch calamities 
in future ; that they apprehend the 
friends to their country are much in- 
ferior to its enemies among the lead- 
ers of the people in the two coun- 
tries ; that they have every thing to 
fear from thofe who have thereby 
been induced to bear arms againft 
their country, fhould they have it in 
their power ; that many of their 
friends have been obliged to abandon 
their homes, which has put it out of 
their power to bear teftimony againft 
many who had been apprehended, 
and juftly deferved punifhment ; and 
praying that a ftrift enquiry might be 
made into the conducl of thoTe who 
had appeared inimical to this coun- 
try, and that they might be removed 
to fome diftant part of the colony, or 
fo difpofed of, as to prevent their 
doing farther mifchief ; and earneftry 
reconunendipg, that the flaves who 



had borne arms mould be traB$arted 

to the Weft India iflands* 

Convention in Virginia. — It is 0P» 
dered, that no recruiting officer be al- 
lowed to enlift into the fervice any 
Servant whatfoever,except apprentices 
bound under the laws of this country, 
nor any fuch apprentice, unlefs the 
confent of his mailer be firft had in 
writing ; neither any man, unlefs he 
be five feet four inches, healthy, 
ftrong made, and well-limbed, not 
deaf, or fubjeft to fits. And be it 
further ordained, that over and above 
the rifle companies belonging to the 
German regiment, there be raifed 
feventeen companies of expert rifle- 
men, which fhall be allotted by the 
Committee of Safety to the refpec? 
tive regiments. 

WiUiamJbtargby March I* 
Extrafi of a Utter from a member tf 
the Provincial Congrefi of North Ca* 
rolina, to CoL Howe, dated at Hali- 
fax, Feb. 24, 1776. 

* A gentlemen by the name of 
Smith has juft lodged feven of the 
leaders of the regulators in Halifax 
goal. He informs me, that the infur- 
reclion is entirely fuppreffed, with ref- 
peft to the regulators ; and fays he 
thinks the Highlanders are difperfed 
before now. I do not give implicit 
credit to this laft conjecture. 

* However, it is clear to me that 
there will not be a gun fired upon this 
occafion; for the number of our 
troops (not lefs, perhaps, than 5000) 
will undoubtedly awe the Highlanders 
into fubmiffion, if they are not already 
flifperfed. Governor Martin, it feems, 
had kept up a correfpondence with 
the difafFe&ed in the weftern part of 
the province, had formed a plan of 
infurre&ion, uTued Colonel's commif- 
fions to many counties for this pur- 
pofe, and ordered that fuch men as 
fhould take arms mould repair to the 
royal ftandard, at Brunfwick, by the 
15 th of this month, promifing that 

they 
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ftey fhould be then and there fup- 
ported by 5000 regulars/ 
ExtraB of a letter from Cbarhfi&wn, 
, ' . . South-Carolina, March 11. 

c The Good Intent, Capt. Will. 
Baker, of 23 guns and 240 men, 
fitted out at this place, fell in the 
1 8th in ft. about 20 leagues from 
hence, with fa tranfports and one of 
the King's floops of war of 14 guns, 
when after a flout refinance the floop 
was obliged to freer of: four of the 
latter 'were taken by Capt. Baker and 
were brought in here this morning : 
they have on board provifions, cloath- 
ing, and ammunition, &c. The two 
other veflels with the floop are fup- 
pofed to be gone to Bolton,' 
£xtra3 of a genuine letter f rem Phila- 
delphia, dated March 12. 

* No doubt you feel anxious for 
your country, and will be pleafed to 
hear how matters fland on this fide of 
the water. I {hall therefore begin to 
tfie northward with Quebec : the 
whole province, except the city, fub- 
mitted to the Continental arms, under 
the brave General Montgomery, be- 
fore the firft of December ; and not- 
withftanding the fevere climate, he 
marched with his men to join Colonel 
Arnold at Quebec, before which he 
lay till near the lafh When the 
time of many of his foldiers being ex* 
pired, he refolved on an attack, in 
which he Jell, as you will fee by the 
, papers,; fince which our people have 
kept up the blockade of the town 
with about 500 men. The hardship 
thofe men have gonethrough is hardly 
credible, and too long for this letter, 
When the news of Montgomery's fall 
and defeat reached the other Colonies, 
it did not damp their fpirits, but 
raifcd them. The Congrefs voted 
more regiments, which were imme- 
diately raifed ; and in two months 
from this defeat, 2000 new raifed 
troops joined General Arnold before 
Quebec ; and by the middle or latter 
end of March, that army will amount 
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to 5 or 6000 men* When Quebec wih 
be again attempted. Bolton is ftil 
in the hands of Howe, but we are 
in hourly expectation of hearing of 
their flight, as General Wafhington 
was to begin tocanonade itlaft week. 
We have 2000 men before it — plenty 
of ftores, which have arrived here 
this winter, the want of which has 
hitherto prevented our doing any thing. 
The frequent threats of minifterialifts, 
and the. late arrival of Clinton at 
New-York, has put that province in 
a warlike pofture ; the women, chil- 
dren, and moft of their valuable ef- 
fects are removed into the country ; 
the town poflefTed and fortified by- 
batteries and breafUwork, and 5000 
men who are conftantly at work.; 
fo that in a fhort time it wil} be very 
ftrong : there is alfo 1 5 or 20,000 
men ready to go to their affiftance on 
a very fhort notice ; fo . that every 
hour after the firft twenty-four of any 
alarm, will produce hundreds of well- 
armed men. 

* Rhode-IflandispefteredbyWalr 
lace and his fhips, who hardly ever 
lands but he lofes more or lefs of his 
men ; he carries on the war in a very 
piratical manner. Every now and 
then he lands to fteal flieep, &:c. at 
which time, if he can, he burns 
houfes, and murders the helplefs, not 
daring to wait ; and as foon as he 
fees any of our armed men coming, 
he flies. . 

' Pennfylvania is ftill unattacked, 
but preparing for the worft. Our 
river is defended by chevaux-de-frife 
funk in the channel (on which no lefc 
than three veflels have been funk by 
careleflhefs of pilots) a very large and 
ftrong chain ; a battery ; a 20 gun 
fliip ; a large floating battery to carry 
20 eighteen pounders : and 13 row 
gallies, with an eighteen pounder in 
their bows, and 50 men properly pro- „ 
vided for in each ; three battalions of 
regulars ; and from 30 to 40,000 
militia. 

* Nothing 
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and lead, * the bowels ofourcouh* 
try produce more than fufficient for 
a war of 1000 years. 

■* In a fhort time we mall haye at 
lead 30 fhips of war, from 3S guns 
downwards, befides (if the miniftry 
carry on their piratical war) a great 
number of privateers. When you 
return, you wilt be furprized to fee 
what the mother of invention has 
done for us; I jealiy believe, if we 
are harafted for one year more, we 
ihall not want any thing from 
Europe. 

" The miniftry have often un- 
juftly accufed us of looking after in- 
dependency; but what they pretend 
to ' dread, their meafures will in a 
fhort time bring forth.* * Common 
fenie,' which I herewith fend you, 
is read to all rapks ; and as many as 
read, fo many become converted • 
though perhaps the hour ' before 
were molt violent againft the leaft 
idea of independence. This fura- 
mer's campaign will, I make no 
doubt, fct ' us free from the (hackles 
of education ;' and the king of Bri. 
tain, inftead of being the idol of 
Americans, will be of little more 
importance here than to frighten 
little children. 

You will fee by the papers, "that 
our people have opened their bat* 
teries on Bofton, * which is de (lined 
to the flames.' I wifh I could con* 
vey to you afmall idea of the ardour 
^ which inflames our young men, whQ 
turn out with more alacrity on the 
ieaft alarm, than they would to 
a ball. 

I am, your's, &c." 

Extra & of a Utter from Philaddpbi^ 

M^ch 18. 

" By a gen$Umun from Annapolis 

ve learn, that the Otter floip of 

• war and five tenders went up to 

Annapolis in querl of provifions, 

• For every old woman in America could make foft foap formerly, and as eafily now, ai the 
Americans can at prefentmake faltpetre, find bnmftone, or, in fact, Hand up for the cuential 
liberties of England, and its once hallowed dominioni, 

which 



C v. 

* Nothing has happened in Virgi- 
nia fince the entire deftruttion of Nor- 
folk ; but they are there, as well as 
in North and South Carolina, pre- 
paring for the moft vigorous defence ; 
and by the month of April will have 
30 or 40,000 men ready to take the 
field, all which will att jointly or Se- 
parately, as exigencies may require. 
Amongft thefe are a great number 
of riflemen. But where are your re- 
fources, fay you ? Money we have 
fufficient. By our induftry abroad, 
we have got fafely landed in different 
parts of this Continent, (notwith- 
ftanding the low arts of the miniftry, 
and all their men of war) upwards of 
100 tons of powder, 150 tons of felt-. 
petre, and a large quantity of fmall 
arms, which will fupply us for the 
firft part of the campaign ; for the 
other, we expect to be under no obli- 
gations to any ftate on earth for the 
(lores, Sec. 

€ At New York we have a founder 
who has already cad 14 or 1 5 excelr 
lent brafs field-pieces. We have a 
foundery for iron' ordnance, from 24 
pounders to fwivels. As to iron fhot, 
we have plenty, and, on a pincji, 
could fupply the whole world ; and 
as for fmall arms, we are not at the 
leaft lofs, except for the locks-, in 
which branch there will foon be a 
great number of hands employed, — - 
The means made ufe of to introduce 
the manufacture of faltpetre, has me; 
with the defired fuccefs ; fo that the - 
women make it in many parts of the 
country. From the various accounts^, 
we fhall by midfumrrier have 30 or 40 
tons, or more, of our own manufac- 
ture. In one manufactory they make 
50 cwt. per week. At Newbury, ia 
New-England, they make at leaft 
100 lb. per day. In fhort, it is now 
as eafy to make faltpetre, as it is. to 
make foft foap *. As to brimftone 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 32 ) 

which he requefted by letter to the five of which had the good format 
governor, but was plumply refufed 
by the people ; that his arrival there 
had much frightened the women and 



children in Annapolis, fo that the 
town was entirely deferted by them. 
The Otter then proceeded towards 
Baltimore, and in her way fell in 
with a (hip loaded with flour, bound 
out, which had run aftiore; but not 



to efcape. 

WiUiamjhurgh, March 8. We have 
intelligence that the gaol diftemper 
rages with great violence on board 
Lord Dunmore's fleet, particularly 
among the negn&e forces; upwards 
of 140 of whom* have died within 
a fliort time, and who, as fa ft a» they 
expire, are thrown over board to. 



being able to get her off, the people the (harks who Twarm thereabouts* 

of Baltimore pufticd off their armed A letter from the Mayor of New*York 

fliip, retook the flour loaded (hip, to the printer of the Gazette at that 

got her off, and brought her back. place. 

The Otter and her five tenders lay in " Sir, 

fight a great part of the time. We « Indofed I fend you a copy of a 

hear our Maryland brethren, on the letter I received from Governor 

firft alarm, flew to arms with the Tryon, incloflng an addrefs to the 



utmoft alacrity, and flood ready to 
repel the hoftile invaders had they 
attempted to land." 

Philadelphia, March 20. By a gen- 
tleman arrived in this city from 
Montreal, which place he left the 
Ath inftant, we are informed that 
6000 troops in the Continental fer- 
vice had arrived in that city, and 
2000 at Quebec ; and that Montreal 
had chofen two delegates (MeiT. 
Walker and Price) to fend to the 
Congrefs, who fet out on their way 



inhabitants of this Colony, which 
add reft he has de fired me to get pub- 
lifted. I have therefore fent you a 
copy of the letter and addrefs, in 
order for your inferring them in your 
paper, if you think proper. 

*' I am, fir, your humble fervant, 
*' D. Matthews. 
" New-York, March 16, 1776." 

" Ship Duchefs of Gordon, North 

tiver, March l6, 1776. 
" Sir, 
c I defire you will lay before the 



for Philadelphia the 1 ft inftant.— gentlemen of the corporation the in 

Our river is full of (hips of all clofed exhortation to the inhabitants 

nations. French, Spanifli, Dutch, of this Colony, and that you will 

&c. colours in great numbers are to communicate the fame to the public, 

be feen upon the (hips; but moft and alfo have itinferted in the feve- 

French. The American ports are ralnews papers pnbliftied to the city 

open to fhipsofall nations, and the of New-York. I am, fir, 
trade is immenfe. your moft obedient fervant, 

Extrac? of a letter from Philadelphia, " Wm. Tryon.'* 

March 21. " David Matthews, Efq; Mayor of 



* The Mercury, of 20 guns,and an 
armed brig in the fervice of govern- 
ment, commanded by a lieutenant of 
the navy, have taken within thefe 
few days near this place, eight fail 
pf our veffels, from Curacoa and 
St* Euftatia, they were laden with 
jpowder and warlike (lores; there 
were thirteen of them in company, 



the city of New York. 

" Ship Duchefs of Gordon, North 

River, New-Tor k> March 16 , 1776. 

To the inhabitants of the Colony of 

^ New-York, 

" Notwithftanding prejudice, de- 

lufion, and faction have hitherto, 

among too many, gfurped the feat 

of reafon and reflection, and every 

exhort- 
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exhortation I have offered to the in- 
habitants of this province, (in whi>fe 
affection I have been taught to be 
happy) has been reviled, and treated 
with neglect, yet as my wifties for 
their profperity and feelings for their 
calamities, cannot eafily be fup- 
prefTed, eventowards thedifobedienr, 
I cannot but repeat my endeavours 
to recal thofe who have revolted 
from their allegiance to a fenfe of 
their duty, and to comfort thofe 
who have been the objects of op- 
preffion, for their zealous attach- 
ment to our happy conftitution, 
and their fteadv obedience to tht 
fovereignty of the Brjtiih empire. 

" It is in the clemency and au- 
thority of Great Britain only, under 
God, that we caji look for happi* 
nefs, peace and protection ; and I 
have it in command from the 
king to encourage, by every means 
in roy power, the expectations ia 
his Majefty's well difpofed fubjects 
in this government, of every affift- 
»nce and protection the ftate of 
Great Britain will enable his Ma- 
jelly to afford them, and to cherifh 
every appearance of a difpofition on 
their part, to withftand the tyranny 
and mifrule which accompany the 
acta of thofe who have but too well 
hitherto fucceeded in the total fub~ 
yerfion of legal government. Un- 
der fuch affurances therefore, I ex- 
hort all the friends to good order, 
and our juftly admired conftitution, 
ftill to preferve that conftancy of 
mind* which it inherent in the 
breafts of virtuous and loyal citizens, 
and I trull a very few months will 
relieve them from their prefent op- 
preffed, injured, and infulted con- 
dition, 

" England, Scotland, Ireland, 
and WMfs, have united to place 
their whole ftrength, power, and 
confidence j a ^ Majefty's hands. 



tt ) 

The numerous adrefleifrom alt parts 
of the king's dominions in Europe, 
fpealc the loyalty and zeal with 
which his fubjects there engage to 
fupport his Majefty in averting the 
maintaining the juft fovereignty of 
the Britifti empire over all its 
members. 

«' The Brittfh ftate moves not by 
fudden and violent {allies, nor wan* 
tonly opprefles; me has lenity for 
her bafie, and is diftinguifhed for 
moderation and forbearance; but 
when her juft indignation is roufed, 
the experience of other nations can 
teftify her weight and force. It can- 
not be fufficiently lamented that the 
conduct of this country has called 
for fo fevere a rod. May a timely 
and dutiful fubmiffion avert its 
ftroke. 

" I have the fatisfaaion to in- 
form you, that a door is ftill open 
to fuch honeit, but deluded people, 
as mall avail themfelves of the juft ice 
and benevolence which the fupreme 
legiflature has held out to them of 
being reflored to the Icing's grace 
and peace, and that proper fteps 
have been taken for paffing a com- 
miffion for that purpofe, under the 
Great Seal of Great Britain, in con- 
formity to a provision in a hate aft 
of parliament, the commiffionera 
thereby to be appointed having alfo 
power to enquire into the ftate and 
condition of the Colonies for effect- 
ing a reft oration of public tran- 
quility, 

WM. TRYON." 
In Congrtfif March 16, yy]6. 

* The Congrefs, conftdering the 
warlike preparations of the Britifh 
miniftry to fabvert our invaluable 
rights and privileges, and to reduce 
us, by fire and fword, by the fa- 
vages of the wildeVnefs and our own 
domeftics, to the rooft abject and 
ignominious bondage; defirous, at 
£ the 
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the lame time, to have people of all • may univerfally prevail t and this can* 



ranks and degrees duly imprefled with 
a folemn fenfe of God's fuperintending 
providence, and of their duty devout- 
ly to rely in all their lawful enter- 
prizes on his aid and direction, do 
earneftly recommend that Friday the 
17th day of May next be obferved by 
the faid colonies as a day of humilia- 
tion, falling and prayer ; that we 
may with united hearts confefs and 
bewail our manifold fins and tranf- 
greffions and by a fincere repentance 
and amendment of life appeafe his 
righteous difpleafure, and through 
tne merits and mediation of Jelus 
Chrill obtain his pardon and forgive- 
nefi, humbly imploring his affiftance 
to fruftrate the cruel purpofes of our 
unnatural enemies ; and by inclining 
their hearts tojuftice and benevolence, 
prevent the further effufion of kindred 
blood. But if continuing deaf to the 
voice of reafon and humanity, and in- 
flexibly bent on defolation and war, 
they conftrain us to repel their hoflile 
invasions by open refinance, that it 
may pleafe the Lord of Hofts, the 
God of Armies, to animate our offi- 
cers and foldiers with invincible for- 
titude, to guard and protect them in 
the day of battle, and to crown the 
Continental arms by fea and land, 
with victory and fuccefs : Earneftly 
befeeching him to blels our civil rulers 
and the reprefentatives of the people 
in their feveral aflemblies and con- 
ventions ; to preferve and ftrengthen 
their union ; to infpire them with an 
ardent diiinterefted love of their coun- 
try ; to give wifdoro and liability to 
their councils ; and direct them to the 
moll efficacious meafures for ellablifli- 
ing the rights of America on the moll 
honourable and permanent bafis ; that 
he would be gracioully pleafed to 
blefs all the people in theje colonies 
with health and plenty ; and grant 
that % lpirit of incorruptible patriot- 
ifm arid of pure undented religion 



tlnent be fpeedily reftored to the 
bleffings of peace and liberty, and 
enabled to tranfmit them inviolate to 
the lateft pofterity. And it is recom- 
mended to Chriftians of all denomi- 
nations, to alTemble for public wor- 
Ihip, and abftain from fervile labour 
on the faid day. By order of the 1 
Congrefs. 

John Hancock, President. * 
Extraft of a Utter from Philadelphia^ 
March 9. 

* Gunpowder has lately fallen here 
confiderably in price on account of 
the great quantity of that article, 
which has lately arrived in America, 
from foreign parts. Several hundred 
new firelocks have been lately made by 
fome foreigners, which after being 
in the water for feveral hours, will 
do as much execution as if they had 
never been wet. The 17th inft. the 
Cornet, of 28 guns, commanded by 
Capt. Charles Atkins, belonging to 
thb port, arrived here in a di&reffed 
fituation, flie having met an Englifh 
frigate off St. Kitt's, when an engage- 
ment enfued, which lafted fix glahes, 
wherein ths frigate was obliged at 
laft to Iheeroff, as fne had her mizen- 
mail Ihot away, and it is fuppofed 
two-thirds of her crew were killed, as 
they fought yard-arm and yard-arm, 
during, the greatell part of the action. 
Extrag of a letter from Charleftowt, 
South-Carolina, March 17. 

€ The Congrefs have refolved, that 
it be earnellly recommended to their 
conllituents to promote union and 
harmony by every means in ' their 
power ; that for this purpofe, all thofe 
things be avoided which tend to pro- 
mote difaffection between the people, 
utterly difcountenancing national re- 
flections, and engaging to be watchful 
and diligent, that the laws for the 
peace and good order of the Colony 
be obferved inviolate as far as may 
be.' 

Several 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



(35 ) 

Several Utters from die Weft In- or General Committee, 



dies, mention the exceffive dearnefs of 
provifions there, particularly at An- 
tigua, St. Kitt's, &c. and add the 
tranfports lately blown thither have 
afforded them a little temporary fup- 
ply. 

In Provincial Congrefs, Charles-Town, 
March 1 6. 

* Refolded r , Ht, That any perfon in 
the different provinces, who has arms, 
ammunition, or other articles neceffary 
for our defence, to difpofe of, or fhall 
import any of thofe articles for fale, 
and fball not after the publication of 
thefe refolutions inform the chairman, 
or deputy chairman of this Con- 
grefs, of the quantity or quality of 
the fame, he fhall be held up to the 
public as an enemy to this country. 

* Refolded, 2d. That any perfon 
who lhall, during the unhappy contefl 
with our parent ftate, difpofe of any 
arms, ammunition, or other articles 
afbrefaid, to any perfon knowing, or 
having reafon to believe fuch perfon 
to be inimical to the liberties ofAme- 
rica, or fhall put fuch articles in the 
hands of any fuch perfon, or any other 
perfon, knowing or having reafon to 
believe they are to be uTed again ft 
thofe liberties, he fhall be held up as 
an enemy to this country : which 
being unanimoufly agreed to. Or- 
dered the fame to be publifhed in 
hand-bills. 

Extrud of a letter from Charles-Town, 
South Carolina, March 18. 

* The Provincial Congrefs having 
received an information, that certain 
perfons have bought up, and others 
are now buying India corn, with a 
defign to take advantage of the times, 
they yeflerday agreed to the following 
refolutions, viz. 

* Refolded, That fuch engroffing 
16 intolerable, and ougnt not to' be fuf- 
fercd at this prefent juncture. 

* Refolded, That, fuch perfons as 
may have bought India corn, ought 
not to fell it an advanced price, and 
tfjat proper information ought imme- 
diately to be laid before the Congrefs 



* The Congrefs have prohibited 
the exportation of corn acid rice for 
fix months ; and have refolved to 
have public granaries forthwith, in 
order to lay up a proper quantity of 
flour and rice for public ufe, and have 
appointed commiffioners to fee that 
bufinefs be carried into immediate 
execution/ 

Advices from Virginia fay, that 
they have on foot in that colony a 
regular army of n ; ne battalions, a^ 
mounting to upwards of 7000 men, 
including officers, to be commanded 
by one major-general, and two bri- 
gadier-generals, beiides minute-men, 
and a well trained militia of between 
60 and 70,000 men. They make 
above iooolb. of faltpetre in a day : 
They have opened and work fulphur 
and lead mines, which prove fp fer- 
tile, that they will have enough of 
thefe articles in a year to fuppfy the 
whole continent. They have efta- 
bhfhed manufactories of guns and 
other arms ; of whkh they make 
large quantities ; fo that they have 
no apprehenfion of the leaft want of 
arms or ammunition. 



General Schuyler* s account of his expe- 
dition to Tryon County. 
Publifhed by order of the Honourable 
Continental Congrefs. 

Sir, Albany, January 23, 1776. 

* On the evening of the twenty- 
firfl I returned from Tryon county ; 
the following is a narrative of that 
little excurfion. 

* As I had no troops here to carry 
into execution the refolutions of the 
Congrefs, I was under the ncceffity 
of communicating my bufinefs to the 
fub-committee of this county, which 
I did, having previoufly adminiflered 
an oath of Secrecy. V/hilfl the com- 
mittee were devifing the means to 
collect a body of men for this fervice, 
and much puzzled what reafons to 

five for doing it, the letter and affi- 
avit from Tryon county (copies of 
which I had the honour to tranfmit 
. E z you 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



C 36 ) 

you by m) laftexprefs-) came to hand, fbrmed us that you had heard that 



and the at.jtmt/ contained in them 
were madethcoftenfible reafons for raid- 
ing the militia. Although I thought two 
or three hundred men, with the Tryon 
county Whigs, fufficient to complete 
my bufinefs, yet I readily confented 
that feven hundred fhould be called 
upon, at once to difcourage the Tories 
in other parts of die country, and to 
give confidence to the Whigs in all 
parts, but fuch was the zeal and ala- 
crit/of the people, that although the 
weather was cold in the extreme, it 
was impoflible to prevent their com- 
ing U P> which they did in fuch num- 
bers, that by the time I reached Cagh- 
nawaga* I had very near, if not 
quite, three thoufand men, including 
nine hundred of the Tryon county 
militi,. * 

On Tuefday the fixteenth, I marched 
to Schenettady, and on the evening of 
that day a deputation from the Mo- 
hawk Indians met us, and delivered 
me the following fpeech, in a very 
haughty tone. 

* We intended to have gone down 
to Albany, in ofder to fpeak to you, 
but thank God that he has given us 
an opportunity to meet you here, as 
we have fome matters tocommunicate 
to you .' To which I gave the follow- 
ing anfwer.— * I am very glad to fee 
you here, and I fhall be glad to hear 
what the brothers have to fay, as my 

ears are always open to them.* 

Whereupon Abraham proceeded as 
follows: ' brothers, you lately fent 
to our place four men, who arrived to 
us laft Sunday morning. They told 
us they were ient up to us by you, 
to inform us of thofe military prepara- 
tions, which were making down in 
this quarter. By them you let us 
know that you thought it not prudent 
to fund armed men amon^ft us, with- 
out previoufly notifying us. Like- 
wife, Brothers, your meffengers^ in- 
formed us of the reafons of your 
coming in this manner. You in- 



there were a number of men embo- 
died at Sir John's, about Johnftowh ; 
yon told us likewife, that as foon as 
they had completed their body, they 
intended to deftroy the fettlements up 
and down the river. You informed 
us that you were coming up, to en- 
quire into the truth of the report, 
and who it was that gave out com- 
miffions, and what were their defigns. 

* At the fame time you aflured us, 
that no harm was intended againftus, 
the Six Nations, as we had Jail fum- 
mer publickly engaged that we would 
take no part againft you in your dif- 
pute with the great King over the 
great water. 

* Brothers, you told us that you 
would come to fearch into the truth 
of the report, and you aflured us alfo, 
that you would not be the firft ag- 
greflbr, and that it fhould be their 
own fault, if any Hood was fpilr. 

* You told us that you would ac- 
quaint the Lower Caftle firft of the? 
defign, that they fhould fend up to 
the Upper Caftle, and they to the 
Oneyda, and they to the Onondaga M 
and fo through the whole Six Na- 
tions. 

* Brothers, we thanked your mef- 
fengers for the fpeech delivered to us, 
and we Would confider of it for Come 
time, toreturn them an anfwer. Ac- 
cordingly, Brothers, a fmall number 
of us, who take care of the news, met 
in council on this occafion. 

* We thanked your me/Tengers for 
informing us firft of your defigns. 
We faidwe know the agreement which 
was entered into with the whole 
Twelve United Colonies. At that 
meeting; you remember it was agreed 
to remove all pblFacies out of the way 
of the path of peace, to keep it open, 
that we might pafs and repais without 
being annoyed. 

* Brothers you told us that you 
came to enquire into the truth of the 
report, which might be done by four 

o* 
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or fix, without any danger in making 
the inquiry. 

* We propofed your fending up fix 
perfons to enquire into the truth of 
this matter, as it would be a (hame to 
interrupt them, as bo perfbn would 
be fo mean to give them any ob- 
fbuftion. 

* As for fending your belt forward, 
we thought to retain it, until we had 
heard whether our propofal had been 
accepted or no. 

* And we defire that you would 
confider of this matter, and keep your 
troops at home, and let Us know your 
mind ; and if, after confidering of 
our propofals, you do not agree to 
them, that you will then let us know 
what you intend to do. 

* They likewife lent word to you, 
that when they had heard from you, 
whether you accepted of our propofals, 
that we would then do as you defire 
in fending up the news. 

* Brothers, we expecled an anfwer 
to our propofals, but none arrived 
until we were informed, by a woman 
who returned from Albany, that 
thofe preparations were actually mak- 
ing, and that troops were actually 
marching in the. country. We then, 
Brothers, took the matter into confe- 
deration, and determined it was bell 
for a party to meet you, and you fee 
us this day, Brothers, arrived. We 
come, Brothers, \o beg of you that 
you take good care an,d prudence of 
what you are going about. We beg 
of you, Brothers, to remember the 
engagement which was made with 
the Twelve United Colonies at our in- ( 
terview lali fummer, as we then en- 
gaged to open the path of peace, and 
to keep it undefiled from blood, at 
the fame rime fomething of a different 
nature made its appearance. ' You 
effured us, Brothers, that if any were 
found in our neighbourhood inimical 
to us, that you would confider them 
as enemies. The Six Nations then 



fuppofed that the fon of Sir William 
was pointed at by that expreffion. — 
We then defired particularly that he 
might not be injured, as it was not 
in his power to injure the caufe j and 
that therefore he might not be mo- 
lefted. The Six Nations then faid 
they would not concern themfelves 
with your operation in other parts, 
but particularly defired that this path 
might be free from blood. 

* And now, Brothers, we repeat 
it again ; we beg of you to take good 
care, and not to fpill any blood in this 
path, and the more efpecially, Bro- 
thers, as it is as but of this day that 
the Six Nations had fo agreeable an 
interview with the Colonies, and our 
Chiefs are now hunting in the woods, 
afld not dreaming that there is any 
profpect that this pith is, or will be, 
defiled with blood. 

* We informed you, Brothers, that 
we had heard of a woman, that you 
was advancing, and that you had 
cannon ; we then took it into confi- 
deration ; we thought it Grange that 
cannon mould be brought into the 
country, as the Twelve United Co- 
lonies had fo lately opened the path 
of peace. As you will remember that 
this path was open laft fpring, and the 
Six Nations agreed to keep it open, we 
then thought what could influence the 
Twelve United Colonies to open this 
path, and from the prefent appear- 
ance it is as if with adefign that the 
cannon fhould pafs free from all ob- 
flruclion. 

* Brothers, attend ! It was your 
rcqucft, and a matter agreed upon by 
the Twelve United Colonies, that we 
fhould mind nothing but peace ; 
therefore, Brothers, as we mean to 
obferve that agreement, we have ex- 
prefTed ourfelvcs as above, awd as, 
Brothers, we mind nothing but peace, 
we lock upon ourfelvcs as mediators* 
between the two parties. Therefore, 
Brothers, as your meiTengers declared 

that 
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that yon would not be the aggreflbrs, 
we informed Sir John of this, and ear- 
Beftly begged of him not to be the 
aggreftbr, or the means of Ihedding 
Wood, and the fame time allured him 
that if we found he fhould be the ag- 
greflbr, we would not pay any farther 
attention to him, and likewife told 
them that if our Brothers of the 
"United Colonies were the aggreflbrs, 
that we fhould treat them in the fame 
manner* 

* This is what we told Sir John, 
as we look upon ourfelyes to be me- 
diators between both parties, and as 
we have faid .before, defired him not 
to be the aggreflbr* 

* To which Sir John replied* that 
wejcnowhisdifpofition very well, and 
that he had no mind to be the ag- 
{refior* He afiured us that he would 
mot be the aggreflbr, but if the people 
came up to take away his life, he 
would do as well as he could, as the 
law of nature juftified every perfon to 
ftand in his own defence* 

* According to the news we have 
leard, it is as though Sir John 'would 
tfiut up the path of peace in that 
cjua*ter, but that is impoflible he 
feottld do it, as he has but a mere 
iandful of friends. But, Brothers, 
if this company who are now pafline 
fcy, fhould go up, and any thing bad 
&ould happen, we (lull look on y'ou 
as fhutting up the path. 

* It has been reprefented to you, 
brothers, that it fecms that Sir John 
b making military preparations, and 
that he is making a fort round his 
loufe ; but, Brothers, as we live fo , 
iresr him, we fhould certainly know 
rt if any thing of that nature fhould 
ft>e done, eipecially as we go there fo 
frequently on account of our father 
the minifter, who fometimes performs 
divine fcrvicc at that place. We have 
never ken any hoftile preparations 
made there, there is no cannon nor 
any thing of that kind, and that all 
skngs remamed in the i&me filiation 
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it was in the life-time of Sir William* * 

* Brothers, we would not conceal 
any thing from you, it would not be 
right to ufe deceit, neither do we 
mean to do it ; the minds of our 
counfellors are very much grieved, 
and aggrieved at that part of the dif- 
pofition of thofe whom we may call 
our warriors, as there are fome among 
us of different minds, as there are 
among you. Brothers, our counfel- 
lors remembering the covenant we 
laft fummer made with our brethren 
the Twelve Colonies, have all along, 
ftrongly urged our warriors to peace,, 
and have checked them when a con- 
trary difpofition appeared. Our minds 
are very much grieved to find any 
of our warriors of a different fenti- 
roent. We have hitherto been able 
to reftrain them, and hope ftiil to be 
able to do it, for matters are not now . 
carried to extremity, but if 'they are, 
our warriors will not be retrained, 
becaufe they will think themfelves 
deceived if this military force comes ' 
into the country.* 

* We have declared to you, bro- 
thers, that we would pot deceive, and 
that we mean to declare our minds- 
to you openly and freely. We the 
Sachems have all along inculcated to 
the warriors fentiments of peace, and 
they have hitherto been obedient to 
us, though there have been rumours 
that they fhould be difturbed, yet we 
have hitherto been able to calm their 
minds. But, now, Brothers, fo large 
a party coming, alarms the minds of 
cur warriors. 

* They are determined, Brothers* 
to go, and be prefent at your interview 
with Sir John, and determined to fee 
and hear every thing that fhould be 
there tranfatled ; and if it fhall then 
appear that this party fhall pufh mat- 
ters to extremes, we then cannot be 
accountable for any thing that may 
happen. But as for us, Brothers, the 
counfellors are fully determined ever 
to perfevere in the path of peace. 

* Brother* 
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€ Brothers attend ! Thongh I hive cd by the Congrefs and yoarBrothers 
finifhed what 1 purpofed to fay, yet s of Albany and Scheneclady, have 



I will add one thing more* When 
the news of your approach arrived 
at our town, it caufed great confu- 
sion, fome were ready to take to 
their arms, obferving that thofe re- 
ports refpecling the unfriendly dif- 
pofition of the colonies were sow 
verified* I begged of them, brothers* 
to poftefs their minds in peace for a 
few days. I told them that 1 myfelf 
would go to Albany and inquire into 
the truth of the matter. I was fo con- 
scious of my own innocency, that 
no hoftile appearance could deter 
me, however formidable. I there- 
fore defire them to fit {till until my 
return, which might be in two 
days, if I went to Albany ; this, 
brothers, is the pre fent fituaiion of 
our people, they are waiting to fee 
what news 1 bring. 

* Brothers, when I made this re- 
quell to the warriors, that they 
Jhould fit ftill till my return, they 
told me that they would, which 
they are now in expectation of, and 
will do nothing till 1 get back. But, 
brothers, after my return I will re- 
peat to them the fpeech you will 
now majce to me, and if any of our 
people lhoald ftill perfift to be pre- 
sent at your interview with Sir John, 
we hope, brethren, you will not 
think hard of us as counfellors, as it 
is not in our powers to rule them as 
we pleafe* If they mould go, and 
if any thing evil fhould happen, we 
beg to know, brothers, what treat- 
ment we may expect who remain at 
home in peace. 

* Brothers, this is all we have to 
fay, this is the bufinefs which has 
brought us down, a*d we now ex- 



paid great .attention to the fpeeck 

you have delivered to us ; we now 
defire you to open yoar ears, and 
attentively liften to what we have to 
fay in anfwer. 

* Brothers, it pleafed as to hear 
you declare, that you would fpeak 
your minds freely; we afiure yo* 
that we mall do the fame, and hide 
nothing from you of what is ia 
our thoughts* 

1 Brothers, we were in hopes that 
the metfage, which we fent you bw 
Mr/ Bleecker, would have eafed 
your minds, and have convinced yo* 
that we had no hoftile intentions 
againltyou or any orher Indians, for 
if we had, we would not have font 
you that meflage, neither would we 
have fupplied you with powder as 
we did laft fummer, and again the 
other day. 

* Brothers, we are extremely forty 
that you have not complied with our 
roqueft, to fend the fpeech which 
we fent you by Mr. Bleecker to the 

. fix nations, in the manner which we 
required. 

* Brothers, yon told as that five or 
fix men would have been fufiicieat 
to have gone to Johnilown, and to 

> have inquired what was tran fading 
there, and that thefe people would 
have been in no danger, as it would 

. have been a flume to have inter* 
rupted them. We acknowledge, 
Brothers, that it would have been a 
frame if we had fent them, and they 
had been interrupted; but we have 
full proofs that many people in 
Johntiown, and the neighbourhood 
thereof, have for aconfiderable time 



paft made preparations to carry into 
pea an anfwer to carry home to our ♦execution the wicked defign of the 
people* king's evil counfellors. 

To which I delivered the follow- • Brothers, it is very true that laft 
ing anfwer, which itwaseafy to be fummer the United Colonies pro- 
perceived had thedefired efFed. mifed that the path to the Indian 

* Brothers of the Mohawk nation, country fliould be kept open. They 
* We, the commUudneis appoint* again repeat that proxnife; and al- 
though 
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though it is by the fpeciat order of 
the Congrefs, that this body of 
troops are now marching up, yet it 
is not to (hut the path, out to keep 
it open, and to prevent the people 
in and about Johnftown from cutting 
©ff the communication between us 
and our brethren of the fix nations, 
and our other brethren living upon 
the river* 

* Brothers, although we have be- 
fore obferved that the people, living 
in and about johnftown, are making 
ho&ile preparations again ft us, yet 
we will not wed a drop of their 
blood, unlefs they refufe to come to 
An agreement by which we may be 
fafe, or unlefs they oppofe us with 
arms. We do not mean that any of 
out warriors mould fet their foot on 
any of the lands yon po fiefs, or that 
of the fix nations* unlefs our ene- 
mies would take flicker there, for 
thofe we are refolved to follow 
wherever they go. We again re- 
peat, that we have no quarrel with 
you, and we do cxpeft that you will 
not-interfere in this family conteft, 
but (land by as indifferent fpe&ators, 
agreeable to the engagement of the 
fix nations made to us laft fummer, 
at their own requeft. 

4 Brothers, we allured you laft 
fummer that, as w« had no quarrel 
with any Indians, we would not 
touch a hair of*their heads; yet 
when oar warriors were at St. John's, 
they were attacked by Indians ; two 
of your tribe, and fome others, were 
killed. You have never blamed us 
for it, becaufe yop well knew that, 
as our lives are dear to us, we had a 
right to kill any man who attempts 
to kill us ; you ought therefore not 
to be furprifed if we take every pre- 
caution to prevent being deftroyed 
by the friends of the king's evil 
counfellors. 

"Brothers, in a little time we 
may be called upon to go and right 
a gain ft our enemies to the ea ft ward, 
who are employed by the king's 
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evil counfeIIorj,'and can yon think 
it prudent that we fhould leave a fet 
of people, who are our enemies, in 
any part of the country, in fuch a 
fituation as to be able to deftroy our 
wives and children, and burn our 
houfes in our abfence? Would you 
leave' your wives and children in 
fuch a fituation ? The wifdom by 
which you have conducted your 
affairs, convinces us that you would 
not ; and yet fo cautious are we that 
no blood may be fhrd, that we wall 
fend a letter to Sir John, inviting 
him ^o meet os on the road, be- 
tween this place and his houfe, 
which if he does, we make no doubt 
but every thing will bs fettled in an 
amicable manner. And, that he 
may be under no apprehenfions, we 
do now a flu re you, that if we do not 
come to an agreement, he will be 
permitted fafely to return to his 
own houfe. 

* Brothers, we thank you that 
you have concealed nothing from us 
and we aflure you teat we fcorn de- 
ceit as much as you do, and there- 
fore we fhall now fpeak our minds 
freely on what you have faidrefpeet- 
ing the conduct which your warriors 
mean to hold. We have no objec- 
tion, nay, we wifh that you and 
they would be prefent to hear what 
we (hall propofe to Sir John, and 
the people in and about Johnftown, 
who ate our enemies. But we beg 
of- you to tell your warriors, that 
although we have no quarrel with 
them, yet if we* would be under the 
difagreeable neceffity of fighting 
with our enemies, and yoqr warriors 
would join them and fight again ft 
us, that we will do as we did at St* 
John's, and repel force by force. 

4 Brothers, 'you have afked us if 
your warriors would go, and if any 
thingevil would happen, what treat- 
ment you may expect who remain at 
home in peace. 

Brothers, in the treaty held at 

Albany, laft fummer, you and your 

warriors 
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Warriors were prcfent, and you and raghqwadirhon * and Tezederonde* 

Ihey jointly promifed to remain ron to attend you, if it be agree* 

neuter, and not to interfere in this able to you. 

quarrel ; fhouldyour warriors there- * Brothers, your women have fertt 

fore now take up arms againft us, us a belt. We beg you to afTure 

we mull confider it as a breach of them of our regard, and to ihneat 

the treaty, fo far as it refpe&s the them? to prevent your warriors from 

lower Mohawk cattle, of which doing any thing that would have the 

breach we fliall complain to our Ieaft tendency to incur our refent- 

brethren the other nations s and, at ment, or interrupt, that harmony 

the fame time lay the matter before which we wi(h may fubGft to xht 

our Great Council, at Philadelphia, eadof time," 

whofe determination thereupon will To this they made the following 



be our future guide 

* Brothers, we are furprifed that 
the leaft doubt should remain on 
ycur minds, with refpect to our 



fliort reply ; 

* Brother Schuyler, the Great 
man, attend! 
* We have this evening Heard 



friendly intentions towards you after What you have to fay, and we are 
the many inftances we have given glad of it, and thank you for it. . 
you of our love and friendship. ' Every thing that has been faid 
But we muft impute it to the wicked to us, brother, has been perfectly 
infinuations of our murual enemies, agreeable to us. 
who wifh for nothing fo much as to * I fhall not attempt, brother, to 
fee the ancient covenarit, which, make a particular reply to every 
has fo long fubfifted between us, thing that has b;cn faid to us; in- 
broke, deed it would not be proper at 

4 Brothers, you have obfarved that this time, 
you would pay no regard to that ' We are very glad,' brother, that 

party that mould be the firfl aggref- you have determined to write to Sir 

for. We cannnot be the aggreflbrs, John, requefting an interview with 

for if our enemies in and about Johnf- him, in hopes of an amicable 

town had had no evil intentions agreement. 



againft us, we (hould never have 
ever come thus far with an army. 
Whoever take's up arms againft an- 
other, although he has not yet 
lUuck, mufl be confidered as the 



' Brother, you mention, that It 
would be agreeable to you that the 
warriors and counsellors, or Sa- 
chems, mould attend* 

* Brother, we, the Sachems, wilt 



aggrefTor, and not he who tries to attend, even though we fhould do It 

prevent the blow. at the rifque of our lives. 

'Brothers,., we have now freely * Brother, we fhould be glad if 

and fully difclofed to you our minds, you would inform us df the time 

We hope you will remember what we and place of your interview with Sir 

have faid, and repeat it to your John. You Iikewife told us, that 

brother counfellors and warriors; if it was agreeable to us that youi* 

and, left you fhould not be able to interpreters (hould attend, to reca* 

fecollett every part of this fpeech, phulace the fpecch you have made, 

you may have your brothers Ka- which iikewife is agreeable to us j 



• Dean and Bleecker, interpreters. 
F 
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and we defue that they may go with 
us, for by that means all miftakes 
may be prevented. 

* Brother, you may depend on it 
that we will ufe our utmoft influence 
with our warriors, to calm their 

'„ minds. 

' Vou may depend on it Iikewife, 
that our fiffers will ufe their utmoft 
influence for the fame purpofe." 

I then a {Tared them again, that as 
we had no hoftile intentions, they 
might reft allured that nothing dis- 
agreeable would happen to them, 
and that, if they attended at Johnf- 
town as friends, they would receive 
the protection due to them as me- 
diators, after which they returned. 
Early on Wednefday, the 17th, I 
marched? having previoufly* lent a 
letter to Sir JoHn Johnfon, of which 
the following is a copy ; 

* Sir, ScheneSIady, Jan. 16,1776. 

* Information having been re- 
ceived that defigns cf the moft dan- 
gerous tendency to the right?, liber- 
tus, properties, ard even lives of 
th< fe of his Majefty's faithful fub- 
je&s in America, who are oppofed 
to the unconstitutional meafur<.s of 
his miniftry, have been formed in 
part of the coun.ty of Tryon, I am 
therefore ordered to march a body of 
men into that county, to carry into 
execution certain refoiutions of my 
Superiors, and to contravene thefe 
dangerous defigns. 

* Influenced, fir, by motives of 
humanity, I with to comply with 
my orders, in a manner the molt 
peaceab'e, that no blood may be 
fhed, I therefore requeft that you 
will pJeafe to meet me to-moriow at 
any place on my w-y to Johnftown, 
to which I propofe then to march. 
For which purpofe I do hereby gfve 
you my word and honor, that you, 
and fuc.h perfons as you may choofe 
fhould attend you, fhould pafs fafe 
ami unmclefted to the place where 



you may meet me, and from thence 
back to the place of your abode. 

* Rutgert Bleectcer, and Henry 
Glenn, e'quires, are the bearers 
hereof, gentlemen who are entitled 
to your beft attention, which I dare 
fay they will experience, and by 
whom I expect you will favour me 
with an anfwer to this letter, 

* You will pleafe to allure lady 
Johnfon, that whatever may be the 
refult of what is now in agitation, 
(he may reft perfectly fatisfied that 
no indignity will be offered her. 
lam, fir, your humb!e fervant, 

* PH. SCHUYLER.* 

* To Sir John Johnfon, Bart.' 

He accordingly met me about fix- 
teen miles beyond Schenectady, 
accompanied by fome of the lead- 
ing Scotchmen, and two or three 
others, when J delivered him the 
following terms. 

Terms offered by the honourable 
Philip Schuyler, efq; Major- 
General in the army of the 
thirteen United Colonies, and 
commanding in the New-York 
department, to Sir John John- 
fon, baroner, and all fuch other 
perfons in the county of Tryon, 
as have evinced their interi- 
, tionyof fupporting his Majetfy's 
miniftry to carry into execution 
the unconftitutional meafures 
of which the Americans fo 
juftiy complain, and to prevent 
wMch they have-been drawn to 
the dreadful neceffityof having 
recourse to arms. 
Firft, That Sir John Johnfon 
fhall, upon his word and honor, 
immediately deliver up all cannon, 
arms and other military ftores cf 
what kind foever, which may be in 
his own poffeilion, or which he has 
caufed to be delivered into the pof- 
feffion of any perfons whatlbever, 
either directly or indirectly, or that' 
to his knowledge, may be concealed 

in 
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in any part of the faid county ; that 
be fhall diftinguifh all fuch military 
flores, of what kind foever, as be- 
long to-the crown, or were furnifhed 
with the defign of arming the In- 
dians, or the inhabitants of Tryon 
county, from thofe which may be 
private property, in order that a 
proper inventory may be taken of 
the laft articles, that the fame may 
be reftoreH, or the value of them 
refunded when this unhappy comeft 
thall be over. 

Secondly, General Schuyler, out 
of perfonal refpect t:> Sir John, and 
from a regard to his rank, conients 
that Sir John mail retain for his own 
ufc, a complete iet of armour, and 
as much powder as may be fufficient 
for his domeftic purpofes. , 

Thirdly, That Sir John Johnfon 
fhall remain upon his parole of.ho- 
por in any part of Tryon county, 
which he may choofe to the eaftward 
of the diftrift of unlefs 

it fhould appear necefTary to the ho- 
norable Continental- Congiefs to re- 
move him to fome other part of this 
or any other colony; in which cafe, 
he is immediately to comply with 
fuch orders as they may think pro- 
per to give for that purpofe. 

Fourthly, That the Scotch inha- 
bitant of the faid county fhall, 
Without any kind of exception, im- 
mediately deliver upall arms in their 
poffeflion, of what kind foever they 
may be, and that they (hall each 
folemnly promiie, that they will not 
at any time hereafter, during the 
continuance of this unhappy con- 
tert, take up arms without the per- 
million of the Continental Cong ef*, 
or of their general officers ; mid for 
the more faithful 'performance of 
'this article, the general i< fills, that 
they (hall immediately d*l;ver up to 
him fix hoftages of bis own no- 
mination. 

' Fifthly, That fuch of the cth?r 
Inhabitants of Tryon county, as 
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have avowed themfelves averfe to 

the meafures of the United Colonie?, 
fhall a'fo deliver up their arms, of 
what kind foever they may be, and 
enrerinto the like engagement as is 
IHpulattd in the preceding article, 
both with rfYpeft to thHr future 
conduct ard the number of collages. 

Sixthly , That all blankets, ftrouds, 
and other Indian articles belonging 
to the crown, and intended as pre- 
sents to the Indians, ihall L>e de- 
livered up to a commifTary appointed 
by General Schuyler, in the pre- 
fence of three or more of the Mo- 
hawk chiefs, in order that the fame 
may be difperfed amongft the In- 
dians, for the purpofe of cementing 
the ancient frier.dihip between them 
and their brethren of the United 
Coloiiies, for which fole pu pofe 
they ought to have been furnilhed. 

Seventhly, Jf Sir John Johnfon, 
and the people referred to in the 
aforegoing articles, mall jutfly abide 
by, and perform what is thereby 
required of them, the Genera!, in 
behalf of the Continental Co n g re fs, 
doth promife and engage that nei- 
ther Sir John Johnfon, nor ayy of 
thofe people, ihall be ino'eited by 
any of the other inhabitants of the 
faid county, or by any of the inha- 
bitants of the Thirteen U ited Co- 
lonies; but that, on tlu contrary, 
they will be protected in the quiet 
and peaceable enjoym.nl of their 
property, the fole intent cf this 
treaty being to prevent the horrid 
effects of a civil a;>d intetiine' v. ar 
betwixt thofe who ought to be 
brethren. That all the arms, which 
{halt be delivered up in con!f j quf-nce 
of the preceding aricles, mall be 
valued by f.vorn appraife.'s. That 
if the Continental Congrefs fhould 
have cccafion (or them, they may 
be taken. II not, they will be de- 
1-vereti to the r?fpcctive propiietors, 
when this unhappy contefl ffiail be 
a; an end. 

F z He 
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He a ffu red me that the Indians 
would fupport him, and that fome 
were already at Johnfon Hall for 
that purpofe, and others on their 
way down. 

In return I told him, ,that al- 
though averfe to (hedding any blood, 
yet if he refilled, that force would 
be oppofed to force without diftinc- 
tion, and that the confequences 
would be of the mod ferious nature, 
unlefs he complied with my requifi- 
tions. He begged time, to anfwer, 
until next evening, to which I con- 
sented. 

About an hour after he had left 
me, Abraham, and another of the 
Mohawks, called upon me; I ac- 
quainted })im of the information I 
had received from Sir John, which 
he den ed to be true, giving me 
afTurances that the Mohawks would 
not interfere otherwife than as me- 
diators; I anfwered, that I hoped 
they would not, but that if they 
did, I Ihould furely not.hefitate one 
moment to deflroy all that ihould 
appear in arms againft us. On 
Thurfday the 18th, I approached to 
within four miles of Johnftown, and 
about fix o'clock received th& fol- 
lowing anfwer to my terms. 
' * Terms propofed by Sir John 
Johnfon, b-ronet, and the peo- 
ple of Kinfborough and the 
adjacent neighbourhood, to 
the Honorable Philip Schuy- 
ler, efq; Major-General in the 
army'of the Thirteen United 
Colonies, and commanding in 
the New-York depart vtent, 
f F-rit, That Sir John Johnfon 
and the reft of the gentlemen ex- 
pedl, that 'all fuch arms of every 
Jcind as arc their own property, may 
remain in their poffein'on, all the 
other arms fhal be delivered up to 
fuch prrfon or ptrions as may be 
appointed for that purpofe. As to 
military 'tfores, belonging to the 
crown, Sir John has not any. "' 
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* Secondly, anfwered In the firft. 

* Thirdly, Sir John expecls that 
he will not be confined to any cer- 
tain county, but be at liberty to go 
where he pleafes. 

' Fourthly, The Scotch inhabi- 
tants will deliver up their arms, of 
what kind foever they may be ; and 
they will each folemnly promise, 
that they will not, at any time 
hereafter, during, the continuance 
of this unhappy coriteft, take up 
arms without the permifljon of the" 
Continental Congrefs, or of their 
general officers. Hoitages they are 
not in a capacity to give, no one 
man having command over another; 
nor power fufficient to deliver fuch ; 
therefore this part of the article trf 
be paffed from, or the whole in- 
cluded. Women and children to be 
required, a requifition fo inhuman 
as we hope the General will dif- 
penfe with. 

' Fifthly, Anfwered in the fourth. 

* Sixthly, Sir John has not any 
blankets, itrouds, or other prefents 
intended for the Indians. 

' * Seventhly, If the above pro- 
pofah are agreed to and figned by 
ihe general, Sir John and the people/ 
referred to will rely on theaftura? ces 
of protection given by the general. 
J.Johnson, Allan M'Dgnnell. 

* Johnfon Hall, 18th Jan. 1776. 

• To the honorable Philip Schuyler, 

efq. Major General." 
To which 1 returned the following 
anfwer. 

CagnuagC) Jan, iS, eight o'clock, 
OentUmen, P. M. 1776. 

Meffrs. Adams and M'Donell have 
delivered me your anfwer to my pro- 
pofals'of yefterday's date. The leaft 
attention to the articles I offered, 
when compared with yours, mull con- 
vince you thatyou omitted replies to 
feveral of them, confequently what 
you have fenr me is ve*.y imperfect; 
and alfo unlatisfactory. 1 wave 
pointing out fome mConGftendes in. 

your 
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your propofals, as the whole are ex- 
ceptionable, excepting the laft. 

| mud therefore obey my orders, 
?nd again repeat that in the execu- 
tion of them I mall ftriclly abide by 
the laws of humanity, at the fame 
time affuring you that if the lead re- 
finance is made, I will not anfwer 
for the confequences, which may be 
of a nature the moft dreadful. 

If Lady Johnfon is at Johnfon Hall, 
I wilh (he would retire, and therefore 
inclofe a paflport, as I fhall march 
my troops to that place without delay. 
' You may, however, have time to 
reconfider the matter; and for that 
purpofe I give you until twelve o'- 
clock this night, after which I fhall 
receive no propofals, and I have fent 
you Mr. Robert Yates, Mr. Glen and 
Mr. Duer, to receive the ultimate 
propofals you have to make. This 
condefcenfion I make from no other 
motive than to prevent the effufion 
of blood, fo far as it may be effected 
without Hiking the fafety of the coun- 
try, or being guilty of a breach of the 
pofitive orders I have received from 
the Honourable Continental Congrcfs. 
I am, Gentlemen, with due reipeel, 
your humble fervant, 

PH. SCHUYLER. 
To Sir John Johnfon, and Mr. 

Allan M'Donnell. 

* Immediately after I had fent this 
away, the Sachems and all the war- 
riors of the Lower Mohawk town, 
and fomc from the Upper, called upon 
me, and informed me that Sir John 
Johnfon had related to them the con- 
tents of the terms I had offered to him 
and his affociates ; that Sir John de- 
clared he pnly meant to guard him- 
felf from any iniult that might be 
offered by riotous people ; that he 
had no unfriendly intentions againil 
the country, and begged that I would 
accept of the teims he had offered. 
In reply I explained my propofals, 
and Sir John's anfwer ; pointed out 
the impropriety of clofmg with him 
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on the conditions he wanted, and told 

them that I had given him until 
twelve o'clock to comply, after whichi 
I mould take fuch meafures as would 
force him, and whoever aflifled him, 
to a compliance. They were con- 
tented with the reafons I gave, but 
begged, that if his anfwer was not 
fatis factory, that I would give him 
until four o'clock in the morning, 
that they might have time to go and 
fhake his head (as they expreffed it) 
and bring him to his fenfes ; and 
they begged it as a favour to be 
charged to them, that I would not 
remove him out of the county ; thej 
apologized for the threats of their war- 
riors, faid that they were not all pre- 
fent at the treaty at Albany, but that 
now they were all here, ami declared 
that they would never take arms a- 
gainft us. 

I. paid them a compliment on their 
peaceable intentions, and informed 
them that although Sir John's con- 
duel was extremely obnoxious, and 
that we fhould be justified in making 
him a clofe prifoner, yet I would grant 
their rcqueft for two reafons, firil to 
fliew our love and affeclion to them, 
and to convince them that they could 
obtain that by afkmg it as a favour, 
which they could not by threatening; 
fecondly, that by leaving of him, 
they might, by their advice and ex- 
ample, teach him to alter his conduct. 

At twelve, the following anfwer, 
from Sir John, came to hand : " 

* Anfwers to the terms propofed 
by the Honourable Philip Schuy- 
ler, Efq; Major-general in the 
army of the Thirteen United 
Colonies, and commanding in 
the New York department, to 
Sir John Johnfon, ban. the in- 
habitants of King/borough, and 
the neighbourhoodadjacent. 

( Firft and fecond articles agreed 
to, except a few favourite family arms, 

* Third, Sir John Johnfon having 
given his parole of honour not to take 

up 
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«p anas agalnft America, and con- ' Fifth, Neither Sir John Johnfon 

mmrig the defign of this military ope- or the Scotch gentlemen can make 

ration to be with no other view than any engagement for any other perfons 

that of removing of the jealoufies of than thofe over whom they may have 

which his countrymen are unhappily influence. Neither can they poflibly 

ancf unjuftly infpired with againft know the names of all fuch perfons 

him, can by no means think of fub- who have ihewn themfelves aver fe to 

mitting to this article in its full la- the meafures of the United Colonies. 

titude, though for the fake of Dre- , They give their # word and honour 

ferving peace and removing any fu£ that, fo far as de'pends on them, the 



picions of undue influence, he confents 
not to go to the weftward of the 
German flats and Kinfland dim-ids ; 
to every other part of the continent 
to the fonrhv/ard of this county he 
expects the privilege of going. 

« Fourth, Agreed to, except to that 
part of the article which refpedts to the 
giving hoftages. After the Scotch in- 
habitants have furrendered their arms, 
the General may take any fix prifon- 
ers from amongft them as he choofes, 
without reftilance. They expect, 
however, that the prifoners taken will 
he maintained, agreeable to their ref 
pettive rank, and that they may 
have the privilege of going to any 
part of the provinces of New-Jcrfey 
or Pennfylvania, which the General, 
or the Continental Congrefs, may ap- 
point. They like wife expect, from 
the General's humanity, that provi- 
sion will be made for the maintenance 
cT the prifoners wives and children, 
agreeable to their refpc&ive fituation 
in life. Yet, for the fake of promot- 
ing the harmony of the country, they 
will not break off this treaty merely 
on that account, provided the Gene- 
ral thinks he cannot exert a difcretion- 
ary power in this matter, in which 
cafe they rely upon the General's in- 
fluence with the Continental Congrefs, 
who, they cannot perfuadethemfeives, 
will be inattentive to the voice of hu- 
manity, or to the feelings of parents 
who may be tern fiom their families. 
Thofe to whofe lot it may fall to be 
laken prifoners, it is expected they 
will be allowed a few days to fettle 
their b iinefs, and the gentlemen to 
iv ear their iade arms. 



inhabitants fliall give up their arms, 
and enter into the like engagement 
with the Scotch inhabitants. The 
General has it more in his power to 
difcover thofe who are obnoxious, and 
to make as many as he pleafts prifon- 
ers ; neither (hall they adopt the quar- 
rel of any fuch perfons as their own. 

* Sixth, Sir John gives his werd 
and honour that he has no blankets, 
ftrouds, or other prefents belonging to 
the crown, intended for the Indians, 
and therefore this requiiirjon cannot 
be complied with. 

* Seventh, If the above propofals 
are agreed to, and figned by the Ge~. 
neral, Sir John and the people re- 
ferred to, will rely on the alTurances 
of protection given by the General. 
But as it will beimpoflible for the 
arms to be collected till Saturday next 
at twelve o'clock, ajl the men, refer- 
red to in the above articles, will be 
then paraded in John's-Town, and 
ground their arms in the prefence of 
fuch troops as the General may ap- 
point. 

JOHN JOHNSON. 
ALLAN M'DONNEL. 
Jchnfon-Hall, Jan. 18. 1776.* 
Upon which I told the Indians, 
that I believed the matter would be 
fettled in a peaceable manner. They 
then retired with repeated cxprefiions 
of their approbation of my conduct, 
and of eileem for Congrefs, I then 
fent tne following to Sir John, viz. 
CagnuagCiJan. 19, 1776. 

* General Schuyler's feelings as & 
gentleman induce him to an fent that 
Sir John Johnfon may retain the few 

favourite 
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favourite family arms, he making a has offered, on Ae 17th inft. are ac- 



ini of them 

* The General will alfo confent, 
that Sir John Johrifon may go as far to 
the weftward as the German flats 
and Kingfland dilbifts in this coanty, 
and to every other part of this colony 
to the fouthward and eaftward of faid 
diftric*b, provided he does not go into 
any fea-port town ; the General, 
however, believes that if Sir John's 
private bufinefs mould require -his 
going to any of the other ancient 
Englifli Colonies, that he will be per- 
mitted it, by applying to Congrefs 
for leave. 

* The General will take £x of the 
Scotch inhabitants prifoners, fmce 
they prefer it to gomg hoftages. It_ 
has been the invariable rule of Con- 
gress, and that of all its officers, to 
treat prifoners with the greateft huma- 
nity, and to pay all due deference to 
rank. He cannot afcertainthe places 
to which Congrefs may pleafe to fend 
them ; for the prefent they will go to 
Feading or Lancafter, in Pennfylva- 
nia. Nor can he make any promifes 
with refpedl to the maintenance of the 
women and children. His humanity 
will certainly induce him to recom- 
mend to Congrefs an attention to 
what has been requeued on that 
head. 

* General Schuyler expects that all 
the Scotch inhabitants of whatfoever 
rank, that are not confined to their 
beds by illnefs, thai! attend with their 
arms, and deliver them on Saturday 
at twelve o'clock, which if not faith- 
fully performed, he will confider him- 
felfas difengaged from any engage- 
ments entered into with them. 

* General Schuyler never refufed 
a gentleman his fide arms. 

* The prifoners that may be taken, 
mull be removed to Albany imme- 
diately, where the General will permit 
them to remain a reafonable time to 
iettle their family affairs. 

* If the terms General Schuyler 



cepted with the above qualifications, 
fair copies will be made oat and figned 
by the parties, one of which will be 
delivered to Sir John and Mr. M'- 
Donell figned by the General. To 
prevent a wafttf of time, -the General 
wifhes Sir John and Mr. M'Donell im- 
mediately to fend an anfwer. He 
remains, with due refpeft, Sir John's 
and Mr. M'Douell's humble fervant, 
PH. SCHUYLER/ 
Which was agreed to, and on Fri- 
day the 19th I marched to Johnftown, 
having firft detached parties to differ- 
ent parts of the country to bring in 
the other tones, not comprehended in 
the agreement with Sir John. In the 
afternoon, the arms and military 
flores, in pofleffion of Sir John, were 
delivered up ; a much fmalier quantity 
than I expected. On Saturday the 
20th, at 12 o'clock, I drew my men 
in . the ftreet, and the Highlanders, 
between two and three hundred, 
marched to the front, where they 
grounded their arms ; thefe fecured, 
1 difmiffed them with an exhortation, 
pointing out the only conduct which 
could infure them protection. I then 
fent for two of the perfens mentioned 
in Conner's affidavit, the reft not being 
in the county, and tried by every 
means in my power to make them 
confefs what Conner charged them 
with ; they ftrenuoufly denied the 
charge, and when I produced Conner, 
they called him a perjured wretch, and 
declared their willingnefs to be hanged, 
if upon farther examination I mould 
have juft grounds to conclude that 
his charge was fupported ; I then 
fent fcveral field-officers and a party 
with Conner to the fpot where the 
arms were fuppofed to be hid ; he- 
pointed out a fmall artificial ovalifland 
in a duck pond, the greateft diameter 
of which was about twenty-eight feet, 
and the mdrter about twenty, and 
raifed about three feet above the 
furface of the water in its higheft 

part, 
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part, and Hoping down to the pond ; 
on its being obferved that it was 
too fmall to hide fo many arms, he 
laid they were put up in four piles. 
The ground was then cleared of the 
ihow and broke up ; it was immedi- 
ately perceived that the ground had 
not lately been broken up ; they how- 
ever dug down until they got as low- 
as the furface of the water, and then 
tried with flicks, fwords, and other 
inftruments, but found nothing. The 
.gentlemen prefent unanimoufly re- 
jjorted that they were convinced that 
Conner was an impoftor. As fuch 
I fhall keep him confined, -until I re- 
ceive farther directions from Congrefs. 
On Saturday evening I returned 
to Cagnnage. Some of the parties, I 
had fent the preceding day, were re- 
turned with about fifty tories, fixty 
more were brought in on Sunday the 
21 ft.- I left Colonel Herkimer, and 
the committee of Tryon county, to 
receive the arms o£ the remainder, 
and to fix on fix of the principal 
leaders, and fend them to me. I ex- 
pect the whole difarmed, or to be dif- 
armed, will amount to above fix hun- 
dred. Not being fatisfied witji the 
ammunition, &c. delivered me by Sir 
John, I wrote him the following letter. 
S ir, Cagnuage, Jan . 21,1776. 

* Although it is a well known fact 
that all the Scotch people, that yefter- 
day furrendcred arms had, not broad 
fwords when they came to the coun- 
try, yet many of them had, and mofl 
of them were poftefled of durks, and 
as none have been given up of either, 
I will charicably believe that it was 
rather inattention than a wilful omif- 
ficn. Whether it was the former or 
the later mull be afcertained by their 
immediate compliance, or non-com- 
pliance, with that part of the treaty 
uhich requires that all arms, of what 
kind foever, fhould be delivered up. 

* After having been informed by 
you, at our firft interview, that the 
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Scotch people meant to, defend them* 
felves, I was not a little furprifed that 
no ammunition was delivered up, and 
that you had none to furnifh them 
with. Thefe obfervatipns were im- 
mediately made by prhers as well as 
me ; I was too apprehenfive of the 
conferences, which might have been 
fatal to thofe people, to take norice of 
it on the fpot. I (hall, however, ex- 
pect an eclairciflementon this fubject, 
and beg that you and Mr; M'Donell 
will give it me as foon as may be. 
I am, gentlemen, with due refpect, * 
Your humble fervant, 

PH. SCHUYLER.* 
To Sir John Johnfon, ^aronet. 

And then marched back to this 
place. I have had much anxiety, and 
an incredible deal of trouble, to pre- 
vent fo large a body of men, collected 
on a fudden, with little difcipline, 
from running into exceffes. I am, 
however, liappy that nothing mate- 
rial has happened that can reflect dis- 
grace on our caufe. 

I forgot to obferve, that previous 
to my leaving this place, I had fent 
a meflage to the Mohawks, advifing 
them ofmy intended march into the 
county of Tryon, and afTuring them 
that no violence was intended them, 
copy of which, with copy of their an- 
fwer, I inclofe. 

After I had finifhed in Tryon. 
county, I difpatched Mr. Deane, 
the interpreter, with a fpeech and 
belt to the Six Nations. Congrefs 
will perceive that my fpeeches are very 
crude and inaccurate ; but although 
at bell incompetent, yet, at this time, 
I have another excufe from the hurry 
and confufion which the command of 
fuch a multitude mufl neceflarily 
create. Indeed I never had, during 
the whole time, lefs than thirty people 
about me, nor was it poffible to retire 
to any place where the fame inconve- 
nlency would not have attended. I 
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am, Sir, moft refpefifuDy, your obe* 
dient humble fervant, 

PH. SCHUYLER. 
To the Hon. John Hancock, Efq ; &c. 

From the Pennsylvania Votes* 

Tutjday 9 Feb. 27, 1776. A. A?. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the .Houfe 
a letter from Benjamin Franklin, Efq; 
which was read by order, and is as 
follows, viz. 

' Sir, Feb. 26. 1776. 

* I am extremely fenfible of the 
honour done me by my fellow-citi- 
zens, in choofing me their reprefenta- 
tive in Aflembly, and of that lately 
conferred On me by the Houfe, in ap- 
pointing me one of the Committee 
of Safety for this province, and a de- 
legate to the Congrefs. It would be 
a happinefs to me if I could ferve the 
public duly in all thoft ftations ; but, 
aged as I now am, T feel myfelf un- 
equal to fo much bufinefs, and on 
that account think it my duty to de- 
cline a part of it. I hope, therefore, 
that the Houfe will be fo good as to 
accept my excufe for not attending as 
a member of the prefent aflembly, and 
if they think fit, give orders for the 
election of another in my place, that 
the city may be more completely re- 
prefented. 

* I requeft alfo that the Houfe 
would be pleafed to difpence with my 
farther attendance as one of the com- 
mittee of iafety. 

* With the greateft and moft fin- 
cere refpeft toyourfelfaudthe Houfe, 
I have the honour to be, Sir, your 
moft obedient and humble fervant, 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.' 
To the Hon. John Morton, Efq; 

Upon coniideration of the foregoing 
letter. 

Refolved, That the feat of the faid 
member in this Houfe be vacated ac- 
cordingly* and that the fpeaker do 



i/Tue his order to the provincial fccre % 
tary for the ele&ion of another fit per- 
fon in the room of the member who 
has refigned. 

The Houfe proceeded in the con- 
iideration of the memorials and peti- 
tions from the officers and privates of 
the military aflbciation, and after far- 
ther debate, 

Ordered, That Mr. Dickenfon, - 
Mr. Gray, Mr. Reed, Mr. Rodman, 
Mr. Brown, Mr. Fearfon, Mr* 
Humphreys, Mr. Slough, Mr. Rofi, 
Mr. Ewing, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. 
Chreift, Mr. Kachlein, Mr. Dough- 
erty and Mr. Hunter, be a committee 
to revife the rules and regulations 
formed by this Houfe for the better 
government of the military aiTociation, 
together with the refolutions directing 
the mode of levying taxes on non- 
aiTociators, to report fuch alterations 
and additions thereto as fhall appear 
necenary ; alfo to feleft from the pe- 
titions of the aiTocrators, lately pre- 
fented, fuch parts as point out defects 
and propofe amendments to the faid 
rules and regulations, and lay them 
before the Houfe, in one view, for 
the more eafy confideration thereof. 

Tburfiay, Feb. 29, 1776. —The 
refolutions of Congrefs, laid before 
the Houfe the twenty-fecond inftant 
were again read by order, and are 
as follow, viz. 
In CONGRESS, OB. 26, 1775* 

Refolved, That it be recommended 
to the feveral Provincial Affemblies, 
Conventions, or Councils or Com- 
mittees of fafety of the United Colo- 
nies to export to the foreign Weft- 
Indies on account and rifk of their re- 
fpe&ive Colonies as much provifion or 
other produce, except horned cattle, 
iheep, hogs and, poultry, as they may 
deem neceflary for the importation of 
arms, ammunition, and faltpetre. 

AW 4. Refohred, That it be re- 
commended to the feveral Aflemblies 

G or 
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or Conventions of the Colonies re- of what kind foever, and all veflels, 

•fpeclively, to fet and keep, their to whomfoever belonging, that fhaH 

-gunfmiths at work to manufa&ure be employed in carrying provisions or 

igood- firelocks, with bayonets; each other necefTaries to the Britifh army, 

firelock to be made with a good or armies, or navy, that now "are or 

-bridle lock, three quarters of an inch (hall hereafter be within any of the 

bore, and of good fubftance at the United Colonies, or any goods, ware* 

breech. — The barrel to be three feet or merchandize for the ufe of fucli 



■eight inches in length. The bayonet 
to be eighteen inches in the blade, 
/with a fteel . ramrod, the upper end 
^thereof to be trumpet-mouthed ; that 



fleet or army, mail be liable to fei- 
zure, and with their cargoes fhall be 
confiscated. 

That no maftef or commander of 



.the price to be given be fixed by the any vcfTel fhall be intitled to cruize 

Affembly, r or Convention, or Com- for or make prize of any vefTel or 

mittee of Safety of each Colony ; and cargo, before he fhall have obtained a 

-that, until a fufficient quantity of com million from the Congrefs, or 

good arms can be manufactured, they from fuch perfon or perfons as fhall be 

import as. many as are wanted by all for that purpofe appointed in fome one 

the means in their power. of the United Colonies, 

Refolved, That it be recommended That it be and is hereby recom- 

to the feveral Legiflatures, Aflemblies mended to the feveral legiflatures in 

or ' Conventions of the Colonies, to the United Colonies, whether AfTem- 

enaft a law or.pafs an ordinance, in- blies or Conventions, asfbon as poffi- 

flitting.thefollowingpunifhmentsupon ble to ereft courts of juftice or give 

-fuch as harbour <leferters knowing jurifdiction to the courts. now in being, 

them to be fuch, viz. a fine upon for the purpofe of determining con- 



: all fuch offenders not lefs than thirty, 
nor more than fifty dollars, and in 
cafe of inability to pay the fine, to be 
punifhed with whipping, not lefs than 
thirty-nine Jafhes, for each offence. 
Alfo that they, impower the com- 
mander in chief, or the officer cont- 

; manding a detachment, or any out- 



cerning the captures to be made as 
aforefaid, and to provide that all 
trials in fuch cafe be had by a jury, 
under fuch qualifications as to the re- 
fpeclive legiflatures fhall feem ex- 
pedient 

That all profecutions fhall be com- 
menced in the court of that colony in 



• poft, to adminifteran oath, andfwear which the captures fhall be made, but 
any perfon or perfons to the truth Of if no fuch court be, at that time, 
any information' or intelligence, or ' " " " 

any other matter relative to the pub- 
lic fervice. 

Nov. 25. Refolved, That all fuch 



erected in the laid Colony, or if the 
capture be made on open fea, then 
the profecution fhall be in the court of 
fuch Colony as the captor may find 



.firips of war, frigates, floops, cutters moft convenient, provided that no- 

jtnd armed veflels, *as are or * fhall be thing contained in this refolution fhall 

.employed in theprefent cruel and un- be conftrued fo as to enable the 

juft war againft the United Colonies, captor to remove his prize from any 

and fhall fall into the hands of, or be C61ony competent to determine con- 

tpken by, ti>e inhabitants thereof, be Cerning the feizure, after he fhall have 

feized and forfeited to and for the carried the vefTel fo feized within any 



purpofes herein after-mentioned. 
. That all transport veiTels in the 
fame fervice, having on board any 
troops, arms, ammunition, clothing, 
proviiions, or military or naval ftores, 



harbor of the fame. 
- That in all cafes an appeal 
fhall.be allowed to the Congreff/or 
fuch peifon or perfons as they fhall 
appoint for ihe trials of appeals 

p rC- 
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provided the appeal be demanded 
within five days after definitive fen- 
tence, and fuch appeal be lodged 
with the fecretary of Congrefs with- 
in forty days afterwards, and pro- 
vided the party appealing fhall giv© 
fecority to profecute the faid appeal 
to effect. And in cafe of the death of 
the fecretary during the recefs of 
Congrefs, then the faid appeal to be 
lodged in Congrefs within twenty 
day* after the meeting thereof. 

That when any veflel or veflels 
ftiall be fitted out at the expence of 
apy private perfon or perfons, then 
the captures made (hall be to the ufe 
of the owner or owners of the faid 
VefT-1 or veflel*; that where the 
veflVIs employed in the capture (hall 
be fitted out at the expence of any 
of the United Colonies, then one 
third of the prize taken (h tlPbe to 
the ufe of the captors, and the re- 
maining Wo thirds to the ufe of the 
faid Colony. And where the veflel fo 
employed fhall be fittedoutatthe Con- 
tinental charge; then one third fhall 
go to the captors, and the remaining 
two thirds to the ufe of the United 
Colonies, provided nevcrthelefs, that 
if the capture be a veflel of war, 
then the captors (hall be intitled to 
one half of the value, and the re- 
mainder fliall go to the Colony or 
continent, as the cafe may be, the 
neceflary charges of condemnation 
of all prizes being deducted before 
diftribution made. 

That, in cafes of recapmres, the 
recaptors have and retain, in lieu of 
falvage, one eighth part of the true 
value of the veflel and cargo, or 
either of them, if the fame hath or 
have been in the pofleflion of the 
enemy twenty-four hours, an J lefs 
than forty-eight hours; one third 
part if more than frrty-eight and 
lefs than ninety-fix hours, and one 
half if more than ninety-fix hours, 
unlefsthe veflel fhall, after the cap- 
ture, have been legally condemned 
as prize, by Tome Cdurtof Admiral" 



ty, in which cafe the recaptors to 
have the whole. In all which cafes 
the fhare detained, or prize to be 
divided between the owners of the 
ftip making the recapture, the Co- 
lony or the continent as the cafe 
may be, and the captors agreeable 
to the former refolution. 

Dec* 26. Whereas the Congrefs, 
on the twenty-ninth day of Novem- 
ber, Refolved, That a farther fum 
of Three Millions of Dollar* be 
emitted in bills of credit, 

Refolved, That theThirteen Uni- 
ted Colonies be pledged for the re- 
demption of the bills of credit fo 
directed to be emitted. 

That each colony provide ways 
and means to fink its proportion of 
the faid bills, in fuch manner as 
may be moil effectual and beft 
adapted to the condition, circumr 
fiances and equal mode of levying 
taxes in each colony. 

That the proportion, or quota of 
each refpeclive Colony, $>e deter 4 
mined according to the number of 
inhabitants of all ages, including 
negroes and mulattoes in each Co- 
lony. 

That it be recommended to the 
feveral Aflbmblies, Conventions, or 
Councils or Committees of Safety 
of the refpeclive Colonies, to afcer- 
tain, by the molt impartial and 
effectual means in their power, the 
number of inhabitants in each re- 
fpeclive Colony, taking care that the 
lift be authenticated by the oaths or 
affirmations of the feveral perfons 
who fhall be entrufted with this 
fervice 5 and that the faid Affem- 
blies. Conventions, or Councils qr 
Committees of Safety, do refpec? 
tively lay before Congrefs a return 
of the number of inhabitants of their 
refpeclive Colonies, as foon as the 
fame frail be procured. 

That each Colony pay its re- 
fpeclive quota in four equal pay- 
ments; the firft to be made on or 
before the lad day of November, 
Gz 1783; 
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X783 » fhefccoaflon or before the 
laft day of November, 1784; the 
third on or before the laft day of 
November, 1785, and the fourth or 
laft on or before the laft day of No- 
vember, 1786. 

. And that for this end, the (eve- 
ral AflembHes or Conventions pro- 
vide for laying and levying taxes, 
in their refpeclive Colonies, towards 
inking the Continental bills ; that 
the faid bills be received by the col- 
lectors in payment of fuch taxes, 
and be by the collectors paid 
fnto the han<Js of the Provincial 
jreafurer, with all fuch other mo- 
nies as they may receive in lieu 
pf ihe Continental bills, which 
iother monies the Provincial trea- 
surer (hall endeavour to get ex- 
changed Yor Continental bills, and 
Where thit cannot be done, (hall 
fend to the Continental treafurera 
the deficiency in filver and gold. 
With the bills* making up the quota 
t to be funk in that year, taking care 
to cut, by a circular punch of an 
inch diameter, an hole in fuch bills, 
and to crofs the fame, thereby to 
render them unp'flable, though the 
fum or value is to regain faiilyle* 

f'rible. And the Continenal Trra- 
urers, as fajt as tbey receive the 
faid quotas, fhall, with the afliltance 
of a Committee of five per fons, to be 
appointed by the Congrefs then fir- 
ting, ot by .the Affembly or Con- 
vention of the province of Penn- 
sylvania, examine and count the 
Continental bills, and in the pre- 
fence of the faid Committee burn 
and deftroy them. 

And the filverand gold fent them 
to make «p the deficiencies of quo- 
tas, they (hall retain in their hands, 
uVitil demanded in redemption of 
Continental bills that may be 
brought to tl^em for that purpofe, 
w> ich bills fo redeemed they (ball 
"alfo burn and deftroy in the pre- 
sence ol the faid Committee. And 
the treafurers, whenever they have 



; 

filver or gold in their hands, for 
the redemption of Continental bills* 
(hall advertife the fame, fignifylnjr 
that they are ready to give gold or 
filver for fuch bills to all perfona 
requiring it in exchange! 

Refolved, That the infpe&ors of 
_the prefs deliver the proof flieets 
and checks of the Continental bills 
to the Continental Treafurers, and 
that they deliver one of each to the * 
Delegates of every Colony to re- 
main with the Provincial Treafurer 
to be appointed in fuch Colony^ 
and, retain the reft in their hands. 

Whereas there is reafon to be- 
lieve, that divers perfons, either 
from inattention to the public good, 
or with defign to retard the recruit- 
ing fervice, have arretted and im- 
pnfoned, for very trifling debte, 
many foldiers who had engaged to 
rifle their lives in defence of the 
rights and liberties of America $ 
and as it has always been found ae« 
cefTary, in time of war, to regulate 
and reftrain a practice of fuch per- 
nicious tendency, and in fuch cafea 
to abate the rigors of law. 

Refolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the feveral legiflatures in thefe 
Colpnies, whether AfTemblies or 
Conventions, to pafs acts or or- 
dinances prohibiting the arrefts of 
Continental foldiers for fmall debts. 
And, in order that the fame rule 
may pervade all the Colonies, that 
no fuch foldier be arretted at the 
fuit o* any of his creditors, unlefs 
the faid creditor make oath that the 
foldier is juiUy indebted to him in 
the fum of thirty-five dollars, over 
and above all difcounts ; atd that 
the eftate of no foldier be liable to 
attachment at the fuit or for the be- 
nefit of all his creditors, unlefs 
their debts in the whole, on being 
afcertained by their oaths ihau 
amount to more than one hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

Extract from the minutes, 
CHARLES THOMSON, fee. 
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fy the Great and General Court of the 
Colony cf Majfaebufett's-Jlay. 

A PROCLAMATION, 

The frailty of human nature, the 
grants of individuals, and the nu- 
merous dangers which furround 
them, through the courfe of life, 
liave in all ages, and in every 
country, impelled them to form 
focieties, and eftablifh governments. 

As the happiuefs of the people is 
the ible end of government, fo the 
confent of the people is the only 
foundation of it, in reafon, mora- 
lity, and the natural fitnefs of 
things. And therefore every aft of 
government, every exercife offove- 
feignty, againft, or without, the 
confent of the people, is injuftice, 
afurpation, and tyranny. 

It is a maxim thatin evrrygovern* 
jnent, there mull exift fo me where, 
a fuprepe, fovereign, abfolute, and 
nncontroulable power : but this 
power refides always in the body of 
the people; and it never was, or 
can be delegated to one man, or 
a few; the great creator having 
. never given to men a right to veil 
others with authority over them, un- 
limited either in duration or degree. 

When kings, minifters, gover 
nors, or legislators, therefore, in- 
flead of exercifing the powers in- 
truded with them according to the 
principles, forms and proportions, 
flated by the conftitution, and ella- 
blifhed by the original compact, 
proftitute thofe powers to the pur- 
pofes of oppreflioo ; — to fubverr, in- 
itcad of fupporting a free constitu- 
tion ; — to deftroy, inftead of pre- 
ferving the lives, liberties and pro- 
perties of the people;— they are no 
longer to be deemed magiilrates 
veiled with a facred character, but 
become public enemies; and ought 
to he refifled. 

Theadminiflration of Great-Bri- 
tain, defpifing casually the juilice, 
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humanity and magnanimity of their 
anceftors ; and the rights, liberties 
and courage of AMERICANS, have, 
for a courfe of years, laboured to 
eftablifh a fovereign ty in America. 
not founded in the confent of the 
people, but in the mere will of per- 
sons a thoufand leagues from us, 
whom we know not, and have en- 
deavoured to eflablifli this fore- 
reignty over us, againft our con- 
fent, in all cafes wnatfbever. 

The Colonies, during this period, 
have recurred to every peaceable 
refource in a free conftitution by pe- 
titions and remonftrances, to obtain 
juilice ; whxh has been not only 
denied to them, but they have been 
treated with unexampled indignity 
and contempt; and at length, open 
war of the mod atrocious, cruel and 
fanguinary kind, has been com- 
menced againft them. To this, an 
open, manly and fuccefsful refinance 
has hitherto been made, Thirteen 
Colonies are now firmly united in 
the conduct of this mofl juft and 
neceflary war, under the wife coun- 
cils of their Congrefs. 

Ft is the will of providence, for 
wife, righteous, and gracious ends, 
that this Colony mould have been 
fingled out, by the enemies of Ame- 
rica, as the firft objed both of their 
envy and their revenge ; and after 
having been made the fubjecl of fe- 
veral raercilefs and vindictive (la- 
tutes, one of which was intended to 
fubvert our conilitution by Charter, 
is made the feat of war. 

NoefTeclual refinance to the fyrtem 
of tyranny prepared tor us, could be 
made without cither inflant recourfe 
to arms, or a temporary fufpenfion 
of the ordinary powers of govcriw 
ment, and tiibunais of juftice. To 
the lafl of which evils, in hopes of 
a fpeedy reconciliation with Great* 
Britain, upon~ equitable terms, the 
Congrefs advifed us to Jubmit:— » 
And mankind has feen a phjeno- 

menon 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



C 54 ) 



meBOti without example in the poli- 
tical world, a large aid populous 
Colony, fubfifting in great decen- 
cy and order, for more than a 
year, under fuch a fufpenfion of 
government. 

But as our enemies have proceeded 
to fuch barbarous extremities, com- 
mencing hoflilities upon the good 
people of this Colony, and with 
unprecedented malice exerting their 
power to fpread the calamities of 
fire, fword and famine through the 
land, and no reafonable profpecl re- 
mains of a fpeedy reconciliation 
with Great-Britain, the Congrefs 
have refolved ; 

« That no obedience being due 
to the aft of parliament for altering 
the charter of the Colony of Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay, nor to a governor or 
lieutenant-governor, who will not 
obferve the directions of, but en- 
deavour to fubvert that charter, the 
governor and lieutenant governor of 
that co.ony are to be' confidered as 
abfenr, and their offices vacant. 
And as there is no council there, 
and inconveniencies arifing from the 
fufpenfion of the powers of govern- 
ment are intolerable, efpecially at a 
time when General Gage hath ac- 
tually levied war, and is carrying on 
hoflilities againft his majelty'^ peace- 
able and loyal fubiects of that co- 
lony ; that, in order to conform as 
©ear as may be to the fpirit and fub- 
ftance^pi the charter, it be recom- 
mendjjo the Provincial convention, 
to write letters to the inhabitants 
of the feveral places which are i n ti- 
tled to representation in affembly, 
requefting them to chufe foch re- 
prefentatives ; and thattheafFembly, 
when chofen, do eleft counfellors ; 
and that fuch affembly and council 
exercife the powers of government, 
until a governor of his Majefty*s 
appointment will confent to govern 
tic colony according to its charter/' 
In putfuance of which advice, 



the good people of this colony have 
chofen a full and free reprefentation 
of themfelves, who, being con- 
vened in affembly have elected a 
council j who, as the executive 
branch of government, have confli- 
cted neceflVy officers through the 
colony. The prefent generation 
therefore, may be congratulated on 
the acquifition of a form of govern- 
ment more immediately in all its 
branches, under the influence and 
controul of the people; and there- 
fore more free and happy than was 
enjoyed by their anceftors. But as a 
government fo popular can be fup- : 
ported only by univerfal knowledge 
and virtue, in the body of the peo- 
ple, it is the duty of ajl ranks to 
promote the means of education, 
for the rifing generation, as well as 
true religion, purity of manners, 
and integrity of life, among all 
orders and degrees. 

As an army has become necefTary 
for our defence, and in all free ftates 
the civil mu ft provide for and controul 
the military power, the major, part 
of the council have appointed ma- 
giilrates and courts of juflice in 
every county, whofe happinefs is fo 
connected with that of the people, 
that it is difficult to fuppofe they 
can abufe their truft. The bufinefs 
of it is to fee thofe laws enforced, 
which are necefTary for the pre- 
fervation cf peace, virtue and good 
order. And the great and general 
court expects and requires that all 
necefTary fupport and affiflance be 
given, and all proper obedience 
yiclJcd to them ; and will deem 
every pcrfon, who fhall fail of his 
duty in this refpeft towards them, 
a dillurber of the peace of this co- 
lony, and deferving of exemplary 
punifhment. 

That piety and virtue, which 
alone can fecure the freedom of any 
people, may be encouraged, a^ 
vice and immorality fapprefled, the 

Great 
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Great and General court 
thought fit to iffue this proclamation, 
commanding and enjoining it upon 
the good people of this colony, that 
they lead fober, religions and peace- 
able lives, avoiding all blafphemies, 
contempt of the holy fcriptures, and 
of the lord's day, and all other 
crimes and mifdemeanors, all de- 
bauchery, prophannefs, corruption, 
venality, all riotons and tumultuous 
proceedings, and . all immoralities 
wfca:foever ; and that they decently 
and rtvetently attend the public 
worfhip of God, at all times ac- 
knowledging with gratitude his 
merciful interposition in their be- 
half, devoutly confiding in him, as 
the god of armies, by whofe favor 
and protection alone they may hope 
for fuccefs, in their prefent conflict; 
And all judges, juftices, iberiffs, 
grand jurors, tything-men, and all 
other civil officers within this Co- 1 
lony, are hereby ftrictly enjoined 
and commanded that they contribute 
all in their power, by their advice; 
exertions and examples, towards a 
general reformation of manners, 
and that they bring to condign pu- 
nifhment every perfon, who (hall 
commit anv of the crimes or mifde. 
xneanors aforefaid, or that fkall be 
guilty of any immoralities what- 
soever ; and that they ufe the utmoft 
endeavours, .to have the refolves of 
the Congrefs, and the good and 
wholefome laws of this colony duly 
carried into execution. 

And as the mini tiers of the gof- 
pel, within this colony, Lave, du- 
ring the late relaxation of the pow- 
ers of civil government, exerted 
themfelvea forour fafety, it is here* 
by recommended to them, flill to 
continue their virtuous labours for 
the go, d of the people, inculcating 
fcy their public miniilry, and pri- 
vate example, the neceffity of re- 
ligion, morality, and good order. 
In COUNCIL. Jan. 19, 1776. 

Ordered, That the foregoing pro- 
clamation be read at the opening of 
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have every fuperior $mirt of judicature, 
&c. and inferior court of common 
pleas, and court of general feffioos 
for the peace within this colony, by 
their refpe&ive clerk ; and at the 
annual town meetings in March, in 
each town. And it is hereby re- 
commended to the feveral ministers 
of the gofpel, throughout this co- 
lony to read the fame in their re* 
fpecYtvc aflemblieson the lord's day 
next after their receiving it, im- 
mediately after divine fervice. 
Sent down for concurrence, 
PEREZ MORTON, deputy fee. 
In the Houfe of Representatives, 
- Jdff. 23, 1776. 

• Read and concurred, 
William Cooper, fpe*ker»pr. tern. 
Confented to, 

William Sever, Walter Spooner, 
Caleb Cuming, John Winthrop, 
Thomas Cuming, Mofes Gill, 
Michael Farley, Samuel Hoi ten, 
Charles Chauncy, Jofeph Pal- 
mer, John Whetcomb, Jede- 
diah Fofter, Eldad Taylor, 
John Taylor, Benjamin White, 
James Prefcot. 
B,y order of the General Court, 
PEREZ MORTON, deputy fee. 
GOD fave the PEOPLE. 
Partjmoutb, April 29. Sailed the 
Worccfter and Speedwell for North 
America. 

St. Jams*!* April 27. The fleet 
of tranfports, having on board the 
firft divifion of the Heffian troops 
under the command of Lieutenant 
General Heifter, left the Wefer on 
the 1 7th inftant.arrived off Dover on 
Wednefday laft the 24th, and came 
yefterday morning to Spithead. 
The troops are all in perfect health; 
and are preparing for their im- 
mediate departure for North Ame- 
rica. Gazettt. 

- This article, though in the Ga- 
zette, was not true. The Heffian 
general refufed t® fail to America 
till the arrival of tbefecond divifion 
ofhi3 troops. An exprefs was fent 
to London. The miniftry were 
perplexed 
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The K^being made were preparing to follow in a few* 
days; the admiral leaving behind 



perplexed 

acquainted with the affair, ordered 
the He flu as to go dire&ly ; adding 
that he would take the matter upon 
himfelf, and fettle it with the Land- 
grave. And General Harvey was 
fent (April 26) to explain and en- 
force this command to the Heffian 
general. The wind being fair to 
carry the. troops to America, oc« 
cafioned ^fcis anxiety to get them 
away. It*Was the fecond of May 
before this mifunderftanding was 
fettled; and on this day this wind 
changed. However on the 6th id 
the afternoon the wind was favour- 
able again, and they failed. 
Extra8 of a letter from Portfmntb', 
May 7. 

* Yefterday afternoon, ahout five 
o'clock, failed his Majefty'a (hip 
Prefton, Commodore Hoth&m ; Rain - 
bow, Sir George Collier; Emerald, 
Captain Caldwell; Brune, Captain 
Fergufon ; Jerfey, Captain Halftead, 
Strombolo, Captain Phippi, and 
Carcafs Bomb, Captain Read, with 
tranfports with the Heffian troops, 
foot guards, artillery, and many 
victuallers, under their convoy for 
Korth America. Above 300,000!. 
of foreign fprcie was put on board 
the men of war. 

Whitehall, May 3. General Howe, 
commander in chief of hi» Majefty'a 
forces in North America, having 
taken a refolution on the 7th of 
March to remove from Bo (Ion to 
Halifax, with the troops under his 
command, and fuch of the inhabi- 
tants, with their effects, as were 
defirous to continue under the pro- 
jection of his Maj-fty's forces ; the 
embarkation was effected on the 17th 
of that month, with the greater* 
order and regulariy, and without 
the leaft interruption from the re- 
bels. When the packet came away, 
the fir ft divifion of the tranfports 
was under fail, and the remainder 



as many of the mips of war as could 
be fpared from the convoy, for the 
fecurity and protection of fuch vef- 
fels as might be bound to Bofton. 
C azette* 

Whitehall^ May 3. The king ha« 
been pleafed to order letters patent 
to be paflVd under the Great Seal 
of Great Britain, conflicting and 
appointing Richard Lord Vifcount 
Howe, of the kingdom of Ireland, 
and the Hon. Wuliara Howe, efq* 
Mejor-Geneial of his Majefty's 
forces, and General of his Majefty's 
forces in North Americaoirly, to be 
his Majefty's commiftioners for re* 
Coring peace to his Majefty V Colo* 
pies and plantations in North A me* 
rica ; and for granting pardon to 
fuch of his Majefty's fubjecls there* 
now in rebellion, as Jhall deferve 
the royal mercy. Gazette. 

His Msjefty hath alfo been pleafed 
to appoint Henry Strachy, efq. to 
be iecretary of the faid commif- 
fion. Gazette. 

Port/mouth, May 12. This morn- 
ing Lord Howe iailed from St. He- 
lens on board hia Majefty'a fliip 
Eagle for America. 

Gov. Hutchinson's letters conti- 
nued from volume II, page 1 62. 
Bofton, June 22, 1772* 
To Governor PvwnalL 
The union of the colonies is pret* 
ty well broke, I hope I mail never 
fee it renewed. Indeed our fons of 
liberty are hated and defpifed by 
their former brethren in New-York 
and Pennfylvania, and it muft be 
fomething very extraordinary ever 
to reconcile them. 

Bofton, June 30/1772. 
Dear Sir, (Capt. Gambier ) 
Allow me now and then to re- 
quire after von, and Mrs. Gambier 
and the liitle (oiks. Yuuare in the 

tnSdit 
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Eiidft of the great and Im 
lairs of Britain, and coafequentry of 
ill the known parts of the globe, with 
vhich in a greater or lefs degree it is 
low connected. We are an infigni- 
icant province, where there is little 
«r nothing that is interefting to any 
hit oorfefves. Yon can expect 
lothing from me therefore of any 
noment; except we fhoold get into 
he way of pulling down the houfes of 
he King's fervants again, attacking 
lis troops, burning his fhips, or fuch 
tike exploits. The Province Houie 
they defign ihall fall down; Some 
*>f out heroes talked of feil ng it, but 
finding my confent was necenary to 
every valid aft, thay laid afide their 
defign. Oar laft mips carried you 
the newt of the burning the Gafpee 
fchooner, at Providence. I hope if 
there (hould be another like attempt, 
fome concerned in.it may be taken 
prifoners and carried directly to Eng- 
land. A few punifhed at Execution 
dock would be the only effectual pre- 
ventive of any further attempts* In 
every eolony they are fure ofefcaping 
with impunity. Dalrymple is pre- 
paring for an expedition, it is thought 
to the fouthern part of the Continent, 
t pity him. He feems diftrefTed in 
fpite of all his endeavours to put on 
another face* One of the regiments 
at Halifax or fome other is to accom- 
pany him, the other the 64th to take 
his place here. I have by degrees, 
brought the affembly to fuch a ftate, 
that although there are a {mall majori- 
ty, four enough, yet when theyfeek for 
matter for protefts, reraonfbances, Sec, 
they are puzzled where to charge their 
grievances, which they look for in the 
nrft place, and then connder whether 
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t af» to be dearly earning your {alary, I 
hope to pafs through a .feffion without 
much trouble. Scone foolifh thing or 
other from fuch people is always of 
courfe. I fee our old friends Burch, 
Paxton, &c. every day or two, not 
every night, they frequently defire 
when I write to make their compli- 
ments* 

I am moft fincerely, dear Sir, 
your faithful and moll obedient fervant. 
Dear Sir, Bq/hn, July 21, 177a. 
[This letter has internal appearances 

of Secretary PownalTs being the 

gentleman intended] 

* Government is in a languid Hate* 
The laws againit offenders in fome 
capital points cannot be executed*— 
The acts of trade are very little re- 
garded. The cuftom-houfe officers 
when they know of breaches, do not 
care to hazard their lives by feizurea 
and profecutions. The cafe you know 
is the fame in every other colony. 
When there is a general difpofition to 
oppofe the execution of laws from an 
opinion that they are unconltitutional, 
it feems necaffary that the legiflatiy« 
power fhould afford every further aid 
to the executive. In this fubordinato 
ftate the legiflative declines and ra- 
ther countenances the people in their 
opposition. The next refort is tothe 
fupreme legiflative. The interpofition 
of th s authority is become neceflary 
to effect due fubmiflkm to the laws, 
merely for thatpurpofe, any interpo- 
fition will always be thought inexpe- 
dient by that party in England which 
wifhes to dog all public meafures. 
It will in time become neceflary to 
retain the colonies in any degree of 
fubordination. Then the nation will 
be routed and unite in meafures for 



the things they complain ofare gnev- ♦ that purpofe. As foon as the Colo* 



ances or not. Under fuch circum 
fiances, and the advantage of having 
them 4n the town of Bolton, where I 
can fee a company of them every day, 
which by 4 the way you would think 



nies are convinced of this, it will im- 
mediately appear .that, all this new 
doctrine of independence will be difa- 
vowed, and the firft inventors or 
broacheri of it will be facrificed to 
H *e 
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the rage of the people who have been been among 



deluded by them* " Until then, or fo 
long as I continue |in my prefent fta- 
tion, I muft make the ; beft ufe I can 
of that check which they allow to be 
mutual > and prevent their further ad- 
vance by all means in my power. If 
I am able to do any thing farther, it 
muft be by convincing the majority 
of the people of the abfurd principles 
of their prefent leaders* and perfuad- 
ing them to receive more juft notions 
of government in general, and of their 
own conflitution in particular. In 
this way I have certainly lefiened the 
numbers of the opposition, and mo- 
derated the tempers of the whole.' 

DearSir, Bofion, Jug. 27. 1772. 
t'Tis uncertain who is the Gentleman 
addreffed.] 

' Upon reading the hrft paragraph 
I recollected, that when I was young 
at college, or foon after, I read with 
attention what Mr. Locke had wrote 
upon toleration. I was aildnifhed that 
ever any body who thought at all, 
fhould h*ve thought differently upon 
the furjeft, and yet all the world until 
then eafily received the abfurdities of 
the contrary dcctrine. My poor an- 
ceftors (of my country I mean, and 
'not of my family) I look back upon 
with pity, for their intolerant fpirit, 
' which was the more inexcufeable, 
becaufe they were at the fame time 
vehemently inveighing againft the 
fame fjpirit in others. [If Mr* Hutchin- 
fon's family had not a different origin 
from the reft of mankind, he might 
have looked farther back, and have 
pitied the intolerant and inconMent 
ipirit of his popii^i or pagan anceftors ; 
but this is not the only inftance by 
many, occurring in his letters, of near 
and fhort f:ghtednefc.] I am not fure 
that if we were unreftrained, we have 
not a majority of the fame fpirit at 
this day. It is certain we have but 
little catholicifm among the laity, and 
the clergy in general of every denomi- 
nation* are bigots. My education has 



the congregationaliftsi 
and I generally attend the public wor- 
fhip with them. I remember fonw- 
where to have met with a flory of a 
very moderate Papift urge to profefs 
himfelf a Proteftant, who though he 
had no icruples, yet faid he would 
never change his religion unlefs he 
was fure of being damned for not 
doing it. [One would imagine front 
the manner in which this flory is in- 
troduced, and the ftory itfelf, that Mr. 
Hutchinfon was but a moderate or 
very indifferent Proteftant, and that 
he would have continued of any pro- 
feffion, in which he had been born 
and educated, let it have been ever 
fo unfcriptural, unlefs he was fure of 
being damned for not changing it.] 
As I have no fcruples, I frequendp 
attend at the King's chapel. Confi- 
deringthe commiffionIfuilain,IthiBk 
there is a decency and propriety in fit 
doing. 

We have fo often expected mca- 
fures which would fettle the affairs of 
America and been difappdtnted, tkat 
I fhall always be afraid to depend 
upon appearances. Every colory 
feems determined not to fubmit t» 
the duties. Pennfylvania and Nev 
York have, within thefe two years, 
imported feveral thoufand chefts o r 
tea from Holland, and I fuppofe not 
ten chefls from England. There is 
an averiion in the lea officers to aft 
as officers of the cuftoms. There 
would be more likelihood of fuccefs, if 
the commiflioners of the cuftoms were 
allowed fmall armed vefTels to cruize 
in the feveral bays. The expence 
would not be great, and might be li- 
mited, and it would foon appear, 
whether the extraordinary feizures 
would not equal it. But if this is 
done, fome further provifion is ne- 
cefTary by parliament, and it ought 
to be made as- penal to fire on armed 
vefTels fitted out for this; purpose as on 
the King's (hips. They fhould have 
King's colours, and might have com- 

mifhons 
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B^Hons in the King's name with the 
tets of the Governors of the colo- 
n-its, except Connecticut and Rhode- 
IfRnd. But before America is fettled 
in peace, it would be neceflary to go 
to'he bottom of all the diforder which 
ha been fo long neglected already. — 
Tie opinion that every colony has a 
legislature within itfelf, the acts and 
doings of which are not to be con- 
touled by parliament, and that no 
IjgiHarive power ought to be exer- 
cfed over the colonies, except by their 
isfpective legiilatures, gains ground 
«very day, and it has its influence 
ipon all the executive parts of go- 
/ernment. Grand juries will not pre- 
~ent ; petty juries will not convict the 
ligheft offenders againft acts of par- 
iament. Our news-papers publickly 
innounce this independence every 
*reek : and what is much more, there 
ts fcarce an anembly which has not 
3one it at one time or other. The 
ifTembly of this province has done as 
much the laft feflion by their public 
votes and refolves, and by an addrefs 
which they have fent to Dr. Franklin, 
to be prefented to the King : fo there 
t s fufEcient gronnds for parliament to 
proceed if there is a difpofition. — 
What, it will be faid, can be done ? 
A teft as general as the oaths required 
inftead of the oaths of allegiance *and 
Supremacy would be moft effectual ; 
but this there is reafon to fear would 
throw America into a general confu- 
fion, and I doubt the expediency ; 
but can lefs be done than affixing pe- 
nalties and difqualifications or incapa- 
cities upon all who by word or writing 
lhall deny or call in queftion the fu- 
preme authority of parliament over 
all parts of t e Britiih dominions.— 
Can it be made neceflary for all judges 
to be under oath, to obferve all acts 
of parliament in their judgments? — 
And may not the oaths of all jurors, 
grand and petit, be fo framed as to 
include acts of parliament as the rule 
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of law, as well as law m general 

terms? and for aflemblies or bodies 
of men who fliall deny the authority 
of parliament, may not all their fub-* 
fequent proceedings be declared to be 
ipfo faSio null and void, and every 
member who ihall continue to aft in 
fuch aflembly be fubject to penalties 
and incapacities ? I fuggeft thefe things 
for confideration. Every thing de- 
pends upon the fettlement of this 
grand point. We owe much of our 
troubles to the countenance given by 
fome in England to this doctrine of 
independence. If the people were 
convinced that the nation with one 
v ->ice condemned the doctrine, or that 
parliament at all events was deter- 
mined to /naintain its fupremacy, we 
mould foon be quiet. The dema- 
gogues who generally have no pro- 
perty would continue their endeavours 
to enflame the minds of the people 
for fome time, but the inhabitants in 
general have real eftates which they 
would not run the hazard of forfeit- 
ing by any treafonable m.afures. If 
nothing more can be done, there 
muft be further provifions for carrying 
the act of trade into execution, which 
I am informed adminiftration is very 
fenfibleof, and have meafures in con-r 
templation. Thus you have a few of 
my fudden thoughts, which I mull 
pray you not to communicate as com- 
ing from me, left I fhould be *up- 
pofed here to have contributed to any 
future proceedings refpecting Ame- 
rica. I have only room to add that 
I am with fmcererefpecland efteem &c. 

Dear Sir, B^fton, ttyb Aug. 1 772. 
[The fame gentleman that he wrote to 
2ift July.] 

* I troub.ed you with a long letter 
the 2 1 ft July. Give me leave now 
on y to add one or two things which 
I then intended, but to avoid being 
too tedious, omitted. People in this 
province, both friends and enemies 
to government^ are in great expecta- 
H 2' tions 
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tions from the late affair at £hoder 
Illand of burning the King's fchooner, 
and they cbnimer the manner in 
which the news of it will be received 
in England, and the meafures to be 
taken as decifive. If it is paffed 
oyer without a full enquiry and due 
refentment, our liberty people will 
think they may with impunity com- 
init ahy acts of violence be they ever 
{o atrocious, and the friends to go- 
vernment will deipond'and give up all 
hopes o'f being aole to withftand the 
faction. The perfons who were the 
immediate aftors, are men of eftatef 
and property in the colony. A prbfe> 
cutionis impomble". If ever the go- 
vernment of that colony is to be re- 
formed, this feems to be the time, 
a.nd it would have a happy effect in 
the colonies which adjoin to it. Se- 
veral perfons have been advifed by 
letters from their- friends, that as the 
miniftry are united and* oppofitiori at 
an end, there wilt certainly^ be aH* 
inquiry into the ffate of America the 
next feflibn of parliament. The de- 
nial of the fupremacy of parliament, 
and the contempt with which its au- 
thority has been treated by the Lilli- 
putian Aflemblies of America, can 
never be juftified or excuffed by any 
one member of either hbufe* of pai lia- 
'ment 

Bofton, zd Sept. 1772. 
Dear Sir, ^Samuel Hood, £fq;] 
€ Captain Linzee can inform you 
6f the ftate of Rhode-Ifland colony 
•better thah I can ; fo daring an in- 
"fult as burning the King's fchoorier by 
people who are as Well known as any 
who were concerned in this laft re- 
bellion, and yet cannot be profecuted, 
will certainly route the fcritifli Liorf 
which has beeti afleep the fe four or 
five ye^rs. Admiral Montague' fays, 
that Lord Sandwictt will never leave 
purfuing the colony, until if is dif- 
franchifed. If it is patted over, the 
other colonies vriir follow the ex- 
ample. 
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Soften % %th Dec. 1772, 

Dear Sir, (Mr. JnckfoQ.'] 
* * They fucceed in their unwearied T 
endeavours to propagate the dq&rins 
of independence upon parliament and 1 
the mifchiefs of it every day increafe* 
Tbelieve I have repeatedly mentioned 
to you my opinion of the neceffity of 
parliament's takings (bme meafures to 
prevent the fpread of this doctrine, as 
well as to guard againftr the mifchiefs. 
of it. It is moremfficult now than it 
was^the laft year, and it will become/ 
more and more fo every year it is'ne- 
glected, until it is utterly impractiv 
cable. If I confhlted' nothing but mv 
owneafe and quiet, I woulf propoft 
neglect arid contempt of every affront 
offered to parliament by the little 
American affemblies, but f fhould be 
falfe to the King, arid betray thtf 
truil he has repofed in me, 

Bofton, Jan. 1773, 
{John Fo<tonatt $ Ffa] 

My dear Sir. 
€ P have not anfwered* your very 
kind and confidential letter of the 6tti 
October. Nothing could confirm me 
more in my own plan of meaftirek 
for the Colonies than finding it to 
agree with your feritiments. You 
know I have been begging fbr mea- 
fures to maintain the fupremacy of 
parliament. Whilft it is fuffered td 
be denied, all is confufioni and' the 
oppofition to government is conti- 
nually gaining ft'rength. 

Bofton, j gth April, 1773. 

Dear Sir, [John Ptnvnall, Efa;] 
* Our patriots fay that the votes 
of the town of JJofton, which they 
fent to Virginia, have produced the 
refolves of the affembly there ap^ 
pointing a Committee of Correfpond- 
ence ; and I have no" doubt it is (heir 
expectation that a committee for the 
fame purpofe will be appointed by 
mofl of the other afTemblies upoa 
the continent. If any thing there* 
fore be done by parliament refpefling 
America, it now feems^neceflary that 
it fhould be general, and not confinea! 

to 
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particular colonic, as die fame fpirit 
prevails every where, though not in 
the like degree. 

Addition to Mr* Jack/on* s Letter* dated 
the \pb Aug. 1773. 
Auguft 20. 

* Yon fee no difference Jxtweeir 
the cafe of the colonies and that of 
Ireland. I care not in how favour- 
able a light you look upon the Colo- 
nies, if it does not feparafe us from 
you. You will certainly, find it more 
difficurrto retain the Colonies than 
you do Ireland, Ireland is near and 
under your conftanr infpe&ion. All 
officers are dependant and removable 
at pleafure. The Colonies are re- 
mote, and the officers generally more 
difpofed to pleafe the people, tham 
fhe King or his Reprefentative. In' 
the one you have always* the ultimo 
ratio ; In the* other you- are either 
deft'tute of it, or you have no civil 
magiitrate to direct the ufe of it. — 
Indeed, to prevent a general revolt, 
riie naval power mayfor & long> courfe 
of years be fumdent, but to preferve 
the peace of the Colonies, an& to 
continue them beneficial to the mo* 
the- country, this will be to little pur*- 
pofe; but I am writing to a* gentle- 
man who knows thefe things- better 
than I do. Private. (notfent.) 

Bbjtony l$th Q&. 1773; 
Dear Sir, [Mr. Powvalh] 

f They {the leaders of the party, 
as Mr. H> — -n ftiles them] give out 
openly that they muflr have another 
convention of all the Colonies, and 
the Weaker has made it known- to 
feveral of tfce members* that the agent 
in England recommends it as a mea> 
fure neceflary to be engaged in with- 
out delay, and propofes, in order to 
bring tie difpute to acrifis, that the 
rights of the Colonies mould be there 
fofemnly and fully aflerted and dectar- 
ed, that there fhould be a firm en* 
gagement with each other, that they 
will never grant any aid to the crown, 
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even in cafe of war, unlefs t^King* 
and the two houfes of parliament firft 
recognize thofe rights, and that thp 
refolution fhould be immediately cost? 
municated to the crown, and afTures 
them that ; n this wiay they will fi- 
nally obtain their ^end* I am not 
fond of coayeyiirff this fort of inteili* 
gence, but as t have the falle& evi- 
dence of the raft, I don't fee how I 
can be faithful to my trufl: and negJetl 
it ; therefore though I confider this 
as a private letter, yet I leave it to 
you to communicate this part of it 
lb far as his flflaj ©fly's fervice may re- 
quire; and as I have nothing but 
that in view, I wiih it may go no 
farther. The meafure appears to me 
of ali others the moft likely to r&- 
kindle a general flame in the Colonies. 

Private. Bofton, 0&. \$th> 1773- 
My Lord, [Lord Dartmouth.]. 

* After I had iealed' my letters, 
which Tintended by the (hip, a gentle- 
man furnifhed me with the copy of a 
letter to the fpeaker of the houfe, 
from their agent in England-: it has 
been- (hewn to feveral members of 
the houf , and- to other perfons, and 
therefore is no. fecret. I felt fonte 
reluctance at communicating it in a 
private way, but upon coniideration 
it appears to me of fuch importance, 
that your Lordihip mould be acquaint- 
ed with it, that I doubted whether I 
mould be faithful to my truft if I did 
not lay it before you. If it mould 
be known to have come from me, or 
perhaps to have been fent from Eng- 
land, it may. be the means of prevent- 
ing any further ufeful intelligence, 
which I may otherwife obtain from 
the fame perfon. — 

What Mr. Hutchinfon's opinion 
about royal charters, compared with 
acts of parliament was, may be learnt 
from the following extract out of a 
fepa$ate letter to Lord Dartmouth of 
Ocl. 16, 1773, when writing about 
the Penobfcot lands, he fuys, * be the 

claim 
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claim Aver fo good, the falus populi fo 
much depends upon the prefervation 
of an intereft of this nature (the pine 
timber) that the affembly muft be left 
without any ground of complaint, if 
a territory which was united to the 
Maflachufetts, without any fpecial 
claim to it, merely by force of a royal 
charter, (hall by the authority of an 
act of parliament be feparated and 
creeled into a diftinct government.' 
Private* Bofton, Dee. 14, 1773. 
My Lord, \Lord Dartmouth.} 

4 Before the peace I thought no- 
thing fo much to be defired as the 
ceflion of Canada. I am now con- 
vinced, that if it had remained to the 
Irench none of this fpirit of oppofi- 
tion to the mother country would 
have yet appeared, and I think the 
effects of it worfe than all we had to 
fear from the French or Indians. 

Bofton, 7th Dee. lj6z. 
Sir, [R. Jack/on, Efq;] 

€ When our anceftors firft came 
over, they apprehended themfclves 
fubjects to no other laws or rules of 
government, than what arife from 
natural reafon and the principles of 
equity, except any pofnive rules from 
the word of God. I intended to have 
fent you a collection of punifhments 
inflicted for a great variety of offences, 
ibme of which would have diverted 
you, and all of them would have 
tended to difcover to you the caftand 
genius of our firft. fettlers, but my 
time fince the date of my laft has 
been much taken up in preparing a 
defence of the province title to the 
lands between Nova Scotia and the 
province of Main. I hope to have 
leifure before another opportunity of 
writing to you. I am.' 

The above will fhew what were 
once the fentiments of the firft fettlers 
of this country, upon a point that 
has fince been greatly litigated. 



Bofton, Jan. 3, 1765. 
Dear Sir, [CoL Cujbing.\ 

4 You have been by your firefide, 
and fo have I by mine, poring over 
old year books, and when I am tired 
I relieved myfelf with hiflorical facts 
of our own country, for I defign to 
carry down Mr. Prince's chronology, 
and as Bifhop Burnet did ; but itihall 
not be publifhed while I live, and I 
expect the fame fatisfaction which I 
doubt not the Bifhop had, of being 

revenged of ibme of the r s, 

after I am dead. I wifti you may 
have the pleafure of reading it.' 

Whoever continues, Mr. Prince's 
chronology, Mr. Huchinfon will cer- 
tainly make a confiderable figure in 
it, fhould his character be painted 
with a Burnet's freedom ; whether the 
author means to take a perfonal re- 
venge, or faithfully to inform h}s 
reader, 

Bofton , Jan. 1769, 
Dear Sir, [Mr. Jack/on.] 

* I fent you under a blank cover 
by way of Briflol and Glafgow, the 
account of proceedings in New York 
affembly, which you will find equal 
to thofe of the Maflachufetts. Per^ 
haps if they had no troops, the people 
too would l^e run riot as we did, — 
Five or fix men of war, and three or 
four regiments diflurb no body, but 
fome of our grave people who do not 
love aflemblies and concerts, and can't 
bear the noife of drums upon a Sun- 
day. I know I have not flept in 
town any three months thefe two years, 
in fo much tranquility as I have clone 
the three months fince the troops 
came, and one of the clergy told me 
a few days ago, he doubted whether 
it would ever do for the town to be 
without one regiment at leaft.' 

By whofe folicitatioris troops ware 
procured, may be inferred from what 
Mr. Bollan writes to Mr. Hutchinfon 
in a letter, dated 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( *l 

Henrietta-Jlreet, Jug. II. 1767. 

c Mr. Paxton has feveral times 
told me, that you and Tome other of 
my friends were of opinion that (land- 
ing troops were neceffary to fupport 
the authority of the government at 
Bolton, and that he was authorized 
to inform me this was your and their 
opinion. I need not fay that I hold 
in the greateft abomination fuch out- 
rages that have taken place among 
you, and am fenfible it is the duty 
of all charter or other fubordidate 
governments to take due care and 
punifh fuch proceedings, and that all 
governments malt be fupported by 
Force when neceflary ; yet we muft 
remember how often ftanding forces 
have introduced greater mifchiefs than 
they relieved, and I am appre- 
henfive that your diftant fituation, 
from the center of all civil and mili- 
tary power, might in this cafe, fooner 
or later, fubjecl: you to peculiar diffi- 
culties. 

* When Malcolm's bad behaviour 
made a ftir here, a minifter who feem- 
ed inclined to make ufe of ftanding 
forces, fuppofing this might not be 
agreeable to me, I avoided giving an 
opinion, which theu appeared need- 
lefs and improper, but afterwards, 
when it was confidently faid that pre- 
parations, were making to fend a con- 
futable number of ftanding troops in 
order to compel obedience, I endea- 
voured to prevent n, and in particular 
told a worthy gentleman, who though 
he does not Hand very high in adminir 
ftration, has fomeiimes, I believe, 
confiderable influence ; that fome of 
the principal merchants faid, thatthey 
who fhould fend over the ftanding 
troops reported would certainly be 
curfed to all pofterity.' 

What will pofterity fay of thofe 
that by letters or private mefla^es, 
endeavoured to procure their being 
ient, and at laft prevailed ?* 

BinnfylvOnia Journal* . 
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The following Letters were lately pub* 

Itjhed by order of the Honourable 

Continental Congreft. 
My dear General, [Montreal; No*v. 17.] 

1 With great pleafure I tranfmit 
you a letter from Col. Arnold for 
Gen. Waihington, together with the 
copy of his letter to me. Col. Eafton 
has fix guns mounted on ftiore, three 
twelve pounders, one nine ditto, and 
two fixes, at the Sorrel, and the two 
row gallies. Mr. Carleton, with his 
eleven fail, has not yet been able to 
pafs him by. Indeed Eafton has ob- 
liged him twice to weigh anchor, and 
remove higher up the river. I am 
making all difpatch to attack him on 
my fide, with field artillery mounted 
in batteaus. I have had great diffi- 
culty about the troops. I am afraid 
many of them will go home ; however, 
depending on my good fortune, I hope 
to keep enough to give the final blow 
to mimfterial politics in this province, 
as I hope effectual meafures will be 
taken to prevent their laying hold of it 
again. 

' I muft beg the boats may be fent 
back, if poffibie, which take up the 
difchaiged men. Some of them might 
be left at the Point au Fere. I am 
exceedingly hurried, and have not 
done half my bufinefs with you. I 
fhall eftablifh a poft, which will fet 
out next Monday for Ticonderoga, 
Will you appoint a poft-mafter there } 
May you enjoy better health. I am, 
&c. RICHARD MONTGOMERY. 

[Gen, Schuyler.] 
Ticondenga, Nov. 22. 1775. 9 o'clock, 
i\ M. 
Sir, 

* I fent off" the exprefs about noon 
to day, who brought me your favour 
of the 9th. Since his departure, I re- 
ceived a letter from General Montgo- 
mery, inclofing a copy of one from 
Col. Arnold. Copies of both I do 
myfelf the honour to tranfmit to you. 

* If General Carleton had reached 
Quebec before Col. Arnold, it is pro- 
bable 
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bable the latter might Have met with ders td fend 
more difficulties than he expe&ed, 
from the reinforcement the former car- 
ried with him* but I hope by this time 
that our troops are in barracks at 
Quebec. 

* Col. Arnold's march does hint 
great honour. Some future hiftoriah 
will make it the fubject of admiration 
to his readers. I am, Sir* your moil 
obedient and moft humble fervant, 

PH. SCHUYLER, 

JVW. 23. The froft has been fo fe- 
Vere laft night, that the lake, as far 
down towards Crown Point as we can 
fee, which is about three miles, is in- 
drdy dofed. 
The Hon. John Hancock, 

Eiq; &c. &c* 
£t> Maria, two leagues and a half from 
Point Levy, Nov, 8, 1775* 
Dear Sir, 

r Your favour of the 29th ult.'I 
received at ten o'clock this morning, 
which gave me much pleafure ; I hear- 
tily congratulate you on your fuccefs 
thus far : I think you have great reafon 
to be appreheniive for me, the time I 
Mentioned to General Walhington 
being fo long fmce elapfed ; I was not 
then apprifed, or indeed apprehenfive 
of one half of the difficulties we have 
to encounter, of which I cannot at 
prefcnt give you a particular detail. 
Can only fay we have hauled our bat- 
teaus up over falls* up rapid lb-earns, 
over carrying places, and marched 
through moraiTes, thick woods, and 
over mountains about three hundred 



and twenty miles, many of which we 
had to pafs feveral times to bring over 
our baggage. Thefe difficulties the 
foldiers have with the greateft forti- 
tude furmounted, and about rwo thirds 
of the detachment are happily arrived 
here, and within two days march ; 
moft of them in good health and high 
fptrits. 

* The other part, with Col. Enos, 
mnrned from the Dead river, con- 
trary . to my expectation, he having ,or - 



back only the fick* and 
thole that could not be furnimed with 
provinons; I wrote Gen. Schuyler 
the thirteenth of Oclober, by an In- 
dian I thought ttultyji inclofed to m/ 
friend in* Quebec, and as I have had 
no anfwer from either^ and he pre- 
tends being taken at Quebec, I make 
no doubt he has betrayed his truft, 
which I am corifirmed in as I find they 
have been fome time apprifed of our' 
coming to Quebec* and have destroyed 
all the canoes at Point Levy; to pre- 
vent our paffing; This difficulty will 
be: obviated by birch canoes, as we 
have aboat twenty of them, with forty 
favages who have joined us, 1 and pro- 
fefs great friendship, as well as the 
Canadians, by whom we baie been 
very friendly received, , and who will 
be able to foraifh us with a- number 
of canoes. 

• I am informed by the French 
there are two frigates and feveral 
fmall armed veilels lying before Que- 
bec, and a large fhip or two lately 
arrived from Bofton ; however, I pro- 
pofe croffing the St. Lawrence as foon 
as poffible, and if any opportunity 
offers of attacking Quebec with 
fuccefs, (hall embrace it, otherwife 
fhall endeavour to join your army at 
Montreal* I mall as often as in my 
power advife you of my proceedings* 
and beg the favour of hearing frpnot 
you by every opportunity. 

The inclofed letter to his Excellency 
General Walhington, beg the favpur 
of your forwarding by exprefs. I am 
very refpectfully, dear Sir, your moil 
obedient humble fervant* 

BENE. ARNOLD. 
Brig. Gen. Montgomery* 

P. S. Since my writing the above, 
I have ftren a friend fi-pm Quebec* 
who informs me a frigate of twenty- 
fix guns and two traniports, with one 
hundred and fifty, recruits, arrived 
from St. John's, Newfoundland, laft 
Sunday, which, with the inhabitants 
who have been compelled to take up 

arms. 
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arms,. amount to about three hundred 
men. That the French and Englifli 
inhabitants in general are on our fide, 
and that the city are fhort of provi- 
sions ; I (hall endeavour to cut off their, 
communication with the country, and 
make no doubt, if no more recruits 
arrive, to bring them to terms foon, 
or at leaft keep them in clofe quar- 
ters until your arrival here, which I 
wait with impatience, but if St. John's^ 
fliould not have furrendered, and you 
can poflibly fpare a regiment this way, 
I think the city muft of courfe fall 
into our hands. B. A. 

Point Levy, Nov. 14, 1775.* 
* Dear Sir, 
* The foregoing is a copy of my 
laft, by the two Indians you fent by 
exprefs the 29th ult. who, I hear this 
moment, are taken five leagues above 
this, fince which I have waited two or 
three days for the rear to come up, 
and in preparing ladders, Sec. The 
wind has been fo high thefe three 
nights, that I have not been able to 
crpfs the river. I have near forty 
canoes ready ; and, as the wind has. 
moderated, I defign croffing this eve- 
ning ; the Hunter Hoop and Lizard 
frigate lie oppofite to prevent us, but 
make no doubt I (hall be able to avoid 
them. I this moment received the 
agreeable intelligence (via Sorrel) 
that you are in pofleffion of St. John's,- 
and have invfefted Montreal. I can 
give no intelligence, fave that the 
merchants mips are bufy day and 
night in loading, and four have aU 
ready failed. I am Sir, yours, &c. 
B, ARNOLD, 



Philadelphia, Jan. 10, 1776. The 
following gentlemen are appointed 
Officers in the four battalions to be 
raifed in Pennfylvania. 

Second Battalion. Colonel Arthur 
$t. Clair. Lieutenant Colonel, Wil- 
liam Allen. Major. Jofeph Wood. . 

Third Battalion, Colonel, John 
$hee. Lieutenant Colonel, Lambert 
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CadwaHader. 'Major, Henry Becker* 
Fourth Battalion. Colonel, Antony 
Wayne. Lieutenant-Colonel, Fran- 
cis Johnfton. Major, Nicholas Honf- 
* fager. 

Fifth Battalion. Colonel, Robert 
Mageau. Lieutenant-Colonel, Jofeph 
Penrofe. Major, George Nagel. 

Captains, according to rank, who 
are not yet nominated to particular 
battalions. 1. John Boatty. 2. Tho- 
mas Craig. 3. William Butler. 4* 
John Miller, * 5. William Weft. 6. 
John Brifban. 7. Samuel Benezet. 

8. Perfrfor Frazer. 9. Thomas Ro- 
binfon. 10. Rudolph Eunner. u. 
Stephen Bayard. 12. John Lacey. 
1 3 . Peter Scull. 14. Caleb Noartfu 

15. Chriflopher Stuart, 16. Alex- 
ander Graydon. 17, Thomas Church.' 
18. Samuel Watfon. 19. James Hu- 
lings. 20. Frederick Vernon. 21, 
David Lenox. 22., Walter Stuart. 

23. Thomas Byles. 24, John Reefe: 
25. John Spohn. 26V Nathaniel 
Van&nt. 27. James Moore. 28. 
Henry Allice. 29. James Taylor, 

30. Peter Decker... 31% Jofeph Hub- 
ley. 32. Matthew Duncan. 

. Firft Lieutenants. 1* Jofeph Potts. 
2. John Richardfon. 3, Alex. John-, 
fon. 4. Thomas Moore, 5. Jofeph 
Devanport, 6. John Chilten. 7* 
Evan Edwards. 8. John Bankfon. 

9. Benj. Bartholomew. 10. Matt. 
Knox. 11. James R. Reed. 12, 
S.Moore. 13. James Chriftie. 14. 
John Lawrence. 15. John Chriftie. 

16. John Williamfpn* 17. George 
Tudor. 18. John Grofs. 19. John 
D. Wilpert, go. Robert Wilkins. 
21. Daniel Broadhead, jun, 22. 
John Morgan. 23, Samuel Smith, 

24. Andrew JCechlein, 25, Adam 
Betting, 26. William Davifon. 27. 
William Bird, 28. M. Kimle, 29. 
John Prieftly, 30. Charles Phile. 

31. Michael HoiFnagle. 33, John 
Helme. 

Second Lieutenants, i, James Mont- 
gomery, 2. EzraBartlefon, 3, Alexr 
I ander 
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andfcrMWClinfcck; 4. Wiffiaro Til- 
ton. 5. Walter Bicker. 6. RoSs 
Curry. 7. John Budd Don. 8. John 
Bugard. , 9. Robert Greg. 10. Wil- 
liam Crawford. 1 1 .'^Villiam Cham- 
bers, i?. John Finley. 13. Tho- 
mas Jennings. 14. John Craig. 15. 
Richard Collier. 16. Andrew For- 
' reft. 17. HenryEpple. 18. Robert 
Connelly. 19. ISaac Seely. 20. 
Thomas Boude. 21. Michael Ryan. 
2?, Thomas Holland. 23. Henry 
Bicker, jun. 24." William Standley. 
25. Charles fcTHenry. 26. John 
Woodfide. 27.pharles Beatty. 28. 
John Rudolph. 29. Charles Scitz. 
jp. Benjamin Armitage. : 31% An- 
drew Dover. 32. Edward Young. 
- Enfigns. 1. Benjamin MiUer. 2. 
James Hunter. -3. Alexander Hall. 
4. "Job Vernon. 5. -- — — Henry in 
Canada. 6. Thomas Parke. 7. Joel 
Wefccbat. fc. James M'Kee. 9. James^ 
G'Harra. ip. John GanfehV 11. 
lyUliam Crag. 12. William Old. 
13. Thomas Wallace. 14. James 
Savage. 15. John Evans. 16. Ifaac 
Vanhorn. 17; Eaekiel Letts. 18. 
Harman Stout, 19. James Black. 20., 
Thomas M'Intire. 2 1 . Jacob Fnnck. 
22. Edward Hoifingdom 23. James 
Cloyd. 24. Samuel Shriver. 25. 
Abel Morris. 26. John Wallace. 
27. John Berkley. 28. James Ma- 
Icy. 29. Mordecai Bavis 30. John 
Dover. 31. -Levi Griffith. 32 James 
Gibbons. 

At a meeting of the American phi- 
lofophical Society, held at Philadel- 
phia, for promoting ufeful knowledge, 
on Friday laft, the following gentle- 
men were chofen officers for the en- 
iuing year, to twit, , 

PrefJtnt, Benjamin Franklin, E-fq; 
L. L D. F:£. S.&c. 

Vice Prefident, Samuel Rhoads, Efq; 
Poftor Thomas Bond, Rev. Doctor 
William Smith. 

Secretaries, Robert Strettell Jones, 
A. M-. Benjamin Rulh, M D. Pro- 
fcuor of Chemiftry in the College of 
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Philadelphia. Mr. Richard We% 
Thomas Bond, A* M. 

Curators, Samuel Duffield, M D. 
David Rittenhoufe, A. M. Mr. P. E. 
Du Simitiere. 

Treafurer, Thomas Coombe, E(q r 

InCongrefs, January 17, 1776. 

Refolded, That the Colonels of the 
feveral battalions/ordered to be raifed, 
do immediately order their officers on. 
recruiting Service, to fuch parts where 
they are beft known and have the 
greateft probability of fuccefs. 

That the recruiting officers ought 
to be careful to enlift none but heal- 
thy, found, and able-bodied hien, not 
under fixteen years of age. 

That the colonels of the feveral 
battalions aforefaid appoint feme place 
Or places of rendezvous to which the 
recruits may be fent, and where the 
battalions may be quartered. 

That the greateft attention ought 
to be paid to the behaviour of the? 
troops in quarters,' that they may give 
no reafonable caufe of complaint. 

That the quarters of the troops be 
duly difcharged once every week. 

That an allowance of ten millings 
per man. be made to the recruiting 
officers in lieu of their expences in 
recruiting, excluSive of the inbfiftence 
money allowed them, and that in cafe 
any men be enHfted contrary to the 
foregoing regulations, the pay they 
may have received and the SubSiftcnce 
money that may be paid for then* 
fiiall be flopped from the pay of SucK 
recruiting officers. ■ * 

That' the colonels of the feveral 
Pennsylvania battalions be Supplied 
with money for the recruiting Service 
by the Committee of Safety of Penn- 
sylvania, and difburfe the fame to the 
feveral recruiting officers, the cdlonel3 
and other officers to be accountable 
for what they fhall receive, and al| 
arrears they may fall into to be flop- 
ped from their pay. 

That no bought indented Servants 
be employed on u»ard the fleet or in 

th$ 
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tte army of the United Colonies, 
without the arafent of their mailers. 
Extracts from .the Minutes, 

, CHARLES THOMSON, Sec. 

The Rev. Mr: Daniel M'Cauley is 
appointed chaplain to the firft batta- 
lion of the Pennfylvania Regulars 

Pbilatklfbia, March 3 1. On the 
'21ft inftarit the Congrefs canfe to the 
following refolurions* viz. 
. * Refolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the feveral aflemblies, conven- 
tions and councils, or committees of 
fafety, and committees of correfpond- 
ence and infpection, that they exert 
their utmoft endeavours to promote 
the culture of hemp, flax, and cotton, 
and the growth of wool, in thefe 
United Colonies. 

* Refolved, That It be recom- 
mended to the faid aflemblies, con- 
ventions and councils, or committees 
of fafety, that they take the earlieft 
meafures for erecting and eftablifning 
in each and every colony, a fociety 
for the improvement of agriculture, 
arts, manufactures, and conYmerce ; 
and to maintain a correfpondence be- 
tween fuch focieties, that the rich and 
numerous natural advantages of this 
country for fupporting its inhabitants 
may not be neglected; 

* Refolved, That it be recom- 
mended to the faid aflemblies, con- 
ventions, and councils* or committees 
of fafety, that they forthwith conuder 
the ways and means of introducing the 
manufactures of Duck and fail cloth, 
and fteel, into fuch colonics where 
they are not now underflood ; and of 
encouraging, encreafing, and improv- 
ing them where they are. 

' As in the execution of the refolve 
of Congrefs, of the 14th of March, 
respecting the difarming difaflbcted 
perfons, many fire-arms may be taken 
which may not be fit for ufe,,to arm 
any of the troops mentioned therein, 
therefore it is. refolved, That all the 
fire-arms fo taken, being appraifed 



according to faid retdlve,* norte of 
them (hall be paid for but thofe that 
are fit for the ufe of fuch troops, or 
that may conveniently be fo madei 
and the remainder fhall be fafely kept 
by the aflemblies, conventions, coun- 
cils, or committees of fafety for the 
owners, to be delivered to, them when 
the Congrefs fhall direct.' 

In Congrefs, March 23, 1 770V 
Whereas the petitions of thefe unit- 
ed Colonics to the Kinr,' for the re-> 
drefs of great and manifest' grievances, 
have not only been rejected, but treat> 
ed with fcorn and contempt j and the 
bppofiuons to defigns evidently formed' 
to reduce them to a ftate of fervile 
fubjectiori, and their neoefTary de- 
fence againft hoftile forces actually 
employed to fubdue them; declared 
rebellion. And whereas an unjuft 
war hath been commenced agamit 
them, which the commanders of the 
Britifh fleets and armies have profe- 
cuted, and dill continue to profe- 
cute with their Utmoft vigour; and 
in a crrtel manner wafting, fpolling 
aiid deftroying the country, burning 
fcoufes and defencelefs towns, and ex- 
pofing the helplcfs inhabitants to eve- 
ry mifery from the inclemency of the 
Winter j and not only urging favages 
to invade the country, but inftigating, 
negroes to murder their matters; And 
whereas the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain had lately pafTed an act, affirm- 
ing thefe colonies to be in open re- 
bellion ; forbidding all trade and 
commerce with the inhabitants there- 
of, until they fhall accept pardons and 
fubmit to defpotic rule ; declaring 
tKeir property, wherever found upon 
the water, liable to feizure and con- 
fiscation : and enacting that what had 
been done there, by virtue of the 
royal authority were juft and lawful 
acts, and fhall be fo deemed : from 
all which it is manifeft, that the.ini- 
quitous fcheme, concerted to deprive 
theai of the liberty they have a right 
lz to 
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tip by the laws of nature and the Eng- 
tifh conflitution, will be peftinacioufly 
purfued. It being therefore necefTary 
to provide for their defence and fecu- 
rhy, and juftifiable to make reprifals 
upon their enemies, and otherwife to 
annoy them, according to the laws and 
ufagts of nations ; the Congrefs, 
truiling that fuch of their friends in 
GreatBritain (of whom it is confcfTed 
there are many entitled to applaufe 
and gratitude for their patriotifm and 
benevolence, and in whofe favour a 
difcrimination of property cannot be 
made) as fhall fuffer by captures, will 
impute it to the author of our com- 
mon calamities, to declare and refolve 
as followeth ; to wit, 

Refolved, that the inhabitants of 
thefe colonies be permitted to fit out 
armed vefTels to cruize on the enemies 
of thefe united colonies. 

Refolved, that all fhips and other 
vefTels, their tackle, apparel, and fur- 
niture, and all goods, wares, and 
merchandizes, belonging to any in- 
habitant or inhabitants of Great Bri- 
tain, taken on the high feas, or be- 
tween high and low water mark, by 
any armed veflel fitted out by any pri- 
vate perfon or perfons, and to whom 
commhTions fhall be granted, and 
being libelled and profecuted in any 
court eretted for the trial of maritime 
afFairs in any of thefe colonies,, fhall 
be deemed and adjudged to be lawful 
prizes, and after deducting and paying 
the wages of the feamen and mari- 
ners, on board of fuch captures as are 
merchants fhips and vefTels, fhall be 
entitled to according to the terms 
of their contrails ujitil the time of 
the adjudication, fhall be condemned 
to and for the ufe of the owner or 
owners, and the officers, marines and 
mariners of fuch armed vefTel, accor-* 
ding to fuch rules and; proportions as 
they fhall agree on. Provided always 
that this refolution fhall not extend, 
or be conftrued to extend, to any vef- 
iel bringing fettlers, arms, ammuni- 
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tion, of warlike Gores, to and for tfrtf 
ufe of thefe colonies, or arty of the in- 
habitants thereof, who are friends to 
the American caufe, or to fuch war- 
like ftores, or to the effects of fucji 
fettlers. 

Refolved, that all mips or vefTels,* 
with their tackle, apparel, and fur* 
niture, goods, wares, and merchan- 
dizes*, belonging to any inhabitant 
of Great Britain, as aforefaid, which 
fhall be taken by any of the VefTels 
of war of thefe united Colonies, fhall 
be deemed forfeited, one third, after 
deducting and paying the wages of 
feamen and mariners, as aforefaid, to 
the officers and men on board, and two 
thirds to the ufe of the united co- 
lonies. 

Refolved, That all fhips or vefTels, 
with their tackle, apparel, and fur- 
niture, goods, wares, merchandizes, 
belonging to any inhabitant of Great 
Britain, as aforefaid, which fhall be 
taken by any vefTels of war fitted out 
by and at the expence of any of the 
united colonies, fhall be deemed, for- 
feited, and divided, after deducting 
and paying the wages of feamen and 
mariners as aforefaid, in fuch manner 
and proportion as the affembly or con- 
vention of fuch colony fhall dired. 

Refolved, That all vefTels, their 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and 
cargoes belonging to inhabitants of 
Great Britain, as aforefaid, and all 
vefTels which may be employed in car- 
rying fuppliestothe miniiterial armies, 
which fhall happen to be taken near 
the fhores of any of "thefe colonies, by 
the people of the country or detach- 
ments from the army, fhall be deemed 
lawful prize, and the Court of Admi- 
ralty within the faid colony is re- 
quired, on condemnation thereof, to 
adjudge, that all charges and expences 
which may attend the capture and 
trial be firft paid out of the monies 
arifing from the fales of the prize, 
and the remainder equally divided 
among all thofc who fhall have been 
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actually engaged and employed in 
taking the {aid prize : Provided, that, 
where any detachments of the army 
ihall have been employed as afore- 
faid, their part of the prize-money 
ihall be diftxibuted among them in 
proportion to the pay of the officers 
and foldiers fo employed. 

Extract from the minutes, 
CHARLES THOMSON, Sec. 

Philadelphia, April 8, 1776, In 
Congrefs, March 6, Refolved, that any 
goods, wares, and merchandizes ex- 
cept ftaves, and empty cafks, other 
than fhaken or knocked down caiks 
for molafles, may be exported from 
the Thirteen United Colonies, by the 
inhabitants thereof, and by the* people 
of all fuch countries as are not fubject 
to the King of Great Britain, to any 
parts of the world, which are not un- 
der the dominion of the faid King ; 
provided that no veflel be permitted 
to export any greater number of fhaken 
or knocked down molafles cafics, than 
the fame veflel is capable of carrying 
when they mall be filled with molafles. 

* Refolved, That any goods, wares, 
and merchandizes, except fuch as are of 
the growth, production, and manu- 
facture of, or brought from, any coun- 
try uuder the dominion of the King 
of Great Britain, and except Ealt-In- 
dia tea, may be imported from any 
other parts of the world, to the Thir- 
teen United Colonies, by the inha- 
bitants thereof, and by the people of 
all fuch countries as are not fubject to 
the faid King, liable however to all 
fuch duties and impofmons as now 
are or may hereafter be laid by any 
of the faid Colonies. 

* Refolved, That nothing herein 
contained mall be underitood to pre- 
vent fuch future commercial regula- 
tions a* mall be thought juft and ne- 
ceflaiy by thefe United Colonies or 
their refpective legislatures. 

* Refolved, That no flaves be im- 
ported into any of the Thirteen Unit- 
ed Colonies. 



) 

* Refolved,That all goods, wares, an \ 
merchandizes, except fuch as are made 
prize of. which fhall be imported di- 
jectly, or indirectly from Great Bri- 
tain or Ireland, into any of thefe 
United Colonies, contrary to the re- 
gulations eftablifhed by Congrefs, 
{hall be forfeited, and difpofed of a- 
greeable to fuch rules as fhall be maie 
by the feveral aflembiies or conven- 
tions, and fhall be liable to profecu- 
tion and condemnation in any court 
erected, or to be erected, for the de- 
termination of maritime affairs in the 
colony where thr feizure fhall be made* 
By order of the Congrefs, 

John Hancock, PrefidenU 
Convention, in Virginia. 

Pufolvcd unanimoufly, that this 
Convention do highly approve of 
Col. Woodford's conduct, nunifefiei 
as well in the fuccefs of the troops 
under his command, as in the humane 
treatment of, and kind attention to, 
the unfortunate, though brave officer* 
and foldiers, who were made prifon- 
efs in the late action near the Great 
Bridge, and that the prefident com- 
municate to Col. Woodford the feiie 
of his country on this oc afion. 

Whereas Lord Dunmcre, by his 
proclamation, dated on board the Ship 
William, the 7th day of November 
1775, hath prefumed, in direct vio- 
lation of the conftitution, and thejaws 
of tlu3 country, to declare martial 
law in force, and to be executed 
throughout this colony, whereby our 
lives, our liberty, and our property, 
are arbitrarily fubjected to his power 
and direction : and whereas the faid 
Lord Dunmore, afTuming powerj 
which the King himfelf cannot exer- 
cife, to intimidate the good people of 
this Colony into a compliance with 
his arbitrary will, hath declared thofe 
who do not immediately repair to hia 
ftandard, and fubmit in all things to 
a government not warranted by the 
conftitution, Co be in actual rebellion, 

an4 
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and thereby to have incurred the* pe- 
nalties inflicted by the laws for rich 
offences ; and hath offered freedom td 
the fervants and flaves of thofe-he is 
^leafed to term rebels, arming them 
againft their raafters, and deftroying 
the peace and happinefs of his Ma- 
jefty's g 00 ^ am * Aithful fubjecls, 
whofe property is rendered infecure, 
and whofe lives are expofed to the 
dangers of a general infurre&ion : We, 
as guardians- of the Hves and liberty 
of the people, our cpnftituents, con- 
ceived it to be indifpenfabiy our duty 
to pro;e& them againft every fpecies 
of d< (potafm, and to endeavour to re- 
move thofe fears, with which they are 
fojuftiy alarmed. 

If it were poffible the underftand- 
i»gs of men could be fo blinded, that 
avery gleam of reafon might be loit, 
the hope, his lordflup fays, he hath 
«ver entertained of an accommodation . 
between GreatBritain and this colony, 
might now pafs unnoticed ; but truth, 
juftice, and common fenfe, muft ever 
prevail, when fa&s can be appealed 
to in their fupport. It is the peculiar 
happinefs of this colony, that his 
,k>rdftup can be traced as the fource 
*f innumerable evils, and one of the 
principal caufcs of the misfortunes, 
wilder which we now labour* A par- 
ticular detail of his conduct, fince his 
arrival in this colony, can be confi- 
dered only as a repetition, it having 
been already folly publifhed to the 
world by the proceedings of the Ge- 
Beraf aJlembly, and a former Con- 
vention ; but the unremitting vio- 
lence, with which his lordihip endea- 
vours to involve this country in the 
moft dreadful calamities, certainly af- 
fords new matter for the attention of 
die public, and will remove every 
imputation of ingratitude to his lord- 
ftiip, or of iiijimicc to his character. 
>liii lordflup is pleafed to afcribe the 
unworthy fteps he hath taken agamft 
this colony toa neceflity anfing^om 
thetonduft of its inhabitants, whom 
he hath conhdered in a rebellious itate, 



but who know nothing of rebellion, ex* 
cept the name. Ever zealous in fupport 
of tyranny, he .hath broken the bonds 
of fociety, and" trampled juftice under* 
his feet. Had his tordmip been de- 
firous of affefting an accorn-modatiort 
of thefe difputes, he hath had the 
moft ample occafion of exerting botb 
his intereft and abilities j but that he 
never had in view any futh &Iutary 
end, meft evidently appears from the 
whole tenor of his conduft* The* 
fuppofed tfefign of the Canada bill 
having been to draw down upon us 
a merdlefs and favage enemy, the 
prefent manoeuvres amongft the Ro- 
man Catholics irt Ireland, and the 
fchemes concerted with Doctor Con- 
nelly, and other vile inftruments of 
tyranny which have appeared by the* 
examination of the faid Connelly, juf- 
tify the fuppofltion, and moft fully 
evince his lordfhip's inimical and cruel 
difpofition towards us, and v can bell 
determine whether we have been 
wrong in preparing to refift, even by 
arms, that fyftem of tyranny adopt-* 
ed by the miniftry and parliament of 
Great-Britain, of which he is "be- 
come the rigid executioner in this 
Colony. The many depredations com- 
mitted alfo upon the inhabitants of 
this colony, by the tenders and other 1 
armed vefTels employed by his lord- 
fhipfor fuch purpofes; the pilfering 
and plundering the property of th* 
people, and the aftual feduftlon and 
fcizure of their flaves, were truly a- 
larming in their effects, and called 
aloud for juftice and refittance. The 
perfons of many o/ our peaceable bre- 
thren have been feized and dragged 
to confinement, contrary to the prin- 
ciples of liberty, and the conftitutiorr 
ofour country: yet have we borne: 
this injurious treatment witrt^ unex- 
ampled patience, unwilling to Jhed 
the blood of our rellow-fubje&s ; who, 
profecuting the meafures of a; BritHh 
Parliament, wouM- ftewfice oar Hvei 
and property to a relentlefs furyantP 
unabating avarice. If a governor car* 
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fee authorized, eveii by Ntajefty itfelf", 
$o annul the laws of the land, and to 
introduce the moft execrable of all 
fyftems, die law martial ; if, by his 
fingle fiat, he can ftsip us of our pro- 
perty, can give freedom to our fer- 
vants and naves, and arm them for 
our deft ruction, let us bid adieu to 
-pvery thing valuable in life ; let us 
at once bend our necks to the galling 
yoke, and hug the chains prepared for 
bs and our lateft posterity ! 

It is with inexpreffible concern we 
reflect upon the diftreffed fituation of 
fame of our unhappy countrymen, who 
jiad thought themfelves too immedi- 
ately within the power of Lord Dun- 
more, and have been induced thereby 
to remain inactive. We lament -the 
advantage he hath taken of their fi- 
tuation, and at prefent impute their 
inactivity in the caufe of freedom and 
the conftitution, not to any defection 
or want of zeal, but to their defence- 
lefs ftate ; and whilft we endeavour to 
afford them fuccour, and to fupport 
their rights, we expect, they will con- 
tribute every thing in their power to 
effect their deliverance : yet if any of 
onr people, in violation of their faith 
phghced to this colony, and the duty 
they' owe to focietyj fhall be found 
in arms, or continue to give aifilfcmce 
to our enemies, we (hall think our- 
felves juftified, by the neceflity we are 
under, in executing upon them the law 
of retaliation. 

Imprefled with a juft and ardent 
^eal for the welfare and happinefs of 
our countrymen, we truft they will, 
on their part, exert themfelves in de- 
fence of our common caufe, and that 
we fhall all acquit ourfelves like free- 
men, being compelled, by a difagree- 
able, but abfolute neceulty, of repel- 
ling force by force, to maintain our 
Joft rights and priv : leges ; and we 
appeal to God, who is the fbvereign 
difpofer of all events, forthcjuftice 
pf our caufe, truIHrtg to his uner- 
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ring wlfdom to direct our councils, 
and give fuccefs to our arms. 

Whereas Lord Dunmore, hy his 
proclamation, dated on board the Ship 
William, off Norfolk, the 7th day of 
November 1775, hath offered free* 
donvto f*»ch able-bodied flaves as arc 
willing to join him, and take up arms 
agaiaft the good people of this colony, 
giving thereby encouragement to a 
general infurrection, which may in- 
duce a neceflity of inflicting the fe- 
vereft punifhmenu upon thole unhaj>- 
py people already delude4 by his bafe 
and infidious arts ; and whereas, by 
an ad of the General Afferably now 
in force in this colony, it is enacted, 
that all negro or other flaves, con- 
fpiring to rebel or make infurrectioa, 
(hall wffer death, and be excluded all 
benefit of clergy : We think it pro- 
per to declare, that all flaves win 
have been, or fhall be fcducecj, by his 
lerdihip's proclamation, or other am # 
to defert their mailer's fervice, and 
take up arms again ft the inhabitants 
of this colony, mall be liable to fudi 
punimment as fhall hereafter be di- 
rected by the Convention. And to 
the end that all fuch, who have taken 
this unlawful and wicked ftep, may 
return in fafety to their duty, and 
efcape the punishment due to their 
crimes, we hereby promife pardon to 
them, they furrendering themfelves 
to Col. William Woodford, or any 
other commander of our troops, an4 
not appearing in arms after the publi- 
cation hereof And we do further 
oarneftly recommend it to all humane 
and benevolent perfons in this colony, 
to explain and make known this ou* 
offer of mercy to thofe unfortunate 
people. l 

And whereas, notwithstanding the 
favourable and kind difpofitions ihcvvn 
by the Convention and the natives of 
this colony, and the extraordinary 
and unexampled indulgence by them 

held 
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held out to the natives 

Britain, reftding in this colony (the 
Scotch who gave themfelves this tide 
in their petition) many of thefe have 
lately become ftrici adherents to the 
Lord Dunmore and the moft active 
promoters of all his cruel and arbi- 
trary perfections of the good people 
of this colony, not only by violating 
the Continental Anociation, to which 
they had folemnly fubfcribed, in many 
the moft flagrant inftances, not merely 
by giving intelligence to our enemies, 
and furnifhing the\n with provisions, 
ibut by propagating, as well in Great- 
Britain as in this colony, many of the 
moft mifchievous falfhoods, to the 
great prejudice and difhonour of this 
country: And moreover, many of 
thefe natives of Great-Britain, in- 
fcead of giving their afliftance in fup- 
preffing infurredtions, have, contrary 
to all faith, folemnly plighted in their 
petition, excited our flaves to rebel- 
lion, and fome of them have daringly 
fcad thofe flaves in arms againft our 
inhabitants ; the committee having 
thefe things in full proof, and eon- 
lidering their alarming and dangerous 
tendency, do give it as their opinion, 
and it is. accordingly rcfolved, that 
the former resolution in their favour 
ought from henceforth to be totally 
abrogated and refcinded ; that none 
of the freemen, inhabitants or this 
country, wherever born, ought to be 
exempted from any of the burthens or 
dangers to which the colony is ex- 
pofed; but that, as good citizens, 
it is incumbent on them to ufe every 
exertion of their power and abilities 
in the common defence ; and mould 
any perfons of ability decline or 
fhrink from fo necefiary a duty to 
the community, that all fuch, except, 
thofe who have taken up arms againft 
our inhabitants, or Ihewn themfelves 
to us, may be permitted, under a 
licence of the Committee of Safety, 
to leav^ the country. 
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of Great- J Co p y e f t % e 6 ^ extorted from tb* 

people of Norfolk and Princefs Anne 9 

by Lord Dunmore. 

* We the inhabitants of being 

fully fenfible of the errors and guilt 
into which this colony hath been mif- 
led, under colour of feeking redrefs of 
grievances, and that a fet of factious 
men filling themfelves committees, 
conventions, and congrenes, have vio- 
lently, and under various pretences, 
ufurped the legiflative and executive 
powers of government, and are there- 
by endeavouring to overturn our moft 
happy conftitution, and have incurred 
the guilt of actual rebellion againft our 
moft gracious fovereign : We have 
therefore taken an oath abjuring their 
authority, and folemnly promifing, 
in the prefence of Almighty God, to 
bear faith and true allegiance to his 
facred Majefty George the Third ; and 
that we will, to the utmoft of our 
power and ability, fupport, maintain, 
and defend, his crown and dignity, 
againft all traitercus attempts and 
confpiracies whatfoever. And where- 
as armed bodies of men are collected 
in various parts of this colony, with- 
out any legal authority, we wifh them 
to be informed, that however unwil- 
ling we fhould be to Died the blood 
of our countrymen, we muft, in dif- 
charge of our duty to God and the 
King, and in fupport of the conftitu- 
tion and'laws of our country, oppofe 
thcir,marching into this county, where 
their coming can anfwer no good end, 
but, on the contrary, muft expofe us 
to the ravages and horrors of a civil 
war ; and, for that purpofe, we are 
determined to take advantage of our 
happy fituation, and will defend the 
pafTes into our country, and neigh- 
bourhood, to the laft drop of our 
blood. 

One of Lord Dunmore's tenders 
went to a place called Mulberry- 
Jfland, in Warwick county, and land- 
ed her men, who went to Mr. Ben, 

jamin 
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amin Wells's houfe, with their faces 
blacked like negroes, whofe compa- 
nions they are, and robbed the houfe 
of all the. furniture, four negroes, a 
watch* and flock-buckle. The in- 
human wretches even took the bed on 
which lay two fick infants. 
In Provincial Congrefs, Cbarkftvwn, 
March 1 6. 

* Refolved, ift, That any perfon 
In the different provinces, who has 
arms, ammunition, or other articles 
neceflary for our defence* to difpofe 
of, or ftiall import any of thofe ar- 
ticles for {ale, and mall not, after 
the publication of thefe refolution* in- 
form the chairman, or deputy chair- 
man of this Congrefs, of" the quantity 
or quality of the fame, he fhall be 
held up tb the public as an enemy to 
this country. 

* Refolved, 2d, That any perfon 
who fhall, during die unhappy conteft 
with our parent ftate, difpofe of any 
arms, ammunition, or other articles 
aforefaid, to any perfon knowing, or 
having reafon to believe they are to 
be nfed againft thofe liberties, he fhall 
be held up as an enemy to this coun • 
try : which was unanimously agreed 
to. 

ExtraB of a Utter from Charleji&wn, 
South Carolina , March 18. 
€ The Provincial Congrefs having 
received an intimation, that certain 
perfons* have bought up, and others 
are now buying India corn, with a 
defign to take advantage of the times, 
they yeflerday agreed to the following 
refolutions, viz. 

* Refolved, That fuch engroffing 
is intolerable, and ought not to be 
fuffered at this prefent juncture* 

* Refolved, That fuch perfons as 
may have bought India corn, ought 
potto fell ic at an advanced price, and 
that proper information ought imme- 
diately to be laid before the Congrefs 
or General Committee. 

* The Congrefs have prohibited 
the exportation of corn and rice for 
fix months ; and have refolved to 
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have public granaries forthwith, la 
order to lay up a proper quantity of 
flour and rice for public ufe, and have 
appointed commiffioners to fee that 
bufinefs be carried into immediate 
execution.* 

ExtraB of a letter, dated North-Cart* 
Una, March 10, 1 776. 
* With very great pleafure I ac* 
knowledge the receipt of your oblig- 
ing favour ; and my happinefs in writ- 
ing to you is encreafed by the imme- 
diate defeat of thofe difturbers of go- 
vernment called Highlanders and re- 
gulators who had embodied themfelves 
to a great number, and were within 
20 miles of Wilmington. It is incon* 
ceivable to imagine what joy this e- 
vent has diffuled through this pro- 
vince ; the importance of which is 
heightened by Clinton and Lord Wil-, 
liam Campbell's being now in Cape 
Fear, in fanguine expectation of being 
joined by the above defeated and 
routed fellows, and with a determined 
refolution of attacking the weakeft 
part of America, the which, I pre- 
fume, they fuppofed North-Carolina 
to be. But how amazingly mortified 
mail they prove, in finding that tlus 
went, poor, and infignificant Caro- 
lina, in lets than 15 days, could turn 
out more than 1 0,000 independent 
gentlemen volunteers, and within that 
time to purfue them to the very fcene 
©fiction* Since I wa$ born I never 
heard of fo univerfal. an ardour for 
%hting prevailing, and fo perfect a 
union among all degrees of men. 
This will enable his generalfhip Clin* 
ton to give his mafter and the minii- 
try a juft account of the weaknefs of 
the fbuthern colonies, how liable they 
are to be fubdued, and what very 
fmall numbers will be fufficient for 
that purp fe. It is moft faeartiiv 
wifhed that his Lordfhip Campbell, 
Clinton,' and Martin, would think it 
worth their while to land at Cape 
Fear, before the difperfion of the 
forces, and it is not doubted but, in 
that cafe, a very handfome account 
K would 
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>oald be given of them by the defeat 
bf the formidable triumvirate. 

/ You will rejoice With me in find- 
ing all the machinations of our go- 
vernor brought to nought. He has 
been mod indefatigable in his endea- 
vours to bring updtt this province 
every fpecies of calamity, by fecretly 
fpiriting up our internal foes, mifre- 
prcfehtmg ourweakneTs, and foliciting 
forces to deflroy us, Which, however, 
I j hope will be entirely- out of his 
power, as I think the province will 
find ought to call for hoftages from 
the regulators and Highlanders, to be 
fafcly'kept in fome other province, 
beyond the pbfltbility of a refcue, 
during the prefent Commotions.' 
jfncthcr letter from the fame Province. 
* Parties of men are difperfed all 
over the colony, apprehending fuf- 
peeletl perfons/and difarming all the 
Highlanders and Regulators that 
were put to the rout in the' late 
battle. The conquerors have already 
taken 350 guns and -foot bags, about 
l5ofwords and dirks, 1500 excellent 
' titles, two' medicine chefts, frefti from 
England, one of them valued at 300!. 
fterling ; a box containing half joan- 
neffes and guineas feCreted in a liable 
at Crofs Creek, discovered by a ne- 
gro, and reported to be worth 15C00I. 
fterling, alio thirteen waggons, with 
complete fets of fcorfes. 850 common* 
foldiers were made prifoners, difarmed 
and diicharged. Col. Long has alfo 
apprehended feveral of their officers, 
who are now in Halifax goal, viz. 
Col. John Piles, Major Thomas Col- 
lins, Captain David Jackfon, Enoch 
Bradby, John Piles, and Thomas 
Readiord, Lieutenant Stephen Parker 
and Daniel M'Donald, the latter 
wounded through the thigh ; Enfign 
Dunning and Dr. Robertion. There 
arc in the fame goal four perfons of 
the name of Field, one Turner and 
three Bells, a midfhipman and a quar- 
ter gunner of the Scorpion ; likewife 
.one Kingfborough M'Donald, Mr. 
Rutherford, Hc&orM'Nealand Alex- 
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anderM'Dohrid> Csrptafos Mbrfifcfi, 
M'Kehfie, Urfe. Legate, Croft, F*u> 
Tons, M'Coy, Mu e, Mrchefon, M*-- 
Carter, and Adjutant Frazer; Lie*- 
tenahts M'lver and Hews, Carrieim, 
DonaW {tews, Donald Cameron, and 
fundry other Liefctenattts and Enfigns, 
whbfe names we have not ah atxoirhfc 
of; Kennett McDonald, Aid xle 
Camp ; James liepbum, Secretary ; 
Parfdn Beattte, and Dr. WornfoA, 
Commiflary. <5en. M*?>ohaid; and 
Brigadier Gen. M'Oeod (the latter 
of whom was killed, and the Other 
rafcen prifoner,) i fdt out at fhe head x$f 
this banditti with the avowed inten- 
tion of carrying Governor Martin to 
the interior }>art <if the province, 
Thefe two officers paifed through! 
Newbera a few months ago, where 
they took a folemn oath, before the 
committee, that their bufmefs in that 
province was only to fee their friends, 
and relations. 

It is an undoubted fatt, that be- 
tween 8 and 90001b. of gun-powder is 
juft brought into this colony from one 
of the French iflands, with a number 
of field-pieces, four and fix pounders, 
fome muf^nets, *c. Several French-* 
gentlemen likewife came in the vef- 
fcl, one of whom* Shortly after their 
arrival, fet out for Philrrdelphia. 
Extratl of a letter from Brigadier Ge- 
neral James Moore, in the Continental 
fcrvice, to the Honourable Cornelius 
Harnety Efy\ Prefident of the Pro- 
vincial Council, North-Carolina, , 
dated Wilmington^ March 2, 1776. 
* On the earlieft intelligence that 
the tories were collecting and embo- 
dying at Crofs Creek, which I re- 
ceived on the 9th Of February, I pro- 
ceeded to take pofTeffion of Rockfim- 
bridge,. within feven miles of Croft . 
Creek, which I confidered as an im- 
portant pod. This I effected on the* 
15th, with my own regiment, five 
pieces of artillery, and a part of the 
B I ad on militia ; but as our numbers 
were* by no means equal to that of 
the tories, I thought it moft advifeabfe 

to 
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to Intrench and fortify that pafs, and majnder of our army to 
By the 19th 



wait for a reinforcement, 
I was joined bv Col. Lillington with 
1 50 of the Wilmington minute-men, 
Colonel Kenon with 200 of the Du- 
plin militia, and Col. Afh with about 
100 of the volunteer independent 
rangers, making our number tnen in 
the whole about 11 00; and from 
the beftinforrnation I was able to pro- 
cure, the tory army, under command 
of General M'DonaW, amounted to 
about 14 or 1^00. On the 20th 
they marched within four miles orus, 
and fent in, by a flag of truce, the 
Gqyernor's proclamation, a manifefto 
and lttter from the General, copies 
of which, together with another let- 
ter, and my anfwer, you have, in- 
clpfed. I then waited only until Col. 
^fartin and Col. Thackfton, who I 
had certain intelligence were on their, 
march, fhould get near enough to cut 
off their retreat, and determined to 
avail myfelf of the firfl favourable op- 
portunity of attacking them. How- 
ever, contrary to my expectations, I 
learnt on the 21ft that they had, the 
night before,' and that night, crofTed 
theN. Weft river, at Campbelltown, 
with their whole army* funk apd des- 
troyed all the boats, and taken their 
route the moil direct way to Negro 
Head Point; I then difpatched an 
exprefs to Gol. Cafwell, who was on 
his march to join us with about 800 
jnen, and directed him to return and 
take pofTefTiQn of Corbert's ferry over 
Black River* and by every means in 
his power to obstruct, harrafs, and 
diftrefs them in their march ; at the 
fame time I directed Colonel Martin 
and Colonel Thackfton to take pof- 
feffion of Crofs Creek, in order to 
prevent their return that way. Col. 
LiUington and Col. Am I ordered, by 
a forced march, to endeavour, if pof- 
iible, to reinforce Col. Cafwell ; tut 
. if that could not be effected, to take 
poiTeilion of Moore's Creek Bridge, 
whilft I proceeded back with the re- 



crofs. the 
North Weft Elizabeth Town, fb as 
either to meet them on their way to 
Corbert's ferry, or Call in their rear 
and furround theirj there, Oi> thf 
twenty-third I crofTed the river at 
Elizabeth Town, where I was com*- 
pelled to wait for a fupply of pro- 
vifions till the 24th .at night, having 
learnt that Colonel Cafwell was al- 
moft entirely without. Juft when I 
was prepared to march, I received an 
exprefs, from Cornel Cafwell, inform- 
ing that the tones had raifed a flat, 
wjiich had been funk in Black River, 
about five miles afcove him, and by 
erecting a bridge, had pafTed it with 
their whole army. I then determined, 
as the laft expedient, to proceed im- 
mediately in boats down the Nortl* 
Weft river, to Dollifbn's landing, 
about fixty miles, and take poffeflioa 
of Moore's Creek Bridge, about ten 
miles from them, at the fame time. 
acquainting Colonel Cafwell of my 
intentions, and recommending to him 
to retreat to Moore's Creek; Bridge, if 
ppffible, but if not, to follow on in, 
their; rear. The next day by four 
o'clock we arrived at Dollifon's land- 
ing, but we could not poffibly march 
that night for want of horfes for the 
artillery ; I djfpa;ched an exprefs to 
Moore's Creek Bridge, to learn the 
fituation of affairs tiiere, and was in- 
formed that Col. Lillington, who had 
the day before taken his ftand at the 
bridge, was that afternoon reinforced 
by Colpnel Cafwell, and that they 
had raifed a fmall breaftwork, and, 
deftroyed a part of the Bridge. 

* The next morning, the 27th, at. 
break of day, an alarm gun was 
fired, immediately after which, fcarce- 
ly leaving our people a moment to 
prepare, the tory army, with Captain 
M'Cleod at, their head, made their 
attack on Col. Cafwell and Col. Lil- ' 
lingtpn, and findinga fmall intrench* 
ment next th$ bridge, on, our fide 
empty, concluded that our people 
£ Z had 
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,fcad abandoned thek poft, and in the 
moft furious manner advanced within 
thirty paces of our breaiUwork and 
artillery, where they met a very pro- 
per reception* Captain M'Cleod and 
Captain Campbell fell within a few 
paces of the brcaft-work, the former 
of whom received upwards of twenty 
balls through his body ; and in a very 
few minutes their whole army was put 
to flight, and moft fhamefufly afcaji- 
.cjoned their Genera^ who was next 
ixy taken prifoner. The lofcofthe 
#nemy in this a&ion, from the beft 
accounts we have been able to learn, 
is about thirty killed and wounded ; 
but a* numbers of them muft have 
fallen into the creek, befides many 
more that were carried off, I fuppofe 
their lofs may be eftimated at about 
feventy. We had only two wounded, 
One of which died to-day. This, Sir, 
X have £he pleafure to inform you, has 
happily terminated a very dangerous 
Infurre&ioni and*wili, J truft, put an 
effectual check to* toryifm in this 
country. 

f The Situation of affair^ a^t this 
place'made it neceflary for me to re- 
turn here, which, at' the fpeciai re- 
queft of the committee, I did laft 
night, with my regiment. The large 
i equifitions made by the men of war, 
who now lie juft before the town, 

fave the inhabitants reafon to appre- 
end every thing that could be fuf- 
fered from their disappointed ven- 
geance, hdweVer, the committee have 
fpirftedly determined rather to fuffer 
. the worft of human evils thauj afford 
them any Supplies at all, and' I have 
no doubt we (hall be able to prevent 
them from doing any great injury. 

'* Iri order to feffen as much as 
poffible the expence incurred by'this 
expedition, I fome time ago directed 
Col. Martin 'to difband all the troops 
under his continand, except 1000, in- 
cluding the regulars, and with thofe 
to fecurethe perfons and eilates of the 
iafurgents, fubject to your farther or- 
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ders, and then to proceed to thia 
place, unlefsotherwifc directed. How T 
ever, as I do not think the fervice juft 
now requires fuch a. number of men in 
arms, I fliall immediately direct him 
to i difband all except the regulars, and 
with thofe to remain in and about 
Crofs Creek until further orders.* 
Extract of a "later from Cdonel Rich- 
ard Cafwell, late a Delegate for tb$ 
frwinee of Worth Carolina, in tht 
Continental Congrefs, and now Com- 
tna*(kr of a body of troops in that 
pronmct»Jo the Hon Cornelius Har- 
nett, Efq\ Prcfident of the Provincial 
Council of North Carolina, dated 
from bis camp at Long Creek, Feh m 
29, 1776. 

* Sir, 
* I have the pleafure to acquaint 
you that we had an engagement with 
the tories, at Widow Moore's Creek 
Bridge, on the 27th current. Our 
army was about one thoufand frrong, 
confifting of the Newbern battalion of 
minute-men, the militia from Craven, 
Johnfton, Dobbs, and Wake, and a 
detachment of the Wilmington batta- 
lion of minute men, which we found 
encamped at Moore's Creek, the 
night before the battle, under the 
command of Col. Lillington. The 
tones by common report were three 
^houfand, but General M'DonakJ, 
whom w£ have a prifoner, fays there 
were about fifteen or iixteen hundred j 
he was unwell that day, and not in 
the battle. Captain M'Cleod, who 
feerned to be the principal command- 
er, and Captain 'John Campbell are . 
among the' flab. The number kil- 
led and mortally wounded, from the 
beft accouhb I was able to collect, 
was about thirty, moft of them were 
fhot on their paffing the bridge. Se~* 
veral had fallen in the water, fome 
of whpjn, I am pretty certain, had not 
rifen yefterday evening, when I left 
the camp ; fuch prifoaers as we have 
made, fay "there were at Ieaft fifty of 
their men miffing. The tories were 

*' totally 
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put to the rout, and will certainly 
difperfe. Colonel Moore arrived at 
our camp a few hours after the en- 
gagement was over ; his, troops came 
tip that evening, and are now en- 
camped on the ground where the 
battle was fought ; and Col. Martin 
is at or near Crofs Creek , with a large 
body of men ; thofe, I prefume, will 
be fufficient effectually to put a flop 
to any attempt to embody them again. 
I therefore, with Colonel Moore's con- 
feat, am returning to Newbern, with 
the troops under my command, where 
I hope to receive ypuf orders to dif- 
mifs them. There I intend carrying 
the General. If the council fhould 
rife before my arrival, be pleafed to 
give orders in what manner he fhall 
bedhpofed of. Our officers and men 
behaved with the fpirit and intrepidi- 
ty &ecoming freemen, contending for 
their deareuprivileees. 
A letter from Donald M'Donald, Efq; 
lately created Brigadier-General in 
the Tory army, ly Governor Martin, 
(0 Brigadier-General Moore* 

< Sir, 
' I herewith fend the bearer, Do- 
nald Morrifbii, by advice of the com- 
miiEoners appointed by his Excellency 
Jofiah Martin, and in behalf of the 
army now under my command, to 
propofe terms to you as friends and 
countrymen. I muft fuppofe you un- 
acquainted with the Governor's pro- 
clamation, commanding all his Mai 
jelly's loyal fubjecls to repair to the 
Ring's Royal Standard, eKe I fhould 
have imagined you would ere this 
have joined the King's army, now 
engaged in his Majefty's fervice. I 
have therefore thought proper to inti- 
mate to you, that in cafe you do not, 
by twelve o'clock to-morrow, join the. 
Royal Standard, I mud certainly con* 
fider you as enemies, and take the 
neceilary fleps for the fupporf of legal 
authority. 
* I btrg leave %o remind you of his 
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Majefty's fpeech to his parliament* 
wherein he offers to receive the milled 
with tenderuefs and mercy, from mo- 
tives of humanitv. I again beg of 
you to accept the profferred clemency. 
I make no doubt bat you will fhew 
the gentleman fent on this menage^ 
every poffible civility ; and you may 
depend, in return, that all your offi- 
cers and men, which may fall into 
our hands, fhall be treated -with an 
equal degree of refpeft. I have the 
honour to be, in behalf of the army, 
Sir, Your moll obedient humble fer- 
vant, 

DON. M'DONALD. 
Head-Quarters, Feb. 1 9, 1 776. 

tjis Excellency's proclamation ta 
1 herewith enclofcd. 
To the Commanding Officer 
atRock-fifli. 
Brigadier-General Moore's anfwer, 
4 Sir, 

« Yours of this day I have received . 
in anfwer to which I muft inform you, 
that the terms which you are pleafei 
to fay in behalf of the army under 
command, are offered to us as friends 
and countrymen, are fuch as neither 1 
my duty or inclinations will permit 
me to accept, and which, I muft pre* 
fume you are too much of an officer 
to expedl of me. You were very right 
when you fuppofed me unacquainted 
with the Governor's proclamation, 
but as the terms therein propofed are 
fuch as I hold incompatible with the 
freedom of Americans, it can be no 
rule of conduct for roe. However, 
fhould I not hear farther from you 
before twelve o'clock to-morrow, by 
which time I fhall have an opportunity 
of confulting my officers here, and 
perhaps Col. Martin, who is in the 
neighbourhood of Crofs Creek,, you 
may exj>e& a more particular anfwer ; 
mean time you may be allured, tliat 
the feelings of humanity will induce 
me to fhew that civility to fuch of your 
people as may fall into our hand*, as 

I 
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J am ctefctos fh*»14 W ftbfcrved to- 
wards tbofe clours, wKe may be un- 
fortunate enough to f«U into yours. , 
J am, Sir, 
Your »Wt obedient, 
And very hwmM* fervant, 
JAMES MOORE. 
Camp at Recjcfifh, Feb. 19, 1776. 
From Brjgtfier-GtlffQl Moon, to £ri-> 
g#<iiar-Gmtrd M'Donald* 
'Sir, 
* f Agreeable to my prpmife ofyef- 
ferday, I have confolted the officer* 
under my command refteftipf your 
letter, and am happy in Ending fhem 
ynaniraoui in opinion with me. We 
<onfider qunfelves engaged in a cau/f 
j}ie mpft glorious and honourable in 
the world, the defence of the liberties 
of mankind, in fupport of which we 
are determined to hazard every thing 
deajr apd valuable ; and in tenderneJs 
to the deluded people under your com- 
mand, permit me. Sir, through you 
to inform them, before it is too late, 
of the dangerous and deftriielive pre- 
cipice on which they Aand, and t;o re- 
mind (hem of the ungrateful return 
they are abr ut to make for their fa- 
vourable reception in this country. If 
this 19 set ty&cieat to recall them to 
the d*Jty wbkh they owe to themfelves 
an4 their pofterity, inform them that 
they are engaged in a caufe in which 
tjiey cannot fucce«d, as not only the 
wbple force of this country, but that 
^f pur neighbouring provinces, is ex- 
erting and new a&ualiy in notion to 
ijippref* them, and which muft end 
in their vtKr deftniftion. Ddlrous, 
however, flf avoiding the effufion of 
human WpoJ, I hawe thought proper 
tp fenji you a copy of the teft recom- 
mended by the Continental Cougrefs, 
which if they will yet fubicribe and 
laj Awn &ek anms, by twelve o'clock 
tp-morjrow, we are willing to receive 
them as friends and countrymen. 
Should this offer be rejected, I (hall 
confer thorn as enemies to the con- 
stitutional liberties of America, and 
treat them accordingly. 
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I cajuiot conclude without remind- 
ing you, Sir, of the oath which you 
and &me of your officers took at 
Newbern, on yoqr arrival to this coun- 
try, which I imagine you will find 
difficult to reconcile to your preient 
coadufL I have no doubt that the 
bearer, Capf. James Walker, will be 
treated with proper civility and refpe& 
in your camp. I am, Sir, your moft 
obedient and very liumble fervant* 

J. MOORE* 
Camp at Rockfifh, Jieb. 20, 1776. 
From Brigedier-Geiural M'Dmald, U 
Brigadier -Qentrcd Moore* 
< Sir, 

* I received your favour by Capt 
James Walker, and obferved your 
declared fentiments of revolt, ho&lity, 
and rebellion to the King, and f 
what I underftand to be the confuta- 
tion of this country, If I am mif- 
taken, future confequences mull de- 
termine ; but while I continue in my 
prefent fentimonts, I fhall confider 
myfelf embarked in a caufe which 
muft, in its consequences, extricate 
this country from anarchy and licen- 
tioufnefs. I cannot conceive that the 
Scotch emigrants, to whom I imagine 
you allude, can be under greater obli- 
gations to this country, than to that 
King under whofe gracious and mer- 
ciful government they alone coukj 
have been enabled to vifit this weftem 
region : and I truft, Sir, it is in the 
womb of time to fay, that they are 
not that deluded and ungrateful peo- 
ple which you would reprefent mem 
to be. As a foldier in his Majefty's 
fervice, I muft inform you, if you are 
yet to learn, that it is my duty to 
conquer, if I cannot reclaim, all thofe 
who may be hardy enough to take up 
arms againft the beft of mailers, as 
of Kings. I have the honour to be, 
in behalf of the army under my com- 
mand, Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 
DON. M'DQNALD, 
Head- Quarters, Feb. 1776. 

James Moore, Efq; North 
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North-Carotin*, March 4. 
Wihii*gbnDiJtTi8, Peter Slm6n, 

of fthode-iftend, maketn bath oh the 
Holy Evangelifts of Almighty G6d, 
that he\ was on board a vfeuel, bbund 
fh>m fcbminica to Oeracbcfc, and taken 
dfr Hatteras by the flobf) General 
Gafce George fctlbbles, mafter, arid 
brdngnt into Ca£e Fear about the 
2$& ofPebruary • that Captain Col- 
let was oh board the faid floop when 
this deponent was taken, arid was 
tftty cbmmunicatlVe with him, (hew- 
ihfe his pajfcrs and Shftfu&ibns, and 
informing What rdiite he was tb take, 
&c. That the faid CcJllet faid, he ex* 
pefted to find General Clinton here 
with 15 or 1600 men, and that the 
General was t6 be reinforced in 
April With 9000. After this juh&ion, 
they were to march to Crofs Creek 
by way of Waggamaw, and there 
jfcto General McDonald. That there 
was only a fufficient number of men 
ftr a jgarrifbn To be left at Boftoh, 
afcd that 25,006 men were to be 
landed in the Jerfies, between Phi- 
ladelphia and New-York, in flat-bot- 
ttimed boats; and 'that if they could 
rtot poflefs New- York, they were to 
deftrty it. That the Faid Collet de- 
clared, that he wotid kill man, wo- 
man, and child, referving all the young 
ladies for his private pleafures. That 
the night before laft this deponent, 
With feveral other perfons, made their 
efcape, and came up to Wilmington, 
and further faith not, 

PETER SIMON. 
Stforn Wore trie, March 9. 

WILLIAM PURVIANCfi, J. P. 

"Madrid, April 22. Several of our 
fftgaies have been lent from Acapulca 
tb make difcbveries and propagate the 
gbfpel among the Indians to the 
North of California ; in which expe- 
dition, in the month of July 1774, 
the Spaniards navigated as high upon 
the coaft as the latitude 58 d. 20 m. 
(Six degrees above Cape Clanco). 
They ' difcovered feveral good ports 
and navigable rivers upon the Weft 



) ' 

coaft of thfe great continent. In ofce 
of the large* ports they;}iave ella- 
biimed a garrifoh, and called the port 
Frefldlo oe San Carlos, and have left 
a mifiloh at every port where inha- 
bitants were to be found. The * ac- 
count mentions the Indians to be 
a docife fort of people, agreeable in 
the countenance, honeft in their traffic* 
and neat in their drefs, but at the 
fame time idolaters of the greateft de- 
gree, never before having any inter- 
course with Europeans. M. BucarelliV 
viceroy of New Spain, has received 
His Catholic Majefty's thanks for the 
difcoveries, as they were made under 
his direction, and the feveral navy 
officers upon that /ervice have been 
preferred. It is imagined that thofe 
new discoveries will be very advan- 
tageous, as the coaft abounds with, 
plenty of whales, as alfo a fifh equal 
to the Newfoundland cod> known in 
Spain by the name of bacallao. 

Madrid Gazette, pullijhei 
by authority. 
txtraS of a Utter from Gibraltar^ 
March 25. 

* Since my laft of the 14th of No- 
vember, the Hanoverian troops are 
arrived, the battalions, about 500 
men .each ; and the whole commanded 
by Col. La Mottee, an old experi- 
enced officer. Notwithstanding thofe 
troops were fo little accuftomed to 
the fea, after a long voyage every 
man landed in perfect health, not a 
fick man or woman among fuch a 
number. 

Zxtrafi of a letter from Lifbon, April 1 3 . 

* Yeftcrday fix American veifels, 
one of which mounted twenty-two 
guns, and was convoy for the others, 
failed from this port for Philadelphia, 
They were all laden with ammuni- 
tion, military (lores, &c. Each yeilel 
Had a Portuguefe on board for a Cap- 
tain, and failed under fortuguefe* co- 
lours. 

Extract of a letter from Barbados, dated 
April 13. 

* As great a hurry as I am 

in, 
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lit. u it poffiMt to let drop *y pen 
mcfotrt teaching upon the public ca- 
Stttitk? of* our country ? Indeed It Is 
not; efpecialfy when I fee myfelf 
likely to fall one of the firft vic- 
tim*, or my poor (laves rather, to the 
general {carcity of provisions. We 
art npon oar lift hogfliead of half 
rotten beans, and have no other re- 
ibcrce than to fome more than half 
rotten {hip corn, and the only corn to 
be bought in any of the towns. Is 
this the way the miniftry are to 
«ome at ccmqueft over the American 
rebels, throngh the deftrnclion ofa 
let of the molt loyal fubjecls in all the 
King's dominions ? Almoft .* 

There is not a grain of meal £>r 
fele at Nevis. 

A letter from St. Kitt's, dated 
April 20, rays, 'The Captain of a 
veflel arrived here yefterday from New 
Providence, relates, that that ifland 
was invaded by the Provincials, under 
ijie command of Commodore Hop- 
kins, in a fliip of 36 guns, and eight 
other veffels. Having landed 1000 
men at the eaft end of the ifland, 
and marched up to the cattle, which 
furrendered without much remittance, 
there having been but five cannon 
fired on them ; they took from thence 
Governor Montfcrd Brown, his fecre- 
tary, and the King's Surveyor, two 
brafs mortars of 32 inches, 18 or 
20 fmaller, 80 pieces of cannon, from 
18 to 36 pounders, and all the pow- 
der they could get 9 which was about 
18 barrels, the reft having been fent 
away privately in the night, before 
they furrendered, by an armed fchooner 
in the King's fervice. The invaders 
were near three weeks at Providence ; 
tjiey ufed no kind of violence to the 
inhabitants, nor took any private pro- 
perty without paying for it ; they 
allured Brown they would very foon 
provide another Governor for a com- 
panion ; from which it is conjectured 
that they intend their next vifit to 
Bermuda/ 
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£xtrm& ofa letter frtm CapH Dempfler, 

of the 6ke Mountain Valley Tranf. 

fort, dated Newy, Ireland, May 7, 

17764 

r I wrote von from America the 
misfortune which befc] me in the I06 
of my fliip, but ,13 you probably never 
received it, I will in! you of the 
misfortunes that have befallen me 
ftwn my leaving the Downs till my 
arrival in Ireland. I left the Downs 
towards the end of October laft, wnen 
that dreadful gale of wind drove fo 
many iktps afltore on the coafts of 
England a^, Ireland. But I efcaped 
from that totaftttr well. The re- 
mainder of ray mm was one con- 
tinued gale of w*nd» wirjl my arrival 
on the coaft of Am&k$^ where I 
found my fhip cUfcbWL in ewry ref- 
peft, being leaky, Sec* having had a 
13 weeks paffage. The moment I 
came off New York, I feaj: my chief 
mate on fhore by a pilot boat, in or- 
der to get on board the Aims of war 
lying there, to demand amftance in 
carrying the fliip into New York, 
where we might refit, in order to pro- 
ceed to Bolton, our intended port* 
But unluckily for me, aa I afterwards 
learnt, my mate was taken prifoner, 
and was obliged by threats todilcover 
what the fhip was, where bound, and 
of no force. Upon this intelligence, 
they fitted out four armed veffels, with 
about 60 men each, in all upwards of 
zoo men, art overmatch (as you may 
eafily believe) for a fhip with four 
fraafi guns, and fucteen hands in all, 
after being 1 3 weeks at fea, and hard- 
ly able to keep the fliip from finking. 
When the veffels made their appear- 
ance, I took them for veffels from the* 
men of war, the officer who com- 
manded the party being drefl in the 
uniform of a Lieutenant of the Navy^ 
and I did not then know my mate was 
taken prifoner. They boarded the 
fliip in every part, and carried her 
about ten or twelve miles up a river 

where 
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where two of the King's mips lay, to 
a place called Elizabeth-Town, mak- 
ing a prize of the fliip and cargo and 
myfelf a prifoner upon parole. After 
the Americans, by order of the Con- 
grefs, had unloaded the (hip, by an 
order from that fame power I was fet 
at liberty conditionally, that I mould 
not go near either the army or the 
navy, but return to Britain the firft 
opportunity, which I gladly embraced 
by coming home in the Catharine, 
Capt. Moore, bound forNewry ; and 
happy was I to get away, left they 
had recalled this indulgence, I arrived 
here the cth of May, after apleafant 
paffage of five weeks, and mail pro- 
ceed with all {peed. 

John HamiltonDempster.' 
Cambridge, March 14. Capt. Man- 
ly has taken another tranfport, 400 
tons burthen, laden with peas, pota- 
toes, pork, four-crow, ten packages 
of medicine, fix carriage guns, four 
fwivels, three barrels of powder, &c. 
and carried her into Newberry. 
Jn fight cfthe Capes of Virginia, April 1 7 . 
' Gentlemen, 
* I have the pleafure to acquaint 
you, that at one P. M. this day, I 
fell in with the floop Edward, be- 
longing to the Liverpool frigate. She 
engaged us near two glafies. They 
killed two of our men, and wounded 
two more. We mattered her in a ter- 
rible manner, as you will fee. We 
killed and wounded feveral of her 
crew. I mail give you a particular 
account of the powder and arms 
taken out of her, as well as my pro- 
ceedings in general. I have the plea- 
fure to .acquaint you, that all our 
people behaved with much courage, 
J am, Gentlemen, 
Your humble fervant, 

JOHN BARRY/ 
7*o the tfon. John Hancock , &fq% 
or any of ^ the Marine Com- 
mittee ■• 
ffatertvwn, April 8. Laft Friday 



fe'nnight, Capt. Jolley Allen, late t 
fhopkeeper in Bofton (with fome other % 
tories) in a floop, ran afhore on the 
back of Cape Cod, thinking they 
had got into' the harbour of Hallifax. 
This is a valuable prize, being laden, 
with piece goods and fome caftu 

Philadelphia, April 6. By the Maf* 
fachufets paper we find the following 
vefTels are ordered for trial the lattet 
end of March and beginning of April, 
having been taken by our feveral 
cruifers going with cargoes on board 
for the ufe of the enemjes of the 
United Colonies then penned up in 
Bofton. This is but a part of what 
we have taken. a 

Ship Jenny, William Fofter, 100 
tons. Ship Concord, James Laurea, 
300. Schooner Two Sifters, Robert 
Robins, 80. Ship Friends, Archi- 
bald Bowie, 200. Brig Sukey, M. 
Fngs, 90. Sloop North Briton, John 
Ritchie, 60. Brig Nancy, Robert 

Hunter, 250. Sloop , Smithy 

80. Sloop Little Hannah, Robert 
Adams, 140, Sloop Betfey, Atkin- 
fon, 6q, Sloop Induftry, Samuel 
Lane, 40. Sloop Succefs, John Hitch, 
50, Schooner Fifher, John Moody, 
50. Snow James, William Little- 
dale, 180. Ship Henry and Efther, 

Nellis, 300. * Sloop Sally, 

Robert Bafden, 70, Sloop Polly, 
White, 2c. Schooner Induftry, Coffin, 

8c. Schooner , Dowfe, i$i 

Ship Happy Return, James Hall, 
130. Ship Norfolk, Jonathan Grin- 
dall, 120. Sloop Dolphin, Lot Nor- 
ton, 80. Brig St. Lawrence, James 
Coffin, 165. Sloop Sally, George 
Middleton, 70. Sloop, Lively Lo* 
cuft, Weyman, 30. Sloop Britannia^ 
James Hall, 80. Sloop Betfey, Wil- 
liam Heath, 115. Ship Harriot, 

* This floop was American property, 
and was taken by the Niger man 1 of war, 
<wbo put the faid'Bafden, one of theifi 
officers on board as prize mafier. • ' ' 
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Wemifs Olrock, 240, Ship Jenny, 
William Wood, 200. Brig Nelly, 
John Robinfon, 180. Sloop Rain- 
bow, Perkins, 60. 

Nenuport, April 8. Laft Friday the 
miniflerial fleet went a little without 
the m.outh of our harbour, and in t\\e 
evening they all returned and anchor- 
ed between Gould Jfland and Cod- 
dington's Point, except the Glafgow 
of 20 guns, and a fmall tender, which 
kept out all night. As foon as it was 
light the next morning, a party of the 
troops ftationed on the ifland got 
idown two of their 1 8 pounders upqn 
the point, and played fo well upon 
them, that they hulled the Rofe two 
or three times, the Nautilus once or 
twice, and fent a fhot through and 
through one of the armed tenders ; 
upon which Captain Wallace, of the 
Rofe, fent off a boat to cut away the 
buoy of his anchor, then flipped his 
cable, and made off as fail as pofTible, 
and the reft of his fleet followed in 
the utmofl hurry and confufion, hav- 
ing fired about 15 cannon upon our 
people without the leafl effect, though 
they flood in confiderable numbers as 
open as they could well be, without 
the leaf! breaftwork or other ihelter. 

For feveral hours before, and dur- 
ing the above engagement, a- vaft 
number of cannon were heard from 
the tJ.'E. and about funrlic eight or 
ten fa 1 of Clips, -brigs, &c. were ften 
a little to the eaftward of Block Ifland, 
and indeed the flafhes of the cannon 
were feen by fome people about day- 
break. Thefe things cauied much' (pe- 
culation ; but in a few hours the 
myflery was fornewhat cleared up, 
for away came the poor Glafgow, un- 
der all the fail fhe could fet. And 
though fhe fcuttled away, and handed 
mofl of her fails, juft before fhe came 
into the harbour, it was plainly per- 
ceived by the holes in thofe (he had 
{landing, and by the hanging of her 
yards, that fhe had been treared in a 
yery rough manner. The other vef- 



fels feen off, flood up the Weflero 
Sound ; and by authentic intelligence 
received on Saturday evening, we 
are fully convinced they were twelve 
fail of the continental navy, very 
deeply laden with cannon, mortars, 
cannon fhot, bombs, and other war- 
like ftores, from the Weft Indies : (q 
that their cargoes were the fole caufe 
of the Glafgow's making her efcape. 

As foon as the Glafgow got in, the 
Rofe, Captain Wallace ; the Nau- 
tilus, Captain Collins ; the Swan, 
Captain Ayfcough, with feveral ten- 
ders and prizes, flood out tofea, leav- 
ing the Glafgow," a large mow, and 
two fmall floops at anchor, about 
three quarters of a mile from Bren- 
ton's Point. The enfuing night, a 
party of troops carried one eighteen 
pounder, one nine, one fix, and twq 
four pounders on the faid Point, and 
early yefterday morning faluted the 
Glafgow with fuch warmth, that fhe 
flipped her cable, and pufhed up the 
river without firing a gun, under all 
the fail fhe could make, and the o- 
thers followed with great precipita- 
tion. By the terrible cracking on 
board the Glafgow, the noife and 
confufion among her men, it is 
thought the cannon did good execu- 
tion. The wind fhifting to the north- 
ward about noon, thefe veflels ran 
down the back of Conanicut, and 
flood out to fea, fuppofed to have 
gone in quefl of Captain Wallace. 

Yefterday in the forenoon, as a 
company of American regulars were 
getting up the cable and anchor which 
the Glafgow had a little before left 
in her great fright, a large flpop came 
in, which Wallace had carried out 
with him the day .before : and it 
being a very thick air, and fhe ex- 
pecting to find the Glafgow lying 
where fhewaslef, got clofe in with 
the boat before they difcovered her, 
when the boat immediately laid her on 
board, and brought her in here. She 
had on board feven men and one 
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woman. This ftoop was loaded with 
flour, &c. and was, when taken, bound 
from Maryland to Providence. 

New York, April i o. On Saturday 
laft the continental fleet fell in with 
the Glafgow man of war, oflTMon- 
tock Point, at the eaft end of Long 
I (land, when admiral Hopkins being 
the foremofl (hip, he attacked the 
Glafgow * when a hot engagement 
enfued, but before another fhip could 
come up, the Glafgow fheered off 
with cortfiderable damage. The fleet 
afterwards took a bomb brig, and 
three tenders, all which they carried 
fafe into New London on Sunday 
morning. 

A letter from Philadelphia, dated 
the 1 1 th of April, relates the engage- 
ment between the Glafgow and Com* 
modore Hopkins, as follows : c The 
Glafgow, a brig, and three armed 
veiTels, fell in with Hopkins's fquadron 
on their paflage from New Provi- 
dence to Philadelphia, when the Com- 
modore attacked the Glafgow, on 
which a general engagement x enfued, 
which lafted three glafles, in which 
the Glafgow received fo much da- 
mage, that fhe was obliged to make 
the beft of her way to Norfolk in 
Virginia, leaving the brig and the 
other veflels in pofleflion of Commo- 
dore Hopkins.' 

The Lendon Gazette of June 8, gave 
the following account. 
Admiralty-Office, June 8, 1776. 

* By letters received from Vice- 
Admiral Shuldham, dated at Hallirax 
the 25th of April lail, it appears, 
that on the 15th of that month, Cap- 
tain Furneaux of the Syren, one of 
the frigates under his command, took 
a brigantine, belonging to the rebels, 
which was carrying from Philadelphia 
to Charleflown in South-Carolina, a 
company of artillery, confiftingof a 
Captain, commiffioned by the Conti- 
nental Congrefs, and 79 men, moft 
©f whom have fincc entered into his 



Majefty's fervice with. General Clin- 
ton : It alfo appears, that the other 
cruizers of his fquadron had inter- 
cepted and taken forty-four merchant 
fhips and veflels belonging to his Ma- 
jefty's rebellious fubjects, in North 
America ; and that Captain Barkley, 
of the Scarborough, who had been 
fent to Savannah, in the province of 
Georgia, for provifrons, had liberated 
thirteen veflels richly laden, which 
had been feized and detained there 
by the rebels : and the Admiral tranf- 
mits, with the above-mentioned let- 
ters, tfre following account which he: 
had received from Captain Tyring- 
ham Howe of his engagement in the 
Glafgow, with five armed ihips and 
veflels of the rebels, viz. 

* On Saturday the 6th of April 
1776, at two, A. M. Block Ifland, 
then bearing N. W. about eight 
leagues, we difcovercd a fleet on the 
Weather Beam, confiding of feven or 
eight fail ; tacked and flood towards 
them, and foon perceived them to 
be two or three large fhips, and other 
fquare- rigged veflels ; turned all hands 
to quarters, hauled up the main-fail, 
and kept {landing on to the N. W» 
with a light breeze and fmooth water, 
the fleet then coming down before it. 
At half pail two, a large brig came 
within hail, and feeraed to nefltate 
about giving any anfwer ; but flill 
kept ftanding towards us>; and, on. 
being afked what other fhips were in 
company with her,, they anfwered, 
^he Columbus and Alfred, a zz gun 
frigate* And almpft immediately a 
hand granadoe was thrown out of her 
top. We exchanged' our broadfides : 
ihe then fhota-head, and lay on our 
ttow, to make room for a large fhip, 
with a top light, to come on our 
broadfide, and another fhip ran under 
our item, raked as fhe pafTed, and 
then luft up on our lee-beam, whilil a 
brig took her ftation on our larboard 
quarter : and a floopkept altering her 
L z ftation 
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ftfttion occafionafly. 
tion of every vefTel was alrercd, as the 
two mips had dropt qn each quarter, 
and a brig kept aftern, giving a con- 
tinual fire, bore away fc and made fail 
for Rhode-ifland, with the whole fleet 
within mufqUet*fhot on our quarters 
and item. Got two ftern chafe guns 
out of the cabin, and, kept giving and 
receiving a very warm fire. At day- 
light perceived the rebel fleet to con- 
firt of two (hips, two brigs, and a 
floop, and a large ftiip and a fnow 
which kept to windward as foon as 
the action began. At half paft fix 
the fleet hauled their wind, and at 
feven tacked and flood to the S. S. 
W. We had one man killed and 
three wounded by the mufquetry from 
the enemy.* 

The following is a Jiate of the rebel 
armed <veffeh abewmntianed : 
Alfred, commanded by Hopkins, 20 
nine pounders on the lower, 6 ten 
pounders on the upper deckj 220 
men, including 60 marines. 
Columbus, commanded by Whipple, 
1 8 nine pounders on the lower, 1 o 
fix pounders on the upper deck ; 
220 men ; including 60 marines* 
Annadona Brig, commanded by Biddle, 
16 fix pounders on the upper deck; 
130 men, including 30 marines. 
Cabot Brig, commanded by Hopkins, 
jun. 14. fix pounders on the upper 
deck ; 120 men, including 30 ma- 
rines. > 
Providence Sloop, commanded by H^ 
fcard, 1 2 {ix pounders on the upper 
: deck; 90 men, including 28 ma- 
rines. 

The Glafgow had 20 guns, nine 
pounders, and 1 50 men. 

By letters lately received from Vice- 
Admiral Young, dated at Antigua, 
the 3d of March, and from Vice- Ad- 
miral Gayton, dated at Jamaica the 
28th of that month, it likewife ap- 
pear*, That the cruizers under the 
command of the former had feized 
twenty-fix, and thofe under the com- 
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At four the fla- mand of the lattef nine fhips and 
vefTels, either belonging to or em- 
ployed in carrying on a trade with his 
Majefty's rebellious fuhjects in North 
America, [Gazette.] 



Letters from New York, March 22,1776. 
1 I am very forry things are car- 
ried to fuch extreme lengths on both 
fides of the Arlantic, as to threaten 
a Iofs of communication. What will 
it profit both countries, to drive 
things to extremities t We were once 
happy in each other's profperity, we 
mourned and rejoiced together. When 
a fhip of war entered our harbour, 
thofe were happicft that could firft bring 
the officers home, and mew them ref- 
peel. What an unhappy change is 
this ! they now dare not come on 
ihore, and we have no communica- 
tion with each other, but at the point 
of the fword. General Howe is a- 
bout to leave Bofton by permiffion, 
after a fiege of two years. Britifh 
arms fhine in full glory there ; and 
if he comes here, what honour can be 
had from warring upon fellow-fub- 
je£b ? It is more noble and princely 
to publifh an act of grace, and pafs by 
all mi flakes. We are but men, and 
fo are you, with this difference, that 
you are too proud for mere men. I 
guefs your time is come to let fall 
fome of your dignity. Yon are a 
nation remarkable for pride ; and 
having had our affi fla nee in fo many 
Avars, has enabled you to look all the 
world in the face. I don't pretend to 
prophecy how you will look, when on 
a requifition for men and money in 
time to come, you will find noanfwer. 
You cannot expect the old harmoni- 
ous hand-in hand will ever be feeta 
again. After thirteen years fcorn on 
our unnoticedpetitions, we were drove 
to defperate meafures. As I hate all 
politics, farewell to them for ever ; 
I wifii I could retire to fome hermit's 
hut, and there fpend my days in pray- 
ing for forgivenefs of fins, &c# 
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tfhefamt Date. 
* It is a certain truth, that two 
French noblefle were incog, laft fum- 
mer with the Congrefs. I am afraid 
fomething. is brewing that will be 
like an explofion. Saw in town a 
few weeks ago a French officer, fliff 
in lace, with a white cockade in his 
hat* that could not fpeak a word of 
Englifh ; he had a negro behind him 
bearing his fword, that {poke for him. 
They came from New England, and 
were bound to Philadelphia. A few 
weeks after he faw another of the 
fame fort moving the fame way. We 
get what arms and ammunition we 
waut from France, Holland, and 
Spain, notwithstanding all the precau- 
tion of your court. We have aUb 
a Pruffian officer here, a Won, come 
to offer his fervice to the Congrefs, 
it is faid from the King of Pruflia. 
There are fome thoufands of French 
troops at Domingo, and thereabouts ; 
fome fay they are to be here, if 
wanted : other fay, they are waiting 
to fee us declare for independence, 
and then will attack fome of the 
Englifh Weft India Hands. There 
is a great talk of independence, and 
the unthinking multitude are mad 
for it ; but how matters will termi- 
nate, I cannot judge, but believe great 
will be the oppofition to fuch a de- 
claration. A pamphlet called Com- 
mon Senfe, has carried off its thou- 
fands ; an anfwer thereto is come 
out, but inftantly feized in the prin- 
ter's /hop, and burnt in the ftrect, 
as unfit to be read at this time. I 
fear, from this line of conduct, the 
people here will make you off, and, 
once gone, will never be regained. 
I gueis by this time Quebec is in our 
hands ; that ftep is not generally ap- 
proved, the calling vote was a Phila- 
delphia^ who refolved when he went 
in Congrefs not to vote on that fide, 
but was over-.perfuaded, for which he 
was very forry when done. That 
colony, as well as this, were extremely 
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difpleafed at it, and neither of us 
liked the expedition, as it could an- 
fwer no purpofe, but to irritate, coft 
money, and wafte men. Every ave- 
nue leading from the river into the 
city of New York is fortified, in con- 
fequence of expected troops. Gene- 
ral Lee is gone to the fouthward 
to meet General Clinton. It is re- 
markable that both thofe Generals 
arrived here on one day : and though 
it was Sabbath, it threw the whole 
city in fuch a convulfion as it never 
knew before, moving away their ef- 
fects. All that day, and all night, 
were their carts going, and boat* 
loading, and women and children 
crying, and diftreffed voices heard ia 
the roads in the dead of the night. 
Clinton came here to pay a fhort vifit 
to Governor Tryon, and to fee how 
matters flood here ; but, to his great 
furprife, found he could not put his 
foot on fhore. He expreffed much 
concern at feeing fo much diftrefc on 
his account ; he declared his juvenile 
love for this place brought him here, 
and was pleafed to fend for the mayor 
to defire he would acquaint the people 
he only came on a vifit, and, would 
go away as foon as he could. Com- 
mon rum 6s. and 7s. a gallon — poor 
fugar 4I. a hundred by the hogfhead 
— molafTes none—cotton 4s. a pound. 
April 12, 1776* * If you have any 
idea of our fituation, you muft be foli- 
citous to hear from us. When yoa 
are informed that NewYork is deferted 
by its old inhabitants, and filled with 
foldiers from New England, Phila- 
delphia, Jerfey, &c. you will naturally 
conclude the environs of it are not 
very fafe from fo undifciplined a muN 
titude as our Provincials are repre- 
fented to be ; but J do believe there 
are very few inftances of fo great a 
number of men together with fo little 
mifohief done by them. They have 
all the fimplicity of plowmen in their 
manners, and feem quite Grangers 
to the vices of older foldiers ; they 

have 
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lave been employed in creating for- 
tifications in every part of the town ; 
h would make you forry to fee the 
place fo changed ; the old fort walls 
are demolished in part, though that 
is an advantage to the broad way, as 
k opens the view there greatly ; there 
is a battery carried acrofs the itreet, 
erected partly at Lord Abington's ex- 
pence ; for the Fafcines were cut out 
of the wood that belongs to the War- 
ren eftate ; you may remember it lies 

oppofite to , and fhaded one 

half the road called the New Road ; 
it was a beautiful wood Oliver 
Del— — y had been nurfing thefe 
forty years ; it looks in piteous rtate 
now. Mr. Del— — y hoped to have 
it fomewhat fpared, by telling the 
N. Englanders, who were cutting it, 
that a third part belonged to one of 
the protefting Lords ; one of them 
anfwered, * Well, an if he be fuch a 
great liberty-boy, and fo great a friend 
to our country, he will be quite happy 
that his wood was fo happy for our 
ufe.* He was obliged to rcrire, and 
leave it to their mercy. You remem- 
ber BayardVMount covered with.ce-" 
dars ; it commanded a profped ex- 
ceedingly extenfive, the top of it fo 
cut away, that there is room enough 
now for an houfeand garden ; there is 
a very good and a very advantageoufly 
fituated fortifica ion there ere&ed ; 



you were here a few years a£o, did 
we dream that Englishmen would 
drive us to fo much diitrefs and rai- 
fery as we do and are like to fuffer i 
Oh, the houfes in New York, if you 
could but fee the infides of them ! 
Occupied by the dirtied people on the* 
continent (for the empty houfes are 
almoft all taken up by the foldicrs) ; 
Kennedy's new houfe, Mallet's, and 
one next to it, had fix hundred men 
in them ; if the owners ever get pofc 
fcffion again, I am fure they mutt be 
years in cleaning them, unlefs they 
get new floors, arid new plaifter the 
walls. Gov. Tryon lofes his credit 
with the people here prodigioufly ; he 
has lately iflued a proclamation, de^ 
firing the deluded people of this co* 
lony to return to their obedience, 
promifing a fpeedy fupport to the 
friends of government, declaring a 
door of mercy open to -the penitent, 
and a rod for the difobedient, &c.'— 
It is generally a matter of laughter 
and furprize, that he could do any 
tiling fo weak and ill-juJged. The 
friends of government were provoked 
at being fo diftinguimed, and the 
friends to liberty hung him in effigy, 
and printed a dying fpeech for him* 
A letter too was intercepted from 
him, haftening Lord Howe to New 
York, as the rebels were fortifying* 
Thefe things have entirely loft hira 
the good will of the people ; and 



round the hofpital another $ in fliort, 

every place that can be uiefully em- ^ to complete the conduct, he refufed 

ployed in that way, either is or will letting the pafTengers to England* 



be fo ufed : You may recollect a fweet 
fuaation at Home's Hook, that Ja- 
cob Walton purchafed, built an eie* 
*frant_ houfe, and gr^tly and beauti- 
fully improved the place ; he was ob- 
liged to quit the place, the troops 
took poiTeffion and fortified there. -*. 
When Mrs. Walton received the or* 
der to go out of her houfe, me burft 
into tears, for (he was fixed to her 
heart's defire. By how uncertain a 
tenure do we hold the good and de^- 
firablc pofleflions of this world ? When 



by the packet, go, without taking ah 
oath, confifting of a variety of articles; 
among others, they were not to give 
any kind of information of what pafifed 
in. America to any peribn whatever* 
befides the King and his miniftem**- 
The gentlemen all complained much, 
of the oath, and except one whom ne- 
ceflity obliged to go, were determined 
to flay rather than take it. It has 
been difpenfed with however from thfc 
Americans. You cannot think how 
{orry I am -the Governor has fo loft 
nimfelf j 
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-himfelf ; a man once fo much beloved, 
his abfence from the government ( fo 
much regretted, his return fo pleafing 
to moll people, now fpoken of with 
contempt and diftruft. O Lucifer, 
once the fon of morn, how fallen! 
General Waftungton is expected hour- 
ly ; General Putnam is here, with 
feveral other Generals, and fome of 
their ladies. All communicatiomtvith 
the men of war has been flopped fome 
days ago, and a guard kept at the wa- 
tering .place, to prevent their getting 
#ny ; inconfequence of which a fkir- 
mifti happened on Sunday lalt : our 
troops took prifoners fome men from 
a barge that came for water, a 20 
gun floop fired upon our men, but 
only one was wounded as the ftory 
goes- There is no fuch thing as com- 
ing jto the truth of any thing now 
a-days. To the great joy of its old 
inhabitants, Bofton is left by the (to 
fpeak in the ftyle of 'the times) mini- 
fterial troops ; with great precipita- 
tion did they quit it, and to their 
credit left the town in a much better 
condition than was expefted. Major 
*_ left a letter on the table, di- 
rected to the owner of the houfe he 
lived in, intimating, he expecled to 
pay the rent, and was willing to make 
good any damage the furniture might 
have received. It was a day of ge- 
neral rejoicing and thankfgiving the 
day the Boftonians entered their town 
again, though we New Yorkers have 
been in fear ever fmce of their com- 
ing here : the variety of reports keeps 
one's mind always in agitation, I be- 
lieve they have been fent off a dcicn 
times, and fometimes juft into the 
Hook ; we have been fo often alarmed 
now, that I fancy, like the boy in the 
fable, report may cry cut till the 
wolves are in the fold, before we fhafl 
attend to her. Clinton and Howe, 
to be fure, have fet the continent a 

racing from Bofton to Carolina. 

Clinton came into our harbour ; a- 
way flew the women, children, goods, 



and chatties, and in came the foldier* 
flocking from every part. No fooner 
was it known that he was not going 
to_ land here, than expreffes were 
fent to Virginia and Carolina to put 
them on their guard ; his next exper 
dition was to Virginia ; there they 
were ready to receive him ; from 
thence, without attempting to land, 
he failed to Carolina. Now General 
Howe is leading us another dauce* 
Some companies from Philadelphia, 
coming here, were ordered back a- 
gain, on a report of his intention to 
pay the city a viflt. Since that it 
is faid, that part of the fleet are al- 
ready gone to Hallifax, part to either 
Carolina or Quebec, yet I am not 
certain to which, but from my very 
foul wi(h they were going up the river 
Thames. There is a talk of erecting 
batteries at a place called Red Hook, 
which will make,, it very dangerous 
for men* of war to lie-in our harbour. 
We lovers of peace have all our hopes 
refted orl the commiflioners ; if wiflies 
could have filled their fails, they had 
reached the continent ere this. A 
pamphlet entitled Common Senfe has 
converted thoufands to independence 
that could not endure the idea be- 
fore : If I knew how, would have 
fent it to you, for I think you want 
common fenfe in England very much, 
or you would have found out fome 
means of making peace with us be- 
fore we had gone to fo vaft an ex- 
pence, and put you to fo much great. 

cr. is among the runaways, 

and only waits for a boat to carry 
her goods to — >-. I*am chagrined 
at loflng a neighbour. Whenever my 
friends are going, I accufe Lord 
North ; indeed I do not curfe him ; 
buti am not Chriftian enough to blefs 
him. A fluttering man the other 
day moving away his goods, fome- 
thing broke by accident, which put 
him in a violent paflion, and he flam- 
mered da — da — damn Lord North, 
da -da — damn Lord North, fevcral 

times. 
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times, to the diverfion of the bye- 
ftanders ; fo all the evils are charged 
to his Lordfhip's account, except by 

Dr. > , who preaches in the 

meeting j he fzyt, it is not Lord 
North or South, nor Englifh Parlia- 
ment or French, but it is your fins 
have brought it on yon : Lord North, 
lie fays, is commiffioned by the Al- 
mighty ,to plague us for our iniqui- 
ties ; and by him we may infer he is 
acquitted. Our ports are opened by 
the Congrefs to every part of the 
world except Britain, her Iflands, and 
Ireland ; the merchants have raifed 
their goods to an enormous price; 
many articles are very fcarce indeed ; 
but we muft learn to do without them ; 
there is quite a hue and cry about 
pns. Dr. Franklin, &c. is gone to 
treat with the Canadians. 

April \^tb y 1776* 
* The packet now lies ready for 
failing at the fide of 'the Governor's 
fhip, waiting for his orders, perhaps 
to carry the fate of Quebec. As we 
have no account from them can fay 
nothing from that quarter. Our Con- 
tinental Congrefs only wait the arriv- 
al of the Commiffioners, to fee if we 
can make up on honourable terms ; 
if not, they will declare independent, 
and then farewell to Great Britain, for 
all which fhe may thank her haughty 
pride. We daily expect Wafhington 
with his 20,000 Yankies. Howe has 
evacuated Bofton, to the great joy, of 
all there ; they took the wrong bull 
by the horn ; one third of America is 
loft to Great Britain without recovery. 
So much for fleets and armies to en- 
force unjuft meafures. We all live 
here like nuns fhut up in a nunnery. 
No fociety with the town, for there 
h none ther^ to vifit ; neither can we 
go in or out after a certain hour, with- 
out the counter fign. It is faid Ge- 
neral Howe is gone to Halifax, the 
only colony the King has in America. 
Since the arrival of thefe Yankies, the 
men of war here are not allowed provi- 
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fion nor water,and they in their turn are 
driving back all boats from the Jerfies, 
and cutting off our fupplies ofpro- 
vifions from thence. In fhort, a ge- 
neral ruin feems to have overfpread 
the. whole face of the earth ; but we 
truft in that arm that led the armies 
of Ifrael through the Wilderness, for 
our redemption. All America feems 
fo engaged in war, that no other con- 
verfation has any place : It will from 
neceffity teach us the wholefome lef- 
fons of frugality and cecotwmy. Ma- 
nufactories of flax, wool, and cotton, 
are carrying on in all the colonies, 
that the poor may live, and the public 
be obliged with their labour. We 
are well fupplied with Dutch goods, 
and foon fliall with French ; it is 
impoflible the men of war can watch 
all our veffels, though they lie at the 
Hook on purpofe ; we have io many 
creeks and harbours that they know 
nothing of, that they cannot ruin us. 
Our Congrefs have opened the ports 
by, a proclamation, allowing a trade 
to all the world, except Great Britain, 
and her Weft India Iflands. Never 
was a people more fpirited to oppofe 
minifterial meafures than all Ame- 
rica are. I wifli the people on your 
fide would really fee things as they 
are, they would be glad to fue for 
peace, and make the beft come off they 
could. If it is poffiblc fend us a few 
pins and needles, and Scotch thread, 
any body coming this way will take 
charge ofthem. 

Head Quarters, New Tork, Jpril 5, 
1776. . 

* Thefoldiers are ftri&ly enjoined 
to retire to their barracks and quar- 
ters, at tattoo-beating, and remain 
there until the revellie is beau 

* Neceffity obliges the General to 
defire the inhabitants of the city to 
obferve the fame rule, as no perfon 
will be permitted to pafs any centry, 
after this night, without the counter- 
fign. 

' The inhabitants, whofe buiinefs 
requires 
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requires it, may know the countersign, 
by applying to ruiy of the brigade 

Majors. 

Head Quarters, New **ri, -/^r?/ 8, 
1776. 

* The General infdrtfts the inha^ 
fekants, that it is become absolutely 
neceflary, that fill communication be- 
tween the mmiffeftal fleet ami fliore 
ihonld immediately be (lopped ; for ' 
that purpofe has given pofidve orders', 
the;fhips(hWd no longer be furrfifhed 
4wth provifions. Any inhabitant or 
others, who (hall be taken -that have 
-been on board (after the pubWhing of 
*bk order) or Rear any of the mips, 
«r going on board, will be confidered 
to enemies, and treated accordingly. 

* All boats are *to fail from JSeek- 
man's Slip. Captain James Alner is 
appointed infpetlor, and will gixe 
permits for oyftermen. ft is expetted 
and ordered, that none attempt gqing 
without a pais. 

* ISRAEL PUTNAM, 

* Major General in the Continen- 
tal army, and Commander in 
chief of the forces in New York/ 

April 17. In order that it may be 
more convenient for the .people at the 
North River, hls-JExcellency General 
Putnam has been pleafed to order, 
that a perfon ffjbuld be appointed 
there, to give permits to oyfter-boats,, 
tec, going down ; and Mr. Simon 
Schermerhorne is appointed for that 
purpoiie. 

, N. B. -All beats and enfts, goto* 
iip either river, are .allowed to pafi 
without peonits/ 

Whereas the Afia having quitted 
her ftation, and left -the harbour, the 
navigation beDween this city and New 
Jerfy, by the Kills, is, become quite 
Jfoie,;, the troops .upon Staten Ifland 
aid Bergen Neck, are to let all boats 
coining to New Yc*k, or returning 
to Jeriey, to pafs and repafs, without 
moleftation . Giycn, at t hea4 quarters 
AkNew York, the i+th of April 1776/ 
HORATIO GATES, Adj. General. 
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Ww York^Jlfril io. Monday nltfit 
1000 of the Continental troops fta- 
tioned here, went over and took pdf- 
feflion of Governor's IHand, and be- 
gan to fortify* it- The fame night a 
rerimeat went Over to Red Hook, 
and fortified that place Jikewife. 

Or Sunday morning, about t4n 
Vclock, his Majefty's fhip Savage, 
and die James pilot boat, came under 
the cover of a thick log, to the wa- 
tering plate on Staten Ifland. £aeji 
Tent a boat on fhere to take m water, 
■of which Captain Stevenfon received 
intelligence, and prepared to attack 
*theiiu The /h^ received infbnnatkfct 
•of our approach, and fired a figftal 
gun for the boats to retreat, whidh 
•they endeavoured to effect under ja 
^briflt and conftant Are from the Sa- 
vage ; but-being fired on byour nttd, 
ani clofely puriued, they left one of 
-their cutters behind with 13 men.— • 
Three killed, and a number wounded, 
were carried off in the other boat. 
The prifoners arrived at the heaii 
quarters on |tfonday evening, toge- 
ther with four deferters from the Phoe- 
nix, who kform us, they were imme- 
diately after this fray put to ihort 
allowance. By feVefal gentlemen who 
were (pettators of this engagement 
^om Red Hook, we learn, that a 
'number of men were feen to drop 
from the tops and bowfprit of thi 
f Savage. Our brave riflemen kept 
finch a hot and inccflam fire on the 
<hip, that me footai .it expedient to 
cut her cable,. and retreat out of tiieir 
reach. They left behind them one 
tfiandard, one muflceL, twenty- feven 
iron bou^d cafks, a table, and .anchor, 
a fpoaking trum|*ty watch coats, &c 
J&ranrincial Congmfi, Nvw Tork, March 
16, 1776. 

* Whereas the minifhy of Great 
Britain are not only, depriving us of 
the means of defence, but have ar> 
bitrarily ordered ihflir fhips of war, 
ia. a .piratical maimer, .to ruin our 
commerce, and deprive us of fome of 
the neceffaries of life, which renders 
M it 
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it the incumbent duty of the repre 
fentatives of the people of this colony, 
to provide for the comfortable {ubfiiU 
encc oi their conftituents. 

„ ' Refolved, , That this Congrefs 
will lend to any perfon, for the term 
of two years, front the date hereof, £ 
fum not exceeding 200 pounds, for 

. the .purpofe of erecting works, with- 
out delay, for the making of fait, out 
of fea- water, in this colony, upon his 

tiving to Peter Van Br^gh Livingfton, 
ifq; as treafurer of this Congrefs, or 
to- the treafurer.of .this Congrefs for 
.the time being, good and fufficient 
;j[ecunty for the .payment of the fame ; 
;and in default of erecting fuch works,* 
,tO be fubject to the re-payment of 
'the principal, _.and pf feven per cent, 
intereft, on the fum fo borrowed, and 
.the. further penalty of 30I. 

* Refolved, That any perfon who 
Jhall, on or before the hrft of Decem- 
ber next, make the greateft quantity 
of good merchantable /alt in this 00- 
■lony, not lefs than twelve hundred 
buihels, (hall be entitled to 100 1. pre- 
mium, , ■ ■ ; 
' Refolved, That any perfoa who 
jhall, on or before the faid firft day of 
December, make the fecond greateft 
quantity of fait, of, the quality afore- 
said, in this colony, not lefs than'nine 
.hondred bufhelv fliall be entitled to 
75 I. premium.; 

* ? Refolved, That; any perfon, who 
ftial!, on or before the faid firft day 
of December, makethe third greateft 
quantity of fait,. of the.quality afcie^ 
'faid, in this colony, not lefs than 
fi* hundred buihels, fliall be entitled 
to 50I. premium. Provided, that any 
perfon who fliall elpinv any of the 
above premiums, . for having manu- 
factured fait as aforefaid, (hall pro- 
duce a certificate, thereof, figned by 
three of the principal, freeholders of 
-the neighbourhood ; where the faid 
works fliall be creeled, and an aiEda- 
?it of the pcrfpn who (liaJl have made, 
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and of fome other perfon who' fhall 
have meafured the laid fait, in order 
to entitle him to any of the premiums 
above-meritioiied, 

' Refolved, That the Committee of 
-Safety be, and they ^re hereby direct- 
ed, to collect difiertations on the mak- 
ing of fait, without delay, and that 
theycaufe five hundred; of the faid 
duTertations to be printed, in prder 
that the inhabitants of titis colony be 
informed of the procefs ufed in the 
• making of fait. . .And that the faid 
committee be alfo directed to publifb> 
with the utraoft difpatch, two hun- 
dred copies, of thtefe refolutions, and 
;the other refolutions of this Qongrefs» 
for encouraging the erecting of powr 
der mills within this colony. 
Extract from the minutes, 

ROBERT BENSON, Sec* 
Extra3 of a letter from New Ywk t 
Afril 18. 

* The day before yefterday, fever 
ral gentlemen of the fixft character 
in America, failed in an armed vefiel 
from this port, by order of the Con- 

frefs, with proposals to the States of 
Tolland, and the courts of France, 
Spain, and Portugal, inviting them tp 
trade with them. Eleven thoufand 
Provincial troops, from Gen. Wash- 
ington's army, arrived 'here yefterday 
noon ; there areamOngft them feveraJ 
German officers, and three Pruffian 
engineers. They are all in high (pi- 
nts. 

* This morning arrived in the har- 
bour, twenty-three tranfports, from 
the eaftward, having on board the 
brigade commandedvby General Sul- 
livan.* 



To the Ear.l. op.Dartmovth. 
My Lord, 
* If conftitutional allegiance to my 
King, a warm attachment to my coun- 
try *, and the moftfanguine emotions 



Bffrn in the City cf Oxford* 
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for £eace and permanent union be-' 
tween the parent ftate and her colo- 
nies, will fufficiently expiate for epif- 
tolary freedom, permit a minifter of 
the king of Kings toaddrefs a minifter 
of the King of Great-Britain, France, 
Ireland, and North America : for it 
is the language of my foul, that the 
precious American jewel may fpeedily 
and immoveably be fet in the moll 
effulgent diadem. 

' Your Lordfhip fuflains a twofold , 
character : a foldier of the Lord of 
lords, and fecretary of ftate for the 
northern department, under our right- 
ful Sovereign, High and honourable 
offices indeed! but every foldier is 
not an intrepid warrior, or as a noble 
Lord once expreffed it, ' There are 
many profefTors, but few poflertbrs ;' 
nor is every fervant of the crown in- 
fallible : in both thefe, every man at 
beft is but a fallible being. This 
doctrine your Lordfhip ence loved, 
being then a real follower of the Lamb : 
for I well remember federal opportunities, 
and the happy and precious moments of 
each, when ice bowed togetbir at the 
facred altar \ j at which when I be- 
held a right honourable Communicant, 
with bis livery fervant s K on his r ght 
band and hft ; my foul was raifed almoft 
to the third heaven, and my fpirits 
filled with evangelical love ! For npt 
many mighty, not many noble, are 
truly godly. As yourLordfhip'scon- 
defcenfion was fo laudable, honour- 
able, and fcriptural, as to appear a 
prpfeflbr of Chriftianky, a witnefs for , 
God, and the truly humble foul, I 
truft, and firmly believe, that * the 
mpft fine gold is ngtyet become dim.* 
To whom then (ball I write, or fpeak 
in behalf of the miferable corrvulfed 
empire ; for your Lordihip hath (/ 
trujl) eternal life at heart, and ever- ( 
lafting felicity, by faith, in full view, 

* The Parliament of Great Britain 
fay, they have a right tQ tax or bind 

.f Of tfy Lock Cbafel, 
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the Americans in all cafes whatfoeve 
to which they anfwer, * As they were 
born free, free they will be, or die / 
and upon many of their hats there 
is this motto, ' Freedom or Death.'— 
Upon oh^rs, ' God and our Rights.* 

' Since the battle of Lexington, I 
have been twice in eight of the 
Thirteen United Colonies, namely, 
Maffachufetts Bay, Rhode Ifland, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jerfey, 
Fenfylvania, New Caftle, &c. J. and 
Maryland : all which, except New 
York, are almoft unanimous in the 
voice of Liberty. Indeed none (fave 
a few officers under the crown) are 
willing to be bound by the British 
Parliament, in all cafes whatfoever. 
The Americans declare, a maflfcr can 
lay no greater burden on a flave, than 
to bind him in all cafes whatfoever. — 
Thefe things the United Colonies 
have imbibed, and before this can 
reach your Lordfhip, Canada will, in 
all human probability, be added to 
the Thirteen : for St. John's and 
Montreal have, upon capitulation, 
furrendered, and the rdl of the pro- 
vince, in every other refpect, bids 
fair for a general furrender, or fub- 
jeftion to the American fide. In 
New York city and province, althq* 
there are, I verily believe, more friends 
to government (as they call thenv 
felves) than all the reft of the Colo- 
nies together can produce ; yet in the 
city and province there is on the" other 
fide of the queftiOn a majority large 
enough to fubdue them at any time ; 
for inftance, a few weeks ago fome of 
thefe friends appeared in the province 
in oppofition to the American voice $ 
whereon a unall party went out im- 
mediately, who fubdued and difarme4 
them, Thefe friends, my ^ord, are 

I Althugh New Caftle, t£c. belong 
to Tennjylvania, yet as they in ajfemhly 
are diftindly rcprefented, and aljo in tht 
Congrejs, thoj'e counties therefore are 
' viewed as j and called one ofjhe United 
Qohnies* 

M 2 not 
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' not worthy of the appellation ; they 
are only fycophants ; they flatter with 
their lips and ' pens, and deceive 
(J fear) your Lordfhip and others in 
adminiftration, from packet to packet. 
They have repeatedly infifcuated, that 
the New England governments have' 
nothing elfe in view out independence. - 
ft is totally repugnant to truth. Be- 
fore the fword was drawn, there could 
not po&bly "be greater loyaliHs. In 
the year 176*9, 1 arrived firft in Ame- 
rica ; and they daily manifefted what 
loving fubje£ts t they were: and the 
dillenting clergy alfo in every o^por- 
tiinity ? were particularly anxious to 
invoke the Great Jehovah, in behalf 
ot their dread Tovereign, in whom 
ftey Ipake in terms the mofl pathetic ; 
alfo for all his governors and officers, 
as well as for others, that peace and 
happinefs, truth and juftice, religion 
and piety, might Hill be and flourilh 
under his fceptre. Add to this, I 
juftly may, the ieveral converfations I 
have had with, and the private pray- 
ers I have heard hy thole gentlemen 
concerning his Majelly, his crown 
and dignity: with all which e\ery 
loyalifl could but be perfectly well 
pleafed. To thefe fads, my Lord, I 
have not only been an ear witnefs in 
one colony ; but in many, nay even 
in Maffachufetts-Bay, aha her capital. 

/ Now, my Lord, fbrChrift's fake, 
attend faithfully. 

' About two months ago I viewed 
the camps, Roxbury and Cambridge. 
The lines of both are impregnable; 
with f rts (many of which are bomb 
proof) and redoubts, fuppofing them 
to be all in a direction, are about 
20 miles ; the breaftworks of a pro- 
per height, and in many places 17 
feet in thickncfs, the trenches wide 
and deep in proportion, before which 
lay forked impediments, and many 
of the forts, in every refpeft, are per- 
fectly ready for battle ; the whole, in 
a wordj an admiration to every fpec- 
taior ; fpr verily their fortifications ap- 



pear to be, the works of feven yearj^. 
inftead. of about as many months.. 
At thefe camps are about 20,000 
men, well difciplined. The gene-, 
rak and other officers, in all their, 
military undertakings, folid, difcreet, 
ahd courageous, the men daily raving 
for action, and feemingly void of fear. 
There are many floating batteries, and 
alfo batteaus in abundance ; befides 
this ftrength, 10,000 militia are or- 
dered in that government, to appear' 
on the firft fummons, Provifions and 
money there are very plenty, and the 
ibldiers faithfully paid. The army in 
great* order, and very healthy, and 
about fix weeks ago lodged in com- 
fortable barracks, Chaplains con- 
ftantly attend the camps morning and 
night. Prayers as often offered up 
for peace and reconciliation, and the 
foldiers very attentive. The roads at 
the time I viewed the camps were al- 
irioft lined with fpeftat >rs, and thou* 
fands with me can declare the above 
refpefting the camps to be a juft dc(* 
cription ; but, my Lord, I have mare • 
fafts to mention, 

A Continental and Provincial cur- ' 
reticles, to facilitate this great under- 
taking, are emitted, which circulate 
freely, and are daily exchanged for 
filver and gold. Their harbours, by 
fpring, will fwarm with privateers : 
an admiral is appointed, a court efta- 
bEftied, and the $d mffant the Conti- ' 
neittaljiag en board the Black Prince % 
opfofiie Philadelphia, was boifted.— 

* Many of the captains of thofe vefTels 
in the laft war, proved their mtre-r 
pidity to the world by their prizes, 
and fome of them have already taken 

, many valuable prizes which govern- 
ment had ordered to Bofton, ? and 
thereby muft have mnch diftrefled tht 
troops ; all which the prints will par» 
ticularize. 

* The appointment of the Conti- 
nental and Provincial Congrefles and 
committees, your Lor&hip, without 

doubt ? before now, muft be, fully ac-> 

ouamte4 
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<jiaipted with. Thefcfirt* ofgentle- 
men, by virtue of the great privileges 
with which the colonies have intrufte4 . 
then, chum bow the following pi^e- • 
rogativcs, over the united colonies. 
The Continental' Congrefs is over , 
aH, under the King ; the. Provincials 
over the committees, and the com- . 
xnutees over the counties. The Con- 
greffes and committees have fo raifed 
and regulated the mihtta and minute- 
men whom they have raifed almpll m 
every county, that they make, in every 
city and town, the moft warlike ap- 
pearance. Saltpetre is made in a* 
Dundance, and powder-mills conftant- 
ly employed in many provinces .; and' 
many believe that there is now in the 
pofleflion of the Americans, powder 
enough ior three years. This to me 
is very obvious. Soon after General 
Gage colle&ed the troops from the 
feveral provinces jnto one body at 
vBofton, the Congrefles ordered al) the 
fhop-keepers not to fell their powder 
to fowlers and hunters, but to keep 
the fame for the ufe of the colonies, 
which in general was faithfully ob- 
served. Before this, a perfon might 
get a large quantity of powder almoft 
at every krge ftore, or merchant's fhop 
in every city, town, and country on 
the continent. Now all this collected 
together, and what the mills have 
made, together with the great Quan- 
tities taken at St. John's, Montreal, 
other forts, and on the teas, muft make 
an immenfe quantity: add to this, 
the conftant employment of the mills, 
and a great number of privateers faith- * 
fully looking out for yours. And, 
my Lord, how is it poffible for all 
ftore (hips to efcape a fleet fo large, 
which at this time, I firmly believe, 
is compofed of 50 fail, and by next 
{pring I mail not marvel if their fleet 
be doubled. 

* Iron guns of the belt quality have 
been made in America, and as they 
have plenty of iron and lead mines, 
they can make what quantity of can* . 



non, (hot, an4 bullet* they ffcafe r 
but adminiftration have lately (applied 
them with a very valuable aflbrtment 
of fuch ftores *. Rifles infinitely bet-. 
ter than thole imported, are daily 
made in many places in Peunfylvania* 
and all the gunfmiths everywhere con- 
stantly employed. In this country, 
my Lord, the boys, as foon as they 
can difcharge a gun, frequently exer- 
cife themfelves, therewith, fome a 
fowling, and others a hunting. The 
great quantities of game, the many 
kjnds, and the great privileges of 
killing, make the Americans the bell 
markfmen iu the world, and tboufenda 
fupport their families principally by 
the feme, particularly riflemen on the 
frontiers, whofc obje&s are dter and 
turkeys . In marching through woods, 
one thoufand of thefe riflemen would 
cut to pieces ten thoufand of your 
beft troops. I don't, my Lord, (peak 
at random, or write partially ; I have 
travelled too much among theie men 
to be infenfible of their abilities, — • 
Oh, my Lord ! If yourLordfliip knew 
but one half what I know of America, 
your Lord (hip would not perfift, but 
be inftantly for peace, or refign. — 
But, my Lord, conftru? this epiitle as 
you pkjfc; neverihelejs, my mean- 
ing is, that it mould not in the leaft 
convey, or even biut, any thingabout 
the legality or illegality of the un- 
happy difpute. Many great and ce- 
lebrated writers have moved every 
nerve, but hitherto in vain. Wnat 
then can I do, who am but a babe ? 
Not much truly ; but when a houfe 
is iii flames, all run without diftinc- y 
tion, fome with buckets, fome with 
gmpplings, and others with engines, 
waning they providentially mayex- 
tinguiflithe fire. Now, my Lord, the 
Britiih empire is reajly in flames ! I can- 
not therefore be inactive. Suffer ihen 
the infigniiicant with the moft figni- 

* Store-wjfeh bvwtd to B<$im> tokt* 
f>j tk$ Gwttatnud Cppiwn** 

ficant. 
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ficant, to help forward with fomething* 
I prefent therefore for your Lordfhip*s 
acceptance, an engine of fafts : the 
carved works are but homely ; but 
the effential parts are found, and fub- 
ftantial : try them lawfully and faith- 
fully, and I (by God's permiffion) 
will pledge my life they will t ftand 
the teft ; fac*b are at all times proof 
againft the moft inveterate foes. By 
vtzy of appertenances, I mnft add, — 
Up the North riverain the province 
df New York, there is erecled an im- 
pregnable fort, againft^ which veflels 
cannot poffibly many minutes furvive. 
In the New England governments, 
batteries are already mack before moil 
of their fea-ports. The minute-men 
beforementiened, like firemen, have 
all things proper and ready to attend 
on the firft alarm. The American 
coaft, long as it is, both by land and 
iea, is faithfully watched, and pofts 
are everywhere eftablilhed. Whether 
therefore adminiftration have in view 
the eaft or weft of the continent, it 
matters not ; fet but a foot a (bore to 
execute their plan, and the fame will 
inftantlv find enemies ; nay, let thon- 
fands be landed, and they will imme- 
diately find fwarmsof foes ; for the 
ele&rical pofts riding day and night 
will foon make them ienuble thereof. 
My Lord, adminiftration have not one 
friend they can call theirs in every 
refpeft, that is a refident among the 
Americans; they have feveral, it is 
true, who for fordid gain, ai5l under 
the Rofe; but woe to them if they 
ihould be discovered. Many exam- 
ples have been already made, arid 
this may be relied on-; that in a few 
months (as ways and means are now 
under confideration) adminiftration 
will in every refpeft in America be 
friendlefs. The deftroying of Fal- 
mouth, and Lord Dunmore's procla- 
matjon, proclaiming a jubilee to the 
flaves and convicts in Virginia, pro- 
vided they repair to the royal ftand 1 
ardin due time, have exafpeiated the 



Americans beyond defcrlption, and 
made the breach infinitely wider.- — 
A few days ago his Lordfhip's party 
was repuMed with great lofs. His 
Lordmip, my Lord, can do nothing 
but caufe the men and treafure now 
under his command to be facrificed 
and expended in vain ; for he is fur- 
rounded by hundreds of the beft rifle- 
men, who have driven his troops out 
of their intrenchments, &c, Moft, if 
not all, by this timej of his Majefty's 
Governors are afloat, and rendered 
incapable of fulfilling your Lordfhips 
commands *. 

* The moft celebrated military au- 
thors are reprinted for the ufe of the 
young officers, that they may be fur- 
niftied with every pre-requifite againft 
fpring. The fhip-carpenters are very 
bufy in getting the reft of the priva- 
teers ready, and alfo other hands to 
equip them wholly for failing. 

* Now, Right Honourable Sir, 
what will you do ? Where will your 
Lqrdfhip look ? Where can admini- 
ftration fix their ideas with the leaft 
view of fuccefs f Say, my Lord, that 
their troops are good ; the Americans 
have again and again repulfed them ; 
not one plan of adminiftration hath 
had the wifhed for fuccefs ; in gene- 
ral they have turned out abortive. — 
Say further, that 20 or 30,000, nay 
double the numbers mail be fent to 
fubdue the Americans, — 10,000 (de- 
fcending to the tamp phrafe) may 
nearly ferve for a breakfaft, or rather 
do for a relifh, and fa from time to 
time Britifh troops may be transported 
for the American Jizerifee* But admi- 
niftration can deftroy all their feaports ; 
I reply, a few months ago they might 
have wrought fuch devaftation s but 
now they will find' it impracticable. 
Some harbours are blocked up, batte- 
ri«. before others eredled, as above- 

* Each riding at anchor before his 
gevcrnmenty or as near as convenience 
twill admit. . 

mentioned j 
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mentioned, and when the icy impedi- 
ments are diflblved in their harbours, 
no marvel, my Lord, iffome of the 
Britifli armament, as well as tranf- 
ports, or ftore-fhips be taken : about 
an hundred privateers, with the moft 
intrepid marines, and thofe perfons, 
who laft natural war immortalized 
their names, again chofen for captains, 
are (touching their fchemes) no con- 
temptible enemy by fea. Convinced 
I am folly, that an hundred thousand 
of the beft troops Europe can raife 
will not fubdiiethe Americans, nor 
make them acquiefce in the parlia- 
mentary claims— Let government fay 
what they pleafe in favour of their 
forces — Remember* my Lord, the 
Americans have juft fuch blood, the 
like courage, the fame fpirits, and are 
equal in colour and Harare, and as 
well difciplined. , Some of their fa- 
thers, grand-fathers, and great-grand- 
Jathers, are' to Britifh dull returned, 
.and in filent repofe, while their fons 
andgrand-fons are ftruggl ng for their 
birth-rights : for they traditionally or 
conftitutionally cetain.the idea of liber- 
ty, and with him of old fay, * God for- 
bid that nve fhoold fell the inheritance 
of ww fathers !' Whether this will be 
believed or not, I don't know ; but 
one thing I know, albeit the King 
requefteth, neverthelefs, like Naboth, 
they will refill even urjto death; — 
Blefled be God, we have no Jezebel 
to ftir up his Majefty, for his Confort 
is the bell of Queens, and as fuch the 
Americans extol her t Majefty daily. 
Perhaps, my Lord, this may be viewed 
as partiality ; but I can affure your 
Lordfhip, I write from conviction, 
and not from a partial fpirit. If I 
am charged anywhere herein with 
partiality, as it is moft natural and 
alfo very faihionable now to aft the 
{jcophant where one's intereft is, I 
certainly flatter your Lordfhip (as I 
fear too many have) for I have no 
ictercft nor kindred here, nor hopes 
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of intereft for, or reward for any thing 
of this nature that I have done or can 
do. But I have immenfe hopes 
and views. My time here is very 
fhort, and ere long I fhall be in a 
world of fpirits, where the moft noble, 
the right honourable and reverend 
perfons mull all appear ; * I know 
not therefore how to give flattering 
.titles unto man : for in fo doing mr 
-Maker would foon take me away/ 
- * If figuratively two perfons may 
reprefent both parties in difonte, there 
is a ftriking fimilarity in (acred writ^ 
with which your Lordfhip is perfectly 
acquainted, and by which I beg per* 
million to mention the following; 
things. 

* I view both fides, as to their 
precious blood, as good old Jacob 
viewed his fons, Jofeph and Benja*- 
tmin, and am equally with him iuh 
willing that either fhould be flatti.— 
Jf the Britifh troops muft be repre* 
fented by the elder brother, grieved 
to my very heart I muft be to hear 
that he is facrificed ; and if the Ame- 
rican forces may be compared to the 
younger, I fhall equally lament hia 
death.— May God of his infinite mer- 
cy fave both by a fpeedy accommo* 
dation. Benjamin hath repeatedly 
petitioned Jofeph for redrefs of griev- 
ances ; but Jofeph would not receive 
his petitions, but made himfdf ftrange, 
and fpake roughly unto him, charg- 
ing him with having and holding 
unjuftly Pharaoh's cup * of which the 
poor lad is perfectly innocent*— Oh 
that Jofeph would take Benjamin in 
his arms and embrace him, for the J 
are brothers! If Benjamin haveerrM, 
let the age and wifdora of Jofeph 
overlook and obliterate all : let him 
no longer refrain, but fall on his neck 
and kifs him, and let love and vir- 
tue re- unite them* As Jofeph em- 

* Net rendering unto Cafar the things 
which he Cajar's* 

braced 
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-braced and Owned SenjfcnSm as bis -powder, Sails, arid Jwffvifions^ 
Jbrother, and returned hts money, fo 
Jet eke Parent ftate .embrace and own 
-the colonies wifbout fee' or reward, 
and ia&antfy the 4wofd on both fides 
wiH be iheathed f and then Berijasnin 
tia nfual wiH go And carry corn and 
fnoney to Jofeph, arid take his fuperb 
clothing in exchange. But if jofeph 
will yet refrain and not he reconciled, 
Benjamin ^determined to clothe him- 
self with hk own Wool, and keep his 
•money and fend his corn to other 
merchantmen. Let facts, my Lord, 
«(pologize for pro&tity ; I will coo*- 
clude now with a few Ikies. 

* The. Americans may be led with 
a hair ; but they have too much Engh* 
Jife -blood in them, are' too well dis- 
ciplined, and too numerous to -fee 
driven even by an hundred thoufond 
of the beft forces government can 
laife. Where government can pre* 
duGeone thoufand on the continent, 
America with as much eafe and ex- 
pence can produce ten thoufand in 
apportion : for -men, women and 
children are againft the proceedings 
of adminLftrarion throughout the U- 
nited Colonies to a wonderful ma* 
jority. The women, both old and 
young, being greatly irritated at the 
inflexibility of adminiftration, are not 
only willing their fens and brothers 
fliould turn out in the field., but al$ 
declare that they will give them up 
and theirfelves likewife as a facrifice 
before they will bow to Pharaoh's 
taik-ma&ers ; this makes the raif- 
iag of troops on the continent very 
eafy. - Let a, perfon go into any pro- 
vince, city, town, or county, and a& 
fhe females, ' Are you willing your 
ions or brothers mould go for foldiers 
and defend their liberties V they would 
feveraHy answer, ' Yes, with all my 
leu), and if they won't go, I won't 
own them as my fons, or brothers ; 
£>r J'il help rifyietf if (here ftufcld be 
any need of mine ;.if I can'i .fiaod 
an the ranks, I can help forward with Maryland, Dec, 20, 1775 



•1 
.prefently this will appear more pelra- 

dd. Laft fummer I faw in Phila- 
delphia a company of fchoal-boys, 
«caHed the Academy Company * in their 
armforms, with real arms and colours, 
. Upon this, I afkedhow many fuch com- 
panies were in the city, and for what 
they were defigrred ; to. which I was 
aniwered by a gentlewoman the mother 
of two of this company: * There are 
three companies, and as to the^defigfl, 
they are to learn the art or theory 
of war ; and If there ihould be any 
•occafion for them in the field of bat tie, 
•they will .go, for they are all vohuv 
iteers ; but I for my part am, I do 
■flwr, Sir, heartily willing to facrifice 
'my'ibns^ibelievingthat with fuch fa- 
crifice God & well qrttafed : for he 
shas hitherto marvellou&y bldfled our 
•arms and conquered, .our enemies for 
-Qs, and he who in the days of his 
^efhfpoiled.prmcipalieies and powers, 
and made a ihew of them openly, 
•will in the end, 1 doubt not, evince 
the world that he is conqueror. This, 
my Lord, is the language of the 
American women ; your Lordfhip 
knows it is generally the reverfe with 
the Englilh,the mother's and fitter's 
lives are bound hj> hi the boys ; bat 
I am afraid I ihall tpefpafs on yoar 
XiOrdmip's patience, Therefor*, 

* In the great name, *and for the 
irake of the ever bleffed Trinity, I 
now befeech your Lordftiip to weigh 
thoroughly and with patience, impar- 
tiality, andlove,tMsnairatrveoffa€ls; 
and may that every bfctffed adorable 
perfon Jefus Chrift, the wcmderfTfl 
councellor and prince of peace, give 
your Lordmfp- a right judgement and 
underftandkg in all things, an3eomi- 
cil and influence admin titration to aft 
wifely, and repeal th^atts in dHpufe, 
and fo make peace. I am, my' Lord, 
Four Lordihip^s ready arid wilihigfer- 
vant, for Chtift's: fake. 

S.P. 
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9k S. Some months ago I fully in- 
tended to fee your Lordfhip before 

' now ; bat the prohibition of expor- 
tation taking place before I could 
finifc my bufinefs here, hath ren- 
dered it very difficult for me to em- 
bark at prefent ; the firft eligible 
opportunity in the fpring (if any 
ihould offer) I intend to embrace 
and embark for Europe. 

From the Ptnnfyl*vama Jo&rnal. 

TV tb* Free/not of the Protrince of Pout- 

fyl*oania. 

* Some men talk of peace and re- 
conciliation in a way that does little 
credit to their underftandings, and lefs 
to their political principles, Ifhoneft, 
they are cowards ; if knaves, they are 
fools* The excellence of the Englifh , 
conftitution, and the happinefs we en- 
joyed in a ftate of dependence on 
Great-Britaiff were fpoken of with 
fuch warmth, eagernefs and feeming 
devotion, that I am turned out of the 
path I had prefcribed for myfelf, to 
Jet the matter in its true light. 

' My Signature is Solus Populi, and 
ltiy profetted defign is to throw out 
fuch hints to your confideration as may 
tend to the advantage of the great 
North American community without 
regard to feci or party, or to this or 
that one's fentiments or intereft, where 
the welfare of the whole world may 
be injured thereby. H* therefore who 
would facrifice the public to private 
intereft, and whofe views extend not 
to the general good of his country, 
will find little to pleafe him in what I 
advance. I give this cautionary ad- 
monition however to every one, that 
as he regards his future welfare and 
happinefs, and wifhes to merit the 
divine favour, let him now conduct 
himielf. We are not brought into 
our prefent critical eircumftances for 
nothing : and if we neglect to make 
the belt of them we \Vill fcarcely ob- 
tain th« approbation of the Almighty. 

* Though much might be faid not 
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very advantageouf'to the Britifh co* 
fH ration, yet I will wave it for the 
prefent. She moll ailuredly has not 
yet found out any effectual method of 
fecuring the rights of the people from 
the encroachments of the crown. But 
be her conftitution ever fo good, it is" 
little to us. That conftitution is cer-* 
tainly not very extraordinary, which 
has not vigour fufRcient to fupport 
itfelf againftthe flighted attack ; and 
this is the conftitution of the colonies. 
In all your endeavours to preferve 
your privileges, did it ever enter into 
your heads to apply to the powers of 
your conftitution for protection ? No, 
and if it had, what would it have done 
for you ? Nothing. Mercantile com- 
binations have done more in a few 
months for the prefervation of the li- 
berties of America than all your con- 
ftitutional powers would have effected 
in ten thoufand years. It Is for this 
reafon that, the tories and an admini- 
ftration which is doing all in its power. 
to enflave you wi(h to fee every thing 
pafs through, what they affect to call 
a constitutional channel. I fay, mer- 
cantile combinations have done more 
in a few months than all ourcoriftitu- 
tional powers could have effected in 
ten thoufand years, and yet every 
one who reflects how reluctantly tfcat 
meafure was lately complied with, 
will leave little to the hazard of fuch 
future combinations. On this preca- 
rious tenure have we held every pri- 
vilege which fhduld be dear to man 
for thefe twelve years paft : and oa 
this tenure we mull yet hold them, if 
fome people can have their way, 

' The happinefs we enjoyed in a 
ftate of dependency on Great-Britain 
before the year 1763, is the cry with. 
which they hope to lull us to reft 01 
the lap of an abandoned government, 
. which knows no right but the plea- 
tore of a Prince, and his courtly i'y~ 
cophants. That we occafionally en- 
joyed a ftate of much happineft bo^h 
before and fmoethe year 1763, cannot 
N bo 
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|>e denied, but the portion of that hap- has a mailer 
pinefs which aroie from our depen- 
dence on Great-Britain is not quite 
fc evident as fome people may ima- 
gine. Let us examine this matter 
with candour and honefty : and here 
it mull ftrike us at firft view, that we 
enjoyed more happinefs when they let 
vs alone, than when they exercifed any 
degree of that authority over us> which- 
as long as we are dependent we mult 
acknowledge theypouefs. This, 1 ap- 
prehend, is not faying much for the 
J^appineis of a ftate of dependency on 
Great-Britain. Whence fprung our 
happinefs then, will fome people en- 
quire ? I will unfold to you the fource 
of that happinefs you fo pant after, 
and which, if you purfue the path 
pointed out to you by providence, 
will fhortiy return and remain with 
you for ages, in all probability, until 
the curtain which divides time from 
eternity is withdrawn, and the. fcenery 
of this world brought to a period. 

It fprung from the fertility of the 



foil, and the fobriety, indufiry and 
equality of the inhabitants alone : 
fources from whencahappinefs always 
has, and ever wilt fpring to the peo- 
ple who are fo favoured of heaven as 
to be poiTeiled of them. Take away 
any one of thefe fources and you take 
away a proportional part of the hap- 
pinefs you enjoyed: take them all 
away, and were your dependence on 
Great- Britain ten times what it is at 
prefent, you would not be happy. Our 
dependence on Great-Britain never 
did, nor never could add the ten 
tooufandth part of a grain to that 
happinefs which flowed io abundantly 
to us from the forementioned fources. 
It is not in the nature of dependence 
to confer happinefs, but the rtverh. 
Every depenutney pie-iu> pofes a kind 
of mafrcry, and there is but one only 
that can 'bellow happinefs, viz. a de- 
pendence upon God. ' We .enjoyed 
happinefs in a ftate o.f dependence, 
but not from that ftate. He who is 
a defendant has a mafte^r, and he who 



is a fervant, if-not 4 
flave. 

The ftate of equality which, as yet 
fubfifts among us, and ought for ever 
to be preferved, is a principal^ource 
both of our happinefs and of the pre- 
fervation of our liberties. Any one 
who will read the minifterial pamphlet 
entituled, A Utter from the People of 
Great- Britain to the People of America, 
will there find how eagerly they wirti 
to form diftinctions amongft us, that 
they may create a few more tool* of 
oppreflion. They wi{h to fee us af- 
pire to nobility, and are ready to gra* 
tify us whenever we do. They caa 
now depend only on the crown officers 
and their dependants, with a few of 
the heads of fome feels in religion, 
who prefer bafking in the funfliine of 
Britifh royalty and court favour, to 
the fitnple practice of the pure, religion 
of their forefathers. Only be recon- 
ciled for a few years longer, until 
they raifed a number of our firft men 
to the different ranks of nobility, and 



then preferveyour liberties if you can* 
' Some think they fay every thing 
againfl a, ftate of independence by 
crying out, that in a ftate of depend- 
ance we enjoyed the protection of 
Great-Britain ; aye, and when we en- 
joyed fomething elfe-, which founds 
not fo agreeably we enjoyed a large 
fhare in the wars, with thefe favour- 
able circumftances, that every war be- 
tween Great-Britain and France is 
principally carried on in America, 
and that we aflift her through thefe 
wars only to give her an opportunity, 
of quarrelling with us afterwards. 

* But do not we pay dearly for. this- 
protection ? The reftriction of our 
trade alone is worth ten times the, 
protection, befides the fums we pay 
in cuftoms and other duties .to the 
amouat of more than a million annu- 
ally. The cuftoms of the port of 
London alone are near two millions 
fterlingper annum. How many Lon- 
don or America may contain a, cen- 
tury, hence if me now becomes inde- 
pendent, 
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pemtert, <Sod only knows. Our pre 
prefent dependancy cofts us as much 
in twenty years now, as would enable 
us with the Divine afliftance to finifh 
the prefent war with fuecefs, and 
<prote& our trade in a ftate of inde- 
pendency for five hundred years to 
come, 

4 Let us for once (ixppofc an inde- 
pendency, that we may obiervc the 
consequence. We fhould then trade 
with every nation that would trade 
with us, /".-*. with every nation in Eu- 
rope at Jeaft. Suppoie we were at- 
tacked by fome foreign power in this 
ftate of independency, for this is the 
bugbear ; what then ? the nation that 
would be fool enough to do it would 
raife a hornet's neft about its ears ; 
for what nation would ftand by and 
without a murmur fee itfelf cut off 
from the fource of trade it enjoys with 
America, which would be the cafe 
were wc once fubdued. No, every 
nation which enjoyed a fhare of our 
trade would be guarantee for the 
peaceable behaviour and good condudb 
of its neighbours ; and Great'Britain 
herfelf twenty years hence become a 
firm friend and ally, if her friendfhip 
could then be worth the acceptance, 
ibr the twentieth part of that trade 
fbe now affects to defpife. But it 
could never be the intereft of any 
other nation to make war with us af- 
ter we had obliged Great-Britain to 
let us alone. Can i| ever be the in- 
tereft of America to make war upon 
JLurope r no more can it be the in- 
tereft of any power in Europe to make 
war upon America, .after fhe has 
fought herfelf into a ftate of indepetf. 
dency. To aft what fhouJd we do for 
iieets to protect, our trade, is as ab- 
furd, as to afk if timber grows in Ame- 
rica, puring this prefent war we 
reed fleets, and it may be owing to 
the weaknefs of human counfels that 
we entered fo late into any raeafure 
for that purpofe. Had we fitted out 
$q or 70 of our l)dt failing vcfTeb, 



) 

and the moment the Ring's lhip* 
feized the firft of our veneU legally 
cleared out, fent them off to the Weifc 
Indies with orders to feize every 
Englifh veflcl that came in their way, 
we would not now be infiilted by 
iieets on our coafts, nor our towns be 
xlaily in danger of being reduced to 
afhes. They would have had fome- 
-thing elfe to bufy themfelves with,— 
But the war once over, fleets to pro? 
tect our trade will be nearly unne- 
ceflary. Our trade will protect itfelC 
It never will be the intereft. of any 
nation to difturb our trade, while wt 
trade freely with it, and it will ever 
be our intereft to trade freely with all 
nations. As long as the wide Atlaiir 
tic ocean rolls between us and Europe, 
fo long will we be free from foreigm 
fubj-^ction were we once clear tf 
Great-Britain ; and as long as wc 
remain free from foreign fubjection ( 
fo long will our trade protect itfelf. 

* Our fituation in this refpect it 
peculiar to ourfelves, we have np 
haughty neighbouring tyrant to dif«* 
turbour internal repoie, and the fleets 
of no nation will difturb us on the 
high feas, while a commercial inter- 
courfe fubfifts between us. The conr 
fequence of independency to America, 
if me make a right ufe of the prefent 
occafion, will be a perfect itate of 
political liberty, a good found whole- 
fome conftitution, a free and enlarged 
trade, and peace to the end of time, 
unlefs our fins (hould bring down tht 
divine vengeance upon us. That of 
a connection with Great-Britain on 
the principles of our former depen- 
dency is a weak, feeble, unwholeibme 
conflitution, unable to. ftand againft 
the fligjueft fhock, a very reitricted 
lofing trade, and the profpectof being 
the feat of every war between Great- 
Britain and France as long as tha$ 
connection flull laft. 

' Every profpect of the future 

ftrongly invites ,us to embrace inde- 

peadency, ajid what is of thegreate$ 

N2 weight 
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Weight with me, ftfery providential 
occurren e for more than twenty yeari 
paft feems preparatory to it. The 
faft war trained many of us to the ufe 
of arms, and taught us to look ftead- 
faftly into the face of an enemy, the 
conqueror of Canada, with the Ca- 
nada bill, a twelve years ftruggle a- 
gainft oppreffion to wean oar affec- 
tions, our prefent happy and unex- 
ampled union, and a fuccefiful end of 
the firfl campaign of a righteous war 
againft the oppreffions of the ftate wc 
depended on, have fixed the time for 
that independency, which even the 
prefent adminjftration acknowleges 
*nuft one day take place. . The voice 
of God therefore to America appears 
at prefent to be, * If you will remain 
free and happy, if you wife not to 
entail a civil war or flavery on your 
offspring, if you fpill not your bood 
, *t prefent in vain, and defpiie not what 
I have been doing for you thefe twenty 
years paft, though you know it not ; 
ix a conflitution which will give per- 
fect liberty to all mv people now in, 
or that hereafter (hall fly to America 
For fhelter from tyranny and oppref- 
fion, and declare for independency 
immediately, and put your truft in 
me alone for fuccefs. 

SALUS POPULI. 

From the jame. 
To thj People cf Pennfylvania. 
' In my i«il directed to you, I 
pointed out the consequences of an 
independency, fo far as it refpects 
the ftates of Europe. The reasons 
on wh;ch I- founJeil our iafety from 
foreign invafrms, I chink, will fcarce- 

* ly be denied", or if they fliould, not 
eafily confuted. I hear but little faid 
on that heal at prefent. Perhaps 
it ce^fes to* be a fcarecrovv and is 
therefor-' taken uown ; but as it will 
never do for the enemies of our li- 
beries to give up the point, it is only 
fo hang upone more terrific in his Head. 
In rciraiecoai'uiions, continual war>wirh 

dach other j*>e^ublic and preffryteriau 



governments, oompofe the bugbear of 
the day, and the very name of them 
frightens people more than the whola 
force of Great-Britain. My prefent 
defign is to remove this dreadful chi- 
mera from your imaginations, and to 
fhew you that nothing but a reluc- 
tance in you to independency can ever 
be the caufe of any fuch evila, and I 
carneftly crave your attention to the 
fubject, and intreat you to weigh my 
reafons impartially- 

' In the firfl place then, it never 
was, nor can it ever be die intereft of 
any civil fociety to exalt any fet of 
religious tenets above all others, or to 
unite the church and date. Mod of 
the wars, which deluged the world in 
blood for centuries together, arofe 
from this falfe ' policy. The prieft- 
hood of any feet in religion, with 
forrow I repeat t, can eafily be made 
the tools of tyranny and arbitrary 
power. To crowned heads they are 
ufeful ; but where no fuch exift, there 
eftablifhments of the kind are truly 
a nuifance. We have no eftabliftw 
ment in this province, and confer 
quently little diftinction of fects, all 
men live in good neighbourhood with 
one another, however different in re- 
ligious fentiments. The J tates-Ge- 
neral, even inf the days of fiery per- 
fection, foon found the necefliy of 
effectually excluding religion from in- 
terfering in Hate affairs, and in our 
days when thatfage is totally deftroy- 
ed, and mankind have learned to 
think' more liberally, none can fufpect 
any thing of the kind ; but ihofe 
who labour incelTantly to dWcrvc it. 
And yet they have been hitherto dis- 
appointed and I hope ever will. J 
know the prefent Continental Con- 
grefs, or any other affembly of men 
of fentiment and education in A me* 
rica. would as foon agree to fubject 
the united colonies to the King of 
CdFieria, or to the fee of Rome, as 
to any one feet of religion now exift- 
in the wjorld. JDoubtiei*, every fc3 

wi{ 
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will be permitted to enjoy its com- 
plete privileges within itfelf. But for 
any one to be allied to the ftate is 
abfurd to imagine. Depend on it, 
they who hold it up to terrify you be- 
lieve no fuch thing. They cannot 
jmlcis they have taken leave of Jfieir 
feafes. In the next place war is not, 
nor can it ever be our element.— 
Trade and agriculture axe the true 
fources of wealth and happinefs to a 
fociety. The majority of no nation 
ever gained any thing by war, ex- 
cept when in defence of their privi- 
leges. And even in that cafe die 
retaining them is the utmoft they can 
expe£L An ambitious monarch, who 
prefers felf-exaltation to the blood of 
his fubjecls may be for war, becaufe 
as the war is carried on at the expence 
of the people, and he alone reaps the 
rewards of victory, he has a chance 
to be a gainer thereby. His fubjecls 
cannot, For they mull not only £ght 
his battles, but pay all the expence 
of the war. I iet it down therefore, 
that the rep refentatives of a free peo- 
ple, if free from the influence of 
royalty, can never be for war, except 
when the rights of the fociety are in- 
vaded. 

* Befides the colonies are at pre- 
fent nearly on an equality with ref- 
ped to warlike knowledge, and will 
t>a completely fo before the prefent 
war is at an end. There will there- 
fore be no temptation on that fcore, 
and all the regular troops, as long as 
fuch are neeaful, will be in the pay 
of the continent, and can never be 
employed by one colony againft ano- 
\ ther. fiifband them at the end of 
the war, and fettle them on planta- 
tons, or affift them in fetting up 
their trades, and let your itrength 
eonfift in a well regulated militia, and 
you will have done with war for ever. 

' For freemen to prefr r the chance 
of war to peace, liberty, trade, and 
agriculture, is as unnatural as to pre- 
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• fer wounds, bruifes, poverty, and 
death, to health, riches, and all the 
pleafures and enjoyments of life. To 
fee a fociety of faring, tradefmen, 
and merchants quit their peaceful em- 
ployments and make 1 war upon one 
another would be a phenomenon 
which the world has not yet beheld, 
and I will venture to fay never will. 
God has placed us at the greateft 
diftance poffible from external oppre£ 
fors, and he has placed our intercft as 
far from internal ones. 

Some men have an uncommon ta- 
lent at making men forget what is 
before them, and calling off their at- 
tention from certainty to fpccula- 
tion, from truths fupported by fails 
to chimerical fuppofitions, and from 
what really exifts, to what never can 
exift, and they can make many be- 
lieve the One fo firmly, that it is 
fcarcely in the power of felf-evidence 
to overcome their credulity. Hence 
it is that fo many ihudder at the 
thoughts of what will happen to us 
after we are fairly let kiofe from 
Great-Britain, and are frightened aU 
moft out of their fenfes, on account 
of the divifions which wil then difturb 
our internal repofe. 

I have heard it alledged by* abl* 
politicians, that the reafon which in- 
duced the crown to give fo many 
different conftitutions to the feveral 
colonies, was that it might make a 
union of them impracticable. Be this 
as it may, it is certain that a union of 
our legislatures in any oppofttion to 
the crown, was impracticable. It 
was not, nor is it now in our power 
to get any governor on the continent, 
except two, to give his aflbnt to any 
bill for the purpofe, and according to 
the conftitution of the colonies no act 
of our affemblies can be deemed law 
without fuch affent. This fhews the 
evir of a negative on the voice of the 
people. Now though a conititutional 
Union of the colonies by their legi na- 
tures 
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tpre$ was impracticable, and though 
the miniftry and their tor/ friends 
exerted their utmoft inflaence to pre- 
vent any kind of union, and to break 
It afterwards, yet it took place and 
flill continues, contrary to every ex- 
pectation and endeavour of internal 
and external enemies. All. colony 
diftin&ions are now at an end, and 
curfed will he be who endeavours to 
irvive them. Can any be fo ftupid 
as to believe, that they who remain 
united without law, without autho- 
rity, and without reftraint, merely 
becaufe they know it to be their in- 
tereft, will bret-k that union when it 
ftall beeftaplifced under a continental 
legislature, and fupported by public 
authority. The fame intereft and 
wifdom which joined again ft fuch odds 
will certainly keep us together when 
aided by conflitution and law. The 
arts of peace ever form the true bafis 
of haman felicity, and while we re- 
main free that mutual intercourfe 
which adds wealth to every focial 
enjoyment will beconftantly preferred 
to the wildfehemes of mad ambition, 
which purchase a few gratifications to 
one, at the|niceof the lairing mifery 
of thoufands* 

To imagine therefore that our re- 
maining united, until we had obliged 
Great-Britain to acknowledge us an 
independent people, would be caufe of 
future wars among the colonies, is 
as abfurd and irrational as to imagine 
that harmony could produce difcord. 
On the contrary every caufe or quar- 
rel would for ever fubiide. All the 
un located lands in America would be 
taken under the care of the conti- 
nental legislature, and fettled upon 
one general plan, which would pre- 
rent a thoufand contentions which 
siult remain while they ^are in the 

fift of the crown. Lands will then 
e equally open to all America will 
be the country, and all of us as much 
c*e people as the inhabitants of any 



one colony are at -prefent. JLet pro, 
per care be taken by the people at 
large at the time of forming the con* 
tinental conftitution, to fix fuch aa 
equal plan of reprefentarion, on prin- 
ciples which will continue it fa, at 
willjnake the general good and ger 
neraT intereft, and to fecure that- mo- 
tion to power and authority, which 
is neceflary to prefervc it from cor- 
ruption by a conftant rotation, and 
war will be unknown in America. 
[To he continued J\#C*12Z 
Philadelphia, March zu In Con* 
grefs, Refolved this day, That it be 
recommended to the feveral affem- 
blies, conventions, and councils, er 
committees of fafety, and committee* 
of correfpondence and inflection, 
that they exert their utmoit endea- 
vours .o promote the culture of 
hemp, flax, and cotepn, and growth 
pf wool, In thefe United Colonies. 

* Rcfolved, That it be recom- 
mended to the faid aflfemblies, con- 
ventions, and councils, or committees 
of Safety, that they lake the eankft 
measures for erecting and efkbiifhing, 
in each and every coloiy, a fociety 
for the improvement of agriculture, 
arts, manufactures, and commerce j 
and to maintain a correfpondence be- 
tween fuch focieties, that the rich 
and numerous natural advantages of 
this country, for fu>. porting its i.ha* 
bitants, may not be neglected. 

* Reiolved, That it berecommendt 
ed to the faid affemblies, conventions, 
and councils, or committees of fufety, 
that, they forthwith confider of way* 
and means of introducing the manu- 
factures of duck and fail cloth, and 
Heel, into fuch colonies where they 
are not now pnderflood ; and of en- 
couraging, increafmg and improving 
them where they are. 

. March 26. Refolved, That any goods, 
wares, and merchandizes, except itavea 
and empty a<flts, other than fhaken, 
or knocked down, caiks for xiolafies, 

way 
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^aybe exported from the Thirteen 
United Colonies, by the inhabitants 
thereof, and by the people of all fuch 
countries as are not fubject to the 
King of Great-Britain, to any parts 
of the world, which are not under the. 
dominion of the faid King; provided 
that no veflel be permitted to export 
^ny greater numDer of fhaken or 
knocked down molafies cafes than the 
fame, veflel is capable of carrying 
tvhen they Hhall be filled with mo- 
l&fics. 

* Reiblved,That any goods, wares, 
and merchandizes, except fuck as are 
of the growth, production, and ma- 
nufacture «f» or brought from, any 
country under the dominion of the 
King of Great-Britain, and except 
£ail-India te*, may be imported from 
tny other parts of the world, to the 
^Thirteen United Colonies, by the in - 
kab tants thereof, and by the people 
of ail fuch countries that are not fub- 
ject to the faid King, liable however 
to all fuch dpties and impofitions as 
Bow are or may hereafter be laid by 
ajiy of the laid colonies. 

* Re'olved, That nothing herein 
contained (hall be understood to pre- 
sent fuch future commercial regula- 
tions as (hall be thought juH and nc- 
ceflVy by thefe United Colonies, or 
their re fpective legiflatures. 

* Refolved, That no flaves be im- 
ported into any of the Thirteen United 
Colonies- 

* Refolved, That all goods, wares/ 
and merchandizes, except fuch as are 
made prize of, which (hall be import- 
ed directly or indirectly from Great- 
Britain or Ireland, int> any of thefe 
tjnited Colonies, contrary to the re- 
gulations eilablifhed by Congreis, 
£|iall be forfeited, and aifpoied of a- 
^reeable to fuch rules as fhall be 
made by the feveral aflemblies or 
conventions, and fhall be liable to 
profecution and condemnation in any 
«jourt erected,, or to be erected, fyr 



the determination of maritime affairi 

in the colony where the feizure fhaH 

be made. By order of the Congrefs. 

John Hancock, Prtfident* 



London, May 28. This day were 
difmifTed, the Earl of HoldernefTe, 
Governor to the Prince of Wales, 
and Bifhop of Ofnaborgh, &c. Dr- 
Markham, Bifhop of Chefter, Pre- 
ceptor 3 Leonard Smelt, Efq; Sub- 
Governor, and the Rev. Cyril Jack- 
fon, Sub-Preceptor. The reafbn a£- 
figned for t^efe unexpected removals 
was, in fubitance, that Lord Holder- 
nefie disapproved of Mr. Jackfon** 
employing too large a (hare of the 
Prince's time in Latin, that his Lord- 
fhip had faid more time ought to bo 
allowed for the external accomplifh- 
ments (i. e. the graces), and com- 
plained of the Sub-preceptor's con- 
duct in thefe inftances to the 
King, who thereupon difmifled Mr. 
Jackfon. The Bifhop of Chefter 
thought this conduct of Lord Holder- 
nefie exceedingly difrefpectful to him- 
felf ; and told his Lordfhtp that he 
ought to have made his complaint a* 
gainft the Sub-preceptor to the Pre- 
ceptor, and not to the King. The 
Bifhop defired an audience, and ftated 
this matter to his Majefty, who ex- 
prefled his fenfe of Mr. Jackfon's 
fervioes and attention to his children ; 
but Lord HoldernefTe's complaint he 
faid was fo ftrong, he faw one of thera 
muft go, and therefore he had dif- 
mifTed Mr. Jackfon ; Lord Hol- 
dernefTe being a man of high rank, 
family, &c. Upon this Lord Hokler- 
nefTe defired to refign ; and Mr. Smelt, 
who for fbme time had wiihed to re- 
tire, defired to refign alfc As the 
Govsmor and Preceptor difagreed, 
his Mfjefty thought fit to difmiis the 
whole : he made afiurances to the 
Biihop of Chefter of his protection. 
Lord Bruce was appointed Governor, 
with a. promlic to be created Earl 

of. 
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AyTeflniry, and !)iv rtmJ, Biftlop of could get of the cburie tliey itaifr 
Litchfield, was appointed Preceptor ; fleering, judged their defign was td 
~~ " cut off the retreat of the guard, which 

cbrififted only of 6b men. Captain 
Barnes immediately marched his guard 
off the neck to the edge of the 
marfh, and juft efcaped them, and 
left the guns that had been fired 
fhould not alarm the camp, he had 
fent offfeveral meflengers; the enemy 
marched along with two field-pieces, 
and ported them felves in fo advan- 
tageous a manner, that Capt. Barnet 
could not attack them with the leaft 
h pe of fucceC, but waited for the 
reinforcements. In the mean time 
the regulars improved every minnte 
of their time in fetting fire to the 
buildings on Dorchefter neck, while 
they flill moved towards the cattle, 
where boats were ready to receive 
them, but our troops were fo clofe 
upon them, that jthey put out the lire 
of fix or feven of the buildings, and 
reached the point next to the caftle 
before the regulars had reached the 
caftle, who had made prifoners of fix 
of the guard, and one old man, a* 
inhabitant. P. S. It is about tw» 
miles from the encampment at Dor- 
chefter over the caufeway, &c. to the 
faid guard-houfe, and one mile from 
thence to the point next the caftle^ 



and the Rev. W. Arnald, was ap- 
pointed Sub-preceptor ; but Lord 
Bruce feeling himfelf unequal to the 
"taft, and Lady Bruce difapproving of 
this promotion of his Lordihip, he 
iblicitcd leave to refign ; and on the 
fifth day of June, the Duke of Mon- 
tagu was appointed Governor, and 
Col. Geo. Hotham was appointed 
fiub-governor. Lord Carmarthen, who 
warned Lord Holderneffc's daughter, 
wa*made a Lord of the bed-chamber, 
in the room of Lord Bruce ; and 
Lord Bruce was, according to pro* 
xnife, created Earl of Aylelbury ; and 
made Governor of Windfor, in the 
room of the Duke of Montagu. 
- May 2. The Emperor of Germany 
Aas been advifed by Mr. Bolts (who 
liad a difpute with the Eaft India 
Company in England) to begin a 
trade with the Eaft-Indies. Mr. 
Bolts has been with the Emperor 
above three months. Eight (hips for 
Afia are fitting out at Leghorn, un- 
der the direction of Mr. Bolts ; they 
are to take cannon and other ftores, 
in order to make a fcttlement. 



The London Gazette having given a 
very Jhort account of the evacuation 
cfBojicn* (See page 56.) <we have 
jele&edfrom the fevered public prints, 
American and Englijb, with the af- 
fiftance of private information, the 
- follcvcing particu'ars. 
* Cambridge, Feb. 22. We hear from 
Dorchefter, that about four o'clock 
left Wednefday mominga large party 
of the minifterial troops were difco- 
vered crofling the ice on Bofton neck 
to Dorchefter neck, fuppofed to be 
about a thoufand ; the centry imme- 
diately difcharged his peace at them, 
and ran to the guard-houfe to inform 
Captain Barn s (who commanded the 
^uard) who had already taken the 
alarm by the centries firing their 
pieces ; and from information he 



As foon as the Congrefs heard of 
the Prohibitory Aft, and of the hiring 
of foreign troops, they fent orders to 
General Waftiington to decide the 
bufinefs at Bofton, that the army 
there might be ready to aft as exi- 
gencies lhould require. That officer 
thereupon changed his operations fronv 
a blockade to un attack. He began 
bombarding the town from a battery- 
ot* eighteen pounders upon Phipp'a 
farm, while he was preparing a more 
' important attack upon Dorchefter * 
heights. Thecanuonadefrom Phipps's 
farm laftcd feveral days; at length 
he opened his bomb battejry on the 
Dorchefter fide, and threw feveral 

fhella 
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fcctls into Bofton, which tct the town harbour, 
ton fire in feveral places, and fo alarm- 
fed General Howe, that he not only 
law the inevitable dcftruction of the 
town, while his troops were in it, 
but his communication with his own 
lines ifpon Bofton neck rendered dif- 
ficult and hazardous ; therefore he 
yeiblyed to diflddge the Provincials, 
if poflible, from their poft upon Dor- 
chefter heights ; but juft as he was 
preparing to put a body of troops 
into the boats, to be conveyed acrofs 
the little bay to Dorchefter, a terrible 
#orm arofe, the fea ran fo high there 
was the greateft danger, and the bank, 
which before was dry "and hard, be- 
came fo foft, the men moft have 
been above their knees in mud, be? 
fore they could have got to the boats. 
— Thefe difficulties obliged General 
Howe to abandon his defign for that 
day ; and next day the Provincials 
had made their works fo ftrong, he 
laid afide the defign entirely ; and 
refolved to quit Bofton, Such of the 
inhabitants as were defirous of going 
with him, being in number about 
1500, and who were moft obnoxious 
to the Americans, he ordered on board 
the fhips : the troops followed ; the 
ftores, and part of the cannon, were 
alfo put on board. General Wafhmg- 
ton entered Bofton with drums beat- 
ing, and colours flying, as General 
Howe quitted it. The retreat of the 
rear ofthe lift, was fomewhat precipi- 
tate. 

All the iron ordnance upon the 
neck, and at Bunker's hill fell into 
*he hands of the Provincials ; as did 
all the artillery hories, which General 
Howe had not time to put on board 
ihips. Two bombs, which alfo he 
Jiad not time tp put on board, he 
threw into the fea. The confufion 
was very great. The fleet confifted 
of one hundred and forty fail. They 
fell down to Nantafket-road, (March 
*5> *77.6) at the mouth of Bolton 



It was refolved to go to 
Halifax. General Robinfort, (late 
Colonel) was fent thither immediately 
to provide quarters for the troops.-^ 
The (bldiers were -equally miferabte 
with the inhabitants ; almoft naked ; 
the weather intenfely cold ; no fuel j 
deftitute of even fait provificns. 

A circumftance which throws great 
light upon the conduct of the two 
commanders, deferves to be noticed. 
It has been varioufly ftated, but the 
following is the beft we can obtain. 

The embarkation to Dorchefter 
being impracticable, General Howe 
informed the felect-men of the* town, 
that he faw Mr. Washington was de- 
termined to have the town, that the 
town was of no confequence to the 
King's fervice, and that he would 
abandon it, if Mr. Wafhington would 
not difturb his embarkation ; he 
thought it a pity fo £ne a town fhouli 
be burnt, and added the diftrefs fucH 
defperation muftoccafion to the inha- 
bitants ; the conflict of the two ar- 
mies in the town ; and (hewed them 
the combuftibies he had laid, and the 
other neceflary preparations for fetting 
it on fire in an inftanr, in every part. 

The felect men, by General Howe'? 
permiflion, lent an account of this 
conversation to General Washington, • 
and implored him in the moft earned 
manner, to i;.are the town,- It is 
certain, a kind of truce took place ; 
for the firing on both fides immedi- 
ately ceafed. But whether any condi- 
tions refpecting the ftores were made, 
has not yet lausfactoniy appeared.— 
General Howe had 'received no ad- 
vices from England fince thoiebrought 
him by Admiral Shukiham, ciaie'd 
Oct. 22, 1775. He oid not know 
that Loro Dartmouth had retired from 
the ofr.ee of Secretary for the Ame- 
rican department, for his letter, from 
which the flight mention oi th:S mat- 
ter was maue fn the Gazette (bee 
page 5-6.) was directed to the Earl of 
Dartmouth, Q Frc& 
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f*m 4* tfictr &f dtfi*£ixm at Bofitn, 
to aperjon in London, March 3, 1776. 
* For thefe lafl fijc weeks, or near 
Jtwo months, we have been better 
amufed than could poflibly be expect 
fed in pur fituatioru We had a theatre, 
we had balls, and there is actually a 
fubfcription iet on foot fox a mafque- 
xade. England feems to have forgot 
Us, and we have endeavoured to* forget 
ourfelves ; but we were roufcd to a 
£enfe of our prefent iituation laft night, 
ana manner unpleafant enough. The 
•rebels have been for fome time pall 
erecting a bomb battery, and laft 
*ight began to play upon us. Two 
'ihells fell not far from me. One fell 
iipon Colonel Monckton's houfe, and 
broke all the windows, but luckily did 
not burft till it had croffed the flxeet. 
Many houfes were damaged, but no 
lives loft. We expect fome carcafles 
to-night, if the fear of deftx- ying the r 
own property does not prevent it. 
*What makes this matter more pro- 
yoking is, that their barracks are fo 
^fcatteredy and at fuch a diftance, that 
we can't difturb them, although frorrt 
a battery near the water-fide they 
can reach useafily. 

* yh March* Bad news thj- morn- 
ing from New York. A man who 
calls himielf Lord teriing (I believe 
one o his family has a right to the 
trtie) has put himiclf at the head of 
3000 men, in conjunction with that 
arch rebel (Lee) and has driven all 
the wt!l-aht cb. d people from the 
town of New York If fomething 
Js not ipredjiy t-one, his Britannic 
J/!;jefty*a American dominions will 
j>roUbiy be- confined within a very 
tiarrow cpmpais. The rebel army is 
xot brave, I believe, but it is agreed 
on all hancs, that their artillery offi- 
cers are at leaft equal to our own. In 
the number of ihells that they flung 
Jafc nlgut, not above three failed. — 
This morning we Jung four, and 
three of them burft into the air/ 



* 5/A tymrdr. This i$, I belief 
likely to prove as important a day r.9 
the Britifh empire, as any in our an* 
nals. We underwent laft night a 
very fevere cannonade, which daraagr 
ed a number of houfes, and killed 
fome men. This morning at day- 
break we difoovered two redoubts on 
the hills pn Dorchefter Point, and tw* 
fmaller works on their flanks. They 
were all raifjbd during fhe night, with 
an expedition equal to that of the 
genii belonging to Al*din*s wonderful 
lamp. From thefe hils they com- 
manded the whole town, fo that w* 
muft drive them from their poft, or 
defert the place. The former is de- 
termined upon, and Ave regiments are 
.already embarked. A body cflighf 
infantry, under the command of Ma r 
jor Mufgrave, an excellent officer, 
and a body of grenadiers, are to em- 
bark to-night at feven. I think it is 
likely %o be fo far a general affair, 
that we fliajl take our (hare in k.~* 
Adieu balls, mafquerades, $c. for this 
may be looked upon as the opening 
of the campaign, 

* It is worth while to remark, with 
what judgment the leaders of tne re r 
bels take advantage of the prejudices, 
and work upon the pa {lions of the 
mob. This 5 th of March is* the an? 
niverfary of what they call the bjoody 
maflacre, when in (I think) 1769, 
the King's troops fired on the people 
in the itreets of Boflon. If ever 
they dare (land us, it will be to-day j 
but I hope to-morrow to fye able to 
give you an account of their defeat. 

* 61 h Match. A wind, more vio- 
lent than any thing I ever heard, 
prevented our laft night's purpofed 
expedition, and fo faved the lives of 
thoufands. To-day they have made 
themfelves too ftrong to make a dif* 
lodgment poflible. We are under 
then- firc 9 whenever they chufe to be- 
gin ; fo that we are now evacuating 
jpe town with the utmoft expedition 
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£nd leaving behind us half our world- 
ly goods. * Adieu 1 I hope to embark 
in a few hours 

* jth March. When the tranfports 
Came to be ^examined, they were void. 
dt both provisions and forage. If 
any are got on board to-day, it will 
be as much as can be done. Never 
were troops in fo difgraceful a filia- 
tion, and that not in the leaft our, 
own faujt, or owing to any want of 
Kill or difcreticta in our commanders, 
but entirely owing to Great- Britain, 
Jbeing faft afleep. I pity General 
Howe from my foul. 

'* gth March, Tranfpart. I have 
ftept one night on board; the troops 
afre embarking as fail as pofllble.— 
I rniftook when I imagined the works 
already made could deftroy the town ; 
t>ut the rebels poflefs a hill fo fituated; 
that if they pleafed to erect a battery, 
it would entirely ctmfume us. They, 
as yefc> have not proceeded to make 
a worki nor do they attempt to mo- 
left us in bur embarkation. It ap- 
pears as if there was at leaft a tacit 
agreement between Wafhington and 
General Howe. 

* 10th March. To-day the horfe- 
trarifyorts are ordered to fall down to 
Caftle William, a fort about three 
miles from the town in our poAeffion ; 
it commands the harbour, and the 
troops now here will embark the Iaft. 
The retreat from the town of Bofton 
is to be covered by a large body of 
grenadiers, and light infantry, and 
the 5 th and 16th regiments. The 
Powey, a man of war, of twenty* 
eight guns, commanded by Captain 
<Jeorge Montagu, covers the retreat 
by. water. A packet is to fail, .1 
hear, as foon as the army is clear of 
the town \{o probably I fhali rtct 
have it in my power to inform you 
whether we are attacked in our re- 
treat or not ; if I have, I will. 

* 2s antejket Road, March 17. Ac- 
cording to my promife I proceed. to 
give a brief atcoaiu x>f our r«t cat, 
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which was made this" morning bid 
tween the hoars of two and eight. 
Gur troops did not receive the fmal- 
left moleftation, though the rebels 
were all night at work on the ncaf 
hill, which I mentioned to you in my 
laA letter; and we kept a conftant 
fire upon them from a battery of four 
24 pounders. . They did not return a. 
fingle fhot* It was lucky for the in± 
habitants now left in Bofton they did 
not. For I am informed every thing 
was prepared to fet the town in * 
blaze had they fired one cannon. The 
dragoons are under orders to fail to- 
morrow for Halifax, a curfed, cold> 
wintry place; even yet. Nothing to 
eat, left to drink. Bad times, my 
dear friend; The difpleafure I feel 
from the very ftnall, fture I have in 
our prefent infignificancy, is fo great, 
that I don't know the thing fo def- 
perate I would notrindertake in order 
to change oar fituation;' 

ExtraSl of a Utter from Bofton. 
His Majefif t jbip Chatham, 24 March 
1776. 
' The retreat of the troops from 
this garrifon cannot fail to be differ- 
ently reprefonted in England ; for 
which reafon I have found time from 
our great hurry to give you fome ac- 
count of it. In the firft plaee, the 
General not receiving any letters or 
difpatches from government fince th« 
middle of October, could not fail of * 
making every body very uneafy ; ic 
looked as if we were left deftitute to 
get out of a bad fcrape . as we liked 
beft. Our provifions falling fhort ad- 
ded to our difcontents. The fi-cc 
a&brded us no relief. Little indeed 
was in their power ; their own ill 
equipment was enough 10 make them, 
as diflatiified as ourfclves. The Pro- 
vincials, who knew exaclly the fhi« 
of our garrifon, harrafled us from their 
batteries, with aninrention of making 
our people more difHrnsfied in hope* 
of defertions. Finding no probabi- . 
urv of fupply, and dreading the con-. 
' O 2 icqccnct 
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fequence of farther c|ela)N it was 
thought prudent to retire to the mips, 
and to fave what we could. Our not 
being burthcned with provifions per- 
mitted us to fave fome ftores and 
ammunition, the light field-pieces, 
and fuch things as' are moft conve- 
nient of carriage. The reft, I am 
forry to fay, we were obliged to leave 
behind ; fuch of the guns as by dif- 
mounting we could throw into the 
fea was done fo ; the carriages were 
difabled, and every precaution taken 
that our circumftances would permit, 
for our retreat was by agreement.*— 
The people of the town, who were 
friends to government, took care of 
nothing but their merchandize, and 
found means to employ the men be- 
longing to the transports in embark- 
ing their goods, by which means feve- 
ral of the veflefs were entirely filled 
'with private property inftead of the 
King's ftores. By fome unavoidable 
accident the medicines, furgeons chefts, 
inftruments and neceftaries were left 
Iii the hofpital. The cottfufion un- 
avoidable on fuch a difafter will make 
you coriceive how much muft be for-, 
got where every man had a private 
concern. f ne neccflary care and dif- 
trefs ©f the women, cljfildren, fick and 
wounded, required every afliftance that 
could be given. It was not like 
breaking up a camp, where every 
jflan knows his duty ; it was like de- 
parting your country with your wives, 
your' fervants, ycur houfhold furni- 
ture, and all your incumbrances. — 
l^hc officers who felt the difgrace of 
their retreat did their utmoft to keep 
up appearances. The men, who 
tnougnt they were changing for the 
better, ftrove to take ,the advantage 
of the prefent times, and were kept 
from pi under and c rink with circuity. 
In- bad plight we go to Halifax. — 
What fuppiy we are to expect there 
I do not know ; our c ■ pectations are 
not very fanguine. Thenegltft fhew'n 
ss b.-ats hard on as all; the foldiers 
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thinks therafelves t>etrayed ;.the g£* k 
ficers all blame the admiralty, and' 
your friend Lord S * *"gg 4i s univer- 
fally execrated ; the fea {officers com- 
plained they were hurried out of Eng- 
land iji a moft fhameful condition,— 
not half-manned, and ill provided* 
Fleet and army complain of- each o- 
ther, and botji of the people at home. 
If we fare as ill at Halifax as we have 
done here lately, I fear we fhall have 
great defertion, as the opportunity will 
be more convenient. 
A Paffenger from Boflon gives the fol- 
lowing account ; 
* On the 2d of March the Pro- 
vincials began to bombard the town 
from a place called Phipps's farm, 
and on the 3d they opened a twenty- 
four pound battery in Dorchefter 
neck, which annoyed the army ex- 
ceedingly. On the t 5th, General 
Howe embarked fix regiments, to at- 
tack this battery ; but a ftrong eaft- 
erly wind preventing the men of war 
from covering and fupporting them* 
it was thought advifeable to defift.— 
The next day he renewed the at- 
tempt, but found tie work fo ftrong, 
that he returned ^thout effecting any 
thing. In the mean time the Pro- 
vincials had thrown near an hundred 
bombs into the town, artd fired with 
considerable execution from their bat- 
tery. General Howe therefore got 
fome of the felcft men to go out to 
■ General Wafhington to inform him, 
that if the firicg continued, he mult 
fet fire to the town to cover his re- 
treat. Two of the felect men re- 
turned, and having communed with 
General Howe, went back, and the 
' firing immediately ceafed. 

'* General Howe then began \m 
embarkation.- The Refugee inhabi- 
tants went firft, not being fuffered to 
. carry any thing but neccfidries.— - 
The mortars and heavy artillery could 
not be embarked; thefc therefore they 
endeavoured to burft, by charging 
them full with powder, and firing it v 

©ffr 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( io9 J 



©fp; but this did Hot anfwer their 
wiihes. They attempted alfo to dcf- 
troy all the fmall arms belonging to 
the town. While this work was going 
on, a deferter from the Provincial 
camp informed General Howe on the 
ioth, that General Wafhington was 
preparing for a general ftorm- Upon 
this intelligence the General and all 
the troops immediately embarked, 
leaving the artillery, ftores, &c. da- 
maged only, as the hurry and confufion 
would permit. 

* It now appeared by the move- 
ments of the Provincial army, that 
they were taking ftations upon Hog 
and Noddles Iflands, and preparing 
to attack Caftle William. If they 
had fuceeededin this, they would have 
had the command of Bolton harbour, 
and aVftroyed the fleet. General 
Howe, therefore, diimantled, and 
blew up Caftle William, and then 
FeH down with the whole fleet into 
Nantaiket road, which is an open and 
expofed flation. The tranfports were 
moftly fmall fchooners, under the pro- 
tection of three men of war. March 
is the mofttempeAuous month of the 
year upon the American coaft ; fo 

" that without a miracle this wretched 
fleet muft be difperfed and loft. It 
is impotiihJe that more events could 
concur to render their diftreft com- 
plete, and their ruin almoft inevitable. 
The terms of agreement between the 
tyo Generals were fecret ; but it is 
fqppcfed that nothing was to have . 
been deftroyed, and that this breach 

-of it determined the Provincials to en- 
ter the town fooner than was in- 
tended. 

Cambridge> March 271 Among o- 
ther commodities belonging to the 
late^garrifon at Bofton, we have got 
their orderly book, by which it ap- 
pear;, that General Howe had 7575 
tiFeclive men, exclufive of the ftuft, 
fo that with the marines and faiiors, 
he might be coniidered as 10,000 
firong, 



The following \% x true Eft of tfcrf 
ftores, &c. left in Bofton by the mini-* 
fterial troops on evacuating that 
place : 

too pieces of cannon in town, from 
9 to 32 poundersj 

100 ditto, at the caftle. 

4 mortars, 13 and a half inches, 
two of them with beds weighing c ton* x 
each. 

2 5 00 chaldron of fca coal. 

25,000 buihels of wheat. 

2300 bulhels of barley. 

600 bulhels of oats in oneiforev 

100 jars of oil, containing 1 baitef 
each. 

150 horfes marked G. R. 
Extras of a letter from a mafter at 

arms en board one of his Majeffir 

Jh'ps of<war in Bofton harbour, dated? 

March 23. 

* The town of Bofton is now in* 
habited by about ic, 000 Provincial 
troops, who were fortifying that place 
in the itrongeft manner with the 
greateft alacrity, under the direction 
of four Pruflian, one French, and fome 
American engineers. The army at 
Cambridge has been lately reinforced 
with 5000 freih (recruits). The gar* 
rifon at Bofton have hoifted a flag, 
which is kept continually flying, and 
has on it the following motto, * Aa 

appeal^ to heaven.* Commodore 

Banks is to command here in the room 
of Admiral Shuldham, who is to go 
with the troops to Halifax. The bay 
fwarms with American privateers, 
but we hope to proteel the trans- 
ports which are daily expe&ed from 
the Weft Indies, and to fend them 
fafe to Halifax.* 

Ne<w York, March 25. On Saturn- 
day Lift an exprefs arrived here from 
Bofton, which he left the Tuefday be- * 
fore, with a letter from his Excellency 
General Waihington, to Brigadier^ 
General Lord Sterling, at New Yofl^ - 
of which the following is a copy : . ' . * * 

Gam* 
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Cambridge, 19/J March, 1 776. 
My Lord, , 

f I am now to acknowledge the 
receipt of your favour of the 1 1 th inft. 
to give you iny congratulations upon 
your appointment by the Honourable 
Congrefs. If the intelligence is true, 
and to be depended on, which was 
krought by the gentleman to New 
York, I think with you, that we (hall 
have an opportunity of fecurirtg, and 
putting the. continent in a tolerable 
fofture of defence ; and that the ope- 
ration* of the fummer's campaign 
will not be fo terrible as we were 
taught .to expect from the accounts 
and denunciations which the miniftry 
kave held forth to the public. 

* I have the pleafufe to inform 
you, that on the morning of the 17 th 
inftarit, General Howe, withhis army, 
abandoned the town of Bofton with- 
crat deftroying it ; an event of much 
importance, which muft be heard with 
great fatisfa&ion J and that we are 
now in full pofleffion. Their embark- 
ation and retreat were hurried and 
precipitate, and they have left behind 
them (lores, of one thing and another, 
to a pretty coniiderable amount, a- 
mong which are feveral pieces of 
heavy cannon, and one or two mor- 
tars, which are fpiked. The town is 
in a much better fituation, and lefs in- 
jured than I expe&ed, from the re- 
ports I have received ; though to be 
fore, it is much damaged, and many 
houfes defpoiled of their valuable fur- 
niture. 

* The fleet is Hill in King and 
Nantafket roads, and where they in- 
tend to make a defcent next is alto- 
gether unknown ; but, fuppoiing New 
York to-be an objedt of great im- 

fprtance, and to be in their view, 
. muft recommend your moft ftrenu- 
ous and active exertions in preparing, 
to prevent any defigns or attempts 
t£ey may have formed or make againft 
It. I have detached the riflemen and 
five battalions from hence to your af- 



fiftance, which will be followecf £# 
others, as circumftances will allow. — -* 
Thefe, with' what forces you have/ 
and can' affemble, if there mould be 
any occafion, I trad', will be fufficaenr 
to hlrfdcr the enemy from poflciEng' 
the city, 6r making a lodgement,* 
till the main body of this army can 
arrive * 

' I ata, my Lord; with great 
efteemj your molV obedient 
humble fervant, 
< G. WASHINGTON* 
The courier, who was himfelf in 
Bofton, reports, that the enemy left* 
there about forty horfes almoil Itarved r" 
and that before they went off, the/ 
difmafled all the veflels in the har* 
bour. General Putnam was arrived 
at New Haven, on* hi* way to NevT 
York. 

^be following proclamation nvas pub- 
lijhed b} General Washington, on hi/ 
taking pojjejjton of the town ofBo/ron i 
By bid Excellency George Washing- 
ton, Efq; General and Commander' ' I 
in Chief of the Thirteen United 
Colonies. 

* Whereas the rrtinifterial afriiy harf 
abandoned the town of Bofton, and ' 
the forces of the United Colonies un- 
der my command, are in poiTcffion 

of the fame : 1 have therefore thought; 
it neceflary for the preservation of' 
peace, good order and difcipHne, to' 
publiih the. following orders, that xm 
perfon offending therein, may plead ' 
ignorance as an excufe for their mi£r 
conduct. 

* * All officers and foldiers are here- * 
by ordered to live in the ftri&eil peace 
and amity with the inhabitants ; and ' 
' no inhabitant," or other perfon, em- 
ployed in his lawful bufinefs in thef 1 
town, is to be moletted in his perfon: 
or property, on any pretence what- 
ever. 

* If any officer or foldier fhs.ll pre- 
fume to ftrike, imprifon, or 'otherwise 
ill-treat any of the inhabitantsy they 
may depend oa being punifhed witt * 

the 
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4» trtmoft feverity ; -and if any officer 
or foldier fhall receive any infult from 
t any of the inhabitants, he is to fcek 
.redrefs in a legal way, and no other. 

* Any non-commiflioned officer or 
Soldier, or others under my command, 
who mail be guilty of robbing or 
plundering in the town, are to be im- 
mediately confned, and will be mofr. 
rigidly punifhed. All officers are there- 
fore ordered tq be very vigilant in 
the difcovery of fuch offenders, and 

\report their names and crime to the 
commanding officer in the town, as 
foon as may be. 

* The inhabitants and others are 
called upon to make known to the 
Quarter-mailer-general, or any of his 
deputies, all ftores belonging to the 
minifterial army, that may be re- 
maining or fecreted in the town :. any 
.perfon or perfons whatever, that fhall 
pe* known to conceal any of the faid 

^lores, or appropriate them to his or 
their own ufe, will be considered as 
an enemy to America, and treated ac- 
cordingly. 

' The felett men and other ma- 
giftrates of the town, are defired to 
return to the commander in chief, 
the names of all or any perfon or 
perfons, they may fufped of being 
employed as fpies upon the continental 
army, that they may be dealt with 
accordingly. 

' AH officers of the continental 
army, are enjoined to afiifr. the civil 
magiilrates in the execution of their, 
duty, and to promote peace and good 
order. They are to prevent, as much 
. as poflible, the foldiers from frequent- 
ing tfppling-Jioufes, and ftro(ling from 
Jtheir pofts. particular notice will be 
taken of fuch officers as are in attentive 
and remlfs in their duty j and on the 
Contrary, fuch only as are active and 
vigilant will be entitled to future fa- 
your and promotion. 

piven under my hand, at head 
quarters, in Cambridge, the 21ft 
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day of Marcfe, one tfcoufawf 

feven hundred and feventy-ftx. 
GEORGE' WASHINGTON. 
Bofton, March 29. 
The addrefs of the honourable council and 
houfe of reprefentatives to his Excel T 
lency George Wajbington, Efq\ General 
and Commander in Chief of the forces 
of the United Colonies. 

May it pleafeyout Excellency* 
' When the liberties of America 
were attacked by the violent hand of 
oppreffion— when troops hofHle to the 
rights of humanity, invaded this co- 
Jony, feized our capital, and fpread 
havoc and destruction around it ; 
when our virtuous fons weremurdered, 
and our houfes deftroyed by the troops 
of Britain, the inhabitants of this and 
the other American colonies, impelled 
by felf-prefervation and the love of 
freedom, frrgetting their domeftic con- 
cerns, determined refolutely and unit- 
edly to oppofe the fons of tyranny, , 

* Convinced of the vaft importance 
of having a gentleman of great mili- 
tery accompiifhments, to difcipline, 
lead, and conduct the forces of the co- 
lonies, it gave us the greatefl: fatis- 
faction to hear that the honourable 
Congrefs of the United Colonies, had 
made choice of a gentleman thus 
qualified ; who leaving thepleafure of 
domeftic and rural life, was ready to 
undertake the arduous talk. And 
your nobly declining to accept the 
pecuniary emoluments annexed to this 
nigh office, fully evidenced to us that 
a warm regard to tbe facred rights of 
humanity, and fincere Jove to your 
country, folely influenced you in the 
acceptance of this important truft, •' 

* Ftom your acknowledged abili- 
ties as a foldier, and your virtues, ia 
public and private life, we had th« 
mod pleafing hopes ; but the forti- 
tude and equanimity fo xonfpicnous 
in your conduct; the wifdomofyouc 
coundls ; the mild, yet ftri£ govern- 
ment of the army ; your attention to 

tte. 
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tte civil conftttution of this colony ; 
the regard you have at all times fhewn 
for the fcres and health of thofe under 
your command % the fatigues you have 
with chearfulnefs endured ; the re- 
gard you have*fhewn for the preser- 
vation of our metropolis, and the 
great addrefs with which our military 
operations have been conducted, have 
exceeded our m oft fanguine expecta- 
tions, and demand, the warmefl re- 
turns of gratitude, 

1 The fupreme ruler of the univerfc 
laving fmilcdon our arms, and crown- 
ed your labours with remarkable fuc- 
-cefs ; we are now, without that effu* 
iion of blood, we fo much wiffced to 
avoid, agam in the quiet pofTeffion of 
onr capiral ; the wifdom and piu- 
dence of thofe movements, which have 
obliged the enemy to abandon our 
metropolis, will ever be remembered 
by the inhabitan s of this colony. ' 

c May ycu (till go on approved by 
beaven, revered by 11 good men, and 
dreaded by thofe tyrants who claim 
their fellow men as their property. — . 
May the United Colonics be defended 
from flavery by your victorious arms. 
May they ftill fee their enemies flying 
before you : and (the deliverance of 
.your country being effected) may you, 
*n retirement, enjoy that peace and 
fatisfattion of mind, which always at- 
tends the good and great : and may 
future generations in the peaceful 
Enjoyment of that freedom, the ex* 
erciie of which your fword fhall be efta- 
blifhed, raife the richeft and moil 
lading moments to the name of a 

His Excellency's Anjkver. 
Gentlemen, 
* I return you my moft fincere and 
Jiearty thanks, for your polite addrefs ; 
and feel myfelf called upon by every 
principle of gratitude^ to acknowledge 
the honour you have done me in this 
teftimonial of your approbation of my 
appointment to -the -exalted flation I 
flow £11 ; and what is more pleafing, 
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of my conduct in dHciarging its hit* 
porraiit duties. ' 

* When the councils of the Britifn 
natiott had formed a plan for enslaving 
America, and depriving her ions of 
their molt lacred and invaluable pri- 
vileges, againft the clearefTremon- 
Frances of the confutation >. of juftica 
and of truth ; and to execute their 
fchemes, had appealed to the fword, 
I efteemed it my duty t» take a part m 
the contefl, and more especially, on 
account of my being called thereto by 
the unfbticited Suffrages of the repre- 
sentatives of a free people; wifhing 
for no other reward, than that arifing 
from a confeiencious discharge of the 
important truft, and that my fervice# 
might contribute to the eftablilhment 
of freedom and peace, upon a perma- 
nent foundation, and merit the ap- 
plaufeofmy countrymen, and every 
virtuous citizen. 

c Your profeffions of my attention 
to the civil conflitutionof this colony, 
whilft acting in the line of my de- 
partment, alfo dejnand .my grateful 
thanks. A regard to every Provincial 
iniHtution, where not incompatible 
with the common intereft, I hold a 
principle of duty, and of policy, and 
ihail ever form a part of my conduct 
Had I not learnt this before, the hap- 
py experience of the- advantages re- 
sulting from a friendly intercourfe 
with your honourable body, their rea- 
dy and willing concurrence to aid and 
to counfel, whenever called upon in. 
cafes of difficulty and emergency., 
would have taught me the ufcfu] 
ieffon. 

* That the metropolis of your co-s 
lony is now relieved from the cruel 
and oppreflive invasions of tholje who 
were Jent^o erect the ftandard of 
lawlefs domination, and to trample on 
the rights of humanity, and is again 
open and free for its rightful pofTeflbrs, 
muft give pleafure to every virtuous 
and fympathetic heart, and being ef- 
fected without the blood of our fol- 

diert 
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&eii and fellow-citizens, mutt be af- 
bribed to the interpofition of that pro- 
vidence, which has manifeftly ap- 
peared ■ in oar behalf -through the 
whole of this important ftruggle, as 
well as td the rrieafures purfued for. 
bringing about the happy event. 

* May that Being who is powerful 
to fave, arid in wnofe hands is the 
fate of natrons, look down with an 
eye of tender pity and cbmpaffioit 
npon the whole of the United Colo- 
re* \ may he continue to fmile upon 
their counfels and amis, and crown 
them with faccefs> whilft -employed in 
the cade of virtue and mankind.— • 
May this diftreffed colony and its ca- 
pital ^and every part of this wide ex* 
tended continent, through his di- 
Vine favour, be reftored to more than 
their former lufbre and bnce happy 
feate, and have peace; liberty, and 
fafety fecured upon a folid, perma- 
nent, and lafting foundation, 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

#«&/«*, AfrH%. The firftdivifion 
of die fleet and traAfports from Bofton, 
containing chiefly the inhabitants, Sec* 
arrived here yefterday, after a paflage 
of only foe days. . And the fecond 
divifion, con tain in g the troops arrived 
this d*y, aft«r a paffage of only four 

S«* Tb»y~ have little or no pro- 
ons; nor can this place fupply them 
with anyj neither are there conveni- 
ences on mope for this unexpected 
body of people* It is fortunate for 
thcKing's troops* that the Provincial* 
did not attack tills place laft fummer, 
which they certainly intended ; but 
General Pribble, who was to have 
commanded the expedition, and had 
ft&nafly embarked 1500 New Eng- 
land troops in a large number of 
AAarblejiead * fchooners for that pari 
fofe 5 but hearing that the fmalt pot 
w» very prevalent here at that time, 
tike fchenw was laid afide. The New 
England people are incredibly afraid 
M tie fma [ pox, 

though General Howe arrived at 
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Halifax on the 3d of Ap#, he fen| 
no advice of it to England till the 
12th of May, when the packet failed 
from thence, and arrived in England 
bn the third of J une. 

At the fame time arrived from Ha- 
lifax, Francis Legge, Efq; Governor 
of Nova Scotia, and Sir James 
Wright, bart. Governor of Georgia * 
and a- day or two after arrived th* 
Glafgow frigate alio from Halifax; 
all which left that place the 12th of 
May. General Howe had begun to 
build redoubts, &c. behind Halifx; 
to protect that place. The fick he, 
had landed upon an ifland in the. har- 
bour. . Another veflel which left Ha* 
lifax May 24, brought- advice,, that 
General Howe was preparing to em- 
bark his army, and that he- mould 
be ready by the 28 th; Martial law 
was proclaimed in this province oa 
the 22d of February, laft, * 

Extraf? of a letter from Halifax, Nwtt 

' Scotia, May \g\ 
- * On Thurfday laft arrived her* 
the Greyhound man of war, Capt. 
Dickfon; in fix weeks from Corlv, 
with nine' vi£tuaffers under convoy ; 
and the fame day failed the Rofe, 
1 Captain Wallace. 

* On Friday arrived the Savage 
Hoop cf war, Capt. Bromedge, front 
New York, with difpatches for Ad- 
miral Shuldham and*General Howe, 

* Sunday laft arrived the ArgO 
tranfporc, with Col. Enoch Mark* 
ham, and three companies of the 46th 
regiment. 

* Capt. Nordbcrg, of the 60th re- 
giment, who commanded at Fort 
George, is arrived there, having ef* 
caped from- the Provincials. 

* A fhip freighted with flindry ar- 
tieles, being a donation from London 
for the army;-is fafely arrived here.' 

* A regiment is raifing here, to 
be called the Loyal Nova Scotia vo- 
lunteers, and General Howe has if* 
iued a proclamation, ottering a ire* 
pardon to all deferters who will fur* 

S -render 
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fender before the 24th of Jtme^ and 
. ,ente* j£tD\-th&fai4 corps., , 

■? A fpe*qai court of fefllbns Was 
held here "the ldth inltaiit, to fettle 
thp price of provifions, as on account 
6f the arrival of the troops every ad- 
vantage had been taken of the full-' 
ftefs of the town, and the gfeat de- 
mand for every article thereof. The 1 
order of feffions ' runs thus : * That 
ill butchers and others felling dead 
meat (hall expofe the fame'pub- 
Jickly for fale, and (hall not aflt or 
demand for the beft prime pieces of 
beef, pork, mutton, lamb, and veal, 
more . than a (hilling currency the 
. pound, avoir dupoize, and the coarfer 
parts in proportion. Fowls, dead or 
alive, not exceeding 23, each, and 
chickens in proportion. Hares or 
rabbits, is* 6d. each ; tame ducks, 
*s. each; wild ducks is. 6d. each; 
partridges, is. 3d. each." The above 
prices are in currency only. 

* We h^ve now two (hips of 140 
tons each, with their cargoes, confift- 
jngpf Ruffia bar iron, ditto hemp, ditto 
fail-cloth, and ditto linen, on fale, 
>vhich were taken trorn the Ameri- 
cans, and were condemned in our ad- 
miralty court. Every thing is very 
quiet here ; they are throwing up 
new works, and making the place 
more tenable than it was; and an 
expedition is concerting, but I believe 
they wait the fuccours ironi England 
before they mean, to put it in exe- 
cution. 

* Provifions, as you fee hy the 
above, are very dear ; 20 years ago 
>ve bought here all the fame articles 
for one fourth of the -prefent prices ; 
even the common fort of foap is fold 
£t is, a pound.' 

ffbt L&tdon Gazette Extraordinary s pub* 
lifted Jtuu 10, 1776. 
Whitehall, Junt 10. Tnis morning 
Major ^C aid wellj Lieutenant Colonel 
Commandant of the Britijh militia 
in C^pjci V s*nved from Quebec^ in 
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his Majefty's floop Hunter ; by whom 
was received the following letter from 
Geiieftd : CiKTetfbtr " to "*LdMf Gelkgc 
GermainV, ^jgetfieKwith the copy of 
a letter from General Carleton to Ge^ 
neral Howe. 

' - * JQuetee', Mty 14, 1776. 
' My lord, 
'* After tfnsto^n had ten dofely 
invefted by the rebels for five months, 
and had defeated all their attempts, 
the Surprize frigate, Ifis, and* (loop 
Martin came Into the bafon the 6th 
inftant. 

' As foori a* that part of the 29th 
they had on board with their marines, 
in all about two hundred; wefre land- 
ed, they, with the greateft part of the 
garrifon, by this time\nuch improved, 
and in high fpirits, marched out of 
the ports of St. Louis and St. John's, 
to fee what thofe mighty boaftere 
were about; they were round very 
bufy in their preparations for a re- 
treat; a few fhotfc being exchanged, 
the line marched forward, and the 
plains were fooh cleared of thofe plun- 
derers; all their artillery, military 
ftores, fcahng-ladders, petards, &c. 
>were abandoned : The Surp'rize, Mar. 
tin, and a province armed veffel; went 
up the river, when they alfo quitted 
the GafpS, and the armed (choooer 
Mary: the rear of the rebels have 
halted at Dechambauk, and the Sur- 
prize, with the other two veffels, are 
a little upon this fide of the falls of 
Richelieu. ^ i 

* This ended our fieg^^andWodc- 
ade; during which the mixed garrifon 
offoldiers, iailors, BritHh and Cana- 
dian militia, with the artificers" from 
Halifax and Newfoundland (hewed 
great zeal and patience, antier "very 
ievere duty and uncommon vi^itence, 
and indifperifable in a place liable, to 
be ftormed, beftdes great labour neetf- 
fary to tender ftrch attempts left prao 
jticable. ' . : ? 

* Noiwithltahding the* indemwt 
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feafbn they preferred good healthy 
and their {pints enrreafed every day, 
A copy pf my Jpttertp General Howe 
will inform your Lordfhip of our fi* 
tuation to . t^e, ^cfcat of the rebels 
ppon the 3iftbf December. ; 

* For three months after they cen- 
4ned their operations to the prevent- 
ing all fupplies from coming to town, 
and in burning our fuburbs and {hip* 
ping;; the. latter have almoflt all es- 
caped, but the greateft part of the fub- 
pros of St. Roque and St. John hav^ 
ittg:ibwn burnt : ;. the remainder was 
brought, into town fpr ftiej, which was 
jnuch wanted. 

* The beginning of February the 
rebels 4gain attempted toenterinto a 
correspondence by a flag of truce, 
encduf-gect to it, I fupppie, by a per- 
miflion gi anted for the prifoners bag- 
gage t enter the town ; but as they 
wer^.AOld immediately to withdraw, 
unlefs they came to implore the King's 
mercy, ;hey,haye not unce returned. 

* March ihe 2 jt.h,. the advanced 
joardof a party, raifed by Mr. Bpau- 
jeirtq relieve the town,* was defeated; 
ihe, reft jlfperfed. /Tl>e 31ft it was 
difcovered that the rebel prifoners 
had formed a plot to efeape, to feize 
the gttajfd of St.- John's gate, and let 
in. Mr, Arnold; which. was effe&u- 
atiy 4ifepppinted. 

* ,The 4th of April the rebels openr 
cd a battery of four guns and one 
howitzer from the oppofttc fide of the 
rim St. Charles : thefe were alfo in- 
tended to burn the town and (hipping. 
From both they fired red hot balls.— 
The 23d they attempted throwing 

-fomefheHs into town from a battery 
on the heights oppoite to port St. 
Xouisc all thefe batteries were much 
damaged by our artillery. 
o- -$ May the 3d, about ten at night, 
a fijeihip attempted to run into the 
•^sMp^m* w here the greateft part 
o|jyur fhipping were laid up ; but 
fjus alfo proved abortive, and ike 
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burnt to the ( water's edge, without 
doing us the leaft injury ; it is fup- 
pofed thev intended* a general af- 
fault^ Jiad jhey fucceeded in fetting 
fire to the (hips and lower town. 
_" * I cannot conclude this letter with* 
out doing juftice to Lieutenant Colo-* 
nel Maclean, who has been indefa- 
tigably zealous in the King's iervice, 
and to his regiments, wherein he has 
collected a number of experienced eoo4 
officers, who have been very ufeffll.— • 
* Colonel Hamilton, who command- 
ed the battalion of feamen^ his offi- 
cers and men difcharged their duty 
with great alacrity and fpirit. The 
fame thing muft be acknowledged of 
the mafters, inferior officers, and fea- 
men belonging to his Majefty's trans- 
ports, and merchant-men detained 
here laft fall : only one Teaman der 
ferted the whole time. The militia, 
Britifh and Canadian, behaved with a 
fteadinefs and refblution that couhj. 
hardly have been expected from men 
linufed to arms. Judges, and other 
officers of government, as well as mer- 
chants, chearTuliy fubmitted to every 
inconvenience, to preferve the town ; 
the whole indeed upon the occafion 
fhewed a fpirit and perfeveranccthat 
do them great honour. 

c The 47th from Halifax, and the 
great part of the % 9th, are fmce ar» 
jived. 

t Major Caldwell, who command* 
ed the Britifh militia all winter, as 
Lieutenant Colonel Commandant 
and is bearer of thefe difpatches to 
your.LorduYip, has proved himfelfa 
faithful fubjeft of his'Majefty, and 
an active diligent officer. He, an^ 
indeed almoft every loyal fubjeel, are 
very confiderable •* fufferers by th» 
prcfent hpftile invafion. 

lam, "&c. - 

GUY CARLBTON. 

• Qaftrin of bit Majttyt fbif X?> 
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, Cfj^ e f aJiHsrifirw General Carletcn 
to General H&wt> dated 'Quebec , Jan, 

, 12, I776, 

. ■ 5 Sv, ,, ■ .-. - 

* The 5 th of December Mr. Mont- 
gomery look poll: at St. Croix, with- 
in, i»is t than two .miles of Quebec, 
with iorrie field artillery ; his heavy 
cannon were .- landed at Caprouge ; 
at the fame time Arnold's party took 
pofieflion of the avenues ^ leading td 

ytbe town, and prevented all commu : 
nicauon with the country. The 7th 
3 wqman fiole into the town with let- 
ters addxefled to. the principal mer-, 

. chacts, advifing them to an imme- 

■ diate. fubmifllon, and promifing great 
.indulgence in cafe 'of -their compli- 
ance. Incloied was a. letter to me 
in very extraordinary language, and 
a fummons to deliver up the town ; 
the mefTenger was fent to prifon for a 
few days, and drummed out. 

' To give more efficacy to theife 
letters, five fmall mortars were brought 
w.Su Rocks, and a battery of five 

■- cannon and one howitzer, raifed up-, 
on the heights within abou feven, 
hundred yards of the walls. Soon 
after. Arnold appeared* with a white 
flag, laid he had a letter for me, but 
was jxfuied admittance, and ordered 
to car&y ba<:k his letter. . 

* After every, preparatory ftratagenv 
liad been uiat to intimidate our 

, wretched *g«tfflien, : as Mr. Montgo- 
mery was pieaied to call it, an aiiauit 
\yas given the 3 1& of December, be- 
.twtcu, rour anu five m the xaoxiiing,. 
during a faow Aorm from the north-- 
eaiu , i ne alarm was general ; from. 
iJie fide of the river St. Lawrence, 
along Uie torched front, round to the 
b^fcfli'i evejy part feemed equally, 
threatened. T^o real attacks took 
place upon the lower town, : 4 one under 
L'41 'i^iamons, "led by Mr,. Mont- 
,. gomery, the other by Mr. Arnold, 
tepon thi part . pallet the Saul at, Ma- 
rmot. Tnis at firic met with fome 
fucctfs, but in the fyd was flopped, 
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A fally fwnv the npper. town under 
Capt. Laws attacked their rear, -anct 
fent in many prisoners 3 Captain M% 
Dougai afterwards reinforced this par- 
ty, and followed the rebels into tjies 
poll they had taken. Thus Mr. Ar- 
nold's corps, him felf and a few others 
excepted, who were wounded andear~ 
ried off early, were completely ruin- 
ed. They were caught as it were in 
a trap ; we brought ' in their £v$ 
mortars and one cannon. The other 
attack was foon repnlfed with naught 
ter. Mr. Montgomery was left among 
the dead. 

f The rebels have on thia affauhv 
between fix and feven hundred men," 
and between forty and fifty officers,, 
killed, wounded, and taken prisoners* 
We had' only one Lieutenant of thq 
navy, doing duty as a Captain in the? 
garrifon, and four rank and file, killed, 
and thirteen rank and file wounded ^ 
two of the latter are fince dead. 
* / You will he pleafed to tranTmit 
a copy of my letter to the Secretary 
cf State, hy the firfi; opportunity, fox 
• m^ Majc%*s information, &c* 

G. C. 
On the 1 ith of June, (one of the ujual 

days for pubhjbing the. Qaxette) the 

following letter was fubl{jhtd in tbt 

Gasutte, 

Admiralty-Office , June u, ljj6w 

* By letters -from Captain Douglas^ 
of his Majefty's fhip Ifis, dated Que- 
bec the 8th and 1 5 th of May, re- 
ceived yeilerday by. Captain Hamil- 
ton, late of the Lizard, who arrived 
from thence in his Majesty's Hoop 
the Hunjter, it appears that the ifis',' 
which failed from Portfmouth- *ht$ 
jnh of March, having fuccour* on 
hoard for the relief of the .place, 
made the ifland of St. JPeterVon the 
nth of- April ; that he had from 
tlierfce with fhegrcatelr, difficulty mad* 
his way, pterTing,the fhip by force of 
fail for fifty or fixty leagues through 
large fields of thick ice; that on th* 
2 lit of April, when he got clear of 

the 
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the-ice, he made the. iflandr of An- 
ticoftie, aa* the (knje evening enter- 
ed the river. St. Lawrence ; that on 
the 30th he ancjiored in a fnow iiorm 
pear the Pilgrim iflands, and from 
thence as .the riorm cleared up, ob- , 
ferved fucceflive fraoaks from Cape to 
Cape, towards Quebec.; and that, af T 
ter various obstacles from fogs, calms, 
pr contrary winds, he .arrived on the 
3d. of May near the.Aux Coudres, 
where he was joined by his Majefly's. 
fhip, the Surprize„.and Martin, floopi 
which .failed on the zoth of March 
from Plymouth, having likewi. r eJuc- : 
cours.on board,* Captain Dougla$ 
adds,, that havin^iecured here aUthe 
French pilots, andeyery hour becom- 
ing more. and more precious, he gave 
orders on the cth of May to Captain 
Linzee of the Surprize,! to make the 
heft of his way, .and. give notice to 
Governor Carleton of the approach- 
ing relief. Captain Linzee arrived in 
view . of the town at . Jix o'clock the 
next morning ; and after anfwering 
die private fignalafrom the garrifon, 
came to an anchor .in the baton of 
Quebec, between the rebel battery on 
Point Levi, and . the Lower Town, 
where the Ifis and Martin came to 
an anchor alio, yery ibon after ; and 
the feveral detachments they had on 
board-were immediately landed. Cap- 
tain Douglas further obferves, that 
the General wifely availing himfelf 
pi the. diferent rmpreflicms which the 
arrival of the fliips had made on the 
jnmdfl of the rebels, marched out to 
giv^ them jbattk, but tfcat they as 
In&actlyjretrea$e4 1 on which £apt« 
boughi ordered Cap*. Linzee and 
fcapt. Harvfty of the Martin floop, 
with a Provincial armed ve(Tel, to 
proceed; up *he river as far a* the 
Rapids, in hopes to' annoy then in 
their retfeat, whjich was attended with 
fcoqd effedt, as it hindered the parties 
on the oppofite fides of the river from 
^cinjog m their, flight tewferdi Mon- 
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treal He.reprefe*ts their flight to have 
been very precipitate* as-the)* left not 
only their cannon undifcharge"d,< their 
fcaling ladders, JintrenchiDg tools* and 
provisions, but even many of xhem 
their muGjuets. 

* The Surprize and Martin were, 
farther foccefsful in taking an armed 
fchooner belonging jto the rebels, car* 
jying four fix pounders, and fix *three 
pounders, . but the men efcaped into 
the woods ; . they alio recovered his 
Majefty's fchooner the Gaipee, which 
in tlie lait wjnter had fallen into the 
hands of the rebels, and had- been 
funk by them, but was ibon weighed 
and found to be not materially da~ 
maged. It alfo .appears, from Capt* 
Douglas's letters, that on the &ii of 
May his Majefty's Aip Niger atrived 
with three tranfports, having on 
board the 47th regiment, from Ha^ 
lifax ; and that ou xkz loth, 'Captain, 
Lut.vidge, of his Majeity's .Jhip the 
Triton* arrjvei with the Lord Howe 
and Bute tranfports, having troop* 
on board, .together with the Britiih> 
Queen, Agnes, aad Reaver, vi&ual-* 
lers front England. 

T.Captain. Douglas -(peaks highly 
in commendation of the captains and 
officers of the mips employed to carry 
fuccours, for their perseverance and 
exertion in the many difficulties they 
had to encounter in thepaflage through 
the gulph, and in every other part of 
the iervice.' 



Canada is the only parr of Ame- 
rica where travellers meet with psft- 
horfes* The carriages ufed in Cana- 
da are nearly in the mape of an Bng- 
}ifti whiflty, or one horfe-ohaife ; with 
a little feat k iront for the driver* 
A gentleman' has favoured us with a 
lift of the ftages between Quebec and 
Momreai : with the prices at each 
ilage, in Halifax cuKjitfcy, which is 
at the ftandard of five ibtilwgfc for a 
&pa&& nulled doUftr* 

-13* 
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ftfi-koujii; 

Carrouge — -— 
' +* Ferry at Carrougc 

SuAuguilin; : — 

Point Anx TrtmhLe$> 
; Jaxquartiejr *—~ • 

f*J?terry : ■ ■ ■ ^ 
, : Cape Sanclel .-**« 

'Dechatnbault -< — !n- 
^Bas^Grondines '— -. 

■Haul Grondines -** 

St.- Ann's* -, «*• 

. * Ferry ::. . ' — H 

Batifeaa - ( •*■ '■ ■ ■ 

♦ Ferny *— 
Champlain 

* Ferry *-—rr 
Champlain Haut -*- 
CapeMadelain *— 



--. . One Jje4gue. and half *-w 
Qne League and half — 



Three Leagues 
Two Leagues andJiatf 
, Two leagues and halt 

Two Leagues 
.Two Leagues 
. Three leagues. 
^One League and half 

PittQ ■; 
*■ ' ,. - ; » » ' . -■ 

Pitto . 



h — — Two leagues 



Two Leagues and half -tr-*- 
T wo Leagues -*— - 

ToY e paffagf to Trois R . One League -7*~. 

Take the 1 ferry htreto.Trois-Rivieres .* r-r- 

yomtduLac ■-■— - . Three leagues .. . — - 

Maflnfli ' — - < Three Leagues . ... . . — - 

Riviere Deioup — Ditto r—r- 

Ma&inongee «— Two leagues an4 half ■«*— r 
He»e take paflage. by water to Bertie, nye Leagues 
Doutray > — rr Two Leagues and half — 

VaHetree *■■■ ■ . Three Leagues and half * ? - 3, 

St. SoJpice One League a«4 hajf — -^ . I 

Arpenrini Three Leagues — r- J 

Feny to Long Pointxnthe Ifland of Montreal. — --* , * 
Point Anx Trembles Two Leagues -» — > Z 

Montreal — - Three Leagues, , - .- ■-■ .' ■ • ' t/j .■ \2 

Toul expenoe ^Montreal £.3 8 
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->> Wfytd&JtyJune 24, 1776. The fol- 
lowing Utter from General Carleton 
to Lord* George Germaine was this 
morning received by lieutenant 
.Foofcs, oPhk Majefty's fhip Lizard, 
wrtirttf from Quebec in the Hope 
vatffpottk 

Hhfjk&t ibt Maria, epfofite Sf.^wrV, 
-D\-::.i t May 2$, 1776. * 
♦■'? JW? Lord, 

* I have this moment received a.H 
account from Captain Foriler 4 that 



he, with a detaphment of the -8ti* 
regiment, £>me Canadians, and a 
number of Indians, had taken, the 
19th inftant, a fort at die Cedars, 
two pieces of cannon^ and, 390 rer>ej 
prifaners at difcretion. The' day foL- 
lowing a party of 120 rebels -crofTe4 
from the ifland of Montreal to Kin- 
chin j thole were attacked by MeffL 
JLorimer and-Mongtiny, defeated an<l 
taken. 

* The fmall force that is arrived 1$ 
drawing nearer to die rebels, to fee if 

any 
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toy affiftance can be given to the King's 
good fubje&s above, who have begun 
rather fooner than I cou*td have Wiihedi. 
The rebels are ftill numerous & the 
province, E artd talk ■of* large remforce- 
mentsi lam, &cv " :.*:...- 

GUY CARLETON.' 
Lieutenant Fooks foiled from Que- 
bec oh the afternoon of the 26th of 
May, and give$ an account, that be- 
fore his departure; fome Indians had 
arrived from the party at the Cedars, 
about eight league* from Montreal, 
who informed him that the Indians 
of the weftem confederacy were in 
motion to join the King's troops, and 
that a very large body of them were 
within three days March of the Ce- 
dars : he adds, that the fame night 
he left Quebec he met the tranfports 
with the Britifh regiments from Ire- 
land, under convoy of the C&rysfort 
and Pearl, and had no doubt of their 
arriving at Quebec the next morning ; 
and that his arrival at the Ifle of 
Coudre on the 28th, he found the 
tranfJ>orts with the Brunfwick troops, 
under convoy of the Juno and Blonde, 
at anchor, waiting for the return of 
tide, in drder to proceed irp to* *Qoe- 
bc£, the wind being then unfavour- 
able ; but that Lieutenant General 
Burgdyne was gone before in the Sur- 
prize^ frfeate, and probably would 
land £t Quebec on the evening of the 

a*? r 

: >* Admiralty-Office, June z$. 
* pomtnodore Hotham, who failed 
in tfe Prefton with feme others of 
lis Majefty's mips, to convoy the 
transports, haVmg on borfrd the firft 
divmem of Heffian troops, and the 
f arty of guards ordered to join the 
army under the command of General 
Howe, -gives an actount in a letter 
received from him, dated the c, tfe in- 
ifentithat he was then arrived in lat. 
44^37 te%* north loh. 36 : 12 deg. 
welt 1 litem t&e Lizard, with all his 
convey^ except the Malaga brig, 
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.which had partdd company hi a gattf 
of wind the 26th of May. He add* 
I that the^&pr continued very heaftby 
and in gbodipirits. •■ - T r . ■ • <. 
Mxtrv&llf a letter from QuehecftfateJ 

'-' Maj io 9 1776- - ? 
• * When I arrived here on fire 5t|t 
of November laft, 1 found thfe place ia 
a defencelefs flate. I had perftaded 
the mailer of the veflel I was in to 
take on board upwards of 30b men, 
who Were waiting at Newfostdland 
for a paflage hither ; for I hadlfome 
intimation of the ibtc of affairs/here, 
though nothing near fb had 4 *; as I 
found it ; and it was fortunate-We did 
bring thefe men, for the greater part 
of them were carpenters, and other 
artificers, and were of the greateft 
fervice in repairing our defences, and 
making platforms for our cannon ; 
fo that I fincerely think we couJd not 
have done without them. We had 
at that time not a a fingle foldier. 
On the 1 2th of Nov. C6L Macleam 
arrived with about 17b men .^f hi* 
regiment, and it was lucky he did; 
far on the 14th Arnold appeared be- 
fore the town, and I really believe the 
gates would have been opened (o him 
by the difafiecled and fainthearted 
among us, if it had not been for the 
Colonel. On the 19th General Carle- 
ton arrived. The firfl thiag the Ge- 
neral did was to turn out the ftfpect* 
ed, and all who w&uld not aflift in the 
defence of the place. ' This oOfcdion- 
ed a great trooping out of town; but 
though it diminifhed our numbers, it 
added greatly to our ibength, and ha* 
proved our &fety ; fbr^w&at *Ould we 
have done with fuch a parcel of felfe 
friends, ancf trembling ones ? ga. 4 
was, God-knows we had enough *© 
do. ? 

* On the 1 ft of December M<m¥ 
gomery landed at Point aux Tremble** 
he appeared before the towa on die 
5th, and icnt us a fommon^ w&Cfc 
was turned back without being attend- 

v -.v.. c£ 
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ki to; On the rbfch he began to 
throw bombs into tke town; and on 
the 17th he began to cannonade, but 
with* very little «ffe&; At different 
feme* he attempted (e*cral propofala* 
but none were hearkened to." About 
the aoth we ' were informed by de- 
fcrteri that he was preparing to ilorm 
w ; on the 2 jth. feme of their people 
were feen near the walls before day* 
light, and we had a terrible alarm, 
but they did not follow their pur- 
pose. From that time to the 31ft 
the gamibn were all under arms every 
might; and that day, in the morningj 
they made their attack in good ear- 
ned. While two parties made falfe 
attacks in two different p Pta of the 
wall, 'Montgomery attempted the 
ibuth end, and Arnold the north end 
©f the lower town. Montgomery was 
iiH«d at the firft difcharge ; his whole 
party muft have been cut off if a Ca- 
Indian officer had not. failed in his 
duty. On the other fide of the town 
Arnold was (uriounded, but got off 
very early with about 20 of his party ; 
the jetreat of" the reft was cut off by 
* fortiefrom the palace gate. 

* The prisoners we made amount- 
ed to 45a, officers included. Arnold 
then turned his fiegc into a blockade, 
maid we continued pretty quiet till the 
16th of February 5 we then found 
they were beginning to receive rein- 
forcements, and we have been in con* 
tmual oneafinels and expectation ever 
fince. They erefted three new-bao- 
teries, with which they did fome da- 
•nage to the (hipping in the Qui de 
$ac, and killed a few people. At 
lali, on the. 3d of May, they took the 
opportunity of the Hood to fend afire* 
flip up-tfee river, in order* to iet fire 
to the (hipping, and at the fame time 
■we could lee them drWn up, ready 
to attack the walls, if the fire-fhip 
took place: in truth, their fcheme was 
iweil laid. The (hip coming from 
below wa* at firil fuppofed to be a 
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friend arrived from fea to our relief* t 
it was night, and it was not till (he 
was very near our (hipping that* (he 
warf difcovered to be an enemy. On 
this we began a heavy fire on her; 
and when they found they were difi 
covered they lighted the train, and in 
a moment (he was in a blaze ; her 
fails immediately took fire, and checks 
ed her way^ and the tide then be- 
ginning to ebb (he was carried dowd 
the river by it, ^be fallows on board 
made their efeape in boats. Had 
their fcheme fuccecdcd, it muff have 
thrown us into great confafion ; and 
if they had taken that opportunity 
to aflault, for which they pBepared; 
we mould have been in imminent 
danger ; but it jpleafed God to pre- 
fer ve us. Their ladders were laid 
round the town at hand for them a 
day or two before: On the 6th of 
May, in the mortiingj we were again 
alarmed with another (hip» and We aH 
repaired to cur alarm points ; but 
we were foon agreeably difappointed 
at finding it to be the Surprise frigate 
come to our relief, which was pre* 
fently followed by the Ifis of 54 guns* 
and the Martin (loop. They had on 
board about 100 marines, and two 
companies of the 29th .regiment* 
which were landed with all' expedU 
tion, and at noon we marched out to 
•attack the enemy, but they did not 
chufe to wait for us. We have taked 
all their ammunition, baggage, &ci 
in fuch prodigious quantities, that it 
is inconceivable where they could get 
it. The Surprize frigate, and the 
Martin (loop, with two armed (choon* 
ers that we had here, failed up the 
river about the time we marched out* 
and have taken on the river the Gaft 
pee (loop of war, which the rebels had 
feized lail November, with a number 
of other veffels and boa s, and a great 
quantity of artillery and ammunition 
and a number of prifoners, we knovr 
not preciiely how many. The ptmoft 

of 
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©four numbers that marched out Mid 
not exceed Sco men, for no militia 
was ordered out, only fuch as offered 
themfelves as volunteers, and the re- 
bels confiderably exceeded 3000 men. 
My fatigue has been great. Be- 
fore this affair, I fcarcely ever laid 
two fucc.'flive nights in my cloaths, 
but on this occafion I flept in my 
cloaths 80 fucceflive nights (except 
when I was on duty, and did not fleep 
at all) and my room was a guard- 
room. We have not wanted provi- 
sions, but we have wanted wood very 
much, which in this exceffive cold 
country is terrible indeed. 

This, as nearly as I can make out, 
Was our garrifon during the liege : 
Col. Maclean's men - 170 

A company of the 7th regiment 60 
Marines '•• - 40 



Seamen 
Militia, about 



170 
450 
800 
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Out pf thefe we had fcarcely any 
that could be called regular troops. -r- 
Col.. Maclean's is a corps juft begin- 
ning to be raiftd, and the company 
of the 7th is. comppfed of three-fourths 
pf recruits laft fpring (moft of them 
Norfolk men.) Indeed the militia 
was ofrnore impo#agce than you can 
conceive, and behaved very well, 

Extracl of a letter from Quebec, May 
24, 1776. 
* On the 2 2d General Carleton left 
this place by water, with the 29th re- 
-giment about 600, and 340 of the 
^7th regiment. For three weeks we 
have had ftrong north-weft winds, 
very unfavourable for' the arrival of 
the troops from England^ and for the 
General's progrefs up the river. The 
rebels never ftopt in their flight from 
hence, till they got to Sorrel, (140 
miles from Qnebec, 'and about ao this 
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fide of Montreal) where they are for- 
tifying themfelves,- and gathering aa 
the provifions they can. Their num- 
bers before Quebec were more than, 
we really believed, they were near 
4000; iooo more have fince joined 
them from the lower colonies. 

* Yefterday an exprefs arrived, ac- 
quainting us that Lieutenant Colonel 
Caldwell and Governor Hamilton had 
come down from the upper pofts with 
.the 1 greateft part of the 8th regi- 
ment, with 500 Indians and fome 
Canadians from Detroit ; at a place 
.called the Cedars, about 45 miles 
from Montreal, they attacked a guard 
of 400 rebels, commanded by a Col, 
Buttle ; they killed or took almoft 
the whole of them, and were on their 
march ' to Montreal.* 

ExtracJ cf a Utter from Quebec, May 

25- 

* Though I have hardly any thing 
new to write you fince my laft, by the 
Hunter floop of war, yet I would nop 
mifs the opportunity of the failing of 
a veflel which goes from hence to- 
morrow with the Lieutenant of the 
Lizard, who carries difpatches from 
Captain Douglas to the admiralty. 

Both ' the army and navy feera 
heartily to concur in the bufinefs they 
are fent on, and every preparation is 
making to proceed up the river as 
foon as the German troops arrive.— 
The feven regiments from Ireland 
gave us fpirits on their arrival, and 
with what have dropped in before (for 
General Howe fent us a battalion of 
yoomen) we now inufter 10,000 ef- 
fective men. The royal Canadians 
which General Carleton raifed, are 
very refpectable foldiers, for the f:egf 
has quite perfected them ia their du- 
ty. Since the opening of the river, 
we have had arrived here many fail, 
27 of which were victuallers. Wer 
are in daily expectations of General 
Burgoyne and the tranfports, and be 
allured, from every appearance, that 
Q, there^ 
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ifcere is not the leaft dQubtof the en- 
tire recovery of this province, which I 
think will be a mortal ftrokc to the 
Provincial afTociation, and confe- 
iquently the means of a reconciliation 
between the Colonies and the Mo- 
ther Country.* 

. To the People of Pemfylvania. 
(Continued from page l6z.) 

* I have Ihewn in my laft, direc- 
ted to the people of North Ame^ 
rica, the impoffibility of a re-union 
Vith Great-Britain on the principles 
of the year 1763, if we mean to pre- 
serve our liberties. To be effectually 
Secured from future mifchiefs and ma- 
chinations in a cafe of re-union, there 
muft not -be one Crown officer either 
fcivil or military Jeft on the continent, 
iior a BritiQi mip of war permitted to 
enter our -harbours. From them our 
prefcnt diftrefles fprang, and by ,them 
they will be continued. And while 
any fuch is permitted to remain among 
^is, we keep our enemy in our bofom, 
and thg robber in our houfe. Be our 
doors ever fo Itrongly bolted it will 
*add nothing to our fecurity. Nothing 
'but a' division among the colonies, 
when it (hall be finally debated in 
fcongrefs whether we fljall be inde- 
pendent or not, can be the cauie of 
luture wars to America. This is the 
$ ngle point oh which our future hap- 
Jpinefs or mifcry will finally turn. * < * 

* It is eafy talking of a re- union 
and permanent fecurity to our liber- 
ties, and pubHc orators may fay it 
is very plain. I am ' no member of 
Congrefe, no commhtee-man, nor in 
the lecrets of either j but I will throw 
out fome hints to both, which it might 
not be amifs to coniider. Our wel- 
fare will greatlv depend on the weight 
they have" in tie minds of thofe who 
lire entrufted with our public affairs. ; 

* He betrays an uncommon degree 
of ignorance . of human nature, who 
thinks that a cordial re-union can 



tajce place between Greaf-Britain and 
any one* of the United Colonfes.— 
Slaves have been. known to prefer fer- 
vhude to freedom, but this has al^ 
ways happened where their matters 
Wed them" exceedingly well. l Th6 
moment ijl ufage and a difregard of 
their intereft take place, the happinefs 
of fuch a dependence and connection 
is gone for ever. Our connection can 
no longer exift on^ former principles! 
Thefe principles did not, nor could 
riot protect us. They once exifted, 
and what'good did they do us ; Did 
they fave us from our prefent trou- 
bles ? I fay therefore, if a re- union 
takes place, it muft be on the princi- 
ples of unlimited dominion on the one 
hand,abfoIutefubmiffion on theother/i 
They will fooner treat with yotf as 
independent ftates, thangrant yoii 
all that is neceflary to fecure your 
privileges, while you acknowledge 
fubje&ion. But granting they fhquld 
^be willing to grant abfolute fecurity, 
which tkey n<Sver will ; the Colonies 
which have fuffered leaft may re-unite* 
on thefe terms: others, I am confi- 
dent neither can rior will, until they 
are deprived of that fbrefight which 
diftinguifhes them/mm theiamb whiek 
licks the hand of the butcher," To 
imagine that three of the fouthern and 
four of the northern Colonies can ever 
re-unite on any other principle than 
that of abfolute conqueft is folly in, 
the extreme. - 

-* Blood once flied puts a final ,p*. 
riod to all other accommodations ; 
and. the exciting a flave : to e«t »the 
throat of his mailer produces a fiinilar 
effe&. A fpirit once kindled by bloody 
can never be cooled but by the fame; 
or a totaT extinction of its fire* \£nd 
<3od is fo fer from defiring or expect 
ing a friendly re-union, and connec- 
tion in fuch cafes, that he has. conti- 
nually declared the contrary in every 
diipenfation fince; the murder of Abel, 
, ty conilantly rejpeating, * thathe fc whp 
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ftecldeth' thari*s blood, by man lhall while they that Hand cot will be e*- 



his blood be lheoV I therefore repeat 
it, that a re-union of moft of, the co- 
lonies is now become Ifhpbffible, Can 
any of the New- England Colonies 
ever be cordially united to Grreat- 
JBritain ? Can they ever approach their 
fea coafts without viewing with hor- 
ror and indignation the ravages of 
her fleets and armies ? Can Virginia, 
the 'Cafelinas, or even New York, 
ever be content with governors ap- 
pointed \>y the crown ? The day they 
tan contetitedly fubmit to fuch ap- 
Jxrintments, or fuch re-unidn, the (pirit 
of freedom will forfake thefe colonies. 
Freemen will .never grow on fuch a 
foil. When this takes place, Great- 
Britain may convert her African into 
Sin American Cofnpany of flave tra- 
ders, and fend her (hips to carsy her 
white negroes to the Weft Indies to 
work her fugar plantations. I have 
a better opinion of them, than to think 
them ripe for fuch a metamorphofis ; 
1 therefore conclude they will fight for 
independency, and they will obtain it. 
On this account, an attempt of any of 
the Colonies to be re-united to Great- 
Britain, would be a very unwife and 
unhappy meafure. A war twice 
fought always cofts lefs blood and 
treafure thaa once effectually gone 

through; ^There are fome, who 

lenowing that a republic well regu- 
lated is ever unfavourable to that 
ambition which aims to be aggrandiz- 
ed at the public expence, will make 
ftrenudus oppofitkm to independency, 
and they would willingly difonite the 
colonies rather than join in averting 
it; To fuch I would throw out fome 
cautionary obfervations. 

i ft, A divifion of the Colonies will 
not prevent the independence of thofe 
which ftand out. 

2dly, The provinces which (ubmit 
iprUl return to trade arid agriculture, 
and confeqnentiy kfe the ufe of arm«> 



pert warriors. 

, 3<lly, The continent will be divided 
into two diftinct empires or repub- 
lics, a northern and a fouthern : for 
affure yourfelves, Virginia will never 
fubmit, and the Carolina* (if not Ma* 
ryland) will join her. 

4thry, While there is land to. fettle, 
and two empires on the continent, 
war will be the consequence. 
: jthly, When Great Britain is fo 
tar reduced as to declare them inde- 
pendent, who will protect the fttb- 
mitting colonies from the refenttnent 
of in cen fed warriors* whom they de- 
fer ted ? Such colonies will finally be 
divided between the two powers. 

The man who traces thefe hints 
fairly, be he who he may, if he means 
not to fell his right to America wifl 
be a ftrehuous advocate fof indepen- 
dency, and a united continental legis- 
lature. 

From the fame. 
To the People of North* Amiricm. 

' Having difpatched my two irre- 
gular numbers, which were particu- 
larly directed to the freemen of" the 
province of Pennsylvania; I now re- 
turn to the plan I rirft ftt out upon, 
which was to lay fuch objects before 
you, as if properly attended to, will 
enable you to fecUre that to your off. 
fpring, for which you at prefent con- 
tend,, and put it out of die power of 
any fet of men, however cunning and 
ambitious, to rife into power and im- 
portance at your expence. The fub- 
ject of my prefent, number, hoWever 
ill qualified I may be to difcufs it, is 
of very great confeauence to Ame* 
rica ; it being iinpoflible to make the 
beft of our prefent advantages, unlets 
old prejudices are effectually removed. 
t I wifti it to be examined with care 
and reviewed with impartiality ; as 
truth is my object, and the happinefs 
of mankind, without regard to feet, 
Q-? party. 
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patty, province, or dtltrict, the" end of confer happiftefs on 
my labour. 



Pare monarchy is that form of 
government which is framed for the" 
exaltation of the prince alone, and his 
intereft and grandeur are of primary 
confideration ; the people are only of 
confequence fo far as their welfare is 
involved in his. The grand monarch 
5s the only being known to the confti- 
tution, who like the divinity, pardon 
the coihparifon, derives every power 
from himfelf, from whom the other 
members of the community , derive 
every priviledge they poflefs, and on 
whofe will they depend for a conti- 
nuance. Ariflocracy divides all the 
privileges of the ftatefc among the 
grandees of the nation, antl confti- 
tuting them the fole legislators and 
executors, lodges all power in their 
hands. Oligarchy diftributes the pow- 
ers of government into a few hands, 
who are generally the leaders of fo 
many factions which exifl in the ftate. 
In all thefe forms the people are of 
but fmall, if of any confideration, and 
the farther we diverge from pure mo- 
narchy, the more intolerable they be- 
come. Popular government fome- 
times termed democracy, republic or 
common wealth, is that plan of civil 
fociety, wherein the community at 
Jarge takes the care of its own wel- 
fare, and manages its concerns by re- 
presentatives elected by the people out 
of their own body. 

* Seeing the happinefs of the peo- 
ple is the true end of government, 
.and it* appears by the definition that 
the popular form i* the only one which 
has this for its object, it may be worth 
enquiring into the caufes, which have 
.prevented its fuccefs in the world.— 
In this enquiry it would ill become 
us to fit down contented with the ac- 
counts given of royal ambafladors, 
or men of ambition who can never 
arrive to. the. height they afpire to in 
a republic." Witji fuch men it is im- 
poffible for a common- wealth to 



its roen&m.-^ ' 
Were they honeftly to inveftjgate the 
fubject perhaps they, would alter their 
opinions. The neceffity of mutual 
defence firft gave xife to focial con- 
nexions, which were confequently of 
the military kind. Thus very great 
diftinctions between the members of 
the fame community, were. incorpo- 
rated into the very conilitution of the 
{late, and formed an infuperable ob- 
ftacle to a perfect republic. Every 
nation which has hitherto attempted 
to fet up a republic, entered on the 
meafure too late. They were the 
convnlfcd remains of fome govern- 
ment erected upon military principles, 
and finding it hard to content thofe 
with the fimple rights of freemen, 
who were once pofleifedjof all power, 
they too eafily gave way to claims of 
a fuperipr nature, whereby they ad- 
mitted an intereft feparate and diftinct 
from, and inconfiftent with, the ge- 
neral welfare of the people ; this in- 
tereft for ever clashing with that of the 
community, produced continual con- 
fufions, until the people , wearied out 
with the ftruggle, gave up to the arif- 
tocratical party, or blindly following 
fome popular leader, in confidence of 
his attachment to their intereft, gave 
all power into, his hands, which ge- 
nerally ended in tyranny* . 

* The inexperience of mankind war . 
another caufe of the decay of popular 
governments; being unacquainted with 
legiflative reprefentation, eftablifhed 
on the principles of a free, uninflu- 
enced, and general election, they met 
in large and confequently tumultuous 
aflemblies ; this gave ambitious and 
defigning men, to whom fuch a form 
of government is always unfavourable, 
great opportunities of breeding dis- 
turbances and creating factions, which 
generally terminated in its diflblupon. 
Befides this manner of conducting 
public affairs, not fuiting extenu\e 
dominion, the privileges of the fociety 
were continually confined to the pre- 
cincts 
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dnfts of the capital, and as foon as 
their territories extended beyond thefe 
bounds, flavery took place, which in- 
ducing the neceflity of (landing ar- 
mies, laid a foundation for ovcrturn- 
ing itfelf. The feuds and artimofi- 
ties attendant on this mode of ma- 
naging public affairs, gave great op- 
portunities to thofe whofe ambitious 
defigns were incompatible with the 
good of the fociety, to bring it into 
diflike and contempt. Far from try- 
ing to remedy any defects in the fyf- 
tcm, or to put an end to factions and 
difturbances, they ufed their utmoft 
abilities and cunning, to heighten the 
old and excite new, until the minds 
of the people were fo torn to pieces, 
and worn out by feuds and confufions, 
that they were read/ to fubmit to 
any thing, which could relieve them 
from their untfappy fituation ; then 
artfully charging the troubles them- 
fdves had occafioned, to the fault of 
the conftitution, they eafily obtained 
fuch a change in its form as was more 
favourable to their defigns. 

1 Political writers cither miftaking 
the true caufes, of the uneafineffes 
which are found in ancient popular 
governments, or willing to make court 
to princes, have greatly contributed to 
bring the republican forms of go- 
vernmentinto difcredit ; this has been 
carried to fuch a length with many, 
that the mentioning a democracy 
conftantly excites in them the idea 
of anarchy ; and few, except fuch as 
have emancipated themfelves from the 
fhackles of political bigotry and pre- 
judice, can talk of it with patience, 
or hearken to any thing offered in its 
defence* 

* One or all of the foregoing caufes 
have at one time or another contri- 
buted to the dtfftr uction of republics ; 
but of all- others the firft' has done 
moft. "Where two or more feparate 
interefta- exift in a government, there 
contention will remain until one be- 
comes mailer* A nation mull confift 
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of all kings; all nobles, or all flmpte 
freemen t« prevent iuch coufufians 
and preferve its privileges. Every 
attentive reader of hiftory muft per- 
ceive this. The hiflory of the Roman 
common- wealth, abating for its fo- 
reign wars, is little elfe but a relation 
of feuds, factions, and animofities, 
occafioned by the exigence of a rank' 
of nobles, whofe intereft was uncon-» 
netted with that of the Plebeians ; 
they formed fchemes and adopted 
plans to balance the powers and re- 
concile the interefts of thefe two 
ranks ; but all to no purpofe : ty- 
ranny at laft deftroyed them both.-* 
The irreconcilablenefs of thefe two in- 
terefts did more to prevent tie forma- 
tion of a republic in Great-Britain, 
than all the ambition of a Cromwell ; 
and if I miftake not, Ludlow, in his 
memoirs charges its failure to this 
caufe alone. Where no King is, that 
body muft enjoy his power or be an- 
nihilated : they muft and will hang 
together. To a man of reflection 
this will readily appear, and fully ex- 
plain the reafons why a parliament 
that dethroned a King, voted a Houfe 
of Lords ufelefs. They will be an 
everlafting plague to the fociety which 
has not a King, for they will always 
be aiming at kingly authority ; and 
where there is a King their dignity 
and confequence will now from him, 
and they will be his tools, if he makes 
no attack on their peculiar privileges. 
* Two or morediftinct interefts can 
never exift in fociety, without finally 
deftroying the liberties of the people. 
The beft plans will fail in accom- 
pliihing this, until mankind fhall have 
univerlally learned to do to others as 
they would be done unto. The whole 
wifdom of the Britilh nation, at a 
time when its virtue and wifdom was 
at the higheft, exerted its utmoft ef- 
forts to form a perfect plan of poli- 
tical freedom, and to preferve and fe- 
cure the rights of the three, diftinct 
clafTes of King, Lords, and Commons, 

and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



and it was thought they hadesTecled 
it ; but latter experience has proved 
the contrary. The crown of Great* 
Britain is now as abfolute in legifla^ 
tore as the Crown of France, and 
were it not for the Habeas Corpus* 
a&, and trial by jury, the confluences 
of offending it would be full as fatal. 
* * Kings and nobles are artificial 
Beings for whofe emolument civil fo- 
ciety was never intended, and not? 
withftanding they have had the good 
fortune to efcape without general cen- 
fure from the world, yet I will boldly 
affirm that nine tenths of all the pub- 
lic calamities which ever befel man- 
kind, were brought on by their means. 
The proteft which the Almighty en- 
tered againft Kings, when the Jews 
demanded one, fhews in what efti- ■ 
mation they are* held by the divinity. 
Point me out the King that does not 
verify the defcription, and I will be- 
gin to ftffpe& thedivinityof the bible. 
"Wicked Kings and Governors make up 
the hiftoryof the Old Teftament, and 
the chief part of the labour of the 
prophets was to keep them within 
bounds. It is thought to be vaftly in fa- 
vour of king's that weare commanded 
to pray for them ; but if the nature or 
defign of prayer were attended to, it 
would certainly make againft thefts 
If the wickedeft of men Hand moft in 
need of prayers ; it is no wonder that 
fo many clergymen are continually 
fending up petitions for Kings ; but 
it is certainly much againft them that 
all thefe prayers do them fo little 
good. 

' • Mankind never fuflered fo much 
during the exiftence 6f a republic as 
they have fuffered in the fhort reigns 
t>f many Kings. A Harry the 8th 
did more mifchief to his fubjefts than 
-any republic ever did to its members, 
notwithftanding that they were fo ill 
conftitutfcd. But the true principles 
of republicanifm are at prefent fo well 
nnderftood, and the mode of con- 
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dueling ftch a government Co AmpTtf 
and eafy, and America fo fit fbr hi 
reception, that a dozen of wife heads 
and Koneft hearts might in one day 
form a plan fbf the United Colonies, 
which would as much excel any one 
now exifting; as the Britifti confer 
tution does that of Caffrerfa. 

* When I ferioufly cOnfider this; 
and take a calm furvey of the ftate of 
civil government throughout the 
world, the modes whereby they ac- 1 
quired their pfeferit forms, and the 
caufes which gave rife to "them, I 
cannot help cherishing a fecret hope, 
that God has deftined America to 
form the Iaft and belt plan which can 
poffibly exift, and that he will gra* 
dually carry thofe who have Jong 
bent under the galling yoke of tyranny 
in every other quarter of the g;ld1>e, 
into the bofom of peffeft liberty and 
freedom in America. Were the great 
men of the prefent day, and all thofe 
who choofe to interfere in pnbHc af- 
fairs only to fet before them the god- 
like pleafure of conferring the mot 
lafting and complete ftate of bappi- 
nefs human nature'is capable of, in a 
ftate of civil fociety on millions yet 
unborn, and the eternal reward winch 
muft attend the doing of fo mock 
good, I ean not help thinking but con- 
tracted views, partial interdb and 
•party factions would fink under and 
yield to confederations of ft> gready 
fuperior a nature. 

* Few opportunities have ever beea 
offered to mankind of framing an en- 
tire conftitution of government upon 
equitable principles. AH modern 
writers on this fubjeft, agree that 
mankind are entitled to freedom by 
birth, and that they are independent 
of, and -on a level with each otherj 
when they enter into fociety. This 
hbing the cafe, it is evident that wBcre 
great diftinclions exift in a community 
before its conftitution is formed, its 
members do not enter on equally ad 1 

' vantageous 
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vantageous terms, and if will be dif- 
'ficult if not impoffible to frame an 
equitable .plan. Rome had heir Pa-, 
trcs, and Patres Cpnfcripti, '*. Deforc 
ifce attempted it. ariil the confluence 
was an eternal claming of ihtereft 
wJiich Jcept their confutation fo fluc- 
tuating, cnatjhey. never could be faid 
to have any thing permanent, but 
the}r Eatrei to JCings, and this was 
the only liable principle which pre- 
served tfc cominon-wealth as long as 
itlafted, ' ' " J * v r ^ ^ 
f Whenever any rank in fociefy 13 
invefted with more than an 'equal 
/hare of die privileges and powers of 
that focietj, it rriuft l>e at the expence 
of„tlie other ranks. Men, naturally 
!on a level, ought to remain fo by the 
xonftitution pfthe fociety, if tfeey whl 
Ifecurp tlie lioerty and welfare of d*e 
.Community, and every civil arid ne* 
.J&fFary diifca&ion, as that oflegifla- 
tbr an4 rtia^iirate, and the other civil 
jbifccers fjxould be fo fettled as never 
^oreinaln longih one family, other- 
jvife fy wijl end in tne enflaving of 
that people. All natural diftin&ion^ 
Yuch as weak iind ftrong, wife and 
foolifh, and every accidental or ,ad- 
^ye^utious one ; fuch as learned and 
inlearned, rich arid oobr, may fafejy 
iexLft in the community, without in- ■ 
Jerrupting itspea^ee' and felicity ; but 
ivery family diton&on which a fo- 
£jety creates, will finally prove de£ 
'truclive. to that fociety. Princes of 
-the blood, princes of the empire, and 
^eersoftjie realmi ever have been, 
are now, ever will be, the convenient 
pud ,necefiary tools of royal tyrants, 
,fcauere4 up and down the commu- 
»nitjf» fcr the more ready accompli (h- 
ing hjsj will who created them AH 
political diftin&ions ought to be the 
.gift of |he free people at large, and 
xontinually to revert to theih at the 
; ^d,of ttfe Jjqlitical year, to be re- 
newed' or otherwise, as they ihall 
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f Almoft every civil cpuftiturion 
now exiting in, the world is parti/ 
the fpurious offspring of fome former 
very defective one. Perhaps America 
b theonly cQuntry 'in the world, vthoU 
ly free from all political impediments 
at the very time it is laid under the 
rieceffity of framing a civil conftitn- 
tion. Haying no rank exifting above 
that of freemen, me has but one in- 
tereft to confult, and that intereft; 
blefTed be God for it, is the true and 
pnfy intereft of man as member of 
ifqeiety, 

SALUS POPUL^ 

From the Pjennfyl<vania y owned. 
Memento to th* Americans. 

f Remember the ftamp aft, bfr 
which. immerife fums were to be year- 
ly extorted fronr you. 
. Remember the declaratory aft, by 
which a power was affumed of bind** 
ing y° u » m All cafes whatfoever, with- 
out your confent. 

Remember the broken proinife of 
.the miniftry *, never again to attempt 
a tax on America. 

Remember the duty- aft. 
- .Remember the maiTacre at Bofbn, 
byBritifh foldiers. 

Remember the ruin of that once 
flouVSfhing city, by their means. 

Remember the maffacre at Lexing- 
ton. 

Remember the burning of Charles- 
Town. 

Remember General Gage's infa- 
mous breach of faith with die people 
■ofBofton. 

Remember the canonading, bom> 
barding, and burning of Falmouth. 

Remember the ihrieks and cries of 
the women and children. 

Remember the cannonading ofStq* 
nington and Briftol. 

Remember die burning of James- 
Town, Rhpdc-Mand. 

* In Lord HHljborougyt circular 

Re* 
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Remember the frequent infults of with them fpenryoor blood and trea* 



Newport, 

Remember the broken charters. 

Remember the cannonade of Hamp-? 
ton. 

Remember the aft for fcreening 
and encouraging your murderers. 

Remember the cannonade of New- 
York. 

Remember the altering your efta- 
blifhed jury laws. 

Remember the hiring foreign troops 
againft you. 

Remember the rejecting of. Lord 
Chatham's, Mr. Hartley's and Mr. 
Burke's plans of conciliation. 

Remember the treatment of Frank- 
lin and Temple. 

• Remember the rejecting of all* your 
numerous humble petitions. 

• Remember the contempt with which 
4hey fpoke of you in both houfcs. 

Remember the cowardly endeavour 
to prevent foreign nations fopplying 
you with arms and ammunition, when 
.they themfelves knew they intended 
Coming to cut your, throats. 

Remember their hiring favages to 
.murder your farmer* with their fa- 
milies. 

Remember the bribing negro flaves 
to affaflinate their mailers. 

Remember the burning of Nor- 
folk*. - m . 

Remember their obliging you to 
pay treble duties, when you came to 
-trade with the countries you helped 
them to conquer f. . ' 

Remember their depriving you of 
•*U ihare in the fifheries, you equally 

# This and all the heforc-mentioned, 
nvere open, dtfencelefs towns, which, by 
"the laws of war, jhould always he 
/fared. - v 

f A3 of Parliament, i$Ge$rgelU> 

laying a duty sf three-fence fer gallon 

en allfpirits imported into Canada from 

Britain ; and nine-fence, if from any 

^cf the North American colonies* 



fure to acquire. 

Remember thcirold reftri&ions on 
your woollen manufactories, your hat- 
making, your iron .and fteel forges 
and furnaces. 

, Remember their arbitrary admiral- 
ty courts. 

Remember the inhuman treatment 
of the. brave Col. Allen, and the irons 
he was fent in to England. 

Remember the long, habitual, bafe 
venality of JBrjtifti PaHiaments. 

Remember the corrupt, putrified 
ftate of that nation, and the virtuous, 
found, healthy ftate of your own 
young conftitudon. 

Remember the tyranny of Mezen- 
tius, who bound living men, face to 
face, with dead ones, and the e&V$ 
of it %. 

Remember the obftinacy and un- 
forgiving fpirit of theJ^-^5 evident 
in the treatment of his ownqJGrf=^s. 

Remember that an honourable death 
is preferable to an ignominious life ; 
and never forget what you owe to your-* 
felves, your families, and your pofterity. 

On the raifing of flax in America* 
Squire Shrewdly, Well, neighbour 
Wheatly, what is the intelligence 
from the great city ? the moon will 
light you home,; fuppofe you ffray an 
hour extraordinary, and take a friend* 
ly pipe—what are the aflembly a? 
bout? 

Wheatly, Why Squire, I generally get 
through my bufinefs as quick as lean, 
and don't trouble my head much with 
public affairs. — I fuppofe they are in 
good hands, and ib I truft fuch mat- 
ters to our learned men — but now I . 
think bn't — I had half an hour's talk 
with one of our members (who. fpeaks 
as freely to me now, fince he's a mem- 
ber, as he did before) and he told me 
the citizens had been acting a ftrangc 

% The corruption of the one ftifonrf 
the other \ . 

part. 
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ibarr, which neither he nor any of his 
brethren could get to the bottom of — 
they have prefented a petition to the 
houfe, requefting a bounty on the 
raifing of flax, and alfo praying the 
affembly to fet Up, all round the 
country, a number of thingumbobs 
for iptnning wool and cotton, by which 
one perfon can perform the work of 
three — now our member thought, as 
the city has always been contwifted 
careful of dqingTavours to the country > 
that they have fome underhand de r 
fign to dver-reach us ; for fome of 'em, 
you know, Squire, wo'd cheat the 
Old Boy himfelf if they could* 

Squire Shrewdly* Very well, neigh- 
tour, and pray what was your opi- 
nion of the matter — did you venture 
to offer a conjecture upon' the occa- 
fion, or did your deference for the 
learned* as you are pleafed to term 
them* induce you to fufpend your 
judgment, till you get to your own 
fire-fide. 

* Wheatly* I had to be fure fome 
thoughts on the occafion, but you 
know 'Squire, it is not fit at all times 
to tell one's thoughts; 

'Squire Shrewdly. You fay right — 
fcut there axe other times, when one 
may {peak them without referve, fo 
I beg you will give me your honeft 
fentiments on the fubjeft. 

Wheatly. WJ»y 'Squire, if I muft 
fpeak, I can't help faying, that it 
looks very like a icheme of the citi- 
zens, to get us to put money into their 
pockets ; they can't fhip off wheat, 
and flour as ufual to Europe and the 
Weft-Indies, and therefore, thinks 
they, if we can get the farmers to 
iaife alarge quantity of flax, they will 
be obliged to bring it to town , and 
the merchants will fend it off to Vir- 
ginia, Carolina, and Georgia ; and 
jo whilft we have got our wheat fhut 
op in our barns, and our mills all 
Aanding ftill, they will be making a 
jjretty gpenny of us; And don't yoa 



obierve, 'Squire, their cunning, iri 
wanting to fet up them fpinning thing* 
about the country for us to fpin cot- 
ton and wool. Thinks they, if once 
we can get the country people to ufe 
'em, they will work fo faft, that all 
the wool will be prefently fpun up> 
and then they will /end to the Caro- 
lina* for cotton,, and we mall be oblig- 
ed to buy it, or be idle^ Thus, you 
fee, they are fcheming it both ways; 
to make money of us — but don't 
catch old birds with chaff, 'Squire. 

Squire Shrewdly. This is a very fe- 
rious matter, neighbour Wheatly, and 
you have roufed a variety of thoughts 
in my mind. As I have always found 
you ready to liften to reaibnj and 
frankly to acknowledge an error, when 
you difcover it, I with the more plea- 
fare, frequently converfe with you.— 
Your notions, neighbour Wheatly, ori 
this fubj-ct, are much too confined. 
Don't you know, that all intercourfe 
with Great-Britain is fufpended ? — 
That there has been, for above twelve! 
months, a total ftoppage to the im- 
portation of linen (except a little 
fmuggled in from Holland) and that 
all the flax now on tha continent, will 
fcarcely make us a night-cap a-piece J 
Is not your wife daily cutting up Iheets 
and aprons, to put- patches on your 
children's fhirts? nay, did not you tell 
me, that the piece of brown homefpuri , 
linen, flicking otft of your pocket, was 
for the body- lining of your daughter'* 
wedding gown, becaufe there was no 
white to be had — how then did you 
expect to be clothed the enfuirig year, 
tmlefs an ample quantity is provided ? 
It is not enough for you to raife flax 
for your own family ; you feerri to 
know that there are feveral ColoAies 
which feldom raife any, and there- 
fore, the very argument yoii u'fe a-* 
gainft it, mould induce you to cul J 
tivate it, in the moft extenfive man- 
ner. If you have no market for your 
wheat, you ought greedily to embrace 
, R to 
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the offer of fo good a fubftitute, for a 

iundred poj9^.p0ate4jby,ttp.<0 n F* 
is as good as a. hundred pounds by tip 
ether. ^ So far, from fufpe&ing, the 
<&tizens of unfriendly defigns, you are 
„e*tremely obliged to thq%for phepro- 
Jx>fal J for, let the bounty be^ what it 
will, a confiderable, part will come 
out of their pockets, and the whole 
benefit will be reaped by you. , As to 
the invention for expediting the fpin- 
iung>ofcptton and wool, the gain will 
alfo be wholly on your fide ; for if it 
leflens labour, it will certainly leflen 
the coil of your clothes, and thereby 
enable you to fupply yourfelves perhaps 
ins cheap ajs you have been ufed to buy 
out of the flores : therefore, the ci- 
tizens are gerieroufly giving up their 
own intereft, to ferve the prefent 
qaufe, for juft fo much as you make 
for yourfelves, juft fo much will they 
Be obliged to leflTen in their importa- 
tions, when trade refumes its old chan- 
nel* 

Wbeatly, Why, 'Squire, youaftound 
me — I really afk their pardons, I now 
fee it as plain as the pip£ in your 
worfhip's mouth, that we ought toraife 
as much flax as we can, and to fpin 
as faft as we can too. I will fow every 
grain of my feed inftead of carrying 
it to the oil-mill, and let my window 
fhutters go unpainted for another year, 
when oil will be as plenty in the coun- 
try as fmall beer ; and if our mem- 
ber gives his vote againft fetting up 
4, thingamentary in our county, he 
Shan't have my intereft at the next 
election ; and fo, *S quire, I muft 
mount my horfe and jog on. 



Colotiy of Mqfacbufetl*: Bay, ^ffex^Jl 
* At a court ere&ed to try and con- 
demn all veffels that mail be found 
infefting the fea-coaft of America, 
end brought Into the counties of Suf- 
folk, Middlefex> or Eflbx, to be held 
at Ipfwich, in the faid county of 
Effex, on Monday the eighteenth day 
jof March 1776, at the hour often in 
r the forenoon, will be tried the jullice 



30 ; 

of the capture of the foMowing veffels* 
yias. $f -a .lhjp , called, t the, , Jenny fr tyuv 
then ..about tour hundred tflns^ com-*- 
manned by William Poller j of i fhip 
called the Concord, burthen abou^po 
tonsj comn>ande ( d by^ James £awrea * 
and of a fchooner called the ; Two 
Sifters,^ burthen about elgKty ianj$j 
commanded by Robert Robbins. .7 i 

/ At the fame court to be )\di at 
Ipfwich aforefaid on Tuefday the nine^ 
teen t ; h day of March 1776, w,iU be 
tried' the juftice of the capture of the 
following veffels, viz* Of a (hip cal- 
led the Friends, burthen about tvvc> 
hundred tons, commanded by Archi- 
bald Bowie ; of a brigantine called 
the Sukey, burthen about nmefyxcub^ 
commanded by MaddetEngi: of* 
floop called the North Briton, bur- 
then about fixty tons, commanded by 
John Ritchie ; of a floop called the 
Sally, burthen about feventy tons, 
laden with wine, commanded by Ro- 
bert Bafden, an officer, of the Niger 
frigate, the faid floop having l>een 
firft taken by the faid Niger fiigat# 
from fome of the inhabitants of. the 
United Colonies,. 

* At the fame court to be held ai 
Ipfwich aforefaid on Wednefday the 
20th day of March 1776, will be 
tried the jullice of the capture of the 
following veffels, viz. Of a brigantine 
named the Nancy, burthen about two 
hundred and fifty tons, commanded 
by Robert Hunter : of a certain, floop 
burthen about eighty tons, command- 
ed by one Smith, and having on 
board as cargo, turnips and Spanish 
milled dollars : of a brigantine named 
the Little Hannah, burthen about 
one hundred and forty tons, com^ 
manded by Robert Adamjs: of aflcK^p 
named the Betfey, burthen about lix- 
ty tons, commanded by one Atkirifoa* 
■ * At the fame court to be held at 
Ipfwich on Thurfday the twenty/-fir£ 
day of March 1776", will be tried the 
jullice of the capture of the following 
veffels, viz. of a iloop called the In- 
dustry, bprthen about forty tons, com- 
manded by Samuel Lane : of a floop 

called 
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Cfcttrthbi'^ift fifty Thurflfey 4htr *»& &*? Jp* >M**** 
1776, at the^hour of tenirf the fore* 



tailed WA._ T € 

tot**; ^m^tderf fiy WApJffitfch':' of 
a YchbdHer tabled the FHhei; Mitten 
abou^ff^n^e.tons, commanded by 
* JdlA^'Woodf. t* atocl of a fnow named 
tK^eMat^s^m^cnabtiUtfbne hundred 
aiid^eigtity tours', commanded byWil- 
.liam ttttjedale* all whirir veffels, 
ftid ttf be ; improved in fuppfyirie the 
flgcfr andarmy employed againft the 
TXnite'd Colonies, and taken and 
brought 5 into the county of Eflex a- 
forefaid, together with their cargoes 
arid appurtenances, are libelled in the 
court afbrefaid, and trials will be had 
thereon at the feveral times above ap- 
pointed (unlefs the length of fome 
trials fhouM neceflarily prevent the 
hearing of any caufes on the days 
Above aflignedj in which cafe fuch 
caufes will be tried as foon afterwards 
a'sjnay be, and the whole in the or- 
der above-mentioned.) Of all which 
trials this notice is given, purfuant 
to'the laws of the colony afbrefaid, 
that the owners of the afbrefaid veffels, 
6r any perfons concerned therein, may 
appear and (hew caufe, if any they 
have, why the faid veifels, or any of 
them, with their cargoes and appur- 
tenances, fhould not be condemned, 
Timothy Pick^rinc, jun. judge 
' of faid court. 

Colony pftbe Majacbufets-Bay, EJex, fl*. 

' A brig named the Henry and 
Efther; burthen about 300 tons, com- 
manded -by one Nellis, and faid to be 
improved in fupprying, or otherwife 
nfcd- in the fervice of the fleet and 
army employed againft the United 
Colonies, and taken and brought into 
the county of Eflex, together with her 
Cargo arid appurtenances, is libelled in 
the court crefted »o try and condemn 
all tern-Is- that mall be found inciting 
the fea-doafts of America, and brought 
into the counties of Surfolk, Middle- 
sex; biE flex ; and a trial will be had 
thereon at faid court, ux be held z% 
Jofwich, in faid county of Eflex, on 



Aid this notice is given there*- 
of, jmrfuan* to the laws df the Go^ 
lony afbrefaid, that the owners of &UI 
veffels, and any perfons concerned 
therein, may appear and fhew r caufe, 
if any they have, why the faid veffel 
and her cargo and appurtenance*, 
fhould not be condemned, 
Timothy Pickemno, jun# judge 
of faid court. 



Scheme for tbt fittlement of a new cohny 
to the ivejt-*ward of Pcmtjyhvania,. 
■ for the enlargement of bit Majefy't 
dominions in America, for the further 
promotion of the Cbrifiian religion 
among the Indian natives, and for tbt 
more effectual fecuring them in bis* 
Majefly's alliance* 

4 That humble application be made 
either to his Majefty or the General 
Affembly of Connecticut, or to both, 
as the cafe may require, for, a grant 
of fo much land as mail be neceflary 
for the fettlement of an armple colony* 
to begin at the diftance of lop miles 
weftward of the weftern boundaries of 
Pennfylvania, and thence to extend 
pne hundred miles to the weftward of 
the river MiiCfippi, and to be divided 
from Virginia and Carolina by the 
great chain of mountains that runs 
along the continent from the north-* 
eatiern to the foutji-weftern parts of 
America, 

'.That humble appjicatign^e made 
to his MajfcftYj for a charter to ereft 
the faid territory into a feparate go* 
vernment, with the fame privileges 
which the colony of Connecticut en- 
joys, and for fuch fupplies of arms and 
ammunition as may be neceflary for 
the fafety and defence of the fettkrsj, 
and that his Majefty would alfo be 
pleated to tak;e the faid new colony 
under his immediate protection. 

* That application be made' to the 

aiTemblies of the feveral Britifh cole 

nies in North-America, to grant fuca 

R z fup* 
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fupplies of money and provifions as 
may enable the tettlers to fecure the 
friendfhip of the Indian natives, and 
fup port themfelves and families till 
they are eftablifhed ip faid colony in 
peace and fafety, and can fupport 
themfelves by their own induftry. 

* That at leaft twelve reverend mi- 
nifters of the gofpel be engaged to 
remove to the laid new colony, with 
fuch numbers of their refpeclive con- 
gregations as axe -willing to go along 
with them, 

* That eyery perfon, from the age 
of fourteen years and upwards (flaves 
excepted) profefimg the Chriftian re- 
ligion, being proteftant fubjecls of the 
crown of Great-Britain, and that will 
remove to faid new colony with the - 
flrit fettlers thereof, fhall be entitled to 
a fufficient quantity of land for a good 
plantation, without any confideration 
money, and at the annual rent of a 
pepper corn : faid plantation to con- 
tain at leaft three hundred acres, two 
hundred acres of which to be fuch 
land as is fit either for tillage or mea^ 
£ow, 

f That every perfon under the age 
of fourteen years (flaves excepted} who 
removes to faid province with the 
frft fettlers thereof, as well as fuch 
children as fhall be lawfully born to 
faid- firft fettlers in faid province, or 
|n the way to it, fhall be entitled to 
three hundred acres of land when they 
Come to the age of twenty-one years, 
Without any purchafe money, at the 
annual quit-rent of two (hillings fieri, 
for eyery hundred acres ; the quit- 
tent arifing from fuch lands to be ap- 
plied to the fupport of government, 
the propagation of the Chriftian re- 
ligion amon£ the Indian natives, the 
relief of the poor, the encouragement 
oflearning, and in general to fuch o- 
ther public ufes, as ihall be judged 
by the legiflature of the province to 
be moft conducive to the general 
good, * 



* That every peHbn who is' fb en* 
titled' to any land in the province, 
fliall be at liberty to take it -up wnen 
theypleafcj but when taken lap fhaH> 
be obliged to, clear and fence at leaf! 
fifteen; acres on every farm of three 
hundred acres, within fivfc years alter 
the appropriation of faid land, and 
alfo to build a dwelling-houfe'of at 
leail fifteen foot fquare with a goocfc 
chimney on the premises within' the 
faid term, on pain of forfeiting faid 
land. 

* That the faid plantations fhall bcr 
Iaid out in townfhips, in fuch man- 
ner as will be mofl for the fafety an<$ 
convenience of the fettlers-. ' 

- f That in order to prevent all jealou- 
iies and difputes about the choice of 
faid plantations, they fliall be divided 
by lot. 

-' That as fopn as pofBble after a fur* 
ficient number of perfons are engaged, 
and a proper charter obtained, and 
the neceflary preparations are made 
for the fupport and protection of the 5 
fettlers, a place of general rendezvous 
fhall be appointed, where they fhall 
all meet, -and from whence they fhall 
proceed in a body to the new colony : 
but that no place of rendezvous fhall 
be appointed till at leaft two thoufand 
perfons able to bear arm? are actually 
engaged to remove, exclufive of wo- 
men and children. 

* That it be eftablifhed as one of 
the fundamental laws of the province, 
that Proteftants of every denomina- 
tion wh« profefs the Chriftian reli- 
gion, believe the divine authority of 
the facred fcriptures of the "Old and* 
New Teftament, the doctrine ©fine' 
trinity of perfons in the unity of the 
Godhead, and whofe lives" and ron- 
Verfations are free from immorality 
and prophanenefs, fhall be equally 
capable of ferving in all the pofts of 
honour, truft or profit in the govern* 
ment, notwithftanding the diverfity 
©f their religious principles in other 
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refpe&s : but that none of any deno- 
mination whatfoever, who have bean 
guilty of profaning the name of God, 
"of lying, drunkenncfs, or any other 
of the groffer immoralities, either in 
their word* or acYions,. fhall be ca- 
pable of holding any office in or under 
the government -tiil at kaft one year 
after the convittion of fuch offence. 
The chriffcianizing the Indian natives, 
and bringing, them- to be good fub- 
jefts, not only to the crown of Great- 
"Britain, but to the King of all Kings, 
being one of. the eflential defigns of 
the propofed new colony, ii is a mat- 
ter of the wtmoit importance that thofe 
poor ignorant heathen mould not be 
prejudiced agamft the Chriftian relir 
jgion by the bad lives of thofe in au^ 
*hority* 

' That Proteftants of every deno- 
mination wfi£r ; p*ofefs the Chrl&ian re- 
ligion, .ihall bave the free and unli- 
mited exercife of their religion, and 
ftiallbe. allowed to defend it, both 
fronvthe pulpit andr the prefs,* fo long 
as they remain peaceable members of 
civil fociety^ and, do not propagate 
principles inconfiitent with tlicfafotjr 
of the flats. 

' That no member of the church 
of Rome (hall be able to hold any 
lands or real eftate in the province, 
nor be . allowed to be owners of, or 
have any arms or ammunition intheir 
pofleffion on any pretence whatfoever, 
nor fhall any mafs-houfes, or Popifh 
chapels be allowed in the province. 

' That no peribn /hall be obliged 
fo pay any thing towards the fupport 
of a minifler of whofe congregation 
he is not a member, or to a church 
to which he does not belong, 

* That the Indians ihall on all oc- 
caiions be treated with the utmoft 
Jcindnefi, and every juftifiable method 
taken to gain their friendfhip ; and 
that whoever injures, cheats, or makes 
ihem drunk, fhall be punilhed with 
peculiar fc verity, 



* That To foon as the province- 1» 
able to fapport miffionaries, and pro- 
per perfons can be found to engage 
in the affair, a fund fhall be fettled 
for the purpofe, and miflionnries fent 
among the neighbouring Indian na- 
tions ; and that it fhall, in all time 
coming, be efteemed as one of the 
firft and moft efienrial duties of the 
legislature of the province, by ever/ 
proper method in their power, to en- 
deavour to fpread the light of the gk>* 
rious gofpel among the Indians m 
America, even to its moft weftera 
bounds. 

* That as the convcrfion of tho 
Indians is a thing much to bedefiredj 
from the weightieft confaderatioms, 
both of a religious and political na- 
ture, and fince the colony during iv$ 
infancy, will be urrable to provide the 
neceffary funds for that purpofe, fonu* 
proper perfon or perfons fhall be fent 
to Europe, duly authorized fron* 
the government; to afk the affiltance 
of fuch as defire to promote that great 
and good work. 

Philadelphia, Jan* 14, 1756, 
To the lion. Tbotxas Pa^wnail^ Efqi 
Sir, 
. ' As I hope you have hsfere now 
had anfwers from England, to what 
you wrote in relation to my new Co- 
lony fcheme, it would oblige me if 
you would plcafe to commtmicate 
them, that I may know what encou- 
ragement the deiign is like to meet 
with in England, and in What man r 
ner 1 mult proceed for the future.-* 
I have now between a. and 5000 per- 
fons able to bear arms, engaged to go 
and fettle in the propofed colony, if 
the fcheme goes on, and can eafily 
procure more than double that num- 
ber ; among thofe already engaged 
are fifteen minifters. As I have rhe 
fulleft convidtion of tke importance 
and hudablenefs of the defign, it n 
my fixed determination (from which! 
t>elieve I never lhall deviate, whatever 

change* 
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changes may come) that I vflft not 
filially give upthe fchenve, Ml ' evtry- 
rational and j'uftifiiftte f method has 
Been tried to carry it into execution' ; 
ilor'cariT believe that any body Will 
©jppofefuch a dzfign as this, but thofe 
who are either enemies to their coun- 
try,' or who are fwayed by private 
intereft. 1 I am informed that you are 
gbing to England ; if fo, ydu witf 
undoubtedly have an opportonity of 
communicating what has been done 
to' the Earl of Halifax, and fuch 
ethers" at the head of affairs as you 
think proper ; all I defire is that truth 
may appear, and if the real interefts 
of Great-Britain and America are 
purfoed, I have no doubt of this 
fcheme pr fome other Eke it taking 
place, .Should that be the 'cafe, it 
would give me a pleafure to contri- 
bute my mite towards it : and if I 
live rill next fpring, I fuppofel fjjall 
be more at liberty than I have beea 
for many years paft, to profecute fuch 
a defign, and I dare fay it will in the 
end be found true, that the people I 
have engaged, and their influence, 
wjlj be of great importance to any 
good defigns that may be formed for* 
the faiery .of thofe parts of America. 
I am but lately returned from ■ajonrV- 
ney of about four months, during 
which time, I have travelled above 
1800 miles, out and home, chiefly on 
the frontier's of Fennfylvantay Mary- 
land, Virginia, and North; Carolina, 
—things there are in as ifnelancholy a 
fituatkm as can well be imagined.— 
I faw great numbers of houfes left 
defoliate; and fields of corn deftroy- 
ed ; ( and both going out arid return- 
ing home, I met droves ofp^eople who 
hkd fled from their habitations, and 
were travelling with what little e$ec~h 
they could take with them, to feek 
fqr'fafety elfe where. In fhort, al~ 
moft every day's journey prefented a 
new fctne of mifery, rum, and defo- 
lation, The. people in the feveraj 



provinces had been crying- artd'pfriyv 
fbr t^rofce&ion from thofe in 'Author!' 
tjrg kitcould get none at all for* long 
tmie,;and what they had afterwards 
was fai- from being fuffceient ; for their 
fafety/ they were therefore* under st 
riecelSty of flying for their lives, or 
fuffering themfelves and families lo- 
be murdered, which was in fkft: the 
cafe of a great number. I faw my-' 
felf feverai houfes at and near New, 
River, or Great Hanawa in Virginia, 
where the people had been murdered, 
and I faw one woman who had bee*' 
fcalped, and ftabbed in feverai places,- 
but was like to recover ; what amends 
our governors and aiTemblies can pof- 
Ably make fbr the miferies which their 
quarrdings have brought upon the 
people, is hard to imagine— Protec- 
tion undoubtedly was the 1 original 
defign of government, andwhere that 
is denied, the pecpie are worfe off 
than they would be if they were re- 
duced to their primitive ftdte^ofna- 
ture-^nay, even the wildeft anarchy 
could 'hardly be worfe than govern- 
ment managed as it frequently' hat 
been inthe colonies fouthward of New 
England, and this will undoubtedly 
often be the cafe, fo long as the in- 
terefts or^thofe that govern, and thofe 
thac are governed run counter to each 
other.— If any fchemes be gone into 
fbr fettling a new colony, I hope 
things wiH be put; on foelr a;feotiBg, 
as will prevent thofe jars and conten- 
tions between the different bram&ei, 
of the -legislature, which have almoft 
ruined feme of the colonies— the true* 
interefts of the King and the peojMe* 
moft certainly are the fame, and k 
is a great unhappinefs that thofe who> 
have had the management' of thofe 
interefts have fo often made them c* 
appear different. Were 1 to lorn* 
my ideas of the King, from -there^r*- 
fentations that are fometime* giyeri of 
him by governors, I ihould ^betievie'he 
was a tvrant^ and were I to form my 

oni- 
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opinion of the people, from what is 
fome^mes the con dud of their repre- 
fen^v^s, ,1 Ihpuld believe thenv re-, 
bels> and if fuch fentiments fhoul4 get 
fixed in the breafl of the King and 
tke minifiry, or prevail among the 
people, what muA be theconfequence ? 
\Vould not the King in fuch a cafe 
turn tyrant in earned ; and would not 
the people think themfelves diffblved 
from their obligations of allegiance to 
fuch a King, and only wft for an 
opportunity to call off the yoke that 
galW their necks — In ihort, fuch a 
farm, of government, and fuch me- 
thods of managing it, *s leaves the 
leail room for jealuufies and difpuies, 
between die Iking or his reprefenta- 
lives, and the people ; and as it has 
the greateft tendency to promote mu- 
tual confidence and affedtion betwen 
them/ mull be beft both for the King 
"and the people, for in union there is 
ftrength ;,but an houfe divided againft 
itfdf cannot ftand — how far the(efen- 
timents may agree with the .views of 
the mjbaillry is not in my power to 
determine, as I have not the Jbonour 
to be acquainted with their fecrets or 
Tyftem ; nor am I certain that my de~ 
daring my fentiments may not be 
in objection with them, if at {hould 
come ta their knowledge againft my 
being employed in any fchemes for 
making fettieraents at the Ohio.*— 
However, if I rnay but be a means 
"o£gettinga good fcheme carried on, 
I do not intend to give myfelf any. 
gH^t, anxiety whether I have pny 
hand in them or not ; and let con- 
firfktnffuze every knave who will la- 
crifice hi$ King and his country's 
caufe>,to his own private intereft or 
konour f -r- — jt is of but little confe- 
quence* whether one man be poor or 
pwh, whether he be honourable ox 
Affiled; but it is of great impor- 
tance whether a whole colony, and 
perhaps twenty others that may a-&er-> 
wards be fettled on the fame plan, be 
fee* and happy with their pofterity 
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after them> or whether they be (laves 
and rmferablcj nor is civililavery the 
only thing to be feared,, for, religiou* 
tyranny js generally, its cbmpanipa^-r-. 
I hope you will .favour me with^a June 
before you embark for England ; and 
if I am not miftaken, I have a right 
to claim one from your promife; t 
fincerely wifh you a good voyage, 
with a happy light of your friends, 
and am, Sir, your moll obedient Itum- 
ble fervant, 

SAM., HAZARD/ 
P. S-.I have denred my brother to. 
wait upon you for an aniwer, whiek 
he will convey to me. . ; 

Extras of a tetter from Brijiol, dated 
July 2. 

* This day arrived here Capt.. 
Furfe, in a fchooner, from Bofton, ia 
30 days* He was taken in his paf- 
fage from Grenada to Bofton, loaded 
with rum and molalTes, for the gar- 
rifon at Bofton, but met with an 
•American privateer, boarded by a 
number of hands, and carried into 
Bofton. They kept his Ihip and car- 
go, but permitted him to buy a fmall 
fchooner to come home with his peo-* 
pie, 

* The following is the intelligence 
received by Captain Furfe, who left 
IJoftpn the lft of June 1776/and ar- 
rived at Briftol after a paflkge 0/30 
days :— -The town and harbour of 
Bofton are now completely fortified,, 
and they have in garrifon 1600 con- 
tinental troops, well armed and difci- 
plined, as are alfo 10,000 minute- 
men in the country, who are ready 
to march at an hour's notice, and can 
be collected in a fhort fpace of time, 
proper alarm fignals being fixed for 
that purpofe. » After garrifoning of 
Bofton, the reft of the army marched 
in divifions for New York. They 
are a body of fine fellows, and actual 
lervice has made them good foldiers.* 

The Alfred, Columbus, andabrig/ 
part of Commodore Hopkins's fleet, 

ar. 
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arrived from New London at New- 
port the xo.th of April. Both thofe 
harbours are now fortified. At Phi- 
ladelphia a vaft fupply of arms, am- 
munition, and (lores of every kind, 
have been received lately ; not lefs 
than 300 tons of powder, and full 
10,000 ftand of arms, were imported 
irf one month. 

On the 1 8th of April, a fliip was flop- 
ped Ln Virginia with Scotch fugitives 
on board, who were apprehended, and 
a confiderable amoutit in fpecie taken 
from them. Several of the fame coun- 
try were committed to prifon for cor- 
refponding with Lord Dunmore, and 
were to be tried at William (burgh, at 
which General Lee has his head quar- 
ters, and commands an army in that 
province of 10,000 men. 

Lord George Germaine's letters to 
Governor Eden informing him of Lord 
Cornwallis's deftination, force, &c. — 
were intercepted and fent to the Con- 
grefs. The army in Canada, which 
confided of 15 battalions, was in- 
trenched near the river Sorel. 

It feems the people were much a- 
larmed at Boflon on the news of the 
tlefeat at Quebec, fearing that the In- 
dians might join the troops, and come 
down upon them ; that General Wafh- 
ington had left a garrifon at Boflon, 
and was gone with 20,000 men to 
New York. 

American United Colonies, 

In Congrefs^May 15, 1 776. Where- 
as his Britannic Majeity, in conjunc- 
tion with the Lords and Commons 
of Great Britain, has by a late a£t of 
parliament, excluded the inhabitants 
of thefc United Colonics from the 
protection of his crown. And where- 
as no anfver whatever, to the humble 
petition of the colonies for redrefs of 
grievances and reconciliation with 
Great-Britain, has 'been, cr is likely 
to be given ; but the whole force of 
that Kingdom, aided by foreign mer* 
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cenaries, is to be exerted for the de£ 
trudtion of the good people of thefe 
colonies. And whereas it appears ab- 
folutcly irreconcileable to reafon and 
good confeience, for the people of 
thefe colonies to take the oaths and 
affirmations necefTary for the fupport 
of any government under the crown 
of Great-Britain ; and it is necefTary 
that theexercife of every kind of au- 
thority under the faid crown fhall be 
totally fupprefTed, and all the powers 
of government exerted under tne au- 
thority of the people of thefe colonies 
for the prefervation of internal peace, 
virtue, and good order, as well as for 
the defence of ourfelves, liberties, and 
properties, againft the hoftile invafion* 
and cruel depredations of our enemies; 

Therefore, refolved, That it be re- 
commended to the refpe&ive afTem- 
blies and conventions of the United 
Colonies, where no government fuffi- 
cient to the exigencies of their affairs 
has been hitherto eftablifhed, to adapt 
fuch government as lhall in the opi- 
nion of the reprefentatives of the 
people, befl conduce to the happinef$ 
and fafety of their conftitucnts in par* 
ticular, and America in geheraL— 
By order of the Congrefs, 

John Hancock, Prefident* 
The following is the fubftance of the in* 

JlruSlions fent to the reprej'ent utiles 

cfthe town of Boflon, 

** Gentlemen, at a time, when, in 
all probability, the whole United Co- 
lonies are upon^fe. verge of a glorious 
revolution; and when, confequentJy, 
the moft important queftions that were 
ever agitated before the rcprefentative 
body of this colony, touching its in- 
ternal police, will demand your at- 
tention ; your conftituenis think it 
necefTary to inflrucl you in fevcral 
matters what part to act, that the 
path of your duty may be plain before 
you. 

' We have feen the humble peti- 
tions of thefe colonics to the King of 

Great- 
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Great-Britain repeatedly rejected with colony before they adopt a fefolut3oH 



difdain. For the prayer of peace the 
fword is tendered ; for liberty, chains ; 
and for fafety, death. The instru- 
ments of hoftile oppreflions are Jicenf. 
ed to rob us of our property, to burn 
€>ur houfes, and to fpill our blood. — 
Every barbarous nation, who could 
be influenced, have been invited to 
afllft in profecuting thefepurpofes, 

* We have feen the people of 
Great-Britain fo loft to every fenfe of 
vittue and honour, as to pafs over the 
moft pathetic and earneft appeals to 
their juftice with an unfeeling indif- 
ference. The hopes we placed s on 
their exertions, Having Jong fince fail- 
ed. In fhort, we are convinced, that 
it is the. fixed and fettled determina- 
tion of the njiniftry and parliament 
of that inland to conquer and fubjeft 
the colonies, and that the people there 
lave no difpofition to oppofe them.— 
A reconciliation with them appears to 
us.to be as dangerous as it is abfurd. 
A fpirit of refentment once raifed, it 
is riot eafy to appeafe : the recollec- 
tion of pafl injuries will perpetually 
keep alive the flame ofjealoufy, which 
whT ftimulate to new impOfitions on 
the one fide, and confequently refift- 
iance on the other : and the whole 
body politic will be continually fub- 
jettto civil commotions. 

* We therefore think it'almoft im- 
practicable for thefe colonics to be 
ever again fubjecl to, or dependant 
opotn Great-Britain, without endan- 
gering the very exigence of the ftate ; . 
placing however- unbounded confi- 
dence in the fupreme councils of the 

Congrefs, we are determined to wait, , by the Provincials in Bofton harbour, 
moft patiently to wait, till their wif- in fight of the men of war; via. the 
<3om fliall dictate the neceflity ofmak- brigantine Jane, James Fulton ; maf- 



fo interefting to the whole. The Jn* 
habitants of this town, therefore, una*- 
nimoufly iriftruft and direct you, that 
at the approaching feffion of the Ge- 
neral Affembly you ufe your endeat 
vonrs that the delegates of this colony; 
at the Congrefs, be advifed, that in 
cafe the Congrefs ihall think it nfr- 
ceflary, for the fafety of the United 
Colonies, to declare them, indepen* 
dent of Great-Britain; the' inhabi- 
tants of this colony, with their lives; 
and the remnarit of their fortunes* 
will moft chearfully fupport them in 
their meafure. •'e* si*p* 232 , 

* Philadelphia, May 20+ 
Extra&ofa letter to the Congrefs, dated 
Montreal, March 10, 1776- 
* Sir, By Col. Campbell, who ar- 
rived here early this morning front 
Quebec, we are informed, that two 
men of war, two frigates, and one 
.tender, arrived there early on Monday 
the 6th inftant. About eleven o'- 
clock the enemy fallied out, to the 
number, as is fuppofed, of 1000 men: 
Our forces were fo drfperfed at dif- 
ferent parts, that not more than 206 
could be collected together at the 
head quarters.— This fmall force 
could not refill the enemy; All our 
cannon, 500 mufquets, and about 
200 fick, unable to come off, have 
fallen into their hands* The retreat 
was made with the utmoft precipita- 
tion and confufion. However, CoL 
Campbell informs us, that he ima- 
gines that we have loft very few meft 
except the fick abovementioned.' 
The following fhips have been taken 



ing a declaration of independance 
Nor fhould we have ventured to ex- 
prefs our fentiments upon the fubjecl, 
Dut from the prcfumption, that the 
Congrefs would chufe to feel them- 
ittves fupported by the people of each 



ter, from Cork, laden with coals^ 
candles, provifions. — The brig Wil- 
liam, Rd. Pine, mafter, from- St* 
Michael's, with wine and fruit. The 
fhip Hope, Captain Lamfdale from 
England, laft from Cork, having on 
S board 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i -»3« 

ttfard J joo'barrfcls of gunpowder, alt 
<»pper hopped, 1000 carbines, with 
bayonets, (cabbards, and fleet ham- 
mers, 1000 carbine cartouch. boxes 
and rings, with fundry travelling car- 
riages for heavy cannon, Sec, a vail 
variety of tools, implements, and ne- 
eeflrartes of ron ware for the army and 
artillery. She is eftim'ated to be worth 
'50,000!. fterling. This fhip had fix 
carriage guns, and twenty men, and 
.was taken by Captain^ Mugford's 
veiTel of inferior force, without firing 
a gun. The enemy on board the men 
©f war, were intolerably vexed to fee 
her taken. 

A letter from Bolton, May 29, 
feys, * By the afliduouinefs of the in- 
habitants, and fome Pruffian engin- 
eers, the fortifications of this place 
will in a few days be rendered fo 
ftrong, as to be able to defend Bofton 
from the attack of our enemies, if 
ever fo numerous or powerful. 
. Providence, May 11. The General 
Aflembly, in their laft (eflion, palled 
an ad,- intitled, * an act for repealing 
an a& for the more effectual fecuring 
to his Majefty the allegiance of his 
fubjects, in this his colony and domi- 
nion ofRhode-Iflandand Providence 
plantations, and altering the form of 
commiffions of all writs and proceffes 
in the courts, and of the oaths pre- 
- fcribedbylaw.' 

. Bofton, May 20. Several perfons, 
by virtue of an order of the Congrefs, 
have, by the general committee of 
jlhis city and county, been committed 
to prifon, for refuiing to deliver up 
©n oath, to the order of the commk- 
' tee, all their arms, ammunition, 'and 
accoutrements, which were demanded 
x>f them, after they had refufed tofign 
an afjbciation prescribed by the Con- 
grefs, to defend by arms thefe Unit- 
ed Colonies agairrft the hoftile at- 
tempts of the Britifh fleet and armies, 
Friday laft information was given 
to our Congrefs that fome men on 
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Lpng-Iflan4 w«re counterfeiting, the 
continental money, alfp.Maflachufets t 
Connecticut, and New-Yoik curren- 
cy, a party' of minute-men were or- 
dered out the fame day in fearch of 
them, they were all taken with what, 
cafh they had ftruck off, their prefs, 
tools, &c. they were yefterday brought 
to town, and committed to goal. 

Aknoft. every able-bodied inhabi* 
tant of this place having voluntarily 
engaged to work two days a-wetk for 
fix weeks on the fortifications, thofe 
at Fort-Hill, NoddleVMand, Dor- 
chefter-Point, and at the caftle, are 
nearly completed. 

' Water-Town, Maytj. Monday laft 
the freeholders and other inhabitants 
of this town being duly warned, and 
afTembled at the houfo, the queftion 
was put, ' Whether, that'if the. Hon. 

* Congrefs mould, for the fa'fery of 

* the colonies, declare themfelves rri- 

* dependent of the kingdom of Great- 

* Britain, they, the laid inhabitants 

* will folemnly engage, with their 
' lives and fortunes, to fuppottthern 

* in the meafures.' 
It patted unanimoufly in the affir- 
mative. . 

Thurfdaylaft 24 Indians, the chiefs 
of feveral Indian nations, arrived here 
fiom Albany. They are to fet out 
for Philadelphia in a few days, m ,or- 
cler to wait on the Hon. the Conti- 
nental Congrefs. 

Extraft of a Utter from an officer in *be 
Britijh army at Halifax* to a mer- 
chant in London, dated May 27. 
'I have feen feveral accounts which 
mention that the Indians intend to 
remain neuter in the prefent conteft, 
I wifh it was true ; on the contrary, 
by intelligence from Bofton we un- . 
derftand, that feveral tribes Jftve 
taken up the hatchet againft our 
forrces, and that fome of them are 
arrived at Cambridge.' t ' ; 

Extra* 
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~Extra3 of a letter from Bofton , brought 
by the Syrena, Capt. Furze, *wholeft 
that place June 3, 1 776. 

* Since my lait, when the King's 
troops left us, nothing very material 
has happened. The Provincials ^from 
their rlrft coming into this town/ have 

"been very bufy in fbrtifying*the hills, 
and throwing up works on every place 
that commands the harbour, expec- 
ting, I fuppofe, another vifit from 
the King's troops : and feveral veffels 
are fitting out here as privateers, from 
16 to 28 guns. They endeavour to 
enfhare the feamen of all the prizes 
they take, by fair words and fine pro- 
mises. Four of Captain Furze's men 
have entered on board one of them. 

* Ycfterday an American veflej, 
which had been taken by a King's 
frigate, and a midfhipman and hands 
put on board to carry her to Halifax, 
was, by the pilot they took in, brought 
into this harbour and fecured, and 
flow lies fafe, and the officer and men 
are made prifoners. A fifty gun (hip 
and two frigates lie here, to prevent 
any Britifh veflels falling into the 
hands of the Provincials, from their 
not knowing of the evacuation ; but 
two have been already taken in this 
harbour notwithstanding, in fpite of 
all the endeavours to prevent it. 

Eight battalions of the Pennfylva- 

nia troops marched for Canada fome 

1 time fince ; and feven regiments are 

to go thither from New-York, the 

Congrefs being very folicitous to pre- 

lerve the province, as it will cut out 

work enough for the King's troops 

. during the lummer, and thereby fave 

* the other colonics. The head quarters 

\'.pf the Provincials, by the laft advices 

ijjxcuh thence, were near the river Sorel. 

* General Walhington is gone from 
^ence to New York, expecting work 

.' will he cut out for him at that place 
livery portly ; the garrifon there has 
"" been greatly augmented, not only from 
t. . thi& but alfo the reft of the colonies, 
* wc are told that they have not leis 
(ban. f 8poo men under arms* 
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The Jane (formerly the Minerva) 
Fulton, a tranfport, from Clyde to 
Bofton, was taken by the Provincials 
on the 6th of May, and carried into 
Salem. The following is a letter 
from the matter : 

* Sir, Salem, May 14, 1776* 

* This is to acquaint you, that we 
were taken by an armed fchooner, 
Captain Tucker, commander, on the 
6th of this inflant, within two miles 
of the light-houfe at Bofton, and in 
fight of four men of war. We arc 
ufed very well, and have liberty to, 
walk where we pleafe ; but when we 
fball get home I cannot tell, but will 
come as foon as poffible. 

* James Fulton/ 

The above (hip had a cargo on 

board, worth upwards of 6000I. which 

is mofthy infured at Glasgow. 

Extra3 of a letter from Whitehaven, 

June 14. 

* On Monday arrived here a fchoon- 
er, which failed the 14th of May from 
Squam (a creek on the N. E. fide of 
Cape Ann, a few leagues from Bof- 
ton) commanded by Captain Woods 
and Robinfon, whole (hips, the Jen- 
ny and Nelly, were taken by the Pro- 
vincials ; as were alfo the James, 
Littledale, and the Norfolk, Grindall ; 
all of this port. The above fchooner was 
purchafed by the Captains who came 
home in her, jointly with Captl Little- 
dale and Capt. Nellis, of the Henry 
and Efther, of Whitby, who, with 
their people, being prifoners, had ob- 
tained leave to depart the continent, 
and take their pafTage for Great-Bri- 
tain ; but fome difagreeable accounts 
coming to the provincials, they un- 
bent their fails, and took away her 
rigging till they gave further permif- 
fioa, During this fufpence Captain 
Littledale, and Captain Nellis were 
drowned by the boat overfetting in 
going on lhore. The fchooner Jailed 
the Monday following this accident. 
When (he left the Squam, upwards of 
thirty veliels were upon the flocks at 

S 2 Newbury, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( HO ) 

Newbuty, among which were one of him, he mould npt have fired a goo* 



24, and another of 36 guns ; one of 
36 was launched a few days before a 
little to the northward of Newbury. 
Ships, they were informed, were ar- 
riving from Bilboaand military ftores. 
The men 0/ war. iometimes purfue 
them to the mouth of the river, at the 
entrance of which there is a very bad 
bar, about three miles from the town. 
Numbers of people were employed at 
Newbury making faltperre, of which 
one man will, with indifferent ma- 
terials, make a pound a day. 
Another Utter from the fame (lace, dated 
June 18. 
* The following declaration has 
been publifhed here by Captain James 
Hall, of the Happy Return, belong- 



At fix o'clock they were carried into 
Plymouth, 

* To the truth of the above I am 
ready to make oath, 

James Hall/ 

Philadelphia t March 31. The bill 
intitled, * An aft to increafe the num- 
ber of reprefentatives in affembly for 
the city of Philadelphia, and in the 
feveral counties therein named,' being 
tranferibed according to order, and 
'read the third, time, in the houfe of 
aflembly, the queftion was called for 
and put by the fpeaker, whether the 
faid bill mould pafs the houfe and be 
fent to the governor ? carried in the, 
affirmative, 

Philadelphia, April 4, Yefterday ar- 



ing to this port, who was taken by the rived here four Indian chiefs, they are 
Provincials on his paflage to Bofton, come at the particular requeft of the 



and is fince come home in a fchooner 
which he and two other mafters 
bought for that purpofe, which arriv- 
ed here theiothinft. 

* On the 2;th of January, at eight 
o'clock, A. M. the Happy Return, 
of Whitehaven, James Hall, comman- 
der, was taken by the Hancock pri- 
vateer, Capt*. John Manly, and at the 
time of being taken was within two 
miles of the Renown man of war, 
then in Nantafitet road, who did not 
offer the leaft affiflance, though the 
wind was off fhore, being at N. N. W. 

* The fame day as the above, at 
nine o'clock, A. M. the Norfolk of 
Whitehaven, was taken in the fame 
manner by the fame privateer. At 
half paft nine o'clock, A. M. the 
privateer and the prizes fell in with 
two King's tenders, one of which im r 
mediately ran in for Bofton ; but the 
other engaged the privateer for half 
an hour, and then left her. The 
tender and privateer appeared to be 
a very equal match, and when the ten- 
der left the -privateer, Captain Manley 
Jiad but fix cartridges left; and he 
feid if both the tenders had attacked 



Congrefs ; another powerful chief is 
expected every day. It is faid that 
they are all determined to take up 
the hatchet in defence of the colonies. 

Philadelphia, April 16. Mr. DU 
vies, a merchant of Virginia, who is 
juft arrived at this place, informs us, 
that Major Rogers, together with five 
Indian chiefs, is gone to wait bn the 
Congrefs, they having requefted the 
major's attendance, who has hitherto 
acted with the greateft caution, nei- 
ther fpeaking his fentiments for or 
againft government ; but we now 
imagine he will take an active part, 
and bring the Indians' from the back 
fettlements in defence of America. — - 
One Captain Watkins, a great ac- 
quaintance of Guy Johnftene, has for 
feveral months been tampering with 
the chiefs of the different tribes of th« 
Indians, in order to get them to take 
the hatchet againft our unhappy coun- 
try, but has met with no fucceis. * 

Philadelphia, May 31. This day 
arrived upwards of feven hundred ln> 
dians from the back fettlements : more 
are hourly expected. They are to go> 
to the camp at Cambridge. 

pxtraA 
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$xtra3 of a letter from Mr, Broome, 
in Philadelphia. 
* We h&ve lately opened a trade 
with the Dutch, • French, and Spa- 
niards, which is likely to be very ex- 
tensive, and will be very advantageous 
to the colonies in general. The 
Dutch are rather cautious, and nego- 
tiate their bufinefs as private as pof- 
fible. The French and Spaniards 
trade openly with* us ; and if they 
meet with any of his Majefty's cruiz- 
ers, do not heiitate to tejl them they 
are bound to fome port in America. 
Much has been obferved refpefting the 
Indians ; fo far concerning their con- 
dud I can affure you, that the tribes 
of the Six United Nations are all in 
favour of America, as are feveral 
others. I believe there may be one 
or two tribes (who have had great 
prefents made them, and large prd- 
mifes, by friends of government) in- 
clined to join the Britifti army. 

On the 23d of May, in the morn- 
ing, (the day that parliament was up) 
the Right Hon. Hans Stanley, and 
the Right Hon, Charles Jenkinfon, 
after breakfaftingwith Lord North, fet 
out for Paris. The purpofe of their 
errand was varioufly guefled; that 
conjecture which gained moll credit 
was, that they went to continue for 
a longer term the pacific difpofition 
of the French court. In fuch a mat- 
ter money and confidence are moft 
probably the beft helps, and this is 
not theTnoft nnlikely way of account- 
ing for the extraordinary debts of the 
civil lift ; for with a moft enormous 
income, and a very little apparent 
expenditure at home, there muft be 
fome great outlet, and this is perhaps 
the moft probable. Le Due de Choi- 
feul about this time was coming into 
favour : the Qaeen of France has a 
high opinion of him. About a month 
after the arrival of the Englifh gentle- 
men at Paris, the King faid of Choi- 
feul * that he had a fine place in the 
« Oonntry, and wondered he did not 
t live there.' 
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. The armaments in France are very 

confiderable. Seamen are taken into 
the King's fervice in every port, as 
faftas they arrive, not (fay the French) 
with a view of entering into a direct 
war with Great-Britain, but to put 
their Weft India iflands in a proper 
ftate of defence ; and to hare it more 
in their power to favour and protect 
their trade with North America, 
which is of great advantage to them. 
It is certain this is much encouraged ' 
by their miniftry A confiderable 
quantity of rice lately arrived at Nantz, 
which has reduced the price of that 
article to 19 livres, and 600 hogf-" 
heads of tobacco, which was immedi- 
ately bought up by the farmers ge- 
neral. 

Extras of a letter from Marfeilles, 
June 2. 

* The difpute between Great-Bri- 
tain and her colonies proves very ad- 
vantageous to the commercial nations 
in the fouth of Europe, as it caufe* 
the North American commerce to 
flow into them, which was formerly 
fecured to trie Englilh, and was very 
lucrative to that nation. 

* At prefent trade feems more than 
ufually bri/k here ; and by advices 
from Spain and Portugal we likewife 
judge, that thofe people ardently em- 
brace the opportunity offered to them 
of opening new fources of riches and 
prosperity. Anglo-American mips 
frequently enter the ports of Cadiz 
and Lifbon.* 
Extraft of a letter from LiJbon f dated. 

June 1 2, to a gentleman in BriftoL 

* While I was at Lagos, the Dae 
de Chartres arrived there in the Pro- 
vence of 64 guns, where he found the 
Solitare alio of 64 guns; and the reft 
of the French fleet, which confifted of 
15 fail, one of the officers informed 
me, they were expected to rendez- 
vous there in a few days ; but let- 
ters from Cadiz of laft poft mention 
the arrival there of Monf. de Bou- 
ganville (whom I faw at Lagos, and 
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is (ec^m! captain on board the Duke's it arrived on die fecond of Jufy ; 



Ihip) in a fmall tender early in the 
inorning, and that in the evening of 
the fame day, ?be whole Spanifh fleet 
left Cadiz, except two veiTels which 
were then not quite ready, but were 
ordered to follow with all expedition ; 
and laft Saturday accounts were re- 
ceived, that the two fleets were joined. 
A proceeding fo very extraordinary, 
that our politicians here raifed fhrewd 
conjectures, and foretel events that 
will put an end to the general re- 
pofe of Europe; as fome defign muft 
be the motive of thefe united and pow- 
erful armaments,; and as we are cer- 
tain they are not intended againft the 
Moors, there is too much reafon to 
fufpect they are hoftile to the interefts 
ofGreat-Britain.* 

The Ann and Ifabella, with part 
pf the 17th regiment, arrived at Cape 
Fear the 18th of April 1776, being 
the firft veflel of Sir Peter Parker's 
fleet, that arrived there ; from, that 
date to the fecond of May, there came 
to Cape Fear 13 fail of tranfports, 
the Pigot and a victualler ; on the 3d, 
Sir Peter Parker and 20 fail arrived 
with Lord CornwalHs and General 
Vaughan, and two companies of ar- 
tillery were with them, and a bomb 
' tender with Co!. James, all the troops 
in perfect health. Governor 'Martin 



but it was not publifhei in the Ga* 
Bet*e. . .A . 

, .On the third of July 'djpTbuty* 
WardJe, arrived at Portfmouth from 
Qeorgia ; She brought, very few; Ietr 
ters. The accoun; g^ven r^r.tftc paP 
fengers is, that the whole .fyftem o"f 
government had been changed, and 
every thing was in great cpnrufion 
when the fhip came away. Her hav- 
ing leave to fail wa;. dcub:ful. for 
£bme days ; at Jafl fhe chained per- 
mirnon under very unagreeable cijr- 
cumftancesj for every paffenger that 
comes home is in a ftate of banilh- 
ment from that province, ana leaves 
his erTe&s behind in a ftau, little fhort 
of connfeation. The pail'engers fay 
that cue of the firft a&s of the new 
government was to mflici a fevere fine 
on all who refuted to take up arm?, 
and this fine to be collected monthly. 

There are no late accounts from 
LordDunmore ; but advices from Vir- 
ginia fay, that they have on foot in 
that colony a regular army of nine 
battalions, amounting to upwards of 
7000 men, including officers, to be 
commanded by one Major-general, 
and two Brigadier-generals, befides 
minute-men, and a well-trained mi- 
litia of between 60 and 70*000 men. 
They make above rooplb. of iajtpejre 



and Lord William Campbell were at y in a day : they have opened and, work 



Cape fear, as wasalfb Gen. Clinton 
It was not known on the o,th of May 
\ whether General Clinton was to dis- 
embark his troops at Cape Fear, or to 



fulphur and lead mines, which prove 
fo fertile, that they will have enough 
of the/e articles in a year tp complete 
the whole continent. They have ef- 



jjroceed elfewhere. Ships of war at . tablifhed manufactories of guns and 



tjape Fear; Briftol, Sokbay, and 

*"Sphynx ; the flocps Pelican, Cruger, 

Scorpion, and the Syren frigates 

cruizing off Cape Fear : The A&eon 

frigate, the Nancy ordnance fhip, and 

a victualler, were not come the 9th of 

A * Way ; at which time, Sir Peter Parker 

' djfpatched this account to Admiral 

(now Lord Shuldham) at Halifax, 

v/bo fenfTf~Gxprefs to England, where 



other arms ; of which they make large 
quantities ; fo that they have no ap- 
prchenfion of the lcaft want of arm* 
or ammunition, - 

The government of South Caro- 
lina is wholly changed. Mr- : Ru^ledge 
is chofen prefident ; the, houip f£&(- 
fembly and council have, m^ ; n the 
latier confifts of gentlernen pftke firft 
property in the province, Mr. Rut- 
ledge 
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ledgs o|«nedthe feflion with a fpeech, " toua and unwarrantable <fefigns ? every 
recommending unanimity and perfej means has been" adopted by a wicked 

__ _; l„_ j t jj e p rovmcc would 3j - ! - :/L - *-" 1 - — ''"—- -•■■"' **^ * 



VerancC; hoped 

never acquiefce in the new claim of 
the Britifti mmiftry, vvt. unconditional 
jfubmijjion. Both houfes prefcrited ad- 
drefTes, in which they ftile him ' his 
Excellency,' and declare their firm 
refolution to die rather than fobmit. 
They have re-enacted the former 
laws of the province,, and by new 
laws have made it felony, without be- 
nefit of clergy, to fpeak difrefpectfblly 
of the Continental Congrefs ; to fur- 
hifli any kind of afliftance to the Bri- 
tifti mips, or troops, &c By another 
law the inhabitants of the province are 
forbid' to correfpond with Great-Bri- 
tain, In the preamble to one of the 
acts, they fay, they are ready to fub- 
mit to a conftitutional dependence 
upon Great-Britain, but no other, 

-SOUTH CAROLINA. 

At a General AfTembly begun and 
holden at Charleftown, on Tuef- 
day the twenty-fixth day of March, 
in the year of. our Lord one thou- 
fand feven hundred and feventy fix ; 
and from thence continued, by di- 

> vers adjournment, to Thurfday the 
eleventh day of April, in the year 

* of our Lord one thoufand feven hun- 

- dred and feventy-fu ♦ 

An A3 to prevent /edition, and punijb 
infurgenu and dijlurbers of the public 
peace* 

* Whereas a horrid and unnatural 
war is now carried on by the miniftry 
jind parliament of Great-Britain, 
againlt the United Colonies of North 
America in general, and this colony 
Jn particular, with a cruel and op- 
preffive defign of robbing the colo- 
nies and good people of this colony of 
their deareii and raoft valuable rights 

" jas freemen, and reducing them to a 
jfrate of the moil abject ilavery and 

"dppreffion: and whereas alfo, in order 
fttrtfcer to accomplish the faid inwjui- 



adminiftratibn to fow civil diflentioni 
and animofities, and to create difor^ 
der, confufion and bloodfhed amonglt 
the good people of this colony, by 
employing fecret emiflaries to ftir up 
in the minds of wicked and evil-di£ 
pofed perfons, perfuafions and princi- 
ples inimical to the ties of humanity, 
ami the common rights of mankind^ 
ar!d thereby inducing them not only 
to difturb the common peace, fafety, 
and good order of this colony, but to 
take up arms and' fpill the blood of 
their fellow-citizens, who are only ac- 
ting in the defence of their lives, li- 
berties, and properties, againlt the 
hands of a lawlefs and defpotic power : 
to the intent therefore, and in order 
the more effectually to preferve and 
fecure the peace, order, and good go- 
vernment of this colony, and to deter 
and prevent fuch evil-minded perfons 
from committing fuch offences, and 
all fuch other offences declared in 
this act, to the great danger of the 
lives, liberties, and properties of the 
inhabitants of this colony; Be it enac- 
ted by his Excellency John Rutlcdge, 
Efq; prefident and commander in 
chief in and over the colony of South 
Carolina, and by the honourable the 
Legiflative Council and General Af- 
fembly of this colony, and by the au- 
thority of the fame, that if any per- 
fon or perfons within this colony do, 
or mail, from and immediately after 
the parting of this act, take up arms 
with a hoftile intent, and by force and 
violence, or by words, deeds, or writ- 
ing, or any other means whatfoevcr, 
caufe, induce, Or perfuade, or attempt 
to caufe, induce, or perfuade any 
other perfon or perfons, with fuch 
hoftile intent to take up arms, and 
by force and violence to oppofe and 
fubvert the authority of the govern- 
ment of this colony, eftablifhed by the 
constitution, agreed on and confirmed 
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in Congrefs at Charleftown, on the of felony, and fuffer death without 



twenty-frxth day of March, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and feventy-fix, or 
to wound, maim, or kill any perfon 
or perfons, or deftroy any of the 
hoafes, goods, or chattels of any fuch 
perfons, who fhall under, and by vir- 
tue of any authority of the faid go- 
vernment, be acting in fupport and 
defence of the fame, or the execution 
c*fany power, authority or office de- 
rived therefrom, all and every of fuch 
perfon or perfons, and the aider and 
abettor, or aiders and abettors of 
fuch perfon or perfons fo offending, 
in either" of the* offences aforefaid, 
ihall, on being indicted and convicted 
of the fame, by due courfe of law, be 
deemed and adjudged guilty of felony, 
and fuffer death without benefit of 
clergy. 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That if any per- 
fons within this colony fhall immedi- 
atelyafter the palling of this act, or 
at any time thereafter, by letter, writ- 
ing, meffage, or other means of in- 
telligence, hold any correfpondence 
or intercourfe, or con fpire or concert 
in any manner whatever with, or aid 
or abet any land or naval force, raifed 
or to be raifed, or which fhall be fen t 
ty Great-Britain, in a hoftilc man- 
ner, againft thi; colony, or any other 
force or body of v men within this co- 
lony, who fhall, in a hoftile intent or 
manner, oppofethe power and autho- 
rity of the prefent government of this 
colony, eftablHhed as aforefaid, with 
fen intent to promote the accomplish- 
ments of any hoftile plan of operation 
deftgned by fuch force or forces againft 
the lives, liberties and properties of all 
or any of the inhabitants and friends to 
theconftitution of this colony, eftablifh- 
ed as aforefaid ; every fuch perfon or 
perfons fo offending in any of the faid 
offences, fhall, on being indicted and 
convicted thereof by due courfe of 
law, be deemed and adjudged guilty 



benefit of clergy. 

And be it enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, That if any perfon or per- 
fons within this colony fhall, imme- 
diately after the pafling of this* act, or 
at any time thereafter, fumifh orfup- 
ply, or caufe or procure to be furnifhed 
or fupplied, with any bills of ex- 
change, monies, goods, provifions, 
liquors, or other neceffary articles of 
fubfiflence, or any military or naval 
(lores whatever, any of the land or 
naval forces, raifed or to be raifed, 
or fent by Great-Britain, or any au- 
thority derived from chat govern- 
ment, againft this colony, or fhall, in 
like manner, furnifh or fupply, or 
caufe to be furnifhed or fupplied, any 
force or body of men who fhall. in a 
hoftile manner, oppofe the govern- 
ment of this colony, eftablilned as 
aforefaid - ; every fuch perfon or per- 
fons fo offending in either of the of- 
fences aforefaid, and the aider or 
abettor, or aiders and'abettors of any 
of the faid offences, fhall, on being 
indicted or convicted thereof, by due 
courfe of law, be deemed and adjudged 
guilty of felony, and fuffer death 
. without benefit of clergy. 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid. That if any per- 
fon or perfons within this colony fhall, 
at any time, after the paffing of thil 
act, compel, induce, perfuade, or at- 
tempt to compel, induce, or perfuade 
any white perfon or perfons, or any 
free Negro or Negroes, Mulatto or 
Mulattoes, Indian or Indians, to de* 
fert from their habitation or habita- 
tions, or any Negro or other flave or 
Haves to defert from his or their 
mafter, miftreTs, or owner, and to 
join any land or naval force, raifed or 
to be raifed, or fent by Great-Britain, 
or any authority derived from that go- 
vernment, againft the United Colo* 
nies of America, or this colony, or to 
join any perfon or perfons -armed in 
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* hoftile mariner, with intent to Op- 
pofe or fubvertthe government of this 
colony, eftablifhed as aforefaid, or 
with intent of killing any perfon or 
perfons, or deftroying his, her, or 
their goods or property who fhall be 
acting, or ready and willing to aft in 
fnpport and defence of fuch govern* 
roent, or any of the inhabitants of 
this colony and friends to the fame ; 
every fuch perfon or perfons fo offend- 
ing in any of the above offences, and 
all fuch as fhall aid and abet the faid 
offender or offenders in the perpetra- 
tion and execution of any of the faid 
offences, fhall, on conviction thereof, 
by due courfe of law, be deemed and 
adjudged guilty of felony, and fhall 
fuffer death without beaefit of clergy. 
Provided always, neverthelefs, that 
nothing in this aft contained (hall be 
conftrued or taken to prevent the good 
people of this colony from arming of 
flaves or negroes, for the better de- 
fence of this colony againft all enemies 
whatfoever who fhall invade or at- 
tack the fame, or endanger the fafe- 
ty thereof. 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That if any per- 
ion or perfons within this colony, 
fhall, immediately after the paffing 
of this aft, or at any time thereafter, 
Collect or a/Tern ble with any body or 
ftffembly of perfons, or caufe or pro- 
cure them to be fo collected and af- 
fcmbled, with intent, m a riotous and 
(editions manner, to diiturb the public 
peace and tranquility, and the good 
order of the government, and by 
Words or other wife to create and raife 
fraiterous feditions or difcontents in 
the minds of the good people of this 
colony, againft the authority of the 
pre fen t government, eftablifhed as 
aforefaid j every fuch perfon or per- 
fons, fo offending in any of the faid 
offences, fhall, on conviction thereof, 
by due courfe of law, be deemed and 
adjudged guilty of felony. 



And be it further enafted by thfi 
authority aforefaid, That the lands 
and tenements, goods and chattels, 
and other real and perfonal eftate of 
all fuch perfon or perfons, who fhall 
be duly convicted, by virtue of this 
aft, of arty of the crimes and offences 
thereby made felony, fhall within on6 
month after fuch conviction, by the 
fheriff of each diftrict respectively, in 
which fuch real and perfonal eftate of 
the perfon or perfons fo convicted, of 
any part thereof fhall be found, with 
three freeholders of the faid diftrict; 
be appraifed upon oath, and the faid 
appraifement duly returned, by the 
faid fheriff of fuch diftrict, to the fe- 
cretary's office in Charles-Town, 
within one month after fuch appraife- 
ment made, and the fajd fheriff of 
fuch diflrift in which the appraife- 
ment is made, as afofefaidi fhalt> 
within one month thereafter, expofe 
fuch eftate fo appraifed to public fale; 
firft giving twenty-one days public 
notice of the fale ; and fhall, within 
three months after fuch fale, depofit 
the amount of the fame, deducting 
legal poundage and charges; in the 
office of the colony treafury in Charles- 
Town, and the commiflioners of the 
colony treafury, or any one of them, 
on receipt of fuch monies from the 
Sheriff, as aforefaid^ fhall give a re- 
ceipt or voucher for the fame. 

And be it further enafted by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That if any Sheriff 
or Sheriffs, for any of the diftrifts in 
this colony, fhall in any wife tranfgrefs, 
or difobey, or neglect the putting in. 
execution, any of the provinces or 
claufes in this aft, refpecting their 
duty and office ; every Sheriff fo of- 
fending, difobeying or neglecting the 
fame,Jhall forfeit his office, and incur 
the penalty of One thonfand pounds 
current meney, U be fued for, and 
recovered by bill, or phaint in any 
court of record in this colony, wherein 
no effoign, privilege, protection o r 
T wage r 
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wager of law, or more than one im- 
parlance {hall be allowed. 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That the monies 
arifingfrom the fale of all fuch eftates 
as (hall become forfeited, by virtue 
of this aft, fha!l be appropriated for 
a fund, and fhall become a repriial 
fund, for reimburfing all fuch IofTes 
and damages which have been, or 
fhall be fuftained by any perfon or 
perfons who have been, are, or fhall 
be, engaged in oppofuion to the op- 
preffive mcafures of the Britifh mini- 
stry, or the defence of the prefent 
eftablifhed conftitution, and the liber- 
ties of this colony. 

And be it further enaeted by the 
authority aforefaid, That no perfon or 
perfons fhall be reimburfed, by virtue 
of this act, for any IofTes or damages 
fuftained from perfons acting in open 
hoftility againft the prefent conftitution 
or government, and the liberties of 
this colony, unlefs the faid reimburfe- 
ment be on application, and oath 
made of the damages actually fuftain- 
ed, deemed juft and reafonable by the 
General AfTcmbly of this colony, or 
fuch other body or perfons as the Ie- 
giflative body of this colony fhall ap- 
point, Provided always, nevertheless, 
That fuch perfon or perfons, to whom 
fuch reimburfement fhall be thought 
reafonable, do firft, before the receipt 
thereof, take and fubferihe the oath 
of fidelity, ordained in the prefent 
conftitution, if fuch perfon or perfons 
had not before taken and fubferibed 
the fame. 

And be it further enacted by the 
.authority before faid, That the fines 
and penalties to be incurred, by vir- 
tue of this act, fhall, upon recovery 
thereof, be paid into the colony trea- 
furv, to be applied to, and for, fuch 
ufes and purpoics a^ are herein men- 
tioned. 

G. G. Powell, fpeaker of the 
LLgiihtiv* Ccunal. 
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James Parsons, Speaker cf the 
General AfTembly. 
In the Council-chamber, the nth 
day of April 1776. AfTentedto, 

J. Rutledge.' 
General A/fembly of South Carolina, 
Jpril 16, 1776. 

* Ordered that the following refo- 
lutions be forthwith printed and made 
public. By order of the houfe, 

Peter Timothy, CL G. A; 

* Whereas the Hon. the Continen- 
tal Congrefs hath refolved, * That 
in the prefent fituation of affairs, it 
will be very dangerous to the liber- 
ties and welfare of America, if any 
colony fhould feparately petition the 
King or either houfe of parliament :' 
And whereas no ftep fhould be left 
nncfTayed to promote the general 
welfare ; ^and whereas the fending 
commiftioners from Great-Britain to 
treat with the different colonies is 
dangerous to the liability of the li- 
berties of America: therefore, 

* Refolved, that it is the opinion 
of this houfe, that no meafures fhall 
be left unefTayedto eftablifh the liber- 
ties of America, and to place them as 
far as may be out of the reach of 
fraudulent fchemes to fubvert them 
by negociation ; and that this colony 
fhould not enter into any treaty or 
correfpondence with the court of Great 
Britain, or with any perfon or per- 
fons under that authority, but through 
the medium of the Continental Con- 
grefs; 

* Refolved alio, That his the opi- 
nion of this houfe, that if any perfon* 
or perfons fent from Great-Britain to 
treat with the feveral coloniea, (ball 
arrive in this colony by water, fuch 
perfon or perfens, and their retinue 
or company, fhould not, upon any 
pretence; be allowed to land or re- 
main longer in the colony than 48 
hours, wind and weather permitting ; 
or while fo remaining, to hold any 
communication with any perfon in 

the, 
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this colon}', but through his Excel- 
lency the president ; and if any fuch 
perfons fhall arrive by land, they 
fhould be forthwith carefully efcorted 
out of the colony, and not be per- 
mitted to hold any intercourfe with 
perfons not for that purpofe autho- 
rifedby the prefident, and that for the 
mere purpofe of accommodation. 

Admiralty-Office, June 29. Vice-ad- 
miral Shuldham, in his letter dated 
the 20th of May, gives an account, 
that the cruifers of his fquadr m had 
intercepted and taken 24 mips anid 
vefTels belonging to or trading with 
his Majefty's rebellious fubjetts in 
North America, in addition / to thofe 
mentioned in his letter of the 25th 
of April, amoilg which was the Lion 
fchooner, bound from Cape Francois 
to Rhode-ifland, laden with arms and - 
ammunition. Gazette. 

Portfaoutbyjunt 27. Yefterday the 
tranfports, having on board the Brunf- 
wick troops, and the company of Ha- 
nau artillery, failed from St. Helen's 
with a fair wind, under convoy of his 
Majefty's fhips the Amazon and 
Garland, ibid. 

Port/mouth, June 29. Yefterday in 
the evening failed with a fair wind 
his Majefty's mips the Diamond and 
Unicorn from Spithead, nnd the Am- 
bufcade from St. Helen's, having un- 
der their convoy the tranfports with 
the fecond diviilon of Heffian troops. 
ibid. 

[This fleet was obliged by contrary 
winds to put into Plymouth on the 7th 
of July. It confifted of 72 fail, and 
had on board about 4000 Hefiians, 
1000 Waldeckers, two companies of 
ChaflTeurs,/'. e\ riflemen, 200 Engltfh 
recruits, and 2000 baggngc horfes. 
The horfe-tranfporrs are Dutchmen, 
very flow failing vctfels. They failed 
from Plymouth on the 19th of July.] 

St. James's, July 6. The King has 
been pleated to confer the honour of 
the moft honourable order of the Bath 
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on Guy Carleton, Efq; Captain Ge* 
neral and Governor in Chief of his 
Majefty's province of Quebec, Gene* 
ral and Commander in Chief of all 
his Majefty's forces in the faid prol 
vince, and on the frontiers of the 
provinces bordering thereupon. Gaz 7 

Whitehall, July 6, General Howe, 
in his difpatches to Lord George 
Germaine, dated Halifax, June the 
7 th and 8 th, which were yefterday 
delivered by Captain Dudingfton pf 
the navy, gives an account that the 
troops under his command were em- 
barked, and waited only for favour T 
able weather to proceed to fea. ibid* 
. He alfo mentions that an ordnance 
ftorefhip, named the Hope, had been 
taken in Bofton bay. ibid. 

The General had juft received adr 
vice that fome of the tranfports with 
the Highlanders were arrived at the 
entrance of the harbour, and was not 
without hopes that they fhould all 
join under fail the next day. ibid. 

[This is the firft mention pf Gene- 
ral Howe in the Gazette, flnce his 
departure from Bofton. To the par- 
ticulars given in page' 113, it will not 
be' improper to add, that on 1 the 6th 
of June he received difpatches, which 
were fent from England on the fecond 
of May. On the 10th of June he 
left Halifax, not in confequence of 
any orders from England, but to ex- 
ecute a plan of his own. He left 
1500 men at Halifax, to protect the 
"place. On thei 2th o'f June,the fleet and 
troops failed ^as is fuppofed) for New 
York General Howe went in a Angle 
frigate on the 1 oth, it is fuppofed to/e- 
cortoitre. Two tranfports foundered in 
a gale of wind, juft as they were got out 
ot the harbour, and about 300 troops 
with the crews perifhed. Part of Lord 
John Murray's Highland regiment, 
and part of two battalions of the f\§>\ 
arrived at Halifax June 7. General 
Howe, during his ilay at HaIifax,found 
T 2 ' "Urn 
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the people friendly to the King's caufe, fixty failoitEanfports, beingth* Scotch 

troops, which he met with at fea, or 
near Halifax ; and djat he would fol- 
low his brother as foon as he had taken 
in frefh water, of which he was in 
great need. 
Extracl of a letter from an officer of 

Lord John Murray* s regiment, dated 

Halifax, June 20. 

* Soon afte"f we Jeft the Clyde, on 
the coaft of Ireland, a violent ftorm 
feparated the fleet ; we lojft company 
with our convoy, the Flora frigate, 
and found that out of all the fleet chat 
failed only five of us were remaining 
together. We fpoke with feveral mips 
on our voyage bound from the Weft 
Indies to London, but received no 
news from them. Without any ma- 
terial accident, we arrived off Cape 
Cod, and ran in for Bofton harbour, 
but were greatly furprifed to find fo 
very few fhipping there ; we hoi/bd 
our colours as ufual, and foon after 
were faluted by a number of (hells 
from the garrifon y we began then to 
think what had really happened, and 
feeing a fifhermaikat fome little dif- 
tance, we fired a gun at him, which 
brought him fpeedily on board, who 
informed us of the fleet and army 
having left Bofton ever fince the 24th 
of March, and that they were gone 
as he fuppofed to Halifax, The wind 
being favourable' we weighed imme- 
diately and flood out, and then only 
fpoke with the men of war, three of 
whom were left to protect fuch veffels 
as not knowing of the evacuation 
might pUt in there. The Hope tranf- 
port ran pall the meii of war, as we 
did, without feeing them, and was 
taken in the harbour; We arrived 
fafe here, but too late to join the ex^ 
J>edition, which failed from hence un- 
der General Howe on the 10th inA.' 
Province of Nova Scotia, ff* 

Whereas this his Majefty's province 
has been, and is now threatened with 
an invafion from the neighbouring co- 
lonies, by certain people in arms 

^ againft 



and he^ot about 400 recruits in the 
colony, which were put on board the 
fleet. He never landed his troops 
during his flay there. He was in 
great want of provifions, and that is 
iuppofed to have been the true caufe 
61 his departure. 

Several of the late inhabitant? of 
Bofton, who fled to Halifax with Ge- 
neral Howe, have received Letters 
from their friends at Bofton, giving 
an account of the proceedings of the 
Provincials on their taking pofleflion 
of Bofton. The firft thing they fet 
about was putting up to fale the ef- 
fects of all thofe gentlemen and trad- 
ers who had left Bofton, and gone 
With General Howe to Halifax, which 
they fold, and the amounMs to be ap- 
propriated to the flock of the pro- 
vince j but where there were fome 
of the family left behind, they con- 
fented to leave them their houfhold 
goods, after taking an inventory of 
them, and obliging the family to give- 
fecurity to be accountable for the 
value on demand ; but every thing 
in the ftores and in trade were fold 
without referve. They had alfo put 
feveral gentlemen, whom they adjudg- 
ed to be of exceptionable characters, 
and not friends to their caufe, under 
confinement, particularly Dr. Whit- 
worth and fon, John Rowe, Efq; Mr. 
Samuel Wallis, Mr. Jerry Allen, Mr. 
Cream Brulh, and Mr. Jackfon, the 
two laft in clofe confinement. ; 

Admiralty-Office, July 23I By a let- 
ter received from Vice-admiral Lord 
Howe, dated the 23d of June laft, it 
appears that his Lordfhip arrived on 
that'day off the port of Halifax in the 
Eagle ; and having learned that the 
fleet and army under the conduct of 
Vice-admiral Lord Shuldham had 
left that port on the 10th of June, his 
Lordftiip intended to proceed imme- 
diately to join him. [Gaz.] 
'■■ Other accounts mentioned, that 
Lord Howe arrived at Halifax, with 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 

rgataibh&M^fty'a prefent govern- 
ment, for refufing to concur with 
them, in difobetonce to the laws of 
Great-Britain ; *id for affording, 
agreeable to our duty, fupplies and 
refrefliments to his Majefly's garrifon 
of Bolton : we with it to be known, 
that however unwilling we mould be 
to fhed the blood of our American 
countrymen, we muft, in difcharge of 
our duty to God and the King, and 
in fupport of the constitution, and 
laws of our country, oppofe their en- 
try into this province, and any and 
every of their proceedings therein, 
where their coming muft expofe us to 
the ruin .and deftruttion of our pro- 
perty, and to all the ravages and hor- 
rors of a civil war ; * And we do (o- 
lemnly promife, in the prefence of 
' Almighty God, to b^ar faith arid 

* true allegiance to his Sacred Majefty 

* King George the Third ; and we 

* will to the utmoft of our power and 

* ability fupport, maintain, and de- 
' fend his crown and dignity againft 
' all traiterous attempts and confpi- 

* racies whatever/ And furthermore, 
we inhabitants of the townfhip of 
Windfor, do for the purpofes afore- 
faid, voluntarily enrol ourfelves in a 
company of militia, whereof * 
is to be our Captain, and and 

x are to be our Lieutenants in 
the volunteer regiment of militia, un- 
der the command of the Honourable 
Michael Franklyn, Elq; Lieutenant 
Governor of this province ; on condi- 
tion nevextheiefs that we are not on 
any occafion whatever to ferve out of 
Wis colony, nor are we to be required 
to do duty in confequence of this en- 
rollment, but in cafe of an actual in- 
vafion of this province by fuch a body 
of forces as may make it ncceflkry to 
aid and fupport the King's troops 
Rationed in the faid colony. 

£iven under our hands, at Wind- 
for, this day of March, anno 
iiomini 1776. 
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[It does not appear; from any pub* 
lifhed account, that Nova Scotia wai 
at this time threatened with an inva- 
sion from the other colonies. Laft 
year there was fuch a deiign, fee page 
113.] 
Recapitulatiou of defeats^ which <wer* 

from time to time pubUjbed in the 

London Gazette. 

* The late imperfect and fcantyafcr 
count in the Gazette, of the troops 
under General Howe being forced to 
evacuate Bofton by the Provincial 
troops, is fo grofs and feriou* an air 
front to the people of this country, 
as to deferve the fevered cenfure^ aad 
animadverfion. 

* In this country, and even In 
realms fubje&ed to the raoft arbitrary 
and defpotic fway, the accounts of the 
operations of their military armaments 
have ever been fubmitted to the pubr 
lie eye, that the merits of the com- 
manders might be ftamped with pub- 
lic applaufe, or their defeats rectified 
by public juftice and example ; that 
the minds of men might be exhila- 
rated by the common iuccefs, or that 
the truth might be the reformer of 
minifterial errors in government, 

* Nor can thofe in the leaft oon- 
verfant with foreign Gazettes, deny 
the truth of the above propofition, 
nor that all the manoeuvres, the con- 
duit, and the future deiigns of officers 
have been fubmitted to' the public 
eye in every part of Europe. 

* But fince it is, fo natural to go- 
vernors to obtain applaufe where they 
can, and acquire the fanclion of public 
opinion, by a declaration of their fuc- 
cefs, I fhall proceed to confider the 
right this country has to receive infor- 
mation of the failure of public enter- 
prizes, leaving it to abler heads to 
reafon upon it abftra&edly, and wifti- 
ing only to prove this unden'ablc fact. 
By many inttances, the reafons which 
have induced Generals to abandon ' 
an enterprize, to forfake a poft, or to 
fail in their projects, have conilantly 

beta 
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fceen AAmittcd to the tribunal of the 
public. 

' It would be too fuperfluous to ar- 
gue that the late evacuation of Boflon, 
Was a defeat ; it was a dereliction of 
a centrical and a favourite poft ; it 
was an inconvenient, unfeafonable 
retreat ; it was caufed by fuperiorjty 
of force; it was urged by neceffity; 
it was not done by advice, cor was it 
effeded without lofs. 

' There s no man can deny that 
the baule of Almanza was peculiarly 
detrimental to the great object of the 
fucceffion war, nor that the account 
of it muft neceffaqly lay open the fu- 
ture uefigns of the allies ; yet fo ready 
were the miniflers at that time to give 
every information to the public, that 
in the Gazette 25th of April 1707, it 
was firlt mentioned and quoted from 
an account printed at Paris, and af- 
terwards in a letter from Lifbon ; and 
the particulars at large in Lord Gal- 
way's exprefs by Colonel Wade, were 
handed to the public in an extraor- 
dinary Gazette of the lit of June 
1707, which were afterwards republ- 
ished in the ordinary and regular 
Gazette. And it is remarkable that 
the account concludes with the defign 
of garrifonine Alicant, and the Ge- 
neral's intention to preierve the ftrong 
holds on the enemy's coaffo. Here 
inot only the paft but the future ope- 
rations of the war were laid open to 
the public eye ; and the Queen fent 
•a mefiage exprefsly informing the 
Lords of the ill fuccefs, and urging 
t'.em to enquire into the reafons of it. 
The examination of the Lords Gal- 
way, Tyrawley, and Lord Peterbo- 
rough, were the confequence of it ; 
nor was it then doubted that the 
parliament and the public had not a 
right 10 the fuilcit information, JIa- 
grante hello, 

u * In the war before laft, when the 
unfortunate battle cf Fontenoy had 
caufed general difmay, particulars of 
the action were fet forth in the Ga> 
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zette Extraordinary of the. nth of 
May 1745. The account takes up 
three pages of thqgGazctte, and the 
moft information Is conveyed to the 
world. The capitulation of Oflend, 
where the allies removed full as credi- 
tably as the troops at Bofton, is fet 
forth in Augurt 1745, in the fullcft 
and cleareft manner. 

* But what comes mose in point is 
the account of the battle of Prefton 
Pans; the Gazette of the 28th of 
Sept. 1745, contains the affociation. 
for the fupport of public credit ; yet 
the account which might fo materially 
affect, is mentioned in the fame Ga- 
zette, and the whole truth * is laid 
open j and that the King's troops were 
defeated, is wrote in letters of fun- 
fhine. 

s This is followed by other Ga- 
zettes of the 21ft and 24th, wherein 
the faid particulars are further ampli- 
fied and explained. 

* Upon the 7th of December 1745, 
the Gazette advertizes that they would 
give the fulleft account of the arrival 
Of the rebels at Derby, and other par- 
ticulars which were fet forth in the 
Gazette Extraordinary of December 
12, 1745 ; and the aflair of Carlifle 
being taken is fet forth in the Ga r 
zette of the 26th of December 1745. 

' The taking of Bergen-op-Zoom, 
which every body knows was the caule 
of the Dutch for faking their alliance^ 
is mentioned from the Hague Gazette 
the 14th of Sepr. 1747, in the am- 
pleft manner, with all the confequences 
that followed it. 

* In the commencement of the late 
war, the defeat of General Braddock 
is mentioned in the Gazette of the 
26th of Atiguft 1755, and all the ccn- 
fequences th.it followed ir. 

'And fo defirous were adminiftra 7 
tion to inform the public about the 
circumitances attending the furrender 
of Port Mahon, that the account was 
firft given In a letter quoted from 
Compeignc, July 16, 1757. 

The 
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k Tlie addrefs from the city of 
London upon xhe lofs of Minorca, in 
the Gazette of Auguft 21 , 1756, was 
the ctfnfequence of it, and that mag- 
nanimous anfwer of the father of his 
people, wherein he deplores the lofs 
of this ifland, and declares that he 
fhall be ready to fee juftice done upon 
any man who had failed in their duty 
to him, or to their country. 

'* Judy z, 1757, the Gazette de- 
fcribes the lofs of the battle of Colin, 
and the fleps the King of Pruflia had 
taken on that unfortunate affair. 

The unfortunate battle of Haften- 
beck, which produced the convention 
of Clofler Seven, was fubmitted to the 
public in the Gazette of October 1 1, 

1757* 

* The letters of the General and 

Admiral in the affair, of the Ifle of 
Aix at large, the reafons • of their 
abandoning that enterprize, are laid 
open in the Gazette of Sept. 14, 
1758, in the moft unreferved manner ; 
and alio, the letter of General Bligh, 
with the account of the affair of St. 
Cas, and the reafons of his return to 
England, are publifhed in the fullest 
manner in the Gazette of Sept. n, 
1758 ; and in the glorious admini- 
ltration of Mr. Pitt, the unfuccefsful 
affair of Ticonderago, the whole par- 
ticulars, the obfervations and the 
fchemes of the commanders, and, Ge- t 
neral Abercromby's letter, are fee 
forth as a foil to the reft of the con- 
duct of that great man, who wifhed 
that truth mould be the fevere but 
juft judge qf his conduct in the Ga- 
zete of Auguft 22, 1758. 

Upon, this fair and irrefragable 
flate of the accounts puHlifned for a 
feries of years, of all the defeats 
which., have happened to the enter- 
prizes of this country ; it appears that 
the public have a right to information 
of the failure, as well as the fuccefs 
of the Britifh armaments ; nor has 
there ever been an inftance to tie 



contrary, till the impudence of the* 
flagitious adminiftration has denied . 
them this among other unquestionable - 
rights ; nor can there be a doubt; * 
that Lord G. Germaine, or whoever 
elfe advifed fuch a meafure, has juftly 
incurred the weight of public ven- 
geance, and that it Is impeachable 
matter. 

' The feelings of the people of 
England have been fo numbed by the 
whole courfc of the conduct of ad- 
miniftration in this nefarious war, 
that they feem to beinfenfible to their 
wrongs ; but foreigners fee it in a dif- 
ferent light, and the London Gazette 
is confidered by them as an artful for- 
gery to fcreen the conduct of admini- 
ftration from the light : And in the 
Hague Gazette of the 14th of May, 
after reciting the account in our Ga- 
zette, it fays, we fee nothing in this 
account que In fiuk retrbite du Ce- 
ntral Hozue, Jans qu*on dire s*il a em- 
parte au abandonne Jon art'dkrze* . 
The other . particulars from private 
letters are as follow : The account 
given there amounts to this, which all 
Europe will necefTarily believe from 
the circumflances related, that the 
retreat was precipitate — necefiicated r 
and that he was obliged to leave his 
artillery behihd him. 

Upon the whole, Sir, it is to be 
hoped, that the public indignation 
will be roufed at Iait by a fair flare of 
their deprivation of a privilege which 
they have enjoyed from time imme- 
morial. In the records of parliament 
we fee, that Edward the Third, when 
he had made a retreat to Calais before 
a French army, and the public expee-! 
tation was baulked, gave the reafoti 
of his conduct to the next parliament, 
by his Chancellor. From that till 
this time, I defy all the Scotch per-> 
verters of Englifh rights to fhew a^ 
fingle in fiance, where the failure of 
public enterprizes have not been fairly 
ilated and iubmitted to the public : 

and. 
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manza, if the battle of Prefton Pans, 
when public credit might have been 
endangered by bad news ; if the cap- 
ture of Bcrgen-op-Zoom, when the 
Hollander dreaded the revival of the 
campaign in 1674; if the defeat of 
Braddock, if the furrender of Mi* 
norca, if the ill fuccefs of the late 
Duke of Cumberland, if the battle 
of Colm* the affair of Ticonderago, 
of the Ifle of Aix, of the defeat our 
troops received at St. Cas : — if in all 
thefe the letters of the commanders, 
and the whole reafons of fuch failures 
have been uniformly laid before the 
public — Why is the account of the 
capitulation *of Bofion denied ? Do 
miniiters intend to blind the people 
0/ this country, that they may enforce 
the, yoke upon their necks with great- 
er eafe f Are the people of England 
fo loft to a fenfe of their own privi- 
leges ; and mull not every body con- 
clude that theminifters' love darknefs 
better than light, becaufe their deeds 
are evil ?* 
Further Ohfervations on the minifterial 

management of the London Gazette. 

k As all men have their virtues a 
little balanced by fome failings, it is 
fkrely a good-natured part not to 
dwell upon the qualities our miniftera 
are deficient in, but rather to fix our 
attention on thofe points of their cha- 
racter, in which they evidently excell. 
I (hould think it the trueleft thing in 
the world to dwell upon Lord George 
Germaine's conduct of the civil war ; 
but I am happy to join with the world 
in applauding his Lordfhip's dexter- 
ous management of the Gazette. 

' Whilft under his aufpices, and 
nnimated by his example, our com- 
manders, by happily fhifting of their 
pofition, by taking the resolution of 
evacuating towns, and by effecting re- 
treats without lofs, are (though quite 
a new way) conquenng provinces 
abroad, his Lordlhip is employed, 



of the beft critics, in recoxdjnj^jtbttf'. 
great exploits at home. .^ ■ ■ n * 

' Livy iua been cenfwrek as diffufe ; 
Salluft, Thncydides, and Txdtm? 
have been criticized for an aiie&ed 
brevity, bordering on tl\e, oMjcure,— 
Thefe general remarks, favour 0/ pe- 
dantry, and meer literary <can*. T& 
judge of the faults or excellence-of (he- 
difffife, or the concife ; of $he fprfpi- 
cuous, or the obfeure ftyles ;; we mo^ 
confider well the nature of the fub- 
je&, and the defign of the author*—- 
No univerfal rule can be laid down * * 
Some things cannot be displayed X99r 
amply, and too minutely to the pub*. 
lie .curiofity. Others had better be- 
jufl touched upon. Some fhould (hine? 
in a glare of light; others fhould be 
caft modeftly into the fhade. Some, 
ought to be proclaimed by the {bund 
of trumpet ; others there are, in whiclfc 
filence is the real eloquence. 

' If you would know how welt 
Lord George Germaine has employe! 
all thefe fryles (and this no ityle}- 
you muft confider the end and p$r- 
pofe for which (befides fame andkfc* 
mortality) a fecretary of fiate; GW* 
defcends to become an author,* 

* The world at large is not awareof 
the real object of our war in America. 

The fole drift and end of aB 

our operations there, has hitherto* 
been, neither more or lefi, than to 
difpofe of the fums of money that 
have been raifed here. Thefe have 
been vail ; and the difperfion of them 
has not been fo perfectly eafy, as the 
common run of people might ima* 
gine. But by the aid of our kind 
and difmterelted friends the London 
contractors, and the German princes, 
the thing may be done. The facility, 
however, of the expenditure, may not 
always facilitate the fupply. A great . 
ftatefman, lite other ingenious artiits, 
muft tickle the ear, while he extracts 
the purfe. The mob out of doors 

love 
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jpv* a little good news, though it be 
at their owu cofh A victory is worth 
a million j arid a good bonfire com* 
penfates * a tax. The wife miniftef 
(like the induftrious ant) fbrecafti thtf 
winter, and prepares the mind for 
the ways and means of the feffibn, by 
die intelligence with which he enter- 
tains us during the recefs. In the 
execution of this plan; he ftridUy fol- 
lows the great Matters of antiquity. 

**The polite critic of the court of 
Auguftus, Horace, was intended by. 
that great Emperor (not fo happy in 
obtaining dbedierrce to his commands 
as our fovereign) for the office of J fe- 
cretary of ftate. Whilft that bufineft 
wa9 in agitation, he wrote thofe ex- 
cellent rules for Gazettes, which have 
been uriaceountably miftaken for the 
rules of dramatic poetry. A grofe 
error! for what has a fecretary of 
ftate to - do with writing tragedies ? • 
Or hdw can we imagine that Horace,- 
after commanding a Roman legion, 
cud diftmguiihing himfelf in war, 
flKMrtd^*»defcend to undertake the 
dowfiibh^fthftf opera? The Gazette 
is the proper buftnefs of his depart- 
memf. - Befides the obfervations on 
flyle that I have juft made, and which • 
Iconfefs I borrowed from this great* 
jodgej ho makes fever al others of 
moment/ He -advifes his Gazette 
writer to mix his falfehood with fome ' 
truth,- ita mtntitur (fays he) ut verts 
ftdfa rtmrfcet* And he gives his rea- 
fon, and a very folid one* 

Prima nt medium, media dlfcrepat imum m 

He recommends it to him to put. off, 
and' to bring on matters, as may belt 
fuit political purpofesv 

Ut BUfU dlcat jam nunc dibentia dicij 
Plert^utdifferat, et prefens in tempus omittaU 

Bur if rafts prove {o very untraceable, 
«4 by-no -art of nrbrture or procraftina- . 

J AVBpifUHs* 
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tion to be malSe pleafanf, why their ntf 
thinks they are to be totally omittedf 
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Defperat tratlata nitefcere pajfe, retinqulti 

' To exemplify his Lordmip's ffcilf 
in conducting his Gazette upon thefe 
rules, the reader may remember the 
ample account we had of the exploits' 
of Lord Dunmore. Not one captive 
piece was omitted of thefe miserable 
old cannon, which> until they were to* 
* open their mouths, ahd {hew forth 
his praife,* had flept and rufted in 
ncgleft on the wharfs in Virginia*— • 
All the pompous difplay of Livy and 
Clarendon, were employed to decorate; 
the triumph of this favourite General. 
After tliis great and decifive advan- 
tage of Lord Dunmore (a3 far as we 
cpuid difcover from the Gazette) we 
had nothing to do but to take pofTef* 
fidn of a difarmed province. The 
gratitude of the nation was equal td 
the. fervices of the General. Hi* 
Lordfhip was immortalized in the 
Gazette. He was adopted into the 
facrcd Sixteen ; levees, aflemblies, 
cpffee«.houfes, all agreed (and they 
were certainly right) that if every 
Governor had afted with the fpirit 
of Lord Dunmore, we muft have efta* . 
bliihed our dominion in all the other 
provinces, as perfectly as we had 
done in Virginia f. 

In the midfl of all the joy that 
arofe from fuch important victories as 
Lord Duntnore's, fo amply difplayed £ 
an odd fort of an account arrived.— 
A very brave officer, as brave and as 
intelligent an officer as any in thtf 
King's fcrvice, Major Fordyce, with 
a detachment of our bell grenadiers, 
were fen t by this heroic commander 
Lord Dunmore, upon a well planned 
expedition ; to which there were bu* 

■f His LordJhip had the honour of being. 
tlie firlt Go ernor who thought it necefiary iZ" 
miit his government, and tike refuge Oft board 
Jus Majtft/s fleet. 
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rtW fetali ODjeSlonS. <3m\ that it 
*vas perfe&ly impracticable ; the other, 
that if it did fucceed, it could be of 
fio, kind of ufe. Accordingly Maji&r 
Fordyce was killed. The party was 
defeated j all the^grehadiers 'fkin or 
made prifdners— what fakl the lately 
communicative Gazette? Not a fyl-* 
lable. The Secretary of State had 
wafted his flock of eloquence in his 
panegyric on Lord I>unmorei He 
Kad nothing left for the funeral ora- 
tidn of Fordyce. He was as filent 
as the grave In which that gallant of- 
ficer and his brave foldiers' were laid. 
r And where was the neceffity for much • 
difcourfe ? The man was dead; and 
what did it fignify to put ourferves 
Into an ill humour about what we could 
fcot poflibly help, 

* This Virginian hhtory is an in- 
stance of the dhTufive ftile of the Ga- 
zette* contrafted with the oppofite* 
extreme of excellence i The expref- 
five and eloquent filence, the infhmces 
of alefs violent, but equally judicious 
contraft, are frequent, and -happily 

I mixed in. 'I will endeavour to recall 
them to the reader's memory. With- 
out fuch a retrofpett it will not be 
cafy to enter into the true fpirit of 
this exquifite politico-literary )>er- 
formance, which is now the fole fource 
of authentic intelligence, and the only 
tehicle of our fummer's delight and 
information. 

* J When the forts of St. jfohn and 
Chamble were taken by the Provin- 
cials, and upwards of 'joo regular 
troops made prifoners, there was a 4 
demand for the compact, clofe, la- 

r conic ftyle. ^Jre Gazette did not al* 
together omit thefe events j but with* 
a wonderful energy and brevity, re- 
lated it in much fewer lines than the 
ihorteft article of the capitulation, by - 
which thofe unhappy troops had fur- 
rendered pri&ners of war. Ofcannoa 

X VjdcGuetw, December t$* 
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and ftdtfes,tiet one w#d 5 tbefe werf. 
left to the imagination of the- readet* 
All accounts of tie taking of cinricm* 
in the explicit ftile, bejartg«d> excht- 
fively, to Lord D unmdre* 

* We may rfememfeer too* that 
when Arnold made tie aflontfhing 
march, which will for ever immorta- 
lize his name, the Gazette was not 
abfolutejy filent. It gave to, merit one 
honeft line ; and in the laconic hrevity . 
of Lord Gecrge Gertna&e, one At* 
nold appeared at Point Leri §* 

* Of the taking of Montreal, wliich> 
place, againft the whole ftrengtb at 
England arid America conjoined, had 
formerly given glory and peerage to 
Lord Amherft— on the part of the 
Gazette fiUnce j — Col** Prefect, his 
ihips, his foldiers, his itoxes taken ^af* 
terwards-—^Zfw«i 

* This uniformity of filence^ how- 
ever prudent, and even chaftly elo* 
quent, might feem rather dull, and at 
length begin to difguih People 
might learn an ugly habit of looking 
eftewhere for intelligence. In this. 
diftyefs an event happened, which 
juftjfied the drawing up the floodrgate^ 
and letting out all that flow of elo- 
quence which had been fe long dim- 
med in. Montgomery, ; an. obfcure 
man, W whom we had; heard nothing 
before from authority, was killed at 
Quebec, and his troops repulfed.-— 
But unfortunately, even on. this faifeft 
of all occafipns, we were .again fedly 
at a lofs. This happy opportunity 
was in danger of being wholly thrown 
away. The queition arofe^ whei'e is 
the authority for this good news ? 
The conquering General was too 
clofoly blocked up, to fend a mefleogex 
of the deciiive vi&ory he had obtained. 
To take intelligence from th&Phila* 
delphia newfpapers, and to put z\ the 
foot of the account, * Charts* Tfcrnp- 
fen,' (not our Sir Charles) and hy * 



£ YU* Gazette, Deccmbenj, 



©rd* 



*i ,jr-'*-'i 



*U~. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



< 155 ) 



fcrder of the Cqngrefi, was too mogh^ 
In effect, it wa* to regifter a rebel- 
lious libel among the confecrated re- 
cords of office. This was hard un? 

c fioubtedly f '■'■". 

; * The difficultyffaggered the Ame- 
rican fecretary of ftate. In an hurry 
a council is called. The Attorney 
peneral, in his firm, fturdy, direct 
way, objected to the meafure. He 
relied on it, that fuch a Hep might 
£each people to put fome trufi ^re- 
bellious' publications j and would, be- 

- fides, totally take away the beft, and 

* ionietimes duly excufc we bad for 
•0ur prudent referve on moft of our 
"defeats, viz, that we had t^em only 

front the narrative of the rebels. — 
This had fome weight. But Mr. 

* Wedtlerbtfrne f whofeyW* is dexterity 
.and refinement, obierv«d, that the 
fcongrefs, as they are a raw* new go- 
yernment, and to that time unac- 
quainted with difgraces, had no£ 

■ ''Kj&rned the art ofgloffihg a tnisfor- 
"V '^pne, bnt had delivered a plain, round, 
^'^MVarnUhed tale of their defeat,— 
r; *I1Ss advantage is not to be muTed,— * 

v ^Here (faid Mr, Wedderburne) wcmay 

^ajfate iV the expence of an enemy. 

a *fhe narrative, as. far as. it goes, is 
^jheirdwn ; and our imagination is at 
^ n l[l$rt}r to add full enough on this 
'* .fctmdation. We cloath ourfelves with 
~:|he fpoils' pf the enemy. We may 

;f&reis ourfelves qla Congrefs. 

*(b£{ .„;. . . , * 

'^inin Danaumq. infignia ti$bh 

jfpremiis, dolus an virtus quit in befit rtquirtit 

Lord George carried it for his ftiend 
the Solicitor's opinion. The Phila- 
delphia Cpngrefs Gazette fupplied 
fhe materials for our's ; and here (but 
at their expence) -we expatiated again, 
^he ftunted Gazette once more mot 
put into a full luxuriance pf narrative, 
* This mode, howeyer of borrowing 
an enemy's account is too ticklifh to 
be adopted as a regular practice.— 



in afl humam affelrs, c to Jsnotv, wh«* 
to leave off.' For, unluclyly tbofe 
exotic Cpngrefs ( ncwfpapers began 'to 
fhoot out fome things that would not 
bear tranfplanting* and were net at 

£ adapted to flourifh in the foil of 
London Gasette. The taking, 
for inftance, .of Brigadier-General 
Macdonald in North-Carolina— the. 
killing Colonel Macleod — the defeat 
of 1500 of our Highland troops, and 
the difarming of the whole party ^ 
although all undeniably true— thia 
was nqt proper fluff for a ^ondoa 
.Gazette. The expedition of Gene- 
ral Shuyler into the Indian country* 
although equally certain— the capiy 
tulatipn of Sir John . JohnTon-r-fh« 
making him a prifoner on parole— 
the fubmiflion and laying down their 
arms by 690 of our loyal fubjecls 
(Scots and Tories) and the compelling 
fome of our natural allies, the human j 
favages of the Five Nations, to lay 
down the hatchet — thefe accounts^ 
one fees at firit fight, could by no art 
be made fitting for the Gazette. Of 
thefe ? therefore, nothing was faid. 

* The end of writing is et prodejjb ^ 
dekfiare* In a paper where" the'pro- v 
fit of minillers, and the delight of the 
.people, were to, be the great objefts^ 
it would be a piece of downright: 
abfurdity to mention fuch things, ag 
pofljWy cannot tell tf> the advantage 
pf the one of the parties, or afford $ny 
fortoffatisfattipnto either. 

1 I find it impoffible to do 
juftice : to the merits _of minifters, 
as hiftorians of their own exploits, in 
a fmgle paper. The jfubjecY grow* 
upon me, as the matter rifes in dig- 
nity and* importance. Refervinff 

therefore the inimitable beauties of 
the Boflon narrative to another time, 
I ftxall foy t^e prefent fatisfy myfelf 
with remarking, that the naval par$ 
of the war, though probably it come| 
from another quarter, is related on the 



■yhen canie in the great delicate poin^ £$ae Driaciole, and with no lefs per- 
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feflSon, than that whicfc Is carri«4 pa voy, and 
utxjp the wrmfirma. 

.' £)ne of our men of war returns 
Jiome rather in a fhabby condition; 
But what does {he come home for f 
In fceality to bring the news of her 
jown efcape from the Americans. Since 
pur affairs are in that pleafant fitua r 
.tion, that retreats are happy fhiftin^s 
/of pofition, and that efcapes are to 
ta! crank a^ vi&ories, it wasneceffary 
ito difplav this eminent advantage at 
r full length ;' and it is accordingly rer 
jlated af large in the true technical 
fty'lc, and with all the elegant perfipi- 
'cuity of the nautical dialed. The 
.Gazette, fa lately on the referve, 
here becomes prodigal of information. 
We have, on the efcape of the Glas- 
gow (for the ririr. time) an account of 
Eommodore Hopkins's fquadron ; the 
number of vzttc\$ ; the number of 
guns j the number of men ; as exact 
as" if we were furnifhed with it from 
jthe navy-office of Philadelphia. The 
£ate of tKe Britifh navy was refufed 
*©n the motion of a marine officer in 
iparli^ment laft feffion. Amends are 
>iqw jnade by a precife detail (given 
gratis) of one of the American fleets. 
We Jhave the fatisfaftion to find that 
jthis navy is in fhoal water, (but fafe 
jenough) in New England. In 'the 
late war, the efcape' of one of our 
Yfcpat frigates, built and furnifhed for 
#var; from a little fquadron, confifting 
of a decayed merchantman, with k 
*floop and fchoocer or* two, haftily and 
411-fitted into privateers, would fcarce 
iiavedeferveda long laboured account 
In the Gazette. But things are 'al- 
tered; Mr Pitt was, Lord George 
'Germaine is fecretary of ftate. 
v " In this laft piece we are furnifhed 
.with a'curjous example of the ample 
difpTay, and of the judicious referve. 
The 'Gazette' which knows fo mi- 
nutely fewry gun in Hopkins's fleet, 
krtd 11s' weight Off metal, fays nothing 
si all of this felloes carrying his con- 



the military ftores ; wit$ 
which he was heavily laden, faf4y cp 
the place of their deflination: Nor 
does it know, that he had taken a 
tranfport and tender in, his Majesty's 
fervice. It even omits a piece of good 
fortune of the Glafgow, whofe ihot in 
the very £rft broadfide damaged Hop- 
kins's rudder in fuch a manner, that 
his fhip lay for two hours incapable, 
of purfuit or fight. 

* To complete this account of the 
American Regatta, made for our fpe- 
cial amufement; by the fame ufe of 
light and fhade in the narrative, we 
are informed that a great number of 
fhips and vefTels have been taken. By 
this judicious choice of terms, tho 
■number is as fnfficiently fweiled by 
the feizure of a cock boat, as by the 
taking of the largeft fhip that ever 
failed in the Virginia trade. 

* As to captures made on the part 
of the Americans, we might conclude 
from the prudent filence of the ga- 
zette, that there were abfolutely none. - 
If it were not for an impertinent tell- 
tale " in the city,' vailed Lloyd's. Lift, 
(who, in all good policy ought to be 
filehced) we fliould never have guefi&4 
'that above ffty tranfport fhips had 
been taken by the Americans. The 
fhips themfelvcs, exclusive of the. Or-' 
goes, of as much value at leaft as the 
whole of the prizes taken from the 
Americans. 

* In a word, whether by land 
or fea, we are fcarcely imided 
from' authority to believe, that one 
misfortune has happened in the 
whole war. All is glory, fuccefs, and 
victory. Yet thirteen Provinces are 
loft. 

* The emifiion of autharifed newsr 
papers is an homage paid by the raoft 
defpotic powers to public opinion. 
By the fending abroad of Gazettes, 
they tacitly, but fully admit two very 
material points. Firft, the right of 
the people to be kformed of the fbrte 

of 
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,©f national affairs. Secondly, the in- 
fluence of popular judgment on jheir 
own fortune. They know it would 
he an enterprise too defperate, to think 
.of keeping the people wholfy in the 
dark, 

■* We are apt to entertain rather 
too meaii an opinion of the . {pint 
and underftanding of our neighbours! 
There is n t a nation in Europe fo 
fervilcly paffive, as to abandpn all con- 
cern ibout its own welfare; and to 
gi*6-a credit abfojutely unlimited to its 
'asAimiftrltion. "It is true,' that die 
people under defpotlc governments, 
'have it hot in their power to take a 
legal vengeance on thofe who abufe 
their truft, or to remove thofe who 
fliew thsmfelvcs unequal to it. This 
is the grand defect of their fcheme of 
Jjovernmeru. Bu: nature fpmetimes 
Tupplies the place of law, and their 
illegal .-fenfibility frequently takes a 
kvere vengeance on thofe, who con- 
fiding in the weakness and imperfec- 
tion of ti>e constitution of their coun- 
try, prefurne to act in violation of the 
fpint of all laws. Even when fuch a 
people are not able* to punifh an un- 
ikilful Hate attor, their voice is cr C ne- 
rally fuffident to explode, and hiithirn 
from the public ftage. 

* We have feen not long ago, that 
the fame king of Spain, who with an 
high hand protected, promoted, ho- 
noured, and rewarded Don Francifco 
Bucarelli, although he was impeached 
of high crimes and mifdemeanors' 
; even from the throne of Great-Bri- 
'tain itfelf, was obliged to difraifs and 
bamfo the Marquis of Squillace, his 
favorite % and prime miniller, to ap- 
peafe the difcontents of the people of 
Madrid. The fame King was buf 
the other day obliged, on account of 
the difpleafure of his fubjeas, to dif- 
mifs and remove from court the Conde 
O'Reilly, a minifter and a general 
high in his favour, upon his failure in 
an enterprize agakft Algiers. 



m- ') • • ■ . ■ •> 

' The King of France, on the <E£ 
content of a part of his people, and 
- -i "Ifkcefiof <ome financial pro- 
jeSj. difimfled Mon/jeur Turcot, a* 
he had raifedthat minifter tOEratifV 
the opinion of his fubjefb. 

' Minifters in other countries findin* 
themfelves obliged to humble the* 
pnde before their neceffines, do not 
venture to keep all information from 
the people. On the contrary, thef 
affea to fupply them with it very li- 
berally, apd very honeftly. poffeffed 
ot the only fouras of authentic intelli- 
gence, they indeed glofs and varnifli. 
but never attempt grofly to mifr epre ! 

Ivt Tr Y s ) vhoi }y » conceal. 
Even at Conftantmople, $e minifter 
Hands in awe of public opinion^ Not 
. having a prefs there, the government 
keeps m,ts pay a fet of walking «. 
zcttes (lomewhat like our court run- 
ners) w ho mount on. a ftool in coffee- 
houfes, and entertain their grave • tor- 
band hearers with an account of the 
defigns of the court of Peterrtwnjhl 
or or the progrefs of the rebellion £ • 
Egypt. ** 

• M a nation declining from great. 
nefs ls the moft mean, and a £o rl . ' 
iinking from freedom are the moft 
eminently fervife, our minifters think 
this is a fit feafon for an experiment, 
to find out ±t maximum of human pa^ 
tience, fubmiffion, and paffive-obedi- 
ence. Their proceedings in the «- 
zette with regard to the late war i« 
New-England, ftcw what progrefc 
they have made in that experiment. 

* From the beginning of our pre- 
fent troubles, om hopes and fears were 
all engaged at Bofton. This was the 
heart and vital fpring of all diforder. ' 
It was not fo much the metropolis ef 
America, as the head-quarters of re- ■ 

v °^ J*f° a ^^ingly became 
theobjeftofaH our civil 'regulation, 
for feveral feffions, and of all our mi. 
htary operations for two years toge- 
ther. Our eyes were never a moment 

turned 
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%prtt& fitMn ft. Expiation panted 
or every weftern breeze — when the 
gazette foddenly announced to a long* 
i»g and anxious people, that General 
IJowe had taken a refolufion to «vacu-> 
see Boftbn, and was actually on hi? 
way to Jialliiax. Habituated as we 
aye to every thing, extraordinary, the 
jeafy brevity of this account did excite 
Ibme degree of furprifc. There was 
nothing; in it which could give you 
the leaft idea of war, or warlike pre- 
jparations. It was delivered with as 
eatfy and carelefs an air, as if the flory 
jvaa nothing more than a corps had 
^changed their country quarters; juft 
as if General Howe's regiment had 
Rafted their quarters from Lofton in 
Uncolnihare > to JJalifai in Yorldhire. 
'And this is all the fatisfaclion that the 
Italian has ever yet received for fix 
'millions expended, and the lait town 
jxt thirteen Provinces loft, 

f Lord George Germaine's expe- 
jimcnt on the temper of tlje' people 
of England was made, and it an- 
jfivered. This proud and jealous na- 
tion bore that treatment with a pati- 
ence, that would have fhamed'the 
lired credulity of contented cuck- 
p&dom. Thofe who would have im- 
posed Ovid's Metamorphofrs for ar- 
ticles of faith, never prefumed fomuch 
"ppon the weaknefs of the human un- 
«terftanding. A more perfect paiTive- 
obedience was never preached by in- 
terested prieits, for the practice of the 
laity. A turk blinded with the fmoke ■ 
«xf tobacco, and dozed with opium, 
would have pushed his live gazette 
from his ftool, and kicked him out of 
the cofFee-houfe, if he had dared to 
give this account of the evacuation of 
Ockzakow or ^Bender, Even the fo- 
reign gazettes, {killed and praclijed as 
tfitey are in the trade and myftery of 
intelligence, flood in aftonifhment at 
the bold pufii of their dear brother of 
"Whitehall ; and publicly avowed their 
'amazement at this new political pha&- 
nomencn *• 

• Vide HaEuc Gazett*, 
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* That noble and venerable body. 
in which a minijfter of fo'te lately 
boafted t&at he had concealed 'from 
tfiem, and from his own .colleagues, 
the tr.ue-.ftate of their affairs,, left they 
ihould be (low in entering into a civil 
war, they of courfe; dcfired to know 
nothing. They looked on the pro r 
ceedings of their mini tier, as oh tlie 
feats, of Mr, Breflaw, . in which a 
knowledge of the flight would only 
fpoil their pleafure in the deception. 
Beth homes are coolly and deliberately 
ailing their part in this great work. 
Declaring themfelves totally indiffe- 
rent about ev&y part of public duty, 
and even deiHtute of common hurnaa 
feelings, they are preparing to make 
th^ir country as indifferent about the 
exiftence of Parliament itfelf. Several 
worthy and diligent members already 
fhew themfelves heartily tired of par- 
liamentary attendance. They imagine, 
that with their talents tbep might 
get as much under any other firm of 
government as under this, with an at- 
tendance lefs fatiguing, and a fair 
lighter expence. They think^a "mi- 
nifter's levee room, has as who^ffBme 
an air as St. Stephen's chapel ; and that 
the domeftics of a court favourite, are 
a cheaper object of bribery,' and- full 
as worthy an object of adulation as 
the foot and lot of a venal borough* 
Perhaps they may be in the right. 

* On occafion of this real gazettt 
extraordinary, the Earl of Suffolk, one 
of his ^lajefly's principal fecretafies 
of ftate, diicoyered fome marks of 
good breeding, though he does not 
come quite up to all the graces which 
Jjord Chefter£eld requires as qualifi- 
cations to office, {ie has* I fnpp' i fe > 
fome remains of complaifatice to that 
minority, in which he made'fo flam- 
ing a proteft againfl his prefent 2flb- 
ciates P In condefcenfion to the weak- 
nefs of the Lords in oppofition; he 
fubmitted to tell them the reafon why 
he told them nothing. He lamented 
in the moil pathetic ftrains to his no- 
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the necefltty Me was^ partEfe* without oSfclofiag all &e & 
crets of the coming campaign, 
c With all due deference 



fcle aualertce, 

■wider of hot producing any part of 

GeneralHowe's letter ; for (he (aid) 

die account of^ the -retreat was fo 
inixed with matters that went before, 
and operations which were to follow 
after (very improper to be publicly 
known) that he could not poffibly 
difentangle them ; and that -thus he 
was difabled from doing juftice to the 
incomparable merits of the General, 
who had made fo happy a (hifting 
©Fpcrfition. 

' * Every thing has its ^place, and 
in the houfe of Lords this gave fa- 
tiskclioh. We, the rabble below the 
bar, however, thought it odd, that 
What had pafTed before General 
Howe's 'retreat fhouTd be concealed 
from us, Gnce it could never have been 
concealed from the enemy. Perhaps 
What went before, might be the caufe 
o*f the retreat that followed after. If 
indeed this preceding caufe mould con- 
fid in fome batteries too n* erce to be 
borne, and too ftrong to be forced, this 
I admit was a good rcafon forconceal- 
Bient. We ought not to know that the 
rebels have anycannonfince Lord Dun- 
more feized all the artillery ; or that 
they know how to erect batteries, or 
that they have courage to defend them. 

' The other part of the reafon for 



to mf 

Lord §uffblk, I do not believe fo ifl 
of the abilities either of General Howe, 
or of his Lordfoip, I can never be* 
lieve thealledged confufion of Gene- 
ral Howe's ideas, to be, the real rea- 
fon for concealing from us every Iingle 
circumftance of his precipitate dere- 
liction of the precious purchafe of 
millions. His Lordftip told the peers, 
that this confuuon difabled him from 
doing juftice to General Howe's me- 
rits. Under favour there was no 
queftion of that General V merits. We 
are very fure that he did his duty* 
and that he gave an account of it na- 
turally and clearly. This concealment 
was never for his fake, or the take 
of his operations. — But for whatever 
purpofe this account of Lord Suffolk*;* 
was given, it could anfwer no rational 
end* If we could beKeve this ac- 
count, the friends of the war would 
be obliged to entertain bur gloorajr 
hopes of its future fiiccefs, Partial 
as they are to the authors of civ9 
contention, they ntuft condemn the 
minifter for committing the fortune of* 
their pious quarrel into fuch hands* 
To admit 1 their plea in thejuftificarioa 
of their Gazette, is to find a verdi& 



concealing the account of General againft the wifdom of their cabinet, 
tiowe's retreat,'! muft beg leave to * Nofooner had that Gazette no* 
obferve, is not quite fo honourable tQ 



ha* 



the clearnefs of head of that General, 
or demonftrates fo fully as one could 
wHh, the calm fituation of one who 
makes an undifturbed retreat. So per- 
plexed and involved (if we believe 
Lord Suffolk) was General Howe's 
account, that the fecretary offtake's 
office, in full practice of garbling pa- 
pers for the diverfion of parliament, 
was not, able to unravel the compli- 
tateji texture of the commentaries of 
our American Caefar, or give one 
particular of his proceedings for fe- 
deral aaonths to the hour of his de* 



,tified to us that General Howe 
taken this refolution, than we were 
entertained with verbal comments 
upon it, more curious than the cur* 
gmal text. The miniftry aflumed a 
face of joy equal to that which would 
have attended the moft decifive vic- 
tory* As foon as Bofton was eva-* 
coated, Bofton at once changed its 
nature. It no longer ftood under, the 
fame parallel of latitude. It then be- 
came the worft choien fpot on the 
whole continent for the operations of 
jum. We were too happy in getting 
rid ofit# The Americans were anew 

charged 
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warged with cowardice for letting us 
cfcape. The Lords publickly congra- 
tulated each other on having fhaken 
*ff fo. intolerable a yoke. 

* In this exultation they forgot 
0»e trifling rircumftaace, which fbme- 
wjiat regards their credit for the pre- 
fect ; and may perhaps a little afFeft 
their Safety on fome future day of ac- 
count. Suppofe a fpirit of enquiry 
fcould arife, and it ihould be aflted; 
who were tKey that brought his Ma- 
jefty's army into a place from whence 
h was a triumph to efcape ? If Bofton 
was not a fpot worth holding for its 
own fake, or for its convenience for 
ether operations, why, did the troops 
continue there for near two years? 
Why were they reinforced day after 
day, and regiment after regiment, for 
the defence of that place, until they 
amounted to upwards of 1 2,000 men ? 
Why were four Generals fent to com- 
mand them? Why was the ordnance 
office emptied to defend Bofton ? Why 
was the finking fund fwallowed up, 
only by its military extraordina- 
ries, which amounted to upwards of 
$$o 3 oqq\. ? Why were 60,000 ton of 
tranfports employed in that fervice ? 
Why was- this nation almoft ftarved to 
feed that town ? Why was a fleet 
commanded by a fucceflion of Britiih 
Admirals, and at an incredible ex- 
pence ftationed in its harbour? Why 
was (6 much brave blood ihed at 
Bunker's-Hill to prevent its being in- 
fuked ? Every milling fpent at Boflon 
5s a peculation of public money ; every 
life loft there is a cruel murder, if 
Bofton was not a place worth preferv- 
ing. To exhauft yourfelf in defence t 
of an object that is not worth having, 
or not to take fufheient means of 
defending an object of real value, are 
both of them crimes. If there be 
aay difference, the firft crime is the 
worfl ; as it is worfe wholly to mif- 
take the end, than than to mifcal- 
culate the means* It is, however, 
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fox this capital blunder,- that the mF 
nifter& claim the applaufes et their 
country. According to this ride, the 
merit of our Generals is to efcape 
from the place t where the providence 
of our mimfters had Rationed them; 
no hopes are entertained by therhfelve* 
of the war, if all^ its plans are not 
wholly reverfed in the execution. 

' Such is the cafe on their own re- 
prefentation, which is worfe than the 
rrioft malignant adverfary could have, 
ffated. But as they are poor in coun- 
fel, the court muft not record the ' 
plea. General Howe did not aban- 
don Bofton, becaufe it is a place ill 
fitted, and never went to Halifax, 
becaufe it was a place well fitted for a 
center of military operations. The 
minifters of the Gazette fuppofe we 
knew nothing of American geogra- 
phy, when we are told that in Order 
to direel his operations on the middle 
colonies, General Howe fled to the 
very extremity of the northern* It, 
is neither more nor lefs than to tell 
us, that a General in London, who 
intended to attack Dover ' Caftle, 
would find it his beft way thither to 
march his troops from London to 
Edinburgh. 

I was at firft at a loft to know', 
how the miniflry could give into this * 
apparently infolent and unfeeling dif-' 
courfe. How they could think to 
glory in their fhame, and to defend 
themfelves by the very circumftances 
which aggravate their offence. But 
on putting things together,- it may be 
accounted for. It was to prepare the ' 
minds of the people for the events ' 
which in fpite of any favour of for- 
tune, muft inevitably follow from 
the courfe they have purfued. They 
have told the public that Bofton was f 
worth nothing, becaufe they were not 
able to keep it, and had no hopes of' 
recovering it. If they find that the 
nation can be perfuaded to make vkH ' 
lent efforts, on a fuppofition o( the 

val<«~ 
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value of the object., and then to take 
comfort on their failure, from a coa-- 
^deration of its infignificanoe, all thoy 
wiih isdfFe&ed. They have already, 
by many ipeeches and publications 
concerning the Colonies, been prepar- 
ing the public far the lofs of the whole* 
They are already fpreading with infi- 
nite diligence, an opinion that exten* 
five empire is mifchievous, and that 
the vaft actjuifitions in the eait and 
weft corrupt our minds, and weaken , 
our ihduAry. 

• This istheconfolation they hoard 
up for us againil the day of our bkter 
cbftrefc, when we ihall have undone 
buifelves in an attempt to ruin our 
cbmurymen. Stripped of her depen- 
dencies^ the nakednefs of England is 
tdfce covered, with the tattered cloak 
of a compelled, beggarly, cynie philo- 
sophy . The lofs of glory and domi- 
i£dh are to be compen{ated by doll, 
common place obfervations on the in- 
jlability of empire^ and the emptinefs 
of all . human , honours. Our Mini- 
fters of State are .preparing themfelves 
to become minivers of the church, and 
to preach patience and resignation to 
a tradable congregation, reduced at 
length to a real Chriftian humility, 
and to a true poverty of purfe and of 
'fruit* by the falutary operations of 
thei^ councils. 

* Hitherto they have done every 
thing to bring us to the fhte for which 
they, are preparing as. But if the 
events of war mould belie their plans ; 
and if the bravery of General Heiiler 
and his Heffian troops, fhould recover 
what Britifh valour (under the direc- 
tion of our minifters) could not keep, 
it is then that in their fuccefs the mif- 
chief and weaknefs of their plans will 
appear, in full luftre. The, funftiine 
of fortune will only difplay, in a glare 
of light, the inanity of the obje& for 
whkh the miniftry and their German 
troops are contending. The Colo- 
aies, in all the fubmSion of difafter 
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*rid defeat, will prove foil ai $&• 
fruitful of the revenue for which w* 
are at war, and which alone can pay 
lor that war, as the fame colonies id 
all the hdgfcth and ^nfoienos of fuc- 
cefcful refiSanoe. Then it will ap* 
pear that the miniflry and their run- 
ners were not idfry employed when 
they told us the Colonies are of no ad- 
vantage to this country* This, will 
be the event when Lord George Sacfeh 
ville's Gazette ihall iave fatiated us 
with the pompous narrative of the' 
vi&ories obtained by the troops of the 
Duke of Branfwick (difciplmed by 
Prince Ferdinand) over the miferab}6 
Englifti on the other fide of the wa- 
ter. 

* Until that glorious day, anu 
aounced with fuch fingular propriety^ 
arrives, when the Gazette ihall flow 
as copious ftreams as the Wefer or the 
Elbe, its fcanty current continues to 
be directed fo as to frudtify the pro- 

' per plants, and to ftarve the reft* I 
have before remarked on the man- 
ner in which the Secretary's Office 
communicates and witholds intelli- 
gence. They profit of my praifes ; 
and fo encouraged, they perfevere re- 
ligioufly in the plan, for which I had 
commended them. 

1 * In the Gazette of the zioth of 
June, Lord George copies the beft of 
examples, himfelf. In the laft war 
the captures of merchant fhips was 
never the food of the Gazette. But 
now a Secretary of State ferves up an 
account of the taking of 16 fhips and 
njeffels of the rebels, exactly on the" 
•principles I flated in my laft letter; 
but not a word of the tranfport loaded- 
with arms and ammunition that theft 
rebels have taken. 

* His Lordfhip has, on the fame 
principles, carefully avoided all men- 
tion of the arrival of Sir Peter Parke* 
and Lord Cornwallis at Cape Fear; 
although he has certainly received an 
account of that event; and although 

* it 
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it might be thought that the public 
woakffeel fome degree of anxiety com- 
ceriring the fate of fo great a fleet and 
army, which had been confidercd as 
loft. The produ&ion of the credit fide 
of account of capturet 9 .mxh the total 
filence on the important expedition of 
Sir Peter Paker and Lord Cornwallis, 
fhews, that the Mtniftcr confiders the 
whole people of this once great coun- 
try as the mercenary inhabitants of 
ibmc little fea port, fome neft of fifh- 
ermen, fmugglers and pirates, fuch as 
Dunkirk, £>t. Sebaftian, the Ifle of 
Providence, or any other dirty hole at 
home or abroad, where they are in 
high fpirits on hearing of the arrival 
of fome miferable plunder, but are to- 
tally indifferent to all the great and 
important operations of war. It muft 
give the Minifter heart- felt pleafure if 
they fhould find that the fpirit of the 
late aft for animating the exertions of 
the navy by the holding out the plun- 
der of their fellow citizens, is grown 
as dhTufive. as they could wifh, that 
the whole nation feel in the fame way. 
If this mould be the cafe, one act of 
theirs has not been made in vain. 

Valens.* 
, [The Gazette-writer at this time is 
.Mr., W* Frafer, who is alfo one of 
the Clerks in the Secretary of State's 
Office. At the beginning of the year 
1 77 1 , a circum fiance happened, which 
ihews him to be high in the efteem of 
the interior-cabinet. Lord Wey- 
: mouth having refigned, upon the dif- 
.pute with Spain refpedting Falkland's 
Ifland, Lord Halifax was fent for to 
fugged his Lordfhip, as Secretary of 
State: he (Lord H.) deiired to make 
an alteration in the clerks of his de- 
partment, by removing Mr. Frafer, 
and taking in his old acquaintance 
Mr. Lovell Stanhope, for his commit. 
The confidential Perfons about the 
King, faid, that requeft could not be 
complied with ; his lordfhip muft have 
Mr. Frafer. —Their purpofc was to 



continue Mr. Frafer in the office ; he 
being ti^tonly perfon in that 4epart- , 
ment upon whom they <jouJd tho- 
roughly 4epend. This ruleof Ration- 
ing ( fpies in every office, : has been 
ftn&ly adhered to ever fince the ac-, 
ceflion of the prpfent King. Mac- 
beth fays, * There's not one of them, 

* but in his houfe I keep a fervant 

* fee*d.' Lord Halifax having in- 
iifted upon his requeft with mucK 

Warmth, the himfelf came for* 

ward in the affair. Lord Halifax fub- 
mitted ; but never a&ed ; and died 
in lefs than fix months afterwards. J 

A letter from Dublin, dated May 
10, fays, * Government received in- 
formation that two merchants had 
contracted with fome American agents 
for fupplying the rebels with faltpetr$ 
and other necefTaries. The mer- 
chants and captains of three veflels^ 
who were chartered to convey the 
goods, were examined before the Pri- 
vy-council, when there not being fuf- 
ficient evidence againft the merchants, 
they were difcharged, but the Cap- 
tains were detained, and ftill remain 
in confinement. The people here arc 
by no means friends to the miniftry. 

Another letter from Dublin, fays, 

* On the 8th of May, Mr. James 
Lecky, a merchant of this city was at 
Lord Annaly's, before his. Lordfhip 
and the Privy-council r on a charge 
of carrying on an illicit trade with 
America, by flapping warlike ftores 
for that place on board the Hancock 
and Adams ; the Captain of the faid 
fhip is confined in Newgate, and the 
merchant is ordered to attend again. 
Lift of the prefent ftatiom of the differ* 

ent regiments in the Britijb fer*uice. 
In America, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 

10, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 

23, 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 31, 35, 
34* 35> 37. 38, 40, 42. 43» 44* 
45* 46, 47> 49* 5 2 * 53> 54* -55' 
57, 62, 63, 64, 71, two battaljpns. 
A detachment of the foot guards, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



equal to' wo ' regiment* ; four bat- 
talions of Highland regiments, i6and 
17 of light horfe, thirty-one regi- 
ments of Foreigners. Africa, 

O'Hara's corps.', Jamaica, 1 ft bat. 
and 4th bat. 60. Antigua, *2d bat. 
60. Grenades, 3d bat 60. Minorca, 
51, 61. Gibraltar, 12, 39, $6, c8. 
Ireland, 3, 11, 19, 30, 32 36, 66, 
67, 68. Britain, ift bat. of ift. 2d 
bat. of the ift, 2, 13, 18, 25, 48, 
50, 59, 65, 69, 7«, 71, or invalids. 

JjScJion, April 3. General Howe, in 
his ; retreat from this place, not only 
fcft behind him many of his cannon, 
fibres, horfes, cloathing and other 
implements of war, but many papers 
and letters which he had received 
from the friends of government in the 
Weftcrn Colonies, advifing and in- 
viting hi. n to carry on the war, prin- 
cipally from Virginia and New York ; 
a, fight of one of which letters wrote 
by Mr. William Smith, of New York, 
>T nave had, and herewith tranfmit 
you a copy of it, in order that the 
friends of liberty in England may 
know Who are the friends of flavery 
in America and traitors to their coun- 

* Sir, New-fork, Feb. 1 1, 1776. 
; * As I have not a doubt of my laft 
letters to adminiftration, convincing 
them that this city and province is 
the only fpot in America for carrying 
pre the ( war with effect againft the 
,*ebels, and that in confequence the 
fcrces expected this fpring, as well as 
thofe now under your command, will 
be ordered hither : it may be neceffary 
and advifcable to fend the army 
fhfqugh the Sound, between Connec- 
ticut and Long-Ifland, of the latter 
it will'be proper to give a defcription ; 
it is' 130 miles long, is very fertile, 
.abounding in wheat and every other 
kind of corn, innumerable black 
jfatue, ftieep, hogs, See. is very popu- 
lous, 'and Suffolk-county in particu- 
* ty f * well as the Qfher Darts of it, 
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all good and loyal fubjects, of whic*V 
they have lately given proof, an 4 * 
only wait to be affifted by the King'* 
troops. The iftand has a plain on 
it at leaft 24 miles long, which has a 
fertile country about it, is 20 miles 
diftant from the city of New-York ; 
Connecticut oppofite to it ; New- 
Jerfey about 30 miles diftant ; Phi- 
ladelphia no, Maryland 130, Rhode 
Ifland 1 jo miles : fo that in this fer- 
tile ifland the army can fubilft with- 
out any fuccour from England or 
Ireland ; and from their encampment 
on the above plain, they can in five 
or fix days invade and reduce' any of 
the above colonies at pleafure. Ad4 
to thefe great advantages, that the 
pofleflion of the Narrows and Nutton 
iftand, would be the deftruction of 
this city ; but of this I think there 
would be no need, for all the prin-' 
cipal inhabitants are at heart with the 
crown ; particularly all my brethren, 
the members of the council, and moft 
of the affembly ; but as the mob noW 
commands, prudence forbids them to 
declare without a military force.— 
You have many perfons with you who 
are well acquainted with the naviga^ 
tion of the Sound. The fpot whicfe 
Iadvife you to land at is Cow-Bay. 

Signed, W, SMITH,' 

Jrlichs of (tjfociation in Permjyl<vania* 
€ We, the officers and foldiers, en- 
gaged in the prefent affociation for 
the defence of American liberty, being 
fully fenfible' that the ftrength ant 
Security of any body of men, acting 
together, confifts in juft regularity; 
due fubordination, and exact obedi- ' 
ence to command, without which no 
individual can have that, confidence 
in .the fupport of thofe about him, 
that is fo neceffary to give firmneft 
and refolution to the whole, do vo- 
luntarily and freely, after confuta- 
tion of the following articles, aclont 
the fame as the rules by which we 
X 3 dgret 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



C }H ) 

*gi*e ai*d refolve to be. governed in Vt Any officer, noa-comraiffioned 

all our military concerns and opera- officer, or foldier, who &afl niake life 

ftions, until the fame or, any of them- of ihfolent, provoking, or indecent 1 

-&all be changed or difTolved by the language tvhde on duty, fhall fuffer 

afiembly, or Provincial convention/ fuch cenftire or fine, as fhall be in- 

or in their recefs, by the Committee fl idled by a regimental court* martial, 



pf Safety, or a happy reconciliation 
fhall take place between Great-Britain 
and the Colonies. 

J. If any officer make ufe of any 
profane oath or execration, when on 
duty, he ihall forfeit and pay for each 
and every fuch offence, the fum of five 
/hillings; and if a non r commiffioned 
officer or, foldier be thus guilty of 
curiing or fwearing, he ihall forfeit 
and pay, for each and every fuch of- 
fence, the fum ofonefhilling. 

II. Any officer or foldjer, who 
fhall refufe to obey the lawful orders 
pf his fuperior officer, may be fufpend- 
ed frotn doing duty on that day, and 
/hall upon being convicted thereof, 
before a regimental court- martial, 
make fuch conceffions as faid court- 
partial mall direct. v 

JII. Any officer or foldier, who 
fliall begin, excite, caufe, join in or 
promote, any disturbance in the bat- 
talion, troop, or company, to which 
he belongs, or in any other battalion, 
troop, or company, fhall be cenfured 
according to the nature of the offence, 
by thp judgment of a regimental 
coun-martial. t 

IV. Any officer or foldier who fhall 
flrike his fuperior officer, or draw or 
effer to draw, or (hall lift up any wea- 
pon, or offer any violence againfthim, 
being in the execution of his office, 
fhall, upon conviftion, before a re- 
gimental court-martial, be difmifTed, 
and fliail be deemed to be thereby 
difgrared fcs unworthy the company 
*>f freemen, 

* V. Any commanding or other of- 
fice^ who fJiaU ilrike any perfon when 
qrt djaty, ihall, upon Con vi&ion before 
£ general court-martial, be in like 
maimer 4ifaijfTe*l and disgraced. 



according to the nature of the of- 
fence. 

VII. If any officer or foldier mould 
drink himfelf injured by his colonel 
or the commanding officer of the bat- 
talion, and fhall, upon due application 
made to him, be refufed reorefs, he 
may complain to the general of the 
Pennsylvania AfFociators, or to the 
colonel of any other battalion, who w 
to fummon a general ceurt-m&rtial, 
and fee that juftice be done. 

VIII. If an inferior officer or foldier 
fhall think himfelf injured by his cap* 
tain or other fuperior officer in the 
battalion, troop, or company to which 
he belongs, he may complain to the 
commanding officer of the regiment, 
who is to fummon a regimental court- 
martial, for the doing juftice accord- 
ing to the nature of the cafe. - 

IX, No officer, non-commiConed 
officer or foldjer, mall fail of repairing 
'wirh their arms, ammunition and ac- 
coutrements, upon any regular alarm, 
or at the time fixed, to the place of 
parade, or other rendezvous appoints 
ed by the commanding officer, if not 
prevented by fieknefs or fome other 
evident neceffity, or fhall go from the 
place of parade, without leave from 
the commanding officer, before he fhaH 
be regularly difmifTed, on penalty of 
being fined or cenfured, according to 
the nature of the offence, by the let* 
tence of a regimental court-martial. 
But no officer or foldier fhall be oblig- 
ed to attend to learn the military ex* ' 
ercife more than once in a week. 

X, Any officer or foldier found 
drunk when underarms, fhall be fufv 
pended from doing duty in the batta* , 
iion, company, or troop on that day, 
and be fined or cenfured at the di£ 
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ttetfotf of a regimental eourt-ftiartfal. 
-,' XI. Whatever centinel &aH be 
found fleeping upon his poft, or ftuH 
leave it before he is regularly relieved/ 
fhall fufFer fuch penalty, or difgpice 
as ftall be ordered by a regimental 
court-rtiartial. i '.. 

XII. Whatever commiffioned officer 
fhall -be convi&ed before a general 
court-martial, of behaving in a fcan- 
dalous or infamous manner, unbecom- 
ing the character of an officer and a 
gentleman* fhall be difmifled from the 
affectation with difgrace. 
■ XIII. Every non-cammiflioned of- 
ficer or fokiier who fhall be con'vi&ed 
at aregimental court-martial ©f hav- 
ing fold, earek&Iy loft, wilfully fpoiled, 
or wafted, or of having offered for 
fale, any ammunition, arms, or ac- 
coutrements belonging to this pro- 
vince, &all be di unified fuch batta- 
lion, troop, or company as an unwor- 
thy member, and be profecuted as the 
law dire&s. 

XIV. All difordcrs and ne$ec*b 
which officers and fbldiers may be 
guilty of, to the prejudice of the good 
order and military difcipline of the 
aflbciation of this colony, are to be 
taken cognizance of, by a general or 
regimental court-martial, according to 
the nature and degree of the offence, 
and be ceninred at their difcretion. ■ 

XV. That on the firft meeting of 
every battalion after fubfcribing thefe 
articles of aflbdation, and from thence- 
forward on the- firft meeting of every 
battalion >after the third Monday in 
September annually, these be chofen 
two porfons, fuch as arc entitled to 
vote for membars of afiembly, out of 
each company in the refpe&ive bat- 
talions, by the jion-commiffioned of- 
ficers and privates, whofe duty and 
office thati be for the year following 
to fit and join with the otfeers in 
cour^S'Onartial, which perfons fo Chofen 
^hall be filled ^court-martial men. 

XVI. Every general court-martiai 
fcaJLccpftft of jbirteen members, fix 



of whom (hall be commiiUoneJ <>flT<Seri * 
under the rank 'of a field officer, an*f 
fix court-martial men, who mall be' 
drawn by lot out of fihe whole num.* 
ber. and thefe twelve are to choofe a 
prefident, who fhall be a field officer, 
and have' a cafting voice. 

XVII. Every regimental court* 
martial (hall be compofed of fevea 
members, three officers, three court- 
martial men, and a prefident, who is 
to be a captain, and to be chofen by 
the fix and alio to have a calling 
voice. 

XVIII. In all courts- martial not 
left than two-thirds eC the members 
muft agree in every fentence for in- 
flicting penalties, or • for dilgradng 
any affotiator, otherwife he fhall be 
acquitted. 

XIX. The ptefident of each and 
every court-martial whether regimen- 
tal or general, fhall require all wit- 
rieffes, in order to the trial of offend- 
ers, to declare on their honour, that 
what they give in as evidence is the 
truth, and the members of all courts- 
martial fhall 'make a declaration t* 
tne prefident, and the prefident to the 
next in rank, upon their honour, v that 
they will give judgment with impar- 
tiality. 

XX. All non-commiffioned officers, 
drummers, ftfers, or others that ftiafl 
be employed and receive pay in any 
of the battalions, companies or troops, 
frail mbferibe thefe rules and regula- 
tions, and be fubjeel to fuch fines, to 
be dedu&ed from their pay and to 
fuch penalties as a regimental court- 

" martial fhall think proper, upon being 
convi&ed of having tranlgreffed any 
of thefe regulations. 

XXL All aflbciators called as wit- 
nefles in any cafe, before a court* 
martial, who mall refufe to attend and 
give evidence, fhall be cenfured or 
fined at the difcretion of the court- 
martial. 

XXIL Nq officer or foldier heinj* 

of thefe 

rules 



charged with tranfgr»i&ng 
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rules {hall be fulFered to do duty in direfled as fatisfa&ion for injuries re- 



the regiment, company, or troop to 
which he belongs, until he has had 
his trial by a court-martial, and every 
perfon fo« charged mall be tried as 
loon as a court-martial can be conve- 
niently aflembled. 

XXlII. The officers and foldiers 
erf" every company of artillery, or other 
company, troop, or party, that is or 
(hall be annexed to any battalion, (hall 
be fobjeel to the command of the co- 
lonel or commanding Officer of faid 
battalion, and the officers {hall fit as 
members of courts-martial, in the 
fame manner as the officers of any 
other company, 

; XXIV* No penalty mail be inflic- 
ted at th> difcretion of a court-martial 
ether than degrading, cafhiering, or 
JEnmg. The fines for the officers not 
jo exceed three pounds, and the fine 
for a non-commiffioned officer or fol- 
dier, nqt to exceed twelve millings 
for one fault, 

XXV. The field officers of each 
and every battalion {hall appoint a 
perfon tp receive fuch fines as may ■ 
arifc within the fame, for breach of 
any of thefe articles, and {hall direct 
thofe fines to be carefully and pro^ 

. jperly applied to the relief of .the fick, 
, wounded, or neceffitous foldiers, be- 
longing to that battalion, and fuch 
perfon {hall account with the field of- 
ficer for all fines received, and the 
application thereof 

XXVI. The general or command- 
er in chief of this allocation for the 
time being, mall have full power of 
pardoning or mitigating any cenfures 
or penalties ordered to be inflicted, 
ior the, breach of any of thefe articles, 
by any general court-martial, and 
every offender convi&ed as aforefaid 
by any regimental court-martial, may 
be pardoned or have his penalties mi- 
tigated by the colonel or commanding 
officer of the battalion, excepting on- 
ly where fuch cenfures or penalties are 



ceived by one officer or foldier from 
another. 

XXVII. Any' officer, nbn-comit" 
fioned officer, or other perfon, who 
having fubferibed thefe articles, Ihall 
refufe to make fuch conceffioris, pay 
fuch fines, or in any other matter re^ - 
fufe to comply with the judgment of 
any court-martial, mall be. difmifFed' 
the fervice, and held up to the public/' 
as unfriendly to the liberties of Ame- 
rica. 

XXVIII. Upon the determinatibn 
of any point by a regimehtal court- 
martial, if the officer or foldier con- 
cerned on either fide thinks himfelf 
ftlll aggrieved, he may appeal to a 
general court-martial ; but if upon a 
fecond hearing the appeal appears * 
groundlefs and vexatious, the perfon 
io appealing {hall be cenfured at the 
difcretion of the general court martial. 

^ XXIX. Upon the death, refigna- 
tion, promotion, or other removal of 
an officer from any battalion, troop, 
or company, (except field officers) Of 
any court-martial men, fuch vatancjr 
is to be filled by the perfon or perTons 
fuch troop or company mail ele&. • - 

XXX. No officer or foldier ihall be 
tried a fecond time for the fame of- 
fence, except in cafe of appeal; 

XXXI. All officers and foldiers' of 
every battalion, troop, company/ or 
party of afTociators, who mail be 1 cal^ 
led by the afTembly or committee' of 
fafety in recefs of affembly, into ao 
tual fervice, and be on pay, {halli 
when acling by themfelves, or in conr 
junction with the continental forces, 
be fubjett to all the rules and articlei 
made by the Hon. Congrefs for the 
government of the continental troops. 

XXXII. No comnijffioned, nob* 
commiffioned officer, or private, ihitB 
withdraw himfelf from the company 
to which he belongs, withod; a &fc 
charge from the commanding 1 orrrcer 
of the battalion, npr ihaHfucnperfoi 
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fee received into any other compapy tb draw, or lift up any weapon, or 



withouf fucty difcharge. 

In Ttjfimeny of our approbation and 
content, to be governed by the above 
regulations, which have beeu* delibe- 
rately read to, or carefully perufed by 
us, we have hereunto (ct our hands.' 
G, M. &c. 
In Committee of Safety, for Penjylvania. 

* Whereas the arbitrary and tyran- 
nical proceedings of the Britiih mi- 
niftry, in attempting to -reduce the 
good people of America into a ftate of 
abject flavery and vaflalage, has met 
with a righteous and fpinted oppofi- 
tion from the Twelve United Colo- 
nies, by their Delegates in Congrefs, 
who, by their refoives of the 1 8 th of 
July, recommended to the Anemblies 
or .Conventions, or in their recefc, 
to the Committees of Safety, to de- 
vife and provide fuch means for de- 
fending the lives, liberties and pro- 
perties of their refpe&ive inhabitants, 
as may to them feem belt ; in compli- 
ance with this recommendation, and 
in consequence of the powers veftcd 
in this Committee by Refolve of the 
Afierajbly of this Province, they liave 
caused fundry boats to be built and 
armed for the defence of the fame, 
and the protection of its commerce, 
which boats being now ready for- fer- 
vice, it remains that they be imme- 
diately manned and equipped ; there- 
fore, f to encourage good and brave 
men to engage freely in this glorious 
fervice, the following Rules and Re- 
gulations are offered by the laid 
Committee : 

I. All officers and privates, in or 
belonging to the Provincial armed 
boats, being guilty of profane" oaths, 
Cnrfing, drunkennefs, or other fcanda- 
lous, a&ions, lhall incur fuch punifli- 
me^nt as the nature and degree of the 
^ffence/ fhall deferve, at the difcretion 
©fa c^urt -martial. 

If. Any officer or private who fhall 
ftrike tfce commander in chief, orother 
his Superior, officer, or draw or offer 



ufe any yiojegce agajnft hint, &r fh^dl_ 
behave himfelf with contempt or clif-.; 
relpeft to^ him, them or either of 
them, being in the execution of their 
office, fhall be punifhed according to 
the nature of his offence, at the dis- 
cretion of a court-martial. 

JII. If any perfon in or belonging 
to the Provincial armed boats, fhafl 
raife or endeavour to* raife a mutiny 
on any pretence whatever, or fhall 
difobey any lawful commands of his 
fuperior officer, he fhall, onconvi&ioi* 
thereof, fuffer fuch punifliment as 
fhall be ordered by a court-martial. 

IV. Any officer or private who 
fhall, without leave of his command- 
ing officer, abfent himfelf from the 
boat or other veffel to which he bs- 
longSi or from any detachment of the 
fame, or fhall advife or perfuade any 
other officer or private fo to do, fhall 
be punifhed at the difcretion of a 
court-martial, 

V. Every perfon in the fleet, who 
fhall mutiny in time of action, or who, 
through cowardice, difaffeftion or 
negligence, fhall at fuch time with- 
draw, or keep back, or not come into 
the fight or engagement, or fhall not 
do his utmoft to take or deflroy any 
fhip, boat or other vefTel, which it 
lhall be his duty to engage, or fhall 
endeavour to perfuade op deter others 
from doing their duty at fuch time, 
fhall fuffer death. 

VI. Every perfon who fhall defert 
to the enemy, or fhall intice others fo 
to do, fhall fuffer death, or fuch other 
punifliment as the circumftances of the 
offence fhall deferve, and a court-mar- 
tial think fit. 

VII. Any officer or private who 
fhall be convicted of holding any cor- 
refpondence with, or giving intelli- 
gence to the enemy, either direftly 6r 
mdircclly, lhall fuffer death, or fuch 
punifliment as fhall be ordered by a 
court-martial. 
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VTH. Every officer or private who 
fcall be cofivided of having designedly 
crcarelefsly wafted or irnoe*zled the 
imm'uhmon, arms, ftores, or provi- 
fions belonging to any of the boats, 
fcall foffer iuch punifhment as a court- 
martial fhali tfamk proper for the of- 
fice. 

IX. Whatever officer (hall be found 
drunk on guafd or /under arms, fhall 
lie eafhlered* and any private fo of- 
fending, (hall be punifhed at the dif- 
ttetion of a eourt-maftial. 

X. No petfon in or belonging to 
die Provincial armed boats, (haft 
fleep Upon his watch or forfake his 
poft, oh pam of fifth punlmraent as a 
court-martial mail thitlk fit to im- 
pdfe. 

XI Any officer or private who 
fhall, by difefaarging fire arms, beat- 
fog of drums, or by any Other means 
tecca^ion falfe alarms, mail fuffer fuch 
punilliment as fhall be -inflicted by a 
court-martial. 

XII. All officers of what condition 
fbever, mall have power to part and 
quel! all quarrels, affrays and diibr- 
ders, though the peffons concerned 
fh6ald belong to another boat, and 
fe-der officers to be arretted, and non- 
^omtriiffioned officers or privates to be 
confined 'till their prober fuperior offi- 
cers fhall be acquainted therewith, 
ttd whoever (hall refufe to obey fuch 
officer, though of an interior rank, 
or fhall draw his fword, or lift up 
any weapon agairift him, mall be 
punifhed at the difcretion of a court- 
marriah 

Xffl. If arty inferior officer or pri- 
vate fhall think himfelf wronged by 
the commander 1 of the boat to which 
he belongs, he may apply to the Com- 
mander in Chief, who is to redrefs 
Ids grievance. 

AlV. All officers fhall take rank 
from the date of their cummiffions, 

XV. All mips and other veiTels, 
and their cargoes, ammunition, ar- 
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tillery, cloathing, or other article* 
taken' from the eriemy, fhall be dif- 
jiofed of or diftributed as the Provin- 
cial affembly fhall hereafter think 
proper. 

XIV. If any officer or private fhall 
commit any crime deferving punifh- 
ment, he fhall, by his commanding 
officer, be put under arreft, if an offi- 
cer, or if a non-corami^ioned officer 
or private, be put in confinement 'till 
heihall be tried by a court-martial^ 
or discharged by proper authority. 

. XVII. If any officer under, arreft 
fhall leave his confinement before he 
is fet at liberty by the officer who con- 
fined him, or by proper authority, ho 
fhall be cafhierecL 

XVIII. .Any officer who fhall pre-i 
fume to difcharge any priforter com- 
mitted to his charge without proper 
authority for fo doing, or fhall fufFer 
any prifoner to efcape, fhall be pu- 
nifhed at the difcretion of a court- 
martial. 

XIX. If any com miffioned officer 
fhall be oonvifted before a c6urt^mar- 
tial, of behaving in a fcandalous, in- 
famous, cruel, oppreffive or fraudulent 
manner, unbecoming the character of 
an officer, he fhall be difmifTed from 
the fervice. 

XX. All crimes not capital, and 
all diforders and neglett, which offir 
cers and privates may be guilty" of, to 
the prejudice of good order and mili- 
tary discipline, though not mentioned 
in thefe Articles, fhall be taken notice 
of by a court-martial, and punifhed 
according, to the nature of. the. of- 
fence. 

XX>. No perfon to be feritenced 
by a court-martial to fufFer death, 
except in the cafes exprefsly men- 
tioned in the foregoing Articles, no* 
fhall any other t punifhment be in- 
flicted at the difcretion of a court* 
martial other than degradmgi caihier- 
ing, drumming out of the fleet; whipt- 
ping, not exceeding tlikty^ninelaihes; 

iin? 
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fine not exceeding two months £ay, 
and imprifonment not exceeding one 
month. 

XXEL The commanding officer of 
each boat mall appoint fome fuitable 
peribn, to receive all fuch fines as 
may arife within the fame, for breach 
of any of thefe articles, which fines 
ihall be accounted for to the Aflembly 
or Committee of Safety, and by them 
be appropriated for the relief of the 
maimed and difabled in the fervice, 
and the fupport of the widows and 
families of fuch as may be killed. 

XXIII., No court-martial, for the 
trial of offences, under the degree of 
capital, ihall coniift of lefs than five 
officers, except in cafes where that 
number cannot be conveniently aflem- 
bled, when three may be fufficient, 
who are to determine on the fentence 
by \ a/ majority of voices ; and in all 
trials fpr capital offences, the court- 
martial ihall be competed of thirteen 
officers, and the fentence to be deter- 
mined by at leaft two-thirds. 

XXIV • All perfons belonging to 
the boats, called as witnefles in any 
ca.fe before a court-martial, who ihall 
refufe to attend and give evidence, 
ftall be punifhed at the difcretion of a 
court-martial. 

XXV r All members of a court- 
martial are to behave with calmnefs, 
decency and impartia'ity, and in giv- 
ing their votes, are to begin with the 
youngeft or loweft in commiffion, and 
a)! officers of different boats are to 
rank in court-martial according to 
fheir commiffions. t 

XXVI. All members fitting in a 
court-martial ihall be fworn or affirmed 
by the prefident of faid court, which 
prefident ihall himfelf be fworn or 
affirmed, by the officer next in rank 
in faid court. The oath or affirma- 
tion to be adminiftered previous to 
their proceeding to the trial of an of- 
fender,, in form following, viz. '* You 
" A. JJ. fwear or affirm, that you 
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** will well and truly try* and impaf* 
** tially determine the caufe of thtf 
" prifoner now to be tried, according 
c * to the Rules framed for the Regu- 
** lation of the Pennfylvania £leet, 
c *,(if an oath, add) fo help you 
" God." 

XXVII. The Prefident of the 
-court-martial ihall adminifter the fol- 
lowing Oath or Affirmation to all per- 
fons called to give evidence; 

** You fwear, or affirm, that the 
** evidence you ihall give in the caufe 
" now trying, ihall be the truth, the 
** whole truth, and nothing but the 
" truth, (if an oath, add) fo help you 
"God." - 

XXVIII. No perfon Ihall' fuffer 
death agreeable to the fentence of i 
court-martial (except in the cafes 
mentioned in the 5th Article) 'till the 
fentence^ is confirmed by the AfTem- 
bly, or in their recefs, by the Com- 
mittee of Safety. 

XXIX. The commander of each 
boat ihall, in the beginning of every 
month, make a faithful return to the 
Committee of Safety of the men em- 
ployed in his boat, to be figned by 
himfelf; and upon being convi&ed 
of having made a falfe Teturn, fhaty 
be difcharged from the fervice ; and 
if he neglecl to make a return within 
the month, ihall be fined at the diA 
cretion of faid Committee. 

XXX. No officer or private (hall 
be tried a fecond time for the fame 
offence. 

We, the underwritten, having feeit. 
and diftinclly heard the foregoing 
Articles read, and fully understanding 
the contents thereof, do freely and 
voluntarily fiibjecl ourfelves to, all and 
every the Rules, Regulations and Re- 
ilriftions therein contained. In Wii~ 
ne/s whereof we hereunto fubferibe 
our names. 

The officers and privates, to enter 

into the fervice for two months, an4 

Y * until 
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wntill they fhall be difchafged by the 
-Affembly or Committee of Safety. 

lllufiratibn of the Barbadoes Petition* 

* In the Remembrancer, p* 16. 
(this W.) is a Petition from the AfTem- 
bly of Barbadoes to the King. The 
nations of the Eaft approach their fu- 
periors with a prefent ; our Colonies 
in the Weft offer incenfe. The good 
people of that ifland, not to derogate 
from the eftablifhed cuftom, introduce 
their Addrefs to his Majefty with a 
Jong preface of compliments ; their 
complaint, the fubjecl matter, they 
refpectfully couch in a few words. 
To the compliments there is nothing 
.to be objected ; they are probably fin- 
cere. Not lefs fincere is the com- 
plaint; but being in fhort, it is to be 
confidered as a text, which it may be 
neceiTary to enlarge and expound for 
the edification of the public. What 
if the complaint be local ! the griev- 
ance is general ; it is the buiinefs, 
^nd comes home to the bofom of the 
.Sugar Coloniil over all the Weft-In- 
dies. Nor let the country gentleman 
in England think to efpape. Infen- 
fible as he is at prefent, the blow is 
tfruck, which, at all events, irrevoca- 
bly deprives his manufactures of a 
large portion of the American market, 

* The AfTembly, confining them- 
felves to provifions alone, fay in their 
Addrefs, '* Their internal refources 
failed; their flock on hand will not 
lail many weeks ; and they are with- 
out hope of future foreign refources." 

* Before I proceed, allow me to 
give you a little hiftory, which I have 
juft learned. The people at Barba- 
does were fo alarmed by the licence 
granted o General Howe's agent, to 
carry off all the provifions he could 
get, that upon the motion for a peti- 
tion to the King, three different drafts 
.were offered to thecommittee appointed 
to prepare it. One of them is pub- 
Jifhed; another has been put into my 
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hands, as having came from a gen- 
tleman whofe public fpirit and abili- 
ties give him an honourable and dif- 
tinguifhed afcendency in* the political 
determinations of the Colony. Not- 
withstanding, the Houfe preferred the 
Addrefs, which has appeared in the 
Remembrancer. The fear of a fa- 
mine was tempered, with the fear of 
offending. Confcious of their own 
weaknefs, and well aware of the forenefe 
and irritability of others, they fhrunk 
back from their favourite leader. They 
fhrunk back becaufe he went forward 
directly to the main point, and with a 
manly and decent firmnefs held oat 
to open view the perilous fituation at 
which they meant only to caft one 
melancholy glance. He had even 
ventured to name America, and to 
hint at peace upon a / broad baiis. 
This was the language of their con- 
flituents ; it was the language of their 
hearts ; but they were too cautious to 
give it utterance in a public capacity. 
* Under certain circumftances, to be 
cautious is to be too wife. Be that the 
praife of the Barbadoes AfTembly ; be 
it mine to be clear and explicit. In 
this intention, I fend you the propofed 
Addrefs, which flartled the AlTembly ; 
not that it contradicts, but becaufe it 
explains ; and fortunately anticipating 
my purpofe, is a commentary upon 
the Actual petition* I give it you as 
fuch, and mail only fdbjoin a few re- 
marks.' 

To the KING's Moil Excellent 

Majesty, 

Mofl gracious Sovereign, 

\ WE your Majefty's moft faithful 

fubjects, the Reprefentatives of thi* 

your antient and loyal Colony of Bar. 

badoes, humbly beg leave, at length, 

to throw ourfelves at your royal feet. 

Unwilling as we hitherto have been to 

add any thing to the weight of your 

Majefty's cares on the unhappy fubject 

of America, we have maintained a 

rcfpectfulfilcnce; wc have kept back 

frou* 
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from alL expreflion of oar fears, until 

the appretunfions entertained by us 
are on the point of being realized by 
the approaching evils. Confiding in 
the wifdom of, your Majefty's coun- 
cils, Erected by the goodnels of your 
royal heart, we have flill flattered 
ourfelves with fome happy determina- 
tion of that difpute betwixt our po- 
ther Country and our brethren upon 
the Northern continent of America; 
in which, . not only the peculiar inte- 
rest, but the very fupport of our own 
fettlement in this Southern latitude, 
was immediately involved. But what. 
a fad reverfe appears ! and how af- 
flicting is the condition of our lot ! , 
We are fuffering without blame, and 
experiencing all the effects of a reient- 
ment, without the flightefl imputa- 
tion on our obedience. We find our- 
felves on the brink of being rained in 
our fortunes ; but heavy as that cala- 
mity may lie upon our minds, it is 
yet fupportable, in comparifon with a 
dreadful evil that flrikes at our very 
evidence ; for at a time when we find 
ourfelves cut off from our long ac- 
cuftomed fupplies of food, by the de- 
termined meafures of your Majefty's 
Minifters at home, following the ex- 
ample, and fupporting the refolves of 
the North- American Congrefs ; when 
at this time we are anxioufly looking 
for refources from fome other quarter 
for fupport, your Majefly will judge 
cf our alarm at the arrival and appli- 
cation of two tranfport fhips from. 
Bolton, for a part of thofe very flores, 
fpr the relief of your Majefty's forces 
there, which \Ve had relied upon for 
our own fcanty provifion* How con- 
flderably this mult haften the period 
of our dreaded wants, confpiring as 
at prefent with the failure of our few, 
internal aids, from the feverity *of the 
feafon, we are but too painfully fen- 
fible! Nor can we forbear, by the 
moll difmal anticipation, to bring the 
feprrpr of that day into our minds^ 
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when we mail behold our miferabfe 
flaves, , to the number of near, eighty 
thoufand, looking up to us for that 
food, which we fhalL be unable to 
hold out to them;, and when, from, 
the deftruclion of their lives, deeply 
as we muil be affecled with the irre- 
trievable lofs of our properties, we 
fball yet feel the deeper wound that 
will be given to our humanity by the , 
fhocking fcene ; and yet happy will it 
Lp for us, if our fufFerings are ended 
here ! Happy if our prefent orderly 
and fubmiflive flaves, then driven by 
hunger, and its wonted rage, to ra* 
pine and rebellion, do not torn upon . 
ourfelves and families, and make, us • 
the firft dreadful victims in the general 
facrifice ! . 

* We befeech your Majefty there- 
fore to take tiiis our moll deplorable 
flate of danger and fufpenfe into your 
moll gracious confideration, permit- 
ting us at the fame time to aflure your 
Majefly of our inviolable attachment 
from principles of gratitude, no lefs'. 
than duty, to your facred perfon and . 
government, pro ft fling our undiflem- 
bied reverence for the constitution of 
Qreat Britain, and our highefl efleem 
for that part of it, which brought 
your Majefty's ifluflrious anceftor, as 
a blefling, to the Britifh throne ; and 
concluding with our devout prayers to 
Qod, who rules the hearts of Kings, 
that he woulu guide tne councils of 
your Majefty to thofe glorious means, 
which in the fame moment they fe- . 
cure to us the preiervation of our 
country, may eftablifh its profperiry 
likewife on the broad bafis of natio- 
nal peace and happinefs throughout the 
realm/ 

' This is the condition of Barba- 
does. It is foon to be the condition, 
if it is not already, of all the Sugar 
Colonies. I appeal to our evidence 
at the bar of the Houfc of Commons, . 
(See Parliamentary Regijler, VoL I. 
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f* l%l) prophetic of the lateft ad- of the gtrrHbh alwut the 



vices. And while all thefe her fub- 
mjftive children ate thus crying out 
to the Mother Country, for help un- 
der the diftreft into which (he has 
plunged them with her eyes open, 
white in return for duteous acquies- 
cence, they are looking up to her for 
adequate protection, what is the re- 
lief fhe has prepared for them in the 
plenitude [of her power, and tender- 
nets of her parental cares r She tells 
them, fpeaking by the voice of her 
^linifters, " The Sugar Colonies are 
in no danger of a famine. Corn is 
cheap in England, and Ireland abound? 
with provifions. They may depend 
upon the activity of the merchant, 
and difmifs their fears." A doctrine 
like this is expofed, as it deferVes, in 
the Weft-India memorial to admini- 
ftration ; (See Remembrancer* FoL II, 

/• 3 ! 3*^ *° r * n va * n ma y tncre ^ 

corn in Egypt, unlefs there is money 
in the fact's mouth. But the doc- 
trine is advanced, jinerely to evade, the 
difficulty ; and in whatever light you 
view it, it is equally weak. I will 
grant then the plenty to exift, and I 
will fuppofe it to continue. I muft 
go further, and imagine, in the dis- 
covery of fome hidden refource, a ca- 
pacity to pay for it. What then ? 
This corn, thefe provifions, are not 
to be ufed upon the fpot where they 
are cheap and in plenty. They are 
to feed people at the diilance of three 
and four thoufand miles, and in a cli- 
mate for which they muft be particu- 
larly prepared* Before they reach 
the confumer, they muft pafs through 
a multitude of hand* , each of them 
entitled to a juft profit, When Mi- 
pifters therefore talk of the cheapnefs 
and plenty in JLurope of the food 
which is to he carried acrofs the At r 
Ian tic, they deferve to be infulted by 
a reference to their own experience. 
Let them look, into their Bofton ac- 
counts, (or th,e cheapoefs, ancVentjuije 



pfcttty! 
Bat my defign is honeft information, 
and I will not Jmpofe a delufive efti- 
mate. Two objects are. combined to 
(well the price in thofe accounts. A 
government contract is a kind of a 
political facrament ; there is the out- 
ward and viiible fervice to the public, 
and the inward and fecret grace to 
the individual. From jobs I {ball 
draw no conclusions ; my calculations 
are made upon the common practice 
of bufinefs. Without troubling the 
reader with a tedious detail of arti- 
cles, or the differences of exchange, I 
will venture to affert, that Shy per 
cent, will be added to the price* from 
the prime coft, to the confumer in the 
Weft-Indies. Nor is this aJl. The 
Weft-Indies, while the harmony of 
the empire fubfifted, were fupplied 
from America. The prime coil of 
provifions in America was infinitely 
lower than in the Britiih ifiands, 
either formerly,, or at prefent, and 
the navigation unexpenfive in propor- 
tion. Another fifty per cent, would 
hardly be equal to the lofs to the Su- 
gar Colonies, in the difference of the 
two markets. Behold then the; 
boafted plenty and cheapnefs in its 
effects 1 The planter muft pay double 
the ufual price for his daily food. 
Let every man here go to market, 
God forbid in the fame predicament, 
but with the fame ideaj and I may 
tru# the moft fanguine addrefTer for 
blood of them all to judge between 
administration and the Sugar Colo- 
nies. Will he dare to pronounce this 
ftate to be in no degree a ftate of fa- 
mine? But the food of the negroes, 
and of moft of the. common people, is 
maize. The foreign fopply is now 
no more; the internal refoune too 
frequently fails, and wheat lemains 
for a fubftitute. The price of wheat 
to maize is as three to one. Shall 
then the labouring poor, and thofe 
who ftand in their place, have np 

bread 
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hread to eaf, except they buy.fuch 
as w ahtf&ys three times as dear as 
their common bread, and is itfelf at 
that jun&ore neeeffarily . doubled in 
price? ^StiaH the maintenance oft)ae 
nlante thefe ranks in life be raifed to 
fixfold '? arid will minifters graveJy tell 
u*^* There is no danger of a famine 
in thfc fugar colonies; that corn is 
cheap hi* England, and Ireland has 
plenty of provifions ? J It is a folemn 
mockery of oar misfortunes. 

Phil*4tlpkia,May 5. A few davs 
ago arrived two men of war off the 
ntmith of Chriftiana Creek, the Roe- 
back, Capt. Hammond, of 4^ guns, 
and the- Liverpool, Capt, Bellew, of 
20 guns. On receipt of the news of 
their being fo far up the river, the 
thirteen Provincial armed boats were 
ordered from their ftations at Fort 
Ifland, to attack them. On the 9th 
about two o'clock in the afternoon, 
the gallics hove in fight of the men of 
war, -and about three began the at- 
tack, which brought on a heavy can- 
nonading on both fides, which Ia£ed 
three or four hours, when the Roe- 
buck ran a-ground, and the Liver- 
pool came to anchor to cover her.— 
It being dark the firing ceafed ; in' 
the courfe of the night the Roebuck 
got off. During the engagement, the 
Wafp fchooner, commanded by Capt. 
Alexander, came out of the creek in- 
to which fhe had been chafed the day 
before.- On the 10th in the aften- 
noon, at five o'clock, the armed boats 
renewed the attack on them with fo 
much fpirit and flcill, that they oblig- 
ed the {hips to make the beft of their 
way down the river, when the boats, 
purfued them, keeping aconftant fire 
rill they got below Newcaftle, fix.miles 
from the place of action, where the 
boats moored for that night. The 
flups are fince gone further down the 
river. We are well aflurcd, by a 
gentleman who has fmcc been along 
fide the fhips that our cannon did 
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great execution to their hulls, and 
that they were obliged to keep their 
carpenters at work patching and 
mending for twodays after. Several 
of our armed boats were (lightly da- 
maged ; one man was killed in the 
firft, and two wounded in the fecond 
engagement The greateft praiies 
were given to out officers and men by 
the many thoufand Spectators who 
lined the fhore on both fides the river. 

London, July 26. Captain William- 
fon, of the Francis*, arrived in London 
from Antigua, and brings an account* 
viz. that a few days after he was on this 
fide the Bermuda Iflauds, the following 
mips were taken by the^Revenge ana 
Montgomery, two fmall American 
privateers, viz. The brig Henry, BIyth, 
from Barbadoes to Halifax, taken the 
28 th of May, laden with rum ; the 
Rover, Hunter, from Antigua to Dub* 
lin, taken the 13th of June, laden 
with ditto ; the Ifabella, Kirk, from 
ditto to ditto, taken the 13 th of June, 
loaded with rum ; the Harlequin, 
Goodwin, from Nevis to ditto, taken 
the 2d of July, loaded with fugar and 
rum; the Devonmire, Fiflier, from 
Antigua to ditto, taken the ill of 
July, loaded with fugar and mm, m t 
lat. 34. 55. Jon. 53. 36. Fifty per 
cent, infurance was offered on fome of 
the above mips : and infurance, with 
convoy, rofe near 30 ptr cent. 

Capt, Stephenion, of the Lady Ju- 
liana, arrived in town this day, and 
gives the following account of the 
capture of his fhip the Lady Juliana, 
from Jamaica to London, in company 
with the Reynolds, Capt. Ruftlen, 
from ditto, for ditto, and the Juno, 
Capt. Marfden, from ditto, for Briftol. 
On the 9th and izth of May lafl . 
they were -attacked by two American 
privateers off the Matan^as, bearing, 
S. S E. and that the ReynoJdSj, Rui- 
den, was taken by the American pri- 
vateer, , Capt. Henry, mounting 
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fix three pounders, anjj ttn fvwivels, 
On the 9th of MayTsiTid Lady Juliana, 
Stephenfon, and Juno, Marfden, were 
taken by the Chance, CapU Adams, 
who mounted 4 fix pounders, and ten 
fwivels, the 12th; that the Proving 
cials put the Captains and paflengers 
on board a Spaniih veflTel that was 
leaky ^ who carried them into Provi- 
4ence,, where the Captains purchafed 
a veflel, called the Baltimore, which 
isfince arrived at Plymouth. 

The nine fhips above-mentioned 
Vftre all taken with the greateft eafe, 
after they had been convoyed 150 
Jpagues from the ports they refpec- 
tively {ailed from, and left by the 
men of war, under a fuppofition that 
they were totally out of danger. The 
privateers which took them were but 
thinly manned, and weakly armed. — 
One carried ten, and the other twelve 
guns. Several of the fhips had a 
greater number, but (which is very 
extraordinary) no powder on board, 
the Governors, of the places they failed 
from not allowing any to be (hipped, 
for fear enough mould not remain 
with them to defend their fituations 
in cafe of an attack, which was fome- 
thing more than probable. The ,Lady 
Juliana, Capt. Stephenfon, had 600 
hogfheads of fugar, and 30,000 hard 
dollars on board, befides other nego- 
tiable and marketable articles ; her 
cargo therefore, exclufive of the dol- 
lars, at a moderate computation, was 
worth 2C,oool» She was boarded by 
Captain White, an old acquaitnance 
of Captain Stephenfon, who cordially 
fhook hands with his captor when he 
fet foot on deck, little thinking he 
was an enemy* White, out of civi- 
lity and refpeel for old acquaintance- 
ship, prornifed to fend Stephenfon 
fafe to England, at the fame time 
told him he was ordered by the Con- 

fvfc to carry every prize he took to 
hode-Ifland, and that the other pri- 
vateer was to Cdiry her's to Salem in 
Jlew-England. The (hip Francis, on 
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board which Stephenfon came to Eng*r " 
land, was fuiTered to fail home, as 
the Captains of the Provincial priva- 
teers did not think her valuable enough 
to be feized. 

. The amount of the cargoes, of the 
above prizes we are informed, upon 
the beft authority, is upwards of 
140,000!. fterl. 

Newbury Port, May 27. A few days 
fince a fhip, burthen 280 tons; laden 
with provifions for the me of the mw- 
nifterial army, was taken and brought 
into this place ; the particulars of her 
cargo are as follow :—* 39 tierces, zz 
barrels, and 41 half barrels of. beft 
beef, 180 firkins and 90 cafes of but- 
ter, 70 firkins, 2 barrels, and wo half 
barrels of tongues, 17 puncheons of 
claret wine, 2 tierces, 1 2 barreb, and 
1 1 halfrbarrels of beft perk, 19 pun- - 
cheons of oats, 3 firkins of -land, 23 
kegs of tripe, 5 cafks of peas, and 

171 hampers of potatoes. The above 
veflel was taken by the Sea Nymph, 
Mathew Dunn, a floop of fix gons, 
eight fwivels, and 29 men. 

-*°" J Remark. 

The American Congrefs in their 
proclamation for a fait publifhed ou 
the izth Of June 1775, hefeech the 
Almighty * to blefs our rightful So- 

* yereign King George the Third x 

* and infpire him with wifdom, &c* 
See Journal of the Congrefs for 1775^ 

P«£'7S- 

In the proclamation for a fall this 
year publifhed by the Congrtfs,on the 
16th of March 1776, they befcech the 
Almighty * to blefs our civil rulers 

* and the reprefentatives uf the people 
r in their fevcral afTemblies and con- 

* ventions, &c.' See Remembrancer „ 
(this volume) page 35. 

This alteration, made by the Con* 

grefs, in a folemn fuppllcntion tq 

heaven, is worthy of being noted ! 

Vindication of the prefent Minifry* 

Jacobitical principles haying beei\ 

charged upon adminiftrationj, I have 
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fceciti tempted td enquire upon what 
principles the minifters in the reign 
of King William afted with refpeft 
to the colonies. They oppofed the 
.claim of the province of New York 

* to fupreme ldgiflative power and 

* authority, and a freedom from tax* 

* es, unkfs impofed by the General 
« AfTemblyof the province/ in order 
to preferve to the crown and parlia- 
ment the right of binding the colo- 
nies by afts of the Englifti legiflature 
-in all cafes whatfoever : the minif- 
ters of George the Third have ex- 
erted the rights thus preferved by an 
actual impofnion of taxes ; the differ- 
ence in the ability of the colonies in 
the fpace of fourfcore years rendering 
this difference in the application, as 
they think, of the fame principle jus- 
tifiable and conftitutional. 

* In the year 1691 the ad alluded to 
palled the General Aflembly of the 
province of New York with the title 
of an 'Aft declaring what are the 

* rights and privileges of their Ma- 

* jelly's fubjefts within their province 

* of New York.' 

« This law enafts, ' That the fu- 
5 preme legiflative ,power and autho- 
5 rity under their Majefties, William 
f and Mary, King .and Queen of 

* England, &c. Ihould for ever be 

* and refide in a governor in chief 

* and council appointed by their 

* Majefties, their heirs and fuccef- 

* fcrs, and the people by their repre- 
f fentatives met and convened in Ge- 

* neral Auembly.' 1 

* It farther enafts, ' That no aid, 
f tax, talliage, &c. whatfoever fhall 
€ be laid, afleffed, levied or required 

* of or on any of their Majeflies fub- 

* jecls, within this province, &c. or 

* their eilates, upon any manner of 

* colour or pretence whatfoever, but 

* by the aft and confent of the Go- 

* vernor and council and reprefen- 

* tatives of the people in General 
•« .AfTembly met and convened.' 



e This aft, which would have (erf ed 
as a foundation whereori to bMtkl th£ 
exemptions of the Americans, had it 
been permitted to pafs into a law, was 
rejefted by King William and his mi- 
nifters ; and this is the only attempt 
that I find in any of the colonies to efta- 
blifh their independence in a legal man j 
ner by an American Magna Charta. 

f In the fucceeding reigns of Queert 
Anne and the two Georges, the co- 1 
lonies increasing daily in numbers and 
affluence, and having by the expul- 
sion of the French and conqueft of 
Canada, obtained confiderable advan- 
tages in point of fafety and com- 
merce, the minifters of George the 
Third thought it juft to tax the fub- 
jefts of the crown there. Accordingly 
a damp duty was impofed by an aft 
of the Britifh parliament, which tax 
a fubfequent adminiftration repealed, 
fubftituting the declaratory aft in its* 
room. A third adminiftration im- 
pofed frefh taxes— the Americans re-* 
fill — a fourth adminiftration enforces 
taxation — the Americans refift— Fleets 
and armies are fent to reduce them ; 
and then we are told, the adminiftra- • 
tion are under Scotch influence ; and 
the minifters are Jacobites, though 
they fupport a principle eftabliihed 
in the reign of King William. 

* Whilft this or any other adminiftra- 
tion aft upon thefe principles ; I care 
not what influence they are under, 
or what feft of politicians they belong 
to : be they Whigs, be they Tories, 
they mall have my good wifhes. I 
would recommend to thofe turbulent 
and reftlefs advocates for treafon and 
rebellion to perufe an aft of the fame 
General AfTembly of New-York in 
the year 1691, wherein the fenti- 
ments of America with regard to this 
country are contained immediately af- 
ter the Revolution. As it is fhort, 
and not in every body's hands, I fhall 
tranferibe what relates to my pur- 
pofe. . 
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< Iti* entitled * An Aft for quiet- 

* kig and fettling the diforders that 
4 hare lately happened in this Pro- 

* rioce, &c.' It rims thus : 

* Forafnittch as the good and quiet, 

* eafr* profit, benefit and advantage 

* of the inhabitants within this Pro- 
c vinoe, doth chiefly confift in and 

* altogether rely and depend upon 

* their bearing true faith and allegi- 

* ante unto their Majefties crown of 

* England, which is and can only be 

* the fupport and defence of this Pro- 

* vince: and whereas the late hafty 

* and inconsiderate violation of the 

* feme, by the fetting up a power 
€ over their Majefties fubjects with- 

* out authority from the crown of 

* England, hath vitiated the minds of 

* many people, and hath alfo brought 

* great waffce, trouble and deftruction 

* upon the good people of this Pro- 

* vince/ 

* Were the ableft lawyer in Eng* 
land to draw the prefent to an act of 
reconciliation between Great Britain 
and her Colonies, he could not not do 
it in ftronger, more applicable terms, 
or on jufter principles. Had the in- 
habitants of New York acted fuitably 
to the fentiments of their grateful an- 
eeftors, the minds of the people had 
not been vitiated, nor great wafte and 
deftruction brought on the Province 
and all America. 

* Under the influence of the true 
faith and allegiance exprefled in this 
Provincial aft» the maturity <<f Ame- 
rica advanced with haily ftrides : To 
the defertion of them her prefent con- 
▼ulfions, the deilruction of her trade, 
the neglect of agriculture, and a total 
koulwerfemtnt of juflice, government, 
and civil fociety, are folely to be at- 
attributed. In this date of anarchy 
and rebellion thofe once flouriihing 
Provinces mull continue until their 
faith and allegiance to the crown of 
England is refiored, and the deluded 
inhabitants, abandoning their aexia[ 



privileges, are brought, by a repeti- 
tion of their fufFerings, to a fenfe of 
their duty, and fubjection to the le- 
giflature of Great Britain. This 
event the gallant defence of Quebec-, 
by GeneraJ Carleton, has greatly ac- 
celerated. The Americans, with afl 
their beaded numbers, courage, and 
difcipline, will find themfelves in a 
worfe date than at the beginning of 
the laft war, when a handful of 
French and Canadians threatened the 
Britiih Settlements with deft-action. 
They will find Canadians and Britons 
on their backs, and the armies and 
navy of England on their coafts, ex- 
erting their national fpirit againft 
American perfidy and rebellion. 

' As the reduction of America win 
follow this feafonable check in. Canada 
with amazing rapidity, if no xaih, un- 
fuccefsful attempt is made on New- 
York before the junction of Lord 
Howe with his brother, the Genera!, 
let us hope that pall experience will 
teach administration and parliament 
not to leave to the wild direction of 
chance a matter of fuch moment to 
Great Britain as the prefervatjon of 
her Colonies ; but that by wife pax^ 
liamentary regulations of all the Ame- 
rican charters ; by a refuropqon of ex- 
orbitant proprietary grants* .by, a 
proper divifion of the Provinces ; by 
the appointment of independent judges 
and governors, with inftrudUoas not 
one hundred years old; by a vifito- 
rial deputy every fifth year r and by a 
powerful army and fquadr©u r the 
quiet poffeffioa and commerce. of that 
vaft empire may be iecured to thi* 
nation in feeadafteculQrum* 

7^.13,-1776. 
■ MAXIMS of tbt Prefemt* Times, 

' Unfortunately furely is that na- 
tion of which the Sovereign is greatly 
above advice, with a favorite that is 
infinitely beneath it I 

' There are, it feems, actually in 
force, acts of parliament againft deer- 

Jftealingj 
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dealing, acts againft fheep-ftealing : 
what great pity it is the^e are none 
agamft king-ftealing ! ' ^ 

* Have you a mind to liquidate the 
political problem, whether the favo- 
rite ftill preferves or not his original, 
(miller influence ? Nothing more eafy, 
nor lefs fignificant than the folution. 
(bbferve but whether the conduct of 
affairs is not at this moment invaria- 
bly proceeding' in the fame ftile of 
nebulous nonfenfe that has ever, from 
the firft, characlerifed his difaftrous 
afcendant. Are there nvw fewer 
Blunders, lefs futility, lefs inconfiftency, 
lefs want of plan, lefs meannefs, lefs 
inference, lefs perfidy, lefs ingratitude* 
than what fouled the dawn of this 
reign, and clouded that rifing funfhine 
of popularity which had promifed fo 
much in vain, a meridian luftre? If 
confiileritly with truth, you cannot fay 
tjhat the premifes .are in any degree 
amended, what does it fignify to the 
fum of things whether it is individu- 
ally the &me evil genius, who firft 
took pofleffion of the royal mind, that 
continues to miflead it ; or any of 
ttat wretched band of low,, obfcure 
creatures-, with whom he began his 
tuition by befetting him I 

* It is a long lane that has no turn- 
f ing ';* a long^ night that has no day ; 
a long folly that has ho end ; a long 
minority that has. never come of age. 

* Where a King has demonftrably 
the greateft reafon to be afhamed of 
ljis friends, what can be more natural 
than that his friends mould be moll 
heartily amameoT of one another ? 

' That in a. free country, a mean* 
fpirited, difnonourable adminiftration, 
jjiould (land the pelting of the politi- 
cal ftorm of pamphlets, news-paper 
pafquinades, with other marks of pub - 
lie contempt (a ftorm raifed by their 
own glaring 'unworthinefs) is not at 
all the wonder. It is but the natural 
confequence of fo much mifchief as 
%hey do or caufe* This then is me^re- 
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\y matter of courfe ; and what tk*? 
do not care two-pence about, fo th e / 
but keep thofe places of profit which 
can never be to them places of honor' 
But what is the moft aftonifhing is* 
that, take any of them feparately* 
they are fo afhamed of the a&ual dif-* 
graceful, ruinous conduit of things* 
that each denies, like murther, lib 
having any fhare of management or 
efficiency, A denial general to them; 
all from the ilUconcealed favorite 
down to the loweft of his proxies^ 

•What a faculty of combining 
mult that genius have had who firft 
blew up the fpark- of American fire 
into a general conflagration ! — What 
a glorious difpenfation of the national 
forces and treafures have we hitherto? 
feen, under his moft ferene aufj>ices ! 
How admirably has he calculated every 
thing! But it is not given to every 
one to have fuch a numerical head as 
a Firft Lord of the Treafury, or ths 
■Keeper of a Lottery- Offcce. 

* Mark but the foul feeding of 
power on the grofleft flattery 1 The 
whole feries of a mock-minifter's .ad-* 
miniftratron has been one unbroken 
chain of blunders and, rnifcarriages,- 
fomething like the famous farce of 
the $ix-and-t<wenty Misfortunes tf Hur- 
lequini and yet there are thofe who* 
refpeel the public fb little, refpeft him 
fo little, refpeel themfelves fe little, as 
to join in a chorus of doJioJogy to him* 
and fing hallelujahs to his political ta- 
lents and abilities of a ftatefman, A 
ftatefman top I Alas 1 is not that cha-» 
racier in this country exploded, the 
thing annulled, the word obfblete, 
and the very idea loft? t For con- 
ductors of the national affairs, what 
have we now but pedlars in politics * 
what for a great Minifter of ftate, but 
a bullling paper bundler i 

' What hopes of fo wretched sk 

game as is now left to play? As- 

things are, fuppofe another oftenfive 

Minifter aHumed into office, aiuf 

Z niched 
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niched in a rcfponfible place, what What Hying creature would wifh to 



theri ? If, on his coming in, he 
mould have the inclination* without 
the pwuer to redrefs the many wrongs 
which hfi will find in abundance, he 
will be much to be pitied ; and yet 
infinitely more ft>, if he fhould have 
the fewer without the inclination. 
J*ut what if he fliould have neither 
thtfonvtr nor the inclination (for that 
jnay happen) why then there only 
remains to be faid of him, that he 
U juft fuch a -character, as fuch a fet 
of creatures of favor would choofe for 
their purpofe, as thofe who have fo 
Jong governed and directed every 
thing, and who, at ttfis moment, go- 
vern and dire& every thing as wifely 
as ever, and what is ftill worfe, are 
Jikelyiotodo to the end of the chapter. 
.-•*■ Whac can be the cataftrophc of 
this monftroufly ftnpid Tragedy of Er- 
tm ? The anfwer muft be oracularly 
true. Not king good. Under fuch an 
administration, hope would be impu- 
dence f 

* This is not the language of par- 
ty, or of faction. There is nothing 
jn it of political hypochondriafm. It 
is the refult of the moft cool, impar- 
tial judgment, and even of the molt 
tender concern, 

* * Where the people confider a par? 
Jiamerit as predetermined to facrifice 
fheir public truft to their private 
views, while voting, with a fcanda-r 
lous and even treasonable complai- 
fance^ conformably to the dictates of 
9 weak, mifgiaded court, it may irre- 
fragably be averred, that 'till fome 
great-, fome noble, fome juft meafitfes. 
jare taken to reftore the confidence of 
the people, and re-eftablifh political 
prdeTj ^every other endeavour will be 
-yam and fruvfjefs f 

* The life, the informing fpirit of 
parliament is a deferved popularity. 
Without it, you have nothing but a 
corrupt, offenfive body, of which not 
fo be a member muft be the pride and 
joy of a, man of Jfenfe and honor.- 



be the little finger, or even the great 
toe of a corpfe, though it were lying in 
ftate?,. 

Whitehall* July 27, 1776, The fol- 
lowing letter from General Sir Guy 
Carleton to Lord George Germaine, 
was this day received by Captain Le 
Maitre, wno arrived exprefs from 
Montreal. 

Montreal, June 20, 1776, 
My Lord, 

* In a former letter I informed 
your Lordihip that the troops were 
ordered to aflemble at Three Rivers ; 
they all pufhed forward with great ex- 
pedition, as fail as they arrived off 
Quebec, by land or water, as v be ft 
anTwered that end. The 8th inflant 
the rebels attempted a Very bold en- 
terprize indeed ; they crofTed over 
from Sorel in 50 boats, better 'than 
2,000 men, landed at the Pointe du 
Lai befpre day-light, and marched to 
attack the troops at Three Rivera," dif- 
regarding the (loop Martin, fome 
armed veflels, and tranfports full of 
troops, that were at anchor three 
miles above the town, otherwtfe thaa 
to keep out of reach of their cannon. 
They made fome attempt to force the 
fod regiment ; but whether they 
found Brigadier- General Frafer, who 
commanded at Three fivers, top 
ftrong and too well potted/ or that 
they were alarmed by Brigadier- GeT 
nera} Nefbit, who landed the troops 
from the tranfports behind them, 'tis 
certain they ipon gave up offenfivc 
meafures, and retreated with all fpeed 
up the - river, keeping in xHe &oods, 
Ihe Brigadiers Nefbit and' Frafer 
pufhed up likewife, bu.t kept by the 
water-fide, in hopes of gettihg their 
boats and cutting off their >ejtreat 5 
the firft as far as Machiche, arid the 
latter to the Point du Lai. ' The floop 
Martin arid armed vefTels failed as high 
as the River dit Loup,- and took two 
boats, but the reft were gone too far, 
as were their troops. 

* I {enow 
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' I know rjot the number of killed 
And wounded [pf the rebels ; arbotit 
20Q furrcndered or were taken pri- 
foners, amongft thofe was their chief, 
Mr. 'yhojaapfon, whom I think they 
Call a Ptlajor-General, and a Mr. 
Irwin, who was the fccondon this ex- 
pedition, &nd fome. others. The 
killed and wounded of the King's 
troops amounted to 12 or 13 foldiers 
only. 

' The next day the troops were or- 
dered, to their former ftations ; all 
who ha4 tranfports up rcirabarkcd ; 
Brigadier-General Frafer was ordered 
tfc> march along the north ihore with 
the troops whofe tranfports had not 
been able to get up, and meafures 
were taken to march a body of troops 
dlfo by the fouth fliore, had the wind 
continued unfavourable : for it feem- 
td ,of great importance in this un- 
happy war, that the rebels fhould be 
driven from the upper part of the 
province as foon as poffible. The 
wind fpringing up fair, the fleet fail- 
ed, and arrived off Sorel the evening 
of the 14th init. the I a ft of the rebels 
,had retreated from thence fome hours 
.before : the grenadiers and light in- 
fantry of the troops in this divifion 
immediately landed, fuppbrted by 
,. Brigadier Nefbit, and part of his bri- 
gade,. The next morning more troops 
were feat on more, and the command 

• of. this .column given to Lieutenant 
Qenexal Burgoyne, with' inftru&ions 

• ^opurfue the rebels up the river Sorel 
ta St. John's, but without hazarding 
any thing till the column on his right 
should be able to co-operate with him. 
As foon as the regulations for the 
different tranfports could be made 
but, the remainder of the fk*et failed 
for Longuiel, four leagues from 
£hamble (Chamble is 1 5 leagues 
ftpm Sorel, by the river of that name) 
and had. not the wind failed, this 
column might have arrived at Lon- 
guiel the Jame" night, and about the 
fame time with Mr. Arnold, and the 
ftmaindcx of the rebels, ret ring from 
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Montreal. Tfte riext day the troops, 
landed and marched by La Prairie to- 
wards Stt John's. The advance guard 
was fupported by all theEnglifti re- 
maining after the dffpofitions already 
mentioned, under the command of 
Major-General Philips, and this di- 
vifion followed by two regiments of the 
Brunfwick troops, and that of Hanau, 
commanded by Major-General Reir 
defel. The advance guard arrived 
the morning of the 19th inftant near 
St. John's, when they learned, that 
the head of Lieutenant-General Bur- 
goyne's column had , taken pofTefficn 
of the redoubts the night before : 
they found all the buildings in flames, 
all the craft and large boats the rebels 
could not drag up the rapids ofChain- 
ble, with fome provifions, were alio 
burned. I hear 22 pieces of cannon 
are left behind, hid in the woods; 
feveral other marks appear of great 
precipitation and fright ; on this oc- 
cafion I think they had no fmall 
caufe. All his Majefty's national and 
foreign troops (hewed a great zeal and 
eagernefs to overtake the rebels : and 
I doubt not but they would have 
given every proof of fidelity and va- 
lour, had the enemy delayed their re- 
treat a little longer. The corps of 
artillery" mewed great diligence like* 
wife on the occafion ; there were bri- 
gades which marched with both co- 
lumns. Brigadier Frafer's Corps crof- 
fed from tlie north, and fell into the 
rear of the two columns on the fouth- 
fide ; they were alfo joined by num- 
bers of Canadians, and that on the 
right by many Indians. 

Captain Le Maitre will have the 
honour to prefent to your Lordmip 
thefe difpatches ; he is an intelligent 
officer, and well qualified to give any 
further information of the tranfadticn 
ih this province; I .fliall take the li- 
berty to recommend him to your 
Lordfhlp as an officer of merit. 

J am Sec. . 
[Gazette] Guy Carleto*:. 

TranfialicH 
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Tranjiaiton of an tdi3 9 publijhed at 
t LiJbon by Order of His Moft Faithful 
Majefty, dated at the Palace of Jju- 
da, the yh of July, 1776. 
£ D I T A L. 

* Bring lately informed, that the 
Colonies 6? Erigli/h America, by an 

' ael published by the Congrefs held on 
the 1 jth of May laft, do not only de- 
dare tfiemfelves entirely feparated 
fi-om tne fubjection of the crown of 
Great Britain, but are already mak- 
ing laws, \>y their owri particular au- 
thority, to refjft the lawful authority 
of His Britannick Majefty^ my godd 
brother, friend * and ally; 

* And as fuch a pernicious exam- 
ple muil be intereftirig to princes the 
moft indifferent, fo as to deny all fa- 
vour and affiftance, directly or iridi-s 
rectly, to fubje&s who in fo public and 
formal a manner haVe rifco againft 
their natural fovereign ; I am plcafed 
to order, that in none of the ports of 
thefe kingdoms and dominions there 
be given prattick or entry to any 
fhip which fhall arrive there with or 
without a cargo, coming from the 
ports of the abovcmentioned Englilh 
North America ; but that on the con- 
trary they be driven from the faid 
ports in the fame ftate in which they, 
ihall arrive, without any fuccour of 
any nature whatever being given to 
them. The mailers of fhips, to 
whom an entry may till now have 
been permitted^ in confideration that 
there was no motive for hindering 
them, fhall have notice to go out of 
the faid ports with their fhips, within 
the term of eight days, without fur- 
ther prolongation ; an examination 
being made before they go out, whe- 
ther they have on hoard any gunpow- 
der, or fuch ammunition as I h^ve al- 
ready prohibited by my royal orders, 
given on the 21ft of October of the 
4aft year, at the arienal and the con- 
fulado; and confifcaiing for the be- 
nefit of the public works all ftich mips 
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in which there may be found fnch pro* 
hibited ammunition clandestinely an<f 
privately put on board, as effects 
deemed by fuch a difcovery to belong 
to rebels. The Confelho da Fazenda 
is to understand it fo, and is to order 
this Edital to be printed and fix6d up 
in all the pub : ic places ot the city of 
Lifbori, and the ports of this Ifingddni 
and of Algarve, that it may come to 
the knowledge of all, and no one may 
alledge ignorance of it. 

Palace of Nofla Sehhora da Ajuda, 
. 4-th July, 1776, . 
[Gmfutte.\ With trie Royal Signature- 
There were nine Americans veffels 
in the different ports of Portugal, 
when the above order, was published. 
fyctratf of a Lei ter from Capt. Richards* 
of the Ltjbo* Packet , arrived at Fal- 
mouth f*om Lifbon, to the Poft-Maf 
ters-General, dated Faimoufh, Ju- 
ly 20. \ 

My Lords, 
t( On Saturday, June i$, I re- 
ceived two mails from Mr iJell for 
the Duke of York Packet, and failed 
for Ltfbpn, in company with* the Anna- 
Therefa, and Eagle Packets ; Tuef- 
day, Jtme 25, arrived at lAfbon, with 
the Eagle Packet In company, and off* 
the bar faw a fleet of French men of 
war, con fitting of fix fail of the line, 
two frigates, two floops, a brig, and 
two cutters ; the 29th arrived fix fail 
of Spanifh men of war in the Tagus* ' 
On Monday, the 8th of July after- 
wards, we failed in company with the 
Spanifh fleet/ which confifted of three 
fail of tbe line, one frigate, and two 
ffoops ; in the evening faw four fail 
more of Spanifh fhips of war going 
in, three fail of the line, arid One fri- 
gate } the* French fleet failed to the 
northward. I am your # iiordlhips* 
obedient humble fervant. 

John Richards.*' 

Madrid, June $o.The court received 

]aft week, two couriers at Aranjuez y 

one from Lifkm and the ether from 

Corunxuu 
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Conimte, Akhotfgfi nothih 
pnblifhed of-the counts of thftir di£ 
patches, yet we aflBfurei, tHfi^they 
bring a relation offle hoftilities coni- 
mitted by tire Portnguefe in the river 
Plata, where they have befieged and 
taken three different forts, and made 
the garrifons priforiers of war. It is 
very certain, that the court fent, im- 
mediately after the arrival of the faid 
couriers, two exprefles, one to France, 
the other to England ; and that fe- 
deral regiments have received orders 
to defile without delay towards the 
frontiers of 4 the kingdom of Portugal.' 

[The Euglifh miniftry were difap- 
pointed, that the cfcurt of Spain did 
not publim ah edict againft the Ame- 
ricans, iimilar to that of Portugal.} 

London, July 2%. All the advices* 
from the continent of Europe, feem 
to confirm the accounts before re- 
ceived relative to the difpufes between 
the Spaniards and Portuguefe. Ac- 
cording to thefe advices, the latter 
have taken three forts from the for- 
mer, on the river Plata, and killed 
2000 of their men in Paraguay. In 
confequence of thefe hoflilities, ex- 
pf-efTes", it is faid; Were immediately 
fetat to the court ofVerfailles and Lon- 
don, and orders to all the ports in 
France affd Spaifci, to haften their 
preparations for a war, and to march" 
tfoops towards the frontiers of Portu- 
gal. Thefe orders, at firft, we are 
tdld, had fbme effeci over the French 
funds, but they fboft after recovered 
themfelves, and rofe to the fame 
height they were at before. 

Admiralty-Office >, July 3d. By let- 
ters from Capt. Douglas of his Ma- 
jelly's fhip Ifis, dated at Quebec the 
26th and 27th of laft month, itap- 
pea>s > that immediately after railing 
the fiege of Quebec, of which he gave 
an account in his letters of the 8th 
and 15 th of May, every proper" mea<j 
fare was taken to facilitate the far* 
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has been thef ofSei&tloris againft tne rebels,. fy 
fending down the river all theijidt* 
wjMpcould be procured to bring dp 
tire tranfpoxts that were daily expec- 
ted with Gen^ Burgoyne. frdritf Eng- 
land and Ireland ; and t£a£ rib time, 
mfght be loft on their arrival, he had 
provided pilots for the Upper rfver, 
and placed frigates and armed veflelsr 
in proper ftations to affift and efcort 
them ; $nd alfo, left the tranfport^ 
fhould be prevented by contrarjr 
winds front failing up the rivcry htf 
had ftationed veffels with proviiions at 
proper places for the nfe of the troops^ 
if they fhould be obliged to difembafk 
and march by land; By thefe dirpd^ 
iitions, all the tranfpbrts' with troops^ 
which had pilots on board/ proceeded 
up the rive? without flowing ai Que* 
bee, and arrived it Three Rivers' tinfrf ' 
enough to defeat the rebels, arid d£* 
terwards drive them from St; JohA'sV 
and all their pofts below Lake Cham- 
plain. Captain Douglas in the fame" 
letter fays, that the prudent and fpi* 
rited behaviour of Capt. Harvey,- of 
the Martin floopy cannot be too moelt 
commended 5 arid that fhe zeal,- vi^ 
gour, and utfariimity of his Majefty'i 
tervants on both element was fcareely 
equalled on* any other occafton withirf 
liis remembrance. He alfo writes that 
he was, in concert wfth Geftefal 
Carleton, confidering ftporr a propel 
eftablifhment for armed veffels to be 
employed on the lakes Champkiri arid 
Ontario, and in contriving the riioft: 
expeditious means- of getting fhem,» 
with other craft,- on the faid lakes, 1 
in order to the better accelerating the 
paflage of the army ; antf fliat Cap-; 
tain Harvey of the Martin, was rei* 
turning to Sbrely irf order tor examiner 
into the means of noatitts? between? 
camels (as is praetifed in Ruffia and 
Holland) through the rapids of Cham- 
ble into lake Chanrpfairiy* the ii» 
armed veffelsy 6ne of which was- aP 
A * eady 
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ready arrived from England; and the 
others hourly expected. [G*w;.] 

Admiralty -Office, July 30. Caajfrin 
Le Cras, fenior Captain of his Ma- 
jelly's (hips at Plymouth, in his letter* 
dated the 36th inflant, has the fol- 
lowing paragraph, viz. * The Mer-^ 
cury brig, a prize to the .Cerberus and 
Merlin, arrived the night before j and 
the perfon who had the command of 
the faid brig fays^ they parted from 
the Cerberus the 26th of ]une> Block 
Ifland on the coaft of America, bear- 
ing N. N. E. diftance 17 leagues ; 
and that they then faw Vice- Admiral 
Lord Shuldham with his fquadron, 
and the tranfports under his convoy, 
fleering W. by S. for New-York ; 
and that on the evening before they 
had feen the Greyhound frigate, with 
General Howeon board." \ibidJ\ 

Admiralty-Office, July 30. By a let- 
ter received fromVice-AdmiralYoung, 
dated at Antigua the 3 1 ft of May laft, 
it appears, that Captain Bryne> of his 
Majefly's fhip the Hind, which had 
been fent on fervice to St. Auguftine 
in the province of Georgia, having 
intelligence that the rebels were fit- 
ting armed veffels in the adjacent ri- 
vers j and being at anchor off Sun- 
bury river, he ordered Lieutenant 
Ellis, of the Hinchinbrooke armed 
fchooner, with the fhip's tender and 
boats, manned and armed, to proceed 
over the bar, where they fet on fire a 
. brig that was loading, and a fhip on 
the flocks, intended by the rebels for 
a privateer to carry 20 guns. It fur- 
ther appears from the Admiral's afore- 
mentioned letter, that finee the ac- 
count tranfmitted in his letter of the 
3d of March, and publifhed in the 
Gazette the 8th of laft month, the 
cruifers under his command had feiz- 
cd feventeen more (hips and veffels, 
either belonging -to or employed in 
carrying on a trade with his Majefty's 
rebellious fubje&s in North Ameri- 
ca, ibid* 



Extracl of a letter from an officer <w&S 
nvas prefent at the late action under 
General Car let on . in Canada, dated 
. Fort Cbamblee> June 21* 

* In a few days after the affair of 
the 6th of May laft, a fleet of twelve 
fhips, with the 47th regiment, came 
to General Carleton from Bofton, 
with ,whichj his own army, and the 
29th, he advanced up the country as 
far as Trois Rivierre, about thirty 
leagues diftant from Quebec, at the 
fame time leaving orders for fuch 
other troops as fhouid arrive to follow 
him. 

* On the 8th inftant, at five o'- 
clock in the morning, about 2coo 
Provincials, under the command of 
Major-General Thompfon, began to 
fife on our advanced guard from be- 
hind fome trees, about half a mile 
diftant from this town] the noife of 
which foon alarmed our whole corps, 
who immediately formed, and re- 
turned the falute, which they did not 
return again, but took to their heels 
and flew into the woods. Our gre- 
nadiers and light infantry purfued 
them, took above 200 prifoners, and 
deftroyed as many more. Neither 
General Carleton nor General Bur- 
goyne were prefent at this aclion, but 
they came up next day. 

c From the Three Rivers, the 
troops who had their fhips there em- 
barked, the others marched under the 
command of Brigadier General Frafer, 
The three Generals, Carleton, Bur- 
goyne, and Philips, went on board 
the Roffeau to Sorell, where we ex- 
peeled the enemy would take breath, 
as it commanded the river of that 
name which leads to Chamblee and 
St. John's. They had erecled two 
batteries at its entrance, one of five 
pieces of cannon, the other ten, 
which mufi have greatly annoyed our 
{hipping, but notwithftanding thefo: 

advaiw 
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Advantages they fled on our approach, planters refiding remote from Quebec 



and ran" off for Chamble and St. 
John's ; the fort of the former of, 
which they fet fire to, and deflroyed 
fome batteaux and barges which they 
Jiad ijot time to take away. 

* As they advanced towards St. 
John's they deflroyed two bridges, to 
prevent our getting up to them till 
they could get on the lake ; and when 
they arrived at St, John's, they des- 
troyed the fort, burned a houfe be- 
longing to Colonel Chriftie, and fome 
provifions of their own which they 
8 could - not take away, and then em- 
barked for Crown Point, where ere 
flow they are landed. < 

On our part we had but 13 men 
wounded (two of which are fince dead) 
and two men killed ; and not one 
officer wounded, though the latter 
were much expofed to the few fhots 
that were given* 

* By this bruftiing, Canada is pret- 
ty well cleared of the Provincials, and 
crowds of volunteers hourly flock to 

'the Britifh St -.ndard. 

* We are likely to remain here for 
a month, till a' fufficient number of 
batteaux are built to crofs the lake. 
The troops are' going to encamp, 
fome at this place, and others at St. 
John's, La Prarerie, Longueulle, and 
Montreal ;■ the laft, it is thought, 
will be our head quarters. Two 
Brunfwick regiments are left in Que- 
bec to garrifon it. 

A letter from an officer in the army, 
dated Trois Rivieres, June 20, 1776, 
after giving an account of the transac- 
tions 'in Canada, to the fame purport 
as the preceding concludes thus : — 
♦ You will be ctefirous to know the 
temper and difpofirion of the Cana- 



and Montreal were totally uninformed 
of every political matter laft year ; 
feeing the rebels pouring in and car- 
rying them all triumphantly before 
them, they came to. their ftandnrd ; 
but now things are ftrangely reverfed, 
and they appear ready to afford us 
every affiftance.' 

Poft/cript of a letter from Lieutenant * 
George Tumball, of his Majefty*t 
Jhip Triton, to a gentleman of Briftol 9 
dated Trois Rivieres, June 14, 1776. , 
* I loft the firft opportunity of 
fending this down the river, and am 
glad it fo happened, as it gives me 
an opportunity of informing you, that 
we havejult heard that General Carle- 
ton has this day a meeting with 500 
Indian chiefs, friends to Government, 
* they have brought in four rebel fcalps 
with them, fo you find that work is 
begun, which is horrid, but muft have 
a vaft effec*l on the Provincials. You 
may with fafety inform your friends, 
that the rebels are drove quite out of 
Canada. I wifh we may be as fuc* 
cefsful to the fouthward/ 
Extracl of a letter from a merchant at 
Quebec, to bis brother in London, 
dated June 2$, 1776. 
f Our troublefome vifitors were dis- 
appointed in their attempt of taking 
the city by ftorm. We thought dan. 
ger of every kind would then be over, 
but news got to the Congrefs, and a 
reinforcement is come. Since I be- 
gan to write this, more of our troops 
are alfo arrived, I believe we have 
now 7 or 8000, including the foreign, 
the 29th and 4.7th regiments, with 
fome perfons from Montreal and Que- 
bec. While they lay at Three Rivers, 
they had their advanced party at- 
dians; at this rime : the clergy and , tacked at Point au Lae ; we had t\vo 
better clafs of people are ftrongly at- men killed and feventeen wounded 



tached to government j as to the bo- 
dy of the inhabitants, they feemed to 
wifh to remain neuter, or at any rate 
jo join with the ftrongeft fide^ The 



the Colonics came from the oppofue 
fide of the river in batteaux ; we had 
intelligence of their intentions, and 
polled a party in ainbufh to receive 
Aaz them. 
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ftem, whicji fvasdone as foon as they fliall be taken of them 
'advanced out of fight pf their bat- 
On the batteaux men hearing 



feaux, t 

the fudden firing, theypuiled of with 
die batteaux, and their people foon 
jetreated to the water-fide in order to 
get over, when* they found their bat- 
teaux gone, and themfelves furround- 
jed; which induced them to lay down 
jheir arms, and fue for niercy ; fome 
pfthent indeed got into 'the woods, 
which they continued retreating to as 
we advanced, and came no more to 
engagement $ they abandoned their 
entrenchments at Sorell, and alfo ttye 
.city cf Montreal ; they burnt Cham- 

ble, an<f now nave £ e< l fr° m .$*• 
John's : our troops can't purfue them 
till batteaux and VefTels are built ; we 
are tojd they are cdming from Eng- 
land, However, the enemy are out 
of the province, and I believe the 
troops will not be ready to follow 
them before the end of the fummer.' 

The laft advices from Canada 
brought an account that Sir John 
johrifon having joined the King's 
Jflrces at Montreal in June laft with 
1 50 Indians of the fix nations. They 
travelled thro* the woods, and were 
vjeight da^s aknoftdeftitute of proyi- 
fion| 

JPy his Excellency Guy Garleton, Cap- 
" tain General and Governor in 

Chief of the province of Quebec, 

&c. &e.' 

A PROCLAMATION-. 

"Whereas lam informed that many 
©f his Majefty's deluded' fubjecls of 
the neighbouring provinces labouring 
under wounds and diverfe difordefs 
are difperfed in the adjacent woods 
and parifhes, and in great danger pf 
pe/iming fo*>vant of proper affifiance 1 
all Captains and other officers of m 1- 
Jitia are hereby commanded to make 
diligent fearch for all fuch diftrefled 
perfons, and aiFord them all necefiary 
Relief; and convey them to the Ge- 
nera} Hpfbital, wh£re proper care hours, 



all reafbft? 

able expences which -may be incurred, 
in complying wijh this order {hall be 
repaid by the Receiver- General. 

And left a confeipufnefs of pail of- 
fences mould' deter thofe miferab]« 
wretches from receiving that affiftance 
which their diftreffed fituation may 
require, I hereby make known to 
them, that as foon as their health js 
reftored they (hall have free liberty tq 
return to their refpeclive provinces. 
Given under my. hand and fealof 
arms at the .Caftle of St. Lewis, 
in the city of Quebec, the 10th 
day of May 1776, in the fif- 
teenth year of the reign of ouf 
Sovereign LordGeprge theThird, 
by the Grace of God, of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, 
Ipng, Defender of the Faith, 
and fo forth, 

Guy Carletojj, 
By his Excellency's command, 
H. T. Cramahe, 
God fave the King, 
Halifax, June 16. This morning & 
French ihip of war, of zz guns, ar- 
rived in this porjt, and brings advice, 
that near Rhode-IfJand an American 
privateer engaged an Englifh ihip of 
war, in a gale of wind, when after 
exchanging a few broad-fides, the 
latter was funk, and all on board pe* 
rifhed. [Nova Scotia Gazette] 

' Yejjerday a Pytch fly- boat and a 
fchooner, botlj laden with arms anjl 
ammunition, caft anchor here. They 4 
came into this port in bad weather, 
and are bound to Philadelphia, ihih 
Halifax) June 26. Commodore 
Bankes in the Renown, with the other 
fhips from Bp-fton, are arrived here, 
The Provincials erected batteries upoji 
the feveral promontories which com ( - 
rnand NantajJcet road, frorn which, 
being fired upon, it'\yas refblved to 
come here. When Jjord Howe was 
here he did not flay above three 
As foon as. he came came%* 
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to the offing, he fent a boat afhore ; 
Uf>on which General Maflie and Com- 
Hiiflioner Arbuthnot, went aboard, 
with a letter which General Howe 
left with them for his lordfhip. Lord 
Howe never caft anchor ; but failed 
away upon receiving the letter, feem- 
ingly a good deal furprifed. 

Newbury Port, May 30. Yefterday 
arrived in this port the frigate Bel- 
leifle, from St. Maloes. She has on 
board 90 barrels of gunpowder, fome 
artillery, and a great number of bombs 
and ihells, for the ufe of the Pro- 
vincial army. The day before yef- 
terday the Ranger, a fnow, of 14 
guns, commanded by Patrick Dennis, 
in the fervice of the Congrefs, brought 
irito this place a flap, burthen 280 
tons, and another veflel of 260 tons ; 
they were both from England, and 
are laden with cloathing and military 
Acres for the Britifh troops. The 
above vefTels have upwards of eleven 
thoufand pair of fhoes on board, [AV<u;.» 
London Chronicle.] < 

<?ht following Teft paffed the late Jfem- 
bly of the Pro-vince of Majfachufetts - 
Bay, viz. 

* We the fubicribers do each of us 
feverally for ourfelves profefs, teftify 
and declare, before God and the 
world, that we verily believe that 
the war, refiftance and oppofition in 
which the United American Colonies 
are now engaged ac;ainft the fleets 
and armies of Qreat-Sritain, is on the 
part of the faid colonies, juft and ne- 
ceiTary ; and we do hereby feverally 
promife, covenant' and engage to and 
with every perfon of this colony, who 
has or fhall fubferibe this declaration, 
or another of the fame tenor and 
Words f that we will not, during the 
faid war,, directly or indirectly, in 
any ways aid, abet, or aflift any of 
^he naval or land forces of the King 
cf Great Britain, or any employed by 
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him, or fupply them with any kind 
of provifions, military or naval ftorest 
or hold any correfpondence with, or 
communicate any intelligence to any 
of the officers, foldiers or mariners 
belonging to the faid army or navy, 
or inliftor procure any others to enlill 
into the land or fea fervice of Great- 
Britain, or take up or bear arms 
againft this or either of the United 
Colonies, or undertaking to pilot any 
of the vefTels belonging to the faid 
navy, or any other way aid or affift 
them ; but on the contrary, according 
to our beft power and abilities, will 
defend by arms the United American 
Colonies, and every part thereof, 
'againft every hoflile attempt of the 
fleets and armies in the fervice of 
Great-Britain, or any of them, ac- 
cording to the requirements and di- 
rections of the laws of this colony, 
that now or may hereafter be provided 
for the regulation of the militia 
thereof.* 

Watertown, June 3, 1776. Wed- 
nefday lail the General Aflembly of 
this colony convened at the meeting- 
houfe in this town, when they una- 
nimoufly make choice of the Hon. 
James Warren, Efq. for their fpeaker, 
and Samuel Freeman, Efq. for their 
clerk. 

In the General Affembly held in 
the colony of-Rhode-Iiland in May 
feflion 1776, the following act was 
pafTcd : 

* Whereas in all dates, exiting by 
compact, protection and allegiance are 
reciprocal, the latter being only due iu 
confequence of the former: and 
whereas 

forgetting his dignity, 

infiead of protecting, is 

by fending fleets and armies to Ame* 

rica to 

compel 
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compel us to fubmit to 

where- 
by we are obliged by neceflity, and 
it becomes our higheft duty, to ufe 
every means with which God and na- 
ture have furnifhed us, in fupport of 
our invaluable rights and privileges, 
to oppofe the power which is exerted 
for our definition. 

c Be it enacted by this General 
Aflembly, and by the authority there- 
of it is enacted, that an act, entitled, 
* an aft for the more effectual fe- 
curing to his Majefty the allegiance 
of his fubjects in this colony and do- 
minions of Rhode-Ifland and Provi- 
dence plantations ;' be, and the fame 
is hereby repealed. 

< And be it further enacted by this 
General Aflembly, and by the autho- 
rity thereof it is enacted, That in all 
commiflions for offices, civil and mi- 
litary, and in all writs and procefies 
in law, whether original, judicial, or 
executory, civil and criminal, wher- 
ever the name and authority of the 
faid King is made ufe of, the fame 
fhall be omitted, and in the room 
thereof, the name and authority of 
the Governor and company of this 
colony lhall be fubftituted in the fol- 
lowing words, to wit, * The Gover- 
nor and Company of the Englifh co- 
lony of Rhode Ifland and Providence 
Plantations ;' That all fuch commif- 
fions, writs and procefles, (hall be 
otherwife of the fame form and tenor 
as they heretofore were, that the 
courts of law be no longer intitled nor 
confidered as the King's courts ; and 
that no inftrument in writing, of any 
nature or kind, whether public or 
private, mail in the date thereof men- 
tion the year of the faid King's reign : 
Provided neverthelefsi that nothing in 
this act contained (hall render void, 
or vitiate any commiflion, writ, pro-. 
cefs F or infirument heretofore made 
or executed, on account of the name 
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and authority of the faid King beini 

thereing inferted.* 

The following is the form of a Com^ 

mijjionfrom the Congrefs, to the prs 

<uateers in their fcr*vice. 

In Congrefs. The delegates of the 
United Colonies of New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachufetts Bay, Rhode Ifland, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jer- 
fey, Pennfylvania, the counties of 
Newcaftle, Kent and Suflex on De- 
laware, Maryland, Virginia, North, 
Carolina, South Carolina and GeorgL- 
To all to whom thefe prefents flutf 

come, fend greeting ; know ye, 

That we have granted, and by 
thefe prefents do grant, licence and 
authority to John Adams, mariner, 
commander of the floop called Chance, 
of the burthen of 45 tons, or there- 
abouts, belonging to Jofeph Dean, 
Philip Moore, and Co. of Philadel- 
phia, in the county of Pennfylvania, 
mounting four guns, and navigated 
with 45 men, to fit out and fet forth. . 
the faid floop, in a warlike manner, 
and by and with the faid floop, and 
the crew thereof, by force of arms, to> 
attack, feize and take the (hips and 
other veflels belonging to the inhabi- 
tants of Great-Britain, or any of 
them, with their tackle, apparel, fur- 
niture, and loading, on the high feas, 
or between high water and low water 
mark, and to bring the fame into fome 
convenient ports in the colonies, in 
order that the courts which are or 
fhall be appointed to hear and deter- 
mine caufes civil and maritime, may 
proceed in due form to condemn the> 
faid captures, if they be judged lawful 
prizes ; the faid Jofeph Dean and Co, 
having given bond, with fufficient 
fecurity, that nothing be done by (aid 
commander, or any of the officers, 
mariners, or company thereof; con- 
trary to, or inconfiftent with, the 
ufage and cuiioms of civilized nations, 
and the inductions (a copy of which 

ia 
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5s iMttrrfidf xfellvexed'io him) > 
we will and require all our officers 
whatfoever, to give ftccour and aflif- 
tance to the faid commander in the 
premifes. ThiscommHBon (hall con- 
tinue in force until the Congrefs ihall 
iflkfc orders to -the contrary* 

- Dated at Philadelphia, April 1 1 , 

1776. By order of the Congrefs, 

^Signed, John Hancock, PreL 

John. Adams. 

Wtitiamjb&r£hy {Virginia, J Afril 12. 

' Laft Saturday Capt, James Barron 
arrived in town wi& difpatches from 
the Secretary of State for Gov. Eden 
of Maryland, which he took from on 
board a fmall veffel that had been 
fent by Lord Duhmoreto carry them 
to Annapolis. They were in cufto- 
dy of a certain Mr. Rofs, from Fort 
Pitt, ah old offender, arid an aflbciate 
of the infamous Conolly. 

The packet contained three letters. 
The firft, dated Nov. 10, only ferves 
to' announce his Lordfhip's fucceeding 
the Earl of Dartmouth as Secretary 
for the American department. The 
fecond, of Dec. 23. inclofed the a& 
of parliament for feizing American 
property, -and affures him of his Ma- 
jefty*« being determined, in concur- 
rence With his parliament, to purfue 
the moft vigorous meafures for re- 
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And bation of your zeal for the putyk 
fervice,and of the unalterable attach- 
ment you have fhewn to his perfun 
and government, from the firft com-* , 
mencement of the prefent unhappy 
difputes, which have involved ki* 
Majefty's fervants in the colonies in 
difficulties and diflrefles, that are only 
equalled by the fortitude with which 
they are borne. 

* Your letter contains a great deal 
of very ufeful information, andyoo* 
confidential communication ofthe cha- 
racters of individuals, more efpeciaHy 
of fuch as come over into England, 
is of great advantage ; and yon may 
reft aSured, that every poffibk precau- 
tion will be ufed that no part of your 
letter (hall tranfpire. 

* # An armament, confifting of feren 
regiments, with a fleet of frigates and 
fmall fhips, is now in readinefs tor 
proceed to the fouthern colonies, in 
order to attempt the reiteration of 
legal government in that part of Ame- 
rica. It will proceed in the firft place 
to North Carolina, and from thence 
either to South Carolina or Virginia, 
as circumftances of greater or lefs ad* 
vantage fhall point out. If to the 
latter, it may have very important 
confluences to the colony under your 
government ; and therefore you will 



dicing his rebellious fubjecls in North do well to confider of every means by 
America ; and then clofes with the Which you may, in conjunction with 



King's exhortation to the people of 
his government, couched in terms of 
the fame import which we have al- 
ready feen in fundry proclamations 
ftom his governors. The third letter, 
teing more interefting, is as follow : 

t .* Sir* Whitehall, Dec. 25, 1775. 

.«*:!* was not till the 27th of No- 
vember that your difpatch to Lord 
Dartmouth of the 27 th of Auguft was 
veceivedhere, when I had the honour 
of paying it before the King ; and I 
have it irf command from his Majefty, 
t0 j; e%prft6 to youhis Maje%> appro? 



Lord Dunmore, give facility and af- 
fiftance to its operations, J am, Sir, 
your moft obedient and humble fer- 
vant, 

George Germaine.» 
In Committee of Safety at Williamjburgh % 
Afril 18, 1776. 
Ordered, That the circular letter 
from the Secretary of State, lately in- 
tercepted, together with the a& of. 
parliament therein referred to, be 
published. 

John Becklsy, Affift. Clerk, 
(Ci*- 
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v . * Sir,, Whitehall, Dtc* S3, 177 c. 
_ c The King being determined, in 

* incurrence with his parliament, to 
purfue the moft vigorous xneafurejS for 

"reducing his rebellious fubjects in 

. North America to obedience, and ref- 
toring legal government, has given 
the royal afient to the inclofedact, 
which I am commanded by his Ma- 
Jefry to tranfinit to you, and at the 
fame time to iignify to you his Ma- 
Jefly's pleafure that you do exhort all 
perfous, upon whom the execution of 
this law fliall depend, to pay a due at- 
tention thereto,, and to ufe their beft 
endeavours for tarrying the provifions 
of h into effect 3 and I truft that when 
his Majefly's deluded fubjects in the 
aflociated colonies are better apprised 
of the fatal confequences of the con- 
duct they have adopted, and fee the 
determined fpirit of the nation to 
maintain its conflitutional rights, they 
will avail themfelves of the means 
which thejuftice and benevolence of 
the fupreme legiflature have held out 
to them of being reftored to the King's 
grace and peace, and that a happy 
and lafting reconciliation and union 

'"will be effected. And I have, the fa- 

- tisfaclion to acquaint you, that, in 
order to accelerate this defirable ob- 
ject, the proper fteps'have been taken 
for pafling a commuTion under the 
great feal, in conformity to the lalt 
lection but one of that act ; and the 
cpmmiffioner or cqmmiffioners, to, be 
appointed for that purpofe, will l^ave 
jEull power to enquire into the flate 
and condition of the colonies, . and to 
' cfenfer with proper perfons upon fuch 
points as may be neceflary for effec- 
ting a refioratioh of the public tran- 
quility. I am, Sir, your moll obedi- 
ent humble fervant, 

Geo. Gekmaine/ 

In confequence of Lord George 

Germaine's letters to Governor JLden 

being intercepted, General Lee wrote 
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the following ktfe* ( ta Sfcafcti 1-ftMiN 
voyance, Efqs.chairrmaft o£the «omr 
mktee of Baltimore, who on the re* 
ceipt of it, fent Captain Smith, with 40 
minute-men, to fei*e the perfon of 
Governor Eden, and did feize Ids 
failing-boat. Th* committee of ftfetjr 
at Annapolis, and the military aiTem- 
Jbled, there, were highly offended at 
the liberty Mr. Pourvoyance had 
taken in .giving fuch an order, and 
would not allow it to be executed/ 
However, they defred Governor Eden 
to give them his word he would nefri 
leave the province until the meeting 
of the general Convention, which was . 
to be on May 29. They alfo made 
Mr. Pourvoyance give large bail for 
his appearance there at that time, 
when it was fappoied he would be 
reprimanded, and fined. 

' Dear Sir, Williqmjburgb, April 6* , 
. * I know not to whom I can ad-* 
drefs this moft important note, with * 
fo much propriety and a&irance .4f 
fuccefs, as to yourfelf. The crifis 
will not; admit of ceremony and pro- 
craffination, I ihall therefore irregu- 
larly addrefs you in the language of 
one bold, determined citizen to ano- 
ther, and conjure you, as you value 
the liberty and right of the commu-* 
nity, of which you are a member, 
not to lofe a moment $ and. in my- 
name, if my name is of consequence 
enough, to direct the commanding 
officer of your troops at Annapoli$>, 
immediately to feize the per/on *>£ 
Governor Eden. The fin and blame-. 
be on my head, I will anfwer for all *&- 
the Congrefs ; the jullice and necet- 
fity of the meafure will be beft ex^ 

Elained by the packet tranfmittedyW; 
y the Committee of Safety from4^^ 
place. God Almighty give us waft^ 
dom and vigour this day <*f ttiajU/7^ 
Adieu 1 dearSir,yoitf's,moftunicer«iyjri 
* Charges L*|p* 
f To SamuelPouxvoyance,£fc^Chaj^ 
man of the Committee^ Baltimore/ 
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)Villiamjburgh, May 1 4. 

At the beginning of this month Ge- 
neral Lee was intrenched near this 
city, with between four and five 
thoufand men. No account at that 
time was received in Virginia, of Sir 
iPeter Parker's fleet. But on the 10th 
of May advices were brought that the 
fleet was off Cape Fear in North Ca- 
rolina ; upon^ which a detachment of 
' twelve hundred Virginians was order- 
ed to go to affift the Carolinians, in cafe 
"General Clinton (who commanded the 
troops Sir Peter Parker brought) fhould 
attempt to land. 
Cbarhftvwn> South-Carolina, May 12. 

Seventeen fail of tranfports from 
Ireland, with 7 regiments confiding of 
about 5000 men, arrived at Bay If- 
land in Cape Fear river the rft mil. . 
they are in great want of water. Ge- 
neral Armftrong is arrived here from 
Philadelphia. 
Extrad of a letter from an officer of the 

\$th regiment to his fiend here, dated 
• at the camp near Cape Fear, North 

Carolina^May 17th. 

* On the 7 th inft. the 15 th and 
28th regiments landed on a peninfula, 
at the mouth of the river, but the 
enemy not chufing to Ihew them- 
felves, the General after reconnoitring 
the country, reimbarked them, A 
few days after, the 27th and 33d 
regiment went 15 miles up the river,' 
and difpofTeffed the rebels of a poft 
they had at that place called Brunf- 
wick. They took a few prifoners, 
and had' one man killed ; after exe- 
cuting this bufinefs, . they returned to 
the mips with a feafonable fupply of 
20 bullocks. On the 15th inft. the 
ijih, 28th, 33d, 37th, and 54th re- 
giments landed, and encamped near 
a demolished poft oppofite to our ihip- 
j>mg. The 57th is encamped on the 
.oppofite fhore, and the 46th is ftill 
on board. Part of the rebels are 
within two* or three miles of us, but 
their ftrongefl pofti or chief depen- 
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jdence, is at Wilmington, about z& 

rhiles from hence.' 

Subfequent accounts faid, a few 
days after the above date the troops 
re-imbarked. At this time the feafon 
is again ft the troops ailing in the 
fouthern provinces; One regiment 
(the 46th) was very fickly, Owing 
to the climate. And here it is ne- 
ceffary to obferve, that General Howe, 
before he left Halifax, fent a vefTel 
to General Clinton with orders to come 
to the northward and join him. It 
is Angular, that General Clinton had 
no intelligence of the evacuation of 
Bofton ; except what he had obtained 
by chance from an American news- 
paper, , 

The next account from this fleet 
was important. Not receiving Ge** 
neral .Howe's orders to come to th* 
northward, before they left Cape 
Fear, they went to the -foiithward; 
for Charleftown, to make an im- 
preflion there, agreeable to their origi- 
nal orders before they left England. 
Whitehall, Aug. z\ y 1770. 

Captain Hope arrived on Wednes- 
day evening laft from South Carolina 
with difpatches from Commodore Sir 
Peter Parker and Lieutenant-general 
Clinton. 
Extra cl- of a Utter front Sir Peter Par* 

ker to Mr. Stephen, fecretarj of fht 

Admiralty, dated within Charlet 

Town Bar, July 9, 1 7 76. 

* It having been judged advifeable 
to make, air attempt upon Charles 
Town in South Carolina, the fleet 
failed from Cape Fear on the iftof 
June v and on the 4th anchored off 
Charles Town Bar- The 5 th founded 
the Bar, and laid down buoys prepa- 
ratory to the intended entrance of 
the harbour. The 7 th all the fri- 
gates and moft of the tranfports got 
over the Bar "into five fathom hole. 
The 9th General Clinton landed oft 
Long-Ifland with about four or &ve 
hundred men. The 10th the Briftol 

B b jot 
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jrot over the fear with fpme difficulty, evety thing that 
The ijth, gave the Captains ,of the " 
ftpradroirmy arrangement for the at- 
tack of the batteries on Sullivan's 
Ifiand, and the ndxt ; day acquainted 
General. Clinton that the ftups .were 
teady,- The- General fixed on the 
33d for oor joint attack, but the 
Wind^proving unfavourable, prevent- 
ed its taking effect. The 25th, the 
Experiment arrived,, and next day 
came over the bar, when a new ar- 
rangement was made for the attack. 
The 28th, at half an hour after nine 
the morning, informed General 



' Clinton by fignal that I mould go on 
the attack. At half an hour after 

1 ten I made the fignal to weigh ; and 
about a quarter after eleven the Brif- 
*ol, Experiment, Active, and Sble- 

1 itey, brought up againft the fort. — 
Thunder Bomb, covered by the 
Frieudfhip armed veflel, brought the 
♦fialiant Angle of the Eaft Baftion to 
■feearN. W. by N. and Colonel James 
■(who has ever finqe our arrival been 
Tery anxious to. give the beft aflift- 
ance) threw feveral Ihells a little be- 
ibre and during the engagement in a 
very good direction. The Sphynx, 
: Attxon, and Syren were to have been' 
40 the weftward, to prevent fireftiips 
and other Veffels from annoying the 
ihips engaged, to enfilade the works, 
and if the rebels Ihpuld be driven 

.;:4rom them, to cut off their retreat, if 

poflable. This laft fervice was not 

: "performed, owing to the ignorance 

•of the pilot, who run the three frir 

gates aground. The Sphynx and Sy- 

•♦ *en got off in a few hours, but the 
Action remained faft till the next 

, morning, when the captain and offi- 

.-. icers thought proper to fcuttle and fet 

, sher on fire. I ordered a court-mar- 
tial on the captain, officers, and com- 

\psny, and they have been honor- 
, ably acquitted,, Captain Hope made. 

: iiij arjned ihij> as ufcful as hecould 
upon ti$8 occafion,, and he merits 



cart be faid in ft& 
favour. During the time of our being 
a<-breaft,of the fert, ; which w^s near 
ten hours, a brifk "fire was kept up 
by the fhips, with .Intervals, and we 
had the fatisfaction^ after being en- 

faged two hours, to oblige the re- 
els to flacken their fire very much. 
"We drove large parties feveral ; times 
out of the fort, which were replaced 
by others from the main. About 
half an hour after three, a corifider- 
able reinforcement from Mount Plea- 
fant hung a man on a tree at the 
back of the fort, and we imagine that 
the fame party ran away about an 
hour after, for the fort was then to r 
. tally filenced, and evacuated for near 
an hour and a half; but the rebels 
finding that our army could not take 
poffeflion, about fix o'clock a con- 
siderable body of people re-entered 
the fort, and renewed the firing from 
two or three guns, the reft being, I 
fuppofe, difmounted. About nine 
o'clock, it being very dark, great 
part of our ammunition expended, 
the people fatigued, the tide of ebb 
almoft dene, no profpeet from the 
eaftward, and no poffibility of our 
being of any farther fervice, I or- 
dered the fhips to withdraw to their 
former moorings. Their Lordfhips 
will fee plainly by this account, that 
if the troops could have co-operated 
on this attack, his Majefty would 
have been in poffeflion of Sullivan's 
Ifland. But I muff beg leave nere 
to be fully underftood, left it mould 
be imagined that I mean to throw the 
moft diftant reflection on our army ; 
I mould not difcharge my conscience, 
were I not to acknowledge 1 , that fuch, 
was my opinion of his Majefty's 
troops, from . the general down to 
the private foldier, th*t after* I had 
been engaged foxrie hours, and*per- 
ceiving that the ' troops' ' haStf' not 
got a footing on the' nor^h'rad of 
Sullivan's Ifland, I was perfectly fa- 
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brave men without the leaft probabi- 
lity of faccefs ; and this, I am cer- 
tain,, will appear to be the cafe, when 
. Qeneral Clinton reprefents his fitu-r 
, ation. The Briftol had 40 men kil- 
led, and 7 1 wounded ; the Experi- 
ment . 23 killed, and 56 wounded, 
and both of them fuiFered very much 

. in their hulls, niafls and rigging ; the 
Active had Lieutenant Pike killed, 
' and.o\ men wounded ; and the Sole- 
Day $ men wounded. Not one man 
who was quartered in the beginning 
of the action on the Briftol's quarter- 
deck efcaped being killed or wound- 

; cd. Captain Morris loft his right 
arm, and received other wounds, and 

. is fince dead ; the mafter is wounded 
in his right arm, but will recover the 
ufe of it : I received feveral contu- 
fions at different times, but as none 
of them are on ar.y part where the 
leaft danger can be apprehended, 
they are not worth mentioning. — 
lieutenants Caulfield, Molloy, and 
Nugent, were the Lieutenants of the 
Briftol in the action ; they behaved Co 
remarkably well, that it is impoffible 
to fay to whom the preference is due ; 

' and lo indeed of all the petty officers, 

. ihlp's company, and volunteers. At 
the head of the latter I muft place 
3L*ord William. Campbell, who was fa 
condescending as to accept of the 
direction of fome guns on the lowen 

t gun-deck. His Lordfhip received a 
contufion on his left fide, but I have 
. ; the happinefs to inform their Lord* 

, Jhips that it has not proved of much 
xonfequence. Captain Scott, of the 
Experiment, loft his arm, and is 

t otherwife fo much wounded,, that I 
] fear he will not recover. I cannot 

1 conclude this letter without remark- 

, ing, that when it was known that we* 

had many men too weak to come to- 

quartets, aimoil ^11 the fcamea he- 



g;aged in. I accepted of upwardi of 
fifty to fnpply the place of ounfickv 
The mailers of many of the tfraaf- 
ports attended with their boats ; t*ut 
particular thanks iare due to Air. 
Chambers, the mailer of the -M*r^ 
cury. : :\ j 

All the regiments will be eniba^c- 
ed in a few days,' The firft brigade, 
confifting of four regiments, will ^il 
in *a day or two, under convoy for 
NewiYork ; and the Briftol and Ex* 
periment will, T hope, foon follow 
with the remainder. 

Sir Peter Parker's fquadron cen- 
fifted of the following mips and 
veJTels' : 

Ships, &c. Guns Cojnmodort 
i Sir Peter Parker, 
5 \ Cap, John Morris 
50 Alexander Scott* 



Briftol - 



28 
28 
2* 



Experiment 

Adtive - 
Solebay - '< 
Actaeon - - 
Syren - • 
Spynx - 
Friendfhip ] 
armed veffel. J zz 
Ranger Sloop & 
Thunder Bomb & 
St. Lawrence J 
Schooner. J 
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Will. Williams. 
Tha. -Symonds. 
ChrinV Atkins. 
Tob> Furneaax. 
Anthony-Hunt. 

Charles Hope, 

Roger Wills.- 
James Reid*:- 
Lieutenant johit 
Graces. 

Whitehall, Juptft 23, 
It appears, by Lieutenant-General 
Clinton's letter to Lord George Ger-f 
main, dated July 8, 1776, from the 
camp of Lohg-Ifland, Province of 
South Carolina, that Sir Peter Par- 
ker and the General having received 
intelligence that the fortrefs erected 
by the rebels on Sullivan's Iflan'd (the 
key to Charles-Town harbour) was 
in an imperfect and unfinished ftate, 
refolved to attempt the reduction 
thereof by a coup de main ; and 
in* or4er that the army might co-opc 
Jbz rate 
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ntc with the fleet, the General land- 
ed is -troops on Long-Ifland, which 
had been repre/ebted to him as com- 
jxftmkatingwith Sullivan's Ifland by 
a<-fo*d-pa£&ble at low water; but 
that 'he, to his very great mortifica-: 
tiofi,' found that the channel, which. 
wM reported to have been eighteen, 
inches deep at low water, t,o be {even 
feet deep; which circumftance .renj 
dered it impoffiWe for the army to 
give that afliftarice tp the fleet in the 
attack made upon the fortrefs that 
the General intended, and which he_, 
and the troops under his command, 
ardently wHhed to do. . [Gazette.] 
[Other accounts gave the following 
further particulars. The Briftol was fo 
exceedingly fhattercd, it was xioubtfuj 
whether, me could go to New-York^ 
About iix hundred of the troops we«t 
landed upon Long-Ifland ; a very 
unhealthy fpot> a fandy'defert ; they 
were expofed to a very hot fun, and 
tormented with the mufquettoes. It 
is extraordinary they were- fo many 
days upon, the if] and, and did not 
know whether the water was ford- 
able to Sullivan's Ifland 1 Upon that 
part of Sullivan's Ifland next to Long- 
Ifland, the Provincials had lines, 
which, upon the troops landing, they 
abandoned, and retired to an emir 
nence, where they threw up freib 
lines. The .fpace from thefe new 
lines to thewater's edge became a fort 
of glacis, which they could com- 
mand at pleafure- The troops hav- 
ing but few boats, only a few men 
at once could be conveyed to kong- 
Ifland, who muft have been cut to 
pieces before they could be fupported. 
The -Provincials were commanded by 
General Lee* This officer permitted 
the feips- to work up, and to take 
their ftat}ons again# the batteries, be- 
fore he fired a fingle fliot. And 
whei- they had taken their Rations, 
ne<iire&ed his principal fire againft 
the 'Uriftol and Experiment, be T 



kg the' Jacgtft flip*; ^e frigate** 

were mot, ragch regarded, Puriij: 
the.fhort time, that the batteries -ware^ 
£lenced, a body of: the -troops wcwm 
put into flat-bottomed boats, to be t 
landed upon Sullivan's, Iflaad \ but \ 
the General nop waking a fignal for:. 
their landing* they were not, landed* 
It has been fu^ppfedthat the batteries 
ceafing to fire, wa* a feint fca feike* 
the General to land. Whatever was, > 
the eaufe^ it is obvioss from the ae* 
count givea by the miniitey, that 
there was not a good underiianding 
between Sir P. P, aad General C; • 
And it has been further fuppofed* 
that the Experiment brought Gette* 
ral Howe's order* to come to the 
northward; but probably not brings ;i 
ing fimilar orders from Lord ShukU - 
ham for* hir Peter Parker, the latter ;': 
might apprehend he ihould not follow : 
the local General's otder?, if . they > 
claflied wit£ thofe he received from, i 
England. When the affair was overi, > 
General Lee politely fent te General .■> 
Clinton, a preient of frejh* meat »i 
and vegetables, which was accepted, 
July .16 the fleet were almoft reader to •'< 
fail for New York.] . 1 

ji genuine letter from , dated St. 

Charles (near St. John's, in Canada} 
the i^d of June, I776. • 

Our paffage from England wa* : 
rather long but very good weajther, < 
When the Englifli and Irifti tranf^ ^3 
ports joined, they were upwards of-;* 
80 fail j I loft company with, them ili-r\ 
a fog before we made NewfouadH V 
land ; in confequence of this I madf^tO 
the matter carry all the fail he, could, rj\ 
and make the beft of his way foU:.^ 
Quebec, by which means we were the ^ 
firit fhijp that pafled Quebec* I fey., 
paiied it, becaufe we did nefc: ftpp i 
there, as I was informed that Qeaei. d 
ral Carlcton was in purfuit of the rft» • ■ « 
bels, about 50 miles above Qgsbsc 
we met General Caxle,tQngping.dowa - 

ti* 
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the -river. He fttrt r oii ijoftr^ 6f me, 
ao*L dire&ed me to gd on to Trois 
Rivieres, whetfe we Anchored the 3d 
inft. The troops that. were on board 
many of the fhipe, that could not 
gat up the river, were Ordered to 
dtiembark, and march up by land ; 
and as the {hips with regiments 'had 
feparated, fome of them were 60 
leagues aftem of the others, there- 
fore they got to Trois Rivieres, t>y 
one, two, or three companies of a 
corps. 1 We continued to encreafe by 
thp 8th inft. I -believe to the amount 
of two thoufand men. 

Colonel Fraser being the fenior 
pfi«r,fome of the tranfports from 
which the troops had difembarked, 
being arrived at the Trois Rivieres, 
the 6th he ordered them to embark, 
to make room for others, which they 
did on the 7th* At half paft three 
the next morniug* I was much fur- 
prifed to hear colonel Frazer hail me, 
pn<J beg* for God's fake, I would 
ferttl what artillery on fhore I pofli- 
bly could, affuring me the rebels 
were within a mile of the town, to 
thet .amount of two or three thoufand. 
I could fcarce believe it. However, 
as I had two fix plunders mounted on 
the deck, with 80 rounds of cafe and 
round fliot, I had them on fhpre in. 
Jefs than twenty minutes ; I fent 
lieutenant Cox with one to take poft 
in Great Road leading into the town 
to the northward, and went myfelf 
jjyitk the Other, and took poft on the 
great poad to the weftard. 'As Capf, 
Walker-had only arrived the day be- 
fore, he could not be'ready foon, I 
fent* to him, and he had three fix 
pounders on more much fooner than 
1 could expeft. By five in the morn- 
ing, jnoft of the infantry had diiem- 
barktdand formed ; lieutenant Dun- 
bar, - who- arrived the night before, 
was ordered to take poft on the right 
of tfc#&»d regiment, and .fome other 
trooffc tbftt were formed near a wood, 
and* mill in front, with two graft- 



hoppers (which 1 hope never to fce 

any more, with rifle or three pQUtKlQfis 
but in the hands of the xeheKoruatu 
Woolwich).. The rebels ehdeavo^c*- 
to form at the hill, not three ^quar^eiis $ 
of a mile from d*e town ; c$L A*\ 
ftrather of the the 6id regiment, fef& -, 
me word to beg, that I would bring 
up a fix pounder or two, which J didV } 
By that time col. St, Leger was the 
fenior officer. I requefted of him to ; 
incline with a part of his line, to the; 
right, and a part to the left, in order 
that I might fire on,the. mill, and into 
woods where the rebels were, and. , 
bring off thegrafs-hoppersj this he 
readily granted. After the bufmefs 
was done there, I begged that he 
would permit me to go on the main , 
rood, and to let the 624 regiment 
with Col. Anftruther to cover me, this 
he granted. Soon after Col, Frazer .. 
with fome troops joined u$« He at 
firft ordered the grenadiers and i»ght 
infantry to lead, but at my request 
he permitted me to take the lead 
with two fix pounders, by whicb 
means we kept, the rebels marching. 
through a marfh thirteen miles long, 
in a parallel line with us and the 
woods. They wanted .to get injq 
the main road,- but our guiis alwar* 
kept them in cover. We took Gene- , 
ral Thompfon, Col, Irwin, their aid de . 
camps, and I know, not what number .. 
of them prifoners. We lay on our. 
arms all night, The next day Gene- , 
rals Carlcton, Burgoyue and Philips 
joined us from Quebec. We returned 
to Trois Rivieres, for what. reafrn I . 
know not. I am tired,, and what fol- 
lows is a copy of my journal fro**;, 
the 10th inft. 

June the 10th, employed in re-Hup- - 
ping the guns and ftore$. jith, 1 3th, 
employed in a]l t^e ordijaiK* Iranf- 
ports, in over-hauling tfee mips, holds, 
to get at fome fix pounders** to haw; - 
ready hoifted, .to £e,nd at the fliortqft 
notice. '..'.'. 
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,. *3&* Silled at 7 in the morning, 

Sf&tk the fleet from Trois- Rivieres, 

randift the owning were obliged to 

t^o&cr about a nule to the eaft of 

Nkholet- 

14th, Early in the morning got 
finder fail, to the amount of 60 fall, 
;got over the Lake St, Peter's by {be 
m the evening, and between nine and 
ten got within a mile of Sorell. The 
man of war was thefirft fhip, and the 
tranfport t was in the fecond. The 
/fleet anchored, and the grenadiers 
. and light infantry landed. 

15 th, I landed by four in the morn- 
ing at Sorell, with five light fix 
. pounders, and eighty rounds for each 
gun, and about twelve o'clock fent 
/or another fix pounder. Sent Capt. 
.Lieutenant Mkchelfon, with the light 
infantry and grenadiers, two fix 
.pounders, two lieutenants, and 28 
men. — About two o'clock, compleated 
Captain Curtis's brigade, of four 
light fix pounders, two lieutenants, 
and 48 men, and fent him under the 
command of Col. Mackenzie, with 
part of the 31ft, 9th, and part of fome 
other regiments, to the amount of 
4 or 500 j the rebels left this place 
yefterday at^bout one o'clock. All 
their guns and ftores were fent up 
the Sorell in batteaus, fomc 24 poun- 
ders, and 1 8 pounders. One battery 
to the eaft of Sorell, compleated for 
ten guns, and one to the well, finifh- 
ed for eight guns ; three they ha4 
thrown up, with many works Hock- 
aded and lines. They certainly in- 
: tended at fcft to make a ftand here ; 
> but on our approach, they did not 
tout-hold. 

1 6th and 17th, Lay wind bound at 
:Sareil. 

i$th, Difcmbarked at four in the 
morning, with two fix pounders* and 
-■ 14 men,. 90 rounds, per gun, landed 
:, about a mile above Sorell, and 
marched by land to St. Tower ; gotin 
by five in the evening, distance ten 
miles. 



19th, Left St. Tower byfbnrla 
the morning, marched through Coit 
de Care, halted atVersfearj; to'VeV 
roone in the afternoon, di^knee 24 
miles. , , 

20th, Left Veroone— went thrp> 
Bafhelviel and arrived atLonguell, 
12 miles. 

2 lit. Marched to ChamWay with 
6 pieces of cannon, 18 miles. 

22d, Marched to St. Charles, i% 
^niles, / 

The King of Pniflia, when he ha* 
been on the brink of ruin, never 
planned better than what the rebel* 
did, by endeavouring to furprize the 
troops and bar the Ihipping at "the 
Three Rivers. Nothing but the^x 
pounders prevented their fuoceeding, 
nay had they not loft their road, they 
would have been an hour fponer, and 
muft have carried their point. 

They have burnt St. John's, Cham-r 
blee, four fchooners and a number of 
batteaus, &c. We have found about 
29. of their guns, and I was furprifed 
to find a 32 pounder in the river near 
Chamblee Fort. Our troops are 
moftly between this and St. Jphn's, 
end the Generals fay, we fliall not be 
able to move for three weeks, I fay 
fix at leaft.' 

Another private account from the 
fame place, of good authority, men-* 
tions the following particulars. 

We are well informed, that during 
the fiege of Quebec, the Provincials 
never had above 2700 men in Canada 
at one time. When the affair at 
Bofton was over, General Thorapifbn, 
about the latter end of Apri! 4 was fent 
to Canada with 3000 of thofe men, 
who had been employed before Bofton 
all the winter, and were reckoned 
good foldiers. Had thefe, or the lame 
number of other good foldiers been 
fent at firft,. Quebec and all Qaijada, 
muft have been taken. 

The Congrefs have fent General 

Sullivan to Grown Point, with fix re* 

giment9<4 
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pments ; fo that there is not a doubt there, and if he can get infbrmatio* 



of their intention to make their Hand 
againft the Generals Carleton and 

"Biifgbyne. r 'The. Provincials have got 

*Qtee armed veffels on the lake, which 

'$hey took Iaft year; and it is reported, 
that they have* built two more. Go- 

t vernor Browne, taken by Common 
ijore Hopkins at Providence, keeps 

1 compauy with his brother-Governor, 
Skene, at Hertford, in Connecticut. 
With Dr. Franklin," who was here a 
little while ago, came Charles Carroll, 
Efq; a Roman Catholic gentleman 
of large property" in the province of 
Maryland, whom the Congrefs in- 
tended to have made Governor of 
Canada, if their forces had taken 
Quebec. * 

Philadelphia, May 20 . 
^Bxtracl of a letter to tbcCongrefs, dated 
Montreal, May 10, 1776. 
' * Sir, 

c By Colonel Campbell, who ar- 
rived here early thrs morning from 
Quebec, we are informed, that two 
men of war, two frigates and one 

- tender, arrived there early on Mon- 
day the fixth inftanu About eleven 
o'clock the enemy fallied out, to the 

': .number as . is fuppofed of one thou- 
fand men. Our forces were fo dif- 
perfed at different parts, that not 
more than two hundred could be 
.collected together at head-quarters. 

* This fmall force couli not refill the 
" enemy. All our cannon, five, hun- 
dred mufquets, and about two hun- 
dred fick> unable to come off, have 
fallen into their hands. The retreat 

* was made with the utmoft precipita- 
tion and confufion. However, Col. 
Campbell informs us, that he ima- 

Zi gines we have loft very few men, ex- 

M cept the fick above mentioned. 
nf, * ! '"* General Thomas was laft Tuef- 
^ J 4ay evening at Dechambeau. At a 
^'Tdmmcil of war, it'was determined to 
*'- t M Ktfeat to the mouth of the SorelL 
* Ttis <iay General Arnold goes down 

f^'.^l ; . * . 



of the enemy's real ftrength, and it 
mould be found inconfiderable, per- 
haps a council of war, ea reconfide- 
ration, may think proper to* march 
the army back to Dechambeaa, which 
is now ftrengthened by Colonels 
Greaton's, BurrePs and Sinclair's re-~ 
giments. Befides the ' above tones, 
one batteau loaded with powder, fup- 
pofed to contain thirty barrels, and 
an armed veffel, which the crew were 
obliged to abandon, were intercepted 
by one of the enemies frigates. 

Publifhed by order of Congrefi, 
Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

New-Tori, May 23. By an exprefs 
from our army in' Canada, who left 
it the 9th inft. at Point D&hambeaa, 
about 60 miles above Quebec, we are 
informed of the following further par* 
ticulara relating to v the fituation 6f our 
affairs in Canada, viz. That the 
fmall-pox being in our army at Que- 
bec, occafloned fomany of them to.ke 
fick, and the reft difperfed at differ- 
ent pofts for the conveniency of quar- 
ters, fo that there were but about 200 
effective men at head-quarters, where 
there was no intrenchment ; nor breaft- 
work, nor proper tools to erect any, 
and but about fix days proviiions: 
That at a council of War it was de- 
termined to leave the place in two or 
three days ; and that General W00A 
ter, with his own baggage^ Captaia 
Mott, and many others, had fetoutoa 
the return a day or tw« before the 
enemy's fliips and veffels (faid to be 
feven in all) appeared in fight. That 
it was fuppofed General Carleton had 
notice by fpies or deferters of the re- 
folution to abandon the fiege, and 
the fituation of our camp ; and on 
that information, concluded on the 
fally, which was made on the 6th 
(the fame morning the (hips came up) 
with about 1200 * men and 6 field* 
r pieces. That fey the drefs of the 
men, they were feppofed, -not to be 

re* 
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regulars, but the people from the 
town; that on 1$e uriexpe&ed ap- 
pearance of the /hips' and this force, 
<»f peof&fjidued the place with pre- 
ciftttatiorf airfftmruuon, leaving their 
proton, baggage, cannon, about 2oC 
fick, and efrery thing effe behind 
them/ That the cannon coniifted Of 
two 24 pounders; two 12 pounders, 
feveral 6 and 4 pounders, ibmemor* 
tars, cohorns, howitzers, all of bTafs 1| , 
With Tome iron pieces, of various fizes ; 
that k was thought that 100 of the 
fick went off with the fmall-pox on 
them, and that they were generally 
tjfe- better for going out ; alfo that 
xndnVofonr people from the oat-pofts 
cftraped and got together ; that there 
was no firing on either ltde, but that as 
our people, proceeded up theriver on 
fhore, the men of war followed, till 
hear the Point de Chambeau, where 
'our people made a ftand, and the 
mips went down the riven. That on 
account of the fcarcity of provifions, 
and to avoid ficknefs, General Tho- 
mas kept with him but about 500 
ihen, intending to proceed up or 
down, according to his ftrength and 
accommodations ; and that the Cana- 
dians in general were well difpofed in 
our favour. Great numbers of our 
troops, with provifions, ammunition, 
Vfec. were on the way, having been 
irtarded by the badnefs of the roads, 
which had been for fome time im- 
jpaflable, and prevented the arrival 
©f recruits and neceflaries; but that 
a powerful army well appointed and 
provided^ will this campaign pro- 
bably retrieve our affairs, ana crown 
oar important enterprise in that coun- 
try with fecefs. 

Halifax; July nv A fetter of the 
'fBth'bf June, * froni " a gentleman in 
Quebec, tohis friend in Halifax, fays, 
••The enemy by the laft accounts, 
jwere at Sbrell ■;' Generals Carleton , 
J&urgoyne and' " Philips*, failed from 
Three- Rivers- on '^thurfdayor Friday 
\a£t, with 6000 troops- after them, 
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and it is probafcfc were with them J 
five or fix hours afteV ; pAor to wit 
a body of therh Cag$;|^ &T* 
about 9 miles a^oW'Tnri. 
with a defign to^&it Whu¥$ 
poit at Pomt au LaK^lSt k$a 
of their intention getting to 
Rivers before them, the 29th 
47th regiments with volunteers, 
cdved them, and totally defeated that 
party < by taking their leader, Gene^ 
ral Thompfon, his aid de camps, 
colonels and other officers, and about 
400 of their men (fome fay only 30c) 
the others were killed or forced mtd 
the woods; we had only t#6* meft 
killed and 1 c wounded ; prior to that 
another discomfiture befel them at 
the Cedars, a place above Montreal 1 . 
Captain Fofter of the 18th regiment," 
with a company of the light infantry,, 
fome favages and volunteers, toolc 
and killed about 480 of them j I 
cannot fay about our lofs there, but if 
any, it was very inconfiderable. Since' 
they retreated from thefe walls, a<£' 
verfity has been their conftant conii', 
panion, andirideed here, they have ^ 
loft many by gun and licknefs."/ _f~ .^. 

Price and Haywood, your old cor^ 
refpondents, have been very adtiVt?* 
with them through the winter, but' 
when the news got to Montreal (where, 
they were) of the retreat of the 6'rifif 
ultimo, they with fome more of thi"? 
fame ftamp, went away over the lakei^ 
leaving unpaid in this province' 
jo,ocoI. of debts, mOftly for prov?^ 
fions, &c. for which they had coH«4 
traded in fupplylng our vifitof s. S?^?j 

An exprefs' arrived this "moramV 
from General Carleton, fays, thP 
rebels evacuated Sorell on Friday, afJC 
on Saturday evening, they in' as mufcfi! 
hafte returned from the city of Mtixp 
treal; perhaps thev may ftand" a lit* 
tie at the Fort or* St. John's, but 
that will prove bad 'to'thethV Iiijt 
now faid thxy" have left their* 'oiw 
nance and fome batteaUS at"S*f#ttjf 
laden with provUions. ?. . . . 

* ' Cbarlejlrw*, 
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§lhrlej}<nyn s South. Qarohnat May l . 
in General jAmb^ April II, 1776. 
"Ordered, That the fpeech this day 
delivered to both houfes, by, his Ex- 
cellency the president and commander 
in chief of this colony, be forthwith 
printed and made public,, as well in 
the news-papers as otherwife. 
By order of the houfe, 
Peter Timothy, CI. G. A. 
Honourable Gentlemen of the LegiJIati'Ve 

Council* 
Mr* Speaker j and Gentlemen of the G*- 
neral Affembly* 
It has afforded me much fatisfac- 
tidn to obferve, that though the feafon 
of the year rendered your fitting very 
inconvenient; your private concerns, 
which mull have fufrered greatly by 
your long and clofe application in the 
late Congrefs to the affairs of this 
colony, requiring your prefence in the 
country ; yet continuing to prefer the 
public weal to eafc and retirement, 
you have been bufily engaged in fram- 
ing fuch laws, as our peculiar circum- 
ftances rendered abfolutely necefTary 
to be paned before your adjournment. 
Having given my aflent to. them, I 
prefume you are now defirous of a re- 
ttreis. 

7 On my part, a moft folemn oath 
has been taken for the faithful dis- 
charge of my dut£ ; on yours, a fo- 
lemn aflurance has been given to fup- 
pprt me therein. Thus, a public 
^ compact between us ftands recorded. 
'Ypu.may reft aiTured, that I fhall 
keep this oath ever in mind — the 
Qonftitution fhall be the invariable 
rfcle of my condu&^my ears fhall be 
always open to the complaints of the 
injured, jultice in mercy, fhall neither 
be denied, or delayed — Our laws and 
riljgion, and the liberties of America, 
ma$ be maintained and defended, to 
utmoft of my power. I repofe 
mpft perfect confidence in your 
engagement* 



*■ 
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And now, Gende*nec$ Jet tnt ftw 
treat, that you will, in your<, feverai 
parifhes and diflri&s, ufe your influ*. 
ence and authority to keep peace and : 
£ood order, and procure flri& obfcr- 
yance of, and ready obedience to the.' 
law. . If any perfbns therein are ftilr 
Grangers to the nature .and merits of 
the difpute between Great Britain and 
the Colonies, you will explain it to. 
them fully, and teach them, if they 
are fo. unfortunate as not to know their, 
inherent rights. Prove to them, that, 
the privileges of being tried by a jury, 
of the vicinage, acquainted with the ; 
parties, and witnefTes ; of being taxed 
only with their own confent, given by: 
their reprefentatives, freely chofen by*' 
and fharing the burthen equally with 
themfelves, not for the aggrandizing 
a rapacious minifter, and nis depen-* 
dant favorites, and for corrupting the 
people, and fubverting their liberties* 
but for fuch wife and falutary pur- 
pofes, as they themferves approve : 
and of having their internal polity re- 
gulated, only by laws contented to 
by competent judges of what -is bed 
adapted to their fituation and circum- 
ftances, equally bound too by thofe 
laws, are inefiimable, and derived 
from that conftitution, .which is the 
birthright of the pooreft man, and the 
beft inheritance of the moll wealthy. 
Relate to them the various, unjuft and 
cruel ftatutes, which the Britifh par* 
Hament claiming a right to make law$^ 
for binding the Colonies in all cafes 
whatfoeyer, have enacted, and the. 
many fanguinary meafures, whiclj 
have been, and are daily purfued anc|, 
threatened, to wreft from them thofe : 
invaluable benefits, and to enforce 
fuch an unlimited and defiruclive 
claim. To the moft illiterate if muft 
appear, that no power on earth cari^ 
of right, deprive them of the hardly, 
earned fruits ofc their honeft lndufiry, 
toil and labour— even to them, the 

C c iqipioua, 
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im£«Wfe attempt, t6 prevent many 
thoufands from ufing the means of 
fubfiftance provided for man by the 
bounty of his Creator, and to compel 
them by famine, to furrender their 
lights, will feem to call for Divine 
Vengeance. The endeavours by de- 
ceit tmd and bribery, to engage bar- 
barous nations to^mbrue their hands 
hi the innocent blood ofhelplefs wo- 
men and children, and the attempts 
by fair but falfe promifes, to make 
ignorant domeftics fubfervient to the 
moft wicked purpofes, ar« a£b, at 
which humanity muft revolt. 

Shew your conftituents, then, the 
indifpenfablenecefflty which there was 
for eftablifhing fome mode of govern- 
ment in this colony ; the benefits of 
that, which a full and free reprefenta- 
tion has eflablifhed ; and that the 
Ctmfent of the people is the origin, 
»nd their happinefs the end of go- 
vernment. Remove the apprehen- 
sions with which honeft and well- 
meaning, but weak and credulous 
minds, may be alarmed ; and prevent 
ill impreffions by artful and defigning 
enemies. Let it be known, that this 
conftitution is but temporary, till an 
accommodation of the unhappy dif- 
ferences between Great-Britain and 
America can be obtained ; and that 
fuch an event is (till defired, by men 
who yet remember former friendihips 
and intiniate connections, though, 
for defending their perfons and pro- 
perties they are ftigmatized and treat- 
ed as rebels. 

'' Truth, being known, will prevail 
Over artifice and mifreprefentation— 
conviction muft follow its difcovery* 
In fuch cafe, no man, who is worthy 
: of life, liberty, or property, will, or 
can, refufe to join with you, in de- 
fending them to the lalt extremity, 
difdaining every fordid view, and the 
'mean paltry confederations of private 
, ^intereft and prefent emolument, when 
^plaGed in competition with the liber- 



ties of nritliofis ; an'4 feeing thattfceTfc 
is no alternative but abfdlute uncondi- 
tional fubmiffion, find the moft abj eel 
flavery, or a defence becoming men 
born to freedom, he will not hfcfitate 
about the choice. Although fuperiot 
force may, by the permifllon of hea- 
ven, lay Wafte oar towns, and ravage* 
our country, it can never eradicate, 
from the breafis of freemen, thofe 
principles which are ingrafted in their 
very nature- Such men will do their 
daty, neither knowing, nor regarding 
cemfequences ; but fubmitting theirt, 
with humble confidence, to the om- 
hifcient and omnipotent arbiter and 
director of the fate of empires, and 
trufting that his Almighty arm, which 
has been fo fignally ftretched out for 
our defence, will deliver them in a 
righteous caufe. 

The eyes of Europe, nay of the 
whole world, are on America. The 
eyes of every*other colony are on this, 
a colony, whofe reputation for gene- 
rofity and magnanimity, is univerfally 
acknowledged. I truft, therefore, it 
will not be diminifhed by our future 
Conduct ; that there will be no civil 
difedrd here ; and that the only ftrife 
amongft brethren will be, who fhall 
do moft to ferve and to feve an op- 
prefled and injured country. 
April ii. 1776. Joh*i Rutledce- 
To his Excellency John Rutledge, £/f$ 
prejtdent and commander in chief in 
and o<verthe colony of South- Carolina* 
The addrefs of the Legiflative Council 
and General Aflembjy. 
May it pLafe your Excellency, 
WE the Legiflative Council au4 
.General AiTembJy of South- Carolina, 
convened under the authority of the 
equitable conftitution of government 
eftablifiied by a free people in Con- 
grefs, on the 26th 1 ult. beg leave mgft 
refpectfully to addrefs, your Excel- 
lency. .,..*. 
Nothing is better known to' your 
Excellency than the unavoidable ne- 

ceffity 
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ccffity .vrtnch inckced us,, as members 
of Congrefs, on ; the part of the people, 
tp refume the powers of government, 
and to eftablifh fbme mode for regu- 
lating the internal polity of this co« 
lony ; and, as members of the Le- 
gislative Council and General Af- 
fembly, to veil you, for a time li- 
mited, with the executive authority. 
Such conftitutional proceedings, on 
our part, we make no doabt will be 
mifconftrued into acts of the £reateft 
Criminality, by that defpotifm, which, 
loft to all fenfe of juftice and huma- 
nity, has already pretended that we 
are in actual rebellion. But, Sir, 
when we reflect upon the unprovoked, 
cruel, and accumulated oppreffions, 
under which America in general, and 
this colony -in particular, has long 
continued ; oppreffions which, gra- 
dually increafing in injuftice and vio- 
lence, are now, by the inexorable ty- 
ranny perpetrated againft the United 
Colonies, under the various forms of 
robbery , con flagration s , m aftacre, 
breach of public faith, and open war; 
confeious of onr natural and unalien- 
able rights, and determined to make 
every effort in our power to retain 
them, we fee your Excellency's eleva- 
tion from the midfl of us, to govern 
this country, as the natural confe- 
quence of fuch outrages. 

By the fuffrages of a free people 
you, Sir, have been chofen to hold the 
reins of government, an event as ho- 
nourable to yourfelf as beneficial to 
the public. We firmly truft that you 
will make the conftitution the great 
.rule of your conduct: and, in the 
"moft folemn manner, we do afUire 
your excellency, that in the difcharge 
of your duties, under that conftitution 
which looks forward to an accommo- 
dation with Great-Britain (an event 
*vhich, though traduced and tre'ated 
"as rebels, we flill earneftly defire) 
we will fupport you with pur lives and 
' fortunes. 
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In the Legislative CoimciU tbe-$4l 

day of April, 1776.* r 

Geo. Gabriel Pqwelt,, fp^aker. 
In the General Aflembly, the 3d 
. day of April, 1776. 
By order of the houfe, 

Jambs Parsons, fpeaketf 
His Excellency's dnjhver* 
Honourable gentlemen of the Legi/lative 
Council, Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen 
of the General Jffembly. 
My moft cordial thanks are due, 
and I requeft that you will accept 
them, for this folemn engagement 
of fupport, in difcharging the duty 
of the honourable ftation, to which, 
by your, favour, I have been eltc"led. ' 
Be perfuaded, that no man would 
embrace a juft and equitable accom- 
modation with Great-Britain more 
gladly than myfelf ; but, until fo de- 
ferable an object can be obtained, the 
defence of my country, and preferv*- 
tion of that conftitution, which, from 
a perfect knowledge of the rights, and 
a laudable regard to the happinefs of 
the people you have fo wifely framed, 
fhall engrofs my whole attention. 

To this country I owe all tha is 
dear and valuahle, and would, with 
the ,greateft pleafure, facrifice every 
temporal felicity to eftabtilh and per- 
petuate her freedom. 

J. Rutledck. 
In General djembly, April 6 , ] 776. 
Ordered, That the following re- 
folutions be forthwith printed and 
made public. 

By order of the hon&, 
Peter Timothy, CL G. A. 
Whereas the honourable the Con- 
tinental Congrefs hath refolved, * that 

* in the preient fituation of affairs it 
f will be very dangerous to the liber- 

* ties and welfare of America, if any 

* colony mould feparately petition the 

* King or either houfe of parliament.' 
And whereas no ftep fhould be left 
uneffayed to promote the general wel- 
fare : and whereas the fending com- 

C c % miinonert 
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mWjdriettf from Ereatif Britain to treat ' 
with the dSferent tolbnies, is danger^ 
ouVto'theftabiKty -of the liberties of 
America ;■ therefor* 

'Rbfotved, That it is the opinion 
of this hnufe,that no meafuresihooido 
be left uneffayed to eftablifh the liber- 
Ities cf America, and to place thenr 
a? far as may be, out of the reach of 
fraudulent fchemea to fubvert them by 
negociation ; and that this colony 
fhoold not enter into any treaty or 
corrcfpondence with the court of Great- 
Britain, or with any perfon or perfons 
under that authority, but through the 
medium of the Continental Congrefs. 
Rcfolved ajfo, TJiat it is the opi- 
nion of this hogfe, that if any perfon 
or perions fent from Great-Britain to 
ti?at with the feveral colonies, mail 
arrive in this colony by water, fuch 
perfon or perfons, and their retinue 
cr company; mould not, upon any 
pretence be allowed to land, or to re- 
main in the colony longer than forty- 
eight nours, wind and weather per- 
mitting ; "of, jvhile io remaining, to 
hold any ^mmunication with any 
perfon in this colony, but through his 
excellency the prefident ; and if any 
fuch perfons {hall arrive by land, they 
mould be forthwith cfcorted out of 
jhe colony, and not permitted to hold 
conference yvhh any perfon not for 
tVat..purpofe authorized by the prefi- 
dent, ^nd thap for the mere purpoie pf 
accommodation. 
Gharleftoyvfti South Carolina, April 3, 

':.'. On Thurfday Jaft the new con- 
ftjtution, agreed on by our Congrefs, 
by theuppointmeot of the Continental 
Cwagrefi,; * to ierve for regulating thje 
infernal polity of th s< colony, until an 
accommodation of the unhappy dif- 
jferenees, between; Great-Britain and 
Amcrjcar can be obtained, an event 
whkh is earneftly defired/ was pub- 
Ji#ed fcere . in ( due form. A detach- 
pieat of the Provincial regiment of 
aru&eryj and'the CharleftoWn militia*; 
were ijrawn up in Broad-ftreet from, 



the State-noofi£ &^tfir*Ex&ange, 
where the confKtttpionVwa^ read^n^T 
the commiffionsof John Rutledge, E% 
prefident, and; commander in^hicf, 
and Henry Laurens,Eftj;vice^preiident 
of thecolony, were proclaimed, amidft 
the fhouts of the numerous ipcclatob, 
firing of field-pieces, and the cannon 
on board the Provincial armed veflels. 

On Friday the aad ulu Captain 
Tnrpin, in the Provincial armed bri- 
gantine Comet, of 18 guns, retook the 
floop Hetty, of this.port, which Capt.;. 
Tollemache feized oiF this bar in De- 
cember Iauv Her name was changed 
to the General Clinton ; flie had feme 
cohorns and fwivels, with twelve men 
on board, and ferved as a tender $p„ 
the Falcon man of war. A hard gale 
feparated Captain Turpin from, iiis/ f 
prize; the former arrived here on . 
Sunday fc'nnight, and the latter with , 
Captain Turts, on Saturday laih 

A letter from Wilmington, datetJ. 
the 24th of laft month, mentions, tha£ 
General Clinton had failed from Cap£. 
Fear. _ • ~{ 

We hear that the brigantine Geor* . 
gia packet, Capt.-Pprmer, from Pj)i^. 
ladelphia for, Savanna^, with a cargo, 
of flour, &c. has been $aken by the T 
men of war at Cockfpur$ and a flo;»p. 
.from this port for New-York, ani. 
another from George town for Salem, ., 
have been taken by thofe on thp 
North- Carolina ilation. 

We hear from Savannah, thafc * 
party^ in which were fomc Indian^ 
lately went to Tybee ifland, where . 
they took thirteen negroes and fom,e : 
other prifoners, and (tilled three t or , 
four marines. ^-, (IJ ^ 

In General Jffimhfy, April 3, ^jfe , 

Ordered, That the joint addfleisqf, 

this houfe and the fpeeches of.i^s, 

Excellency the prefident and cpm.«; 

mander in chief, together with ,£», 

Excellency^ anfwer, be forthy^ijt^.: 

printed ani maoje-public. . -. ; * 

By, order of thehoure,, ., ,-^ , 

P*te* Timothy, C'erk, 

Wtk 
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- : •' WHTianftmrgfo June 8* 
Tfc ( folh^wingvtofr^yof a proclamation 
ifaai fafcn frolr&Aihanufcript enclofed 
jnd letter from Nnrth-Csrolimtj and 
<h infer fed to Jbc*w: our readers <wbat 
fort ef CommifJioncrs<wt are M expeS* 
, Our troops however, in that province 
* being in good, fpirits, as well as fuffi- 
cient in print. of , number * <we may 
^venture to predid that Clinton and his 
CommiJ/umers ivill he. treated very 
roughly. 
fiy Major General Clinton, commander 
. of his Majefiy* s forces in the fsuthern 
Provinces of North America, 
A PROCLAMATION. 
■Whereas the moft unprovoked and 
wicked rebellion has for fomc time 
pafl prevailed, and doth now exift, 
within his Majefty's province of North 
Carolina, and the inhabitants (forget- 
ting their allegiance to their fove- 
jeign, and denying the authority of 
the laws and ftatutes of the realm) 
have, in a facceflion of crimes, pro- 
ceeded to the total fubverfion of all 
lawful authority, ufurping the powers 
pf government, and erecting a tyranny 
in the hands of CongreiTes and Com- 
mittees of various denominations, ut- 
terly unknown and repugnant to the 
l^rit of the Britifli conftitution ; and 
mvers people, in avowed defiance to 
alflegal authority, are now actually 
in arms, waging unnatural waragamft 
their King ; and whereas all attempts 
X6 reclaim the infatuated and mif- 
guided multitude to a fenfe of their 
trjtnr have unhappily proved ineffec- 
tual : I have it in command to pro- 
ceed forthwith againft all fuch men, 
or bodies of men in arms, and againft 
all fcongrefFes and Committees thus 
unlawfully- eftablifhed, as againit open 
enemies to the {late* But, confider- 
jng : it a duty infeparable from the 
prmciple of humanity, firft of all to 
forewarn the deluded people of the 
miferies ever attendant upon civil war,, 
J 4° 4&°A earneftly in treat, and exhort 



them, aithey tender rthetr dwa^hap* 
pinefs, and that of their pdfterity, to -, 
appeafethe vengeance of: as injured 
and juftly incenfed nation, by ; «/\ 
return to their duty to our common 
fovereign, and* to the bleffinga of afv._ 
free government, as eftahliined by ; 
law ; nereby offering in his majefty'g 
name, free pardon to all fucji as malt 
lay down their arms; and fubmit to the . 
laws, excepting only from the benefit 
of fuch pardon Cornelius Harnett and 
Robert Howe. And I do hereby re- 
quire, that the Provincial Congrefs 
and all Committees of Safety, and 
other unlawful aflbciations, be dif- 
folved, and the judges allowed to hold 
their courts according to the laws and 
conftitution of this province; of 
which all perfons are required to take 
notice, as they will anfwer the con- 
trary at their utmoft peril. 

Given on board the Pallas tranfport, 
in Cape Fear river, in the pro- 
vince of North-Carolina, the 5th 
day of May, 1776, and in the 
16th year of his Majefty's reign. 
H. Clinton. 
By command of General Clinton, 

Richard Reave, fecretary. 
To the Magittrates of the province 

of North-Carolina, to be by them 

made public* 

Water tFiw, 'June 17. Laft Thurs- 
day the inhabitants of the town of 
Botlon were made acquainted, by beat 
of drum, that an expedition was to 
be undertaken againft our enemy's 
mips in Nantafket Road, and for 
erecting proper fortifications in the 
lower harbour. Accordingly detach- 
ments from the Colonial regiments 
commanded by the colonels Marfhal 
and Witney, and battalion of train, 
commanded by lieutenant Col. Crafts, ' 
were embarked on board boats at the 
Long Wharf, together with cannon, 
ammunition, provifions, entrenching 
tools* and every necefTary, implement* 
and proceeded for Petticit's Ifland arid 

Hull, 
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Hall, where they were joined by fome 
continental troops and Tea coaft com- 
panies, foas to make near 600 men at 
each place; a like number of the 
Biilitia from the towns in the vicinity 
of Boflxm harbour, with a detachment 
from the train, and fome field pieces, 
took poft at ' Moon-Ifland, HoffV 
Neck, and Point Alderton. At the 
feme time a detachment from the 
continental army under the command 
pi colonel Whitcomb, with two 18 
pounders, one 13 inch mortar, with 
the necefTary apparatus, intrenching 
tools, &c. were embarked for Long- 
Ifland, to take poft there — the troops 
did not arrive at their feveral places of 
<kflination till near morning, occa- 
sioned by a flat calm ; notwithstand- 
ing, fuch was the activity and alert • 
nefs of our men, that they had the 
cannon planted, and a line of de- 
fence hove up on Long-lfland and 
Nantaiket Hill in a few hours, 
.when a common fhot from Long- 
liland announced to the enemy our 
defign : upon which a fignal was 
immediately made for the whole fleet, 
ccnfiftiDg of 8 (hips, z mows, 2 brigs, 
and one fchooner, to remove and get 
underway. The Commodore (Eankes) 
bore our fire, and returned it with 
fpirit, till a ihot from Long-Ifland 
pierced the upper works of his ihip/ 
when he immediately unmoored or 
cut his cables and got under fail, and 
happy for him that he did fo, for in a 
fmall fpace of time afterwards, a (hell 
from our works fell into the very fpot 
Jk had juft before quitted. Unhap- 
pily our cannon did not arrive at Pet- 
tick's-Ifland and Nantaiket, as foon 
as might have been wiftied, but the 
fire from the latter place being pro- 
perly pointed againft the commodore's 
&ip, who came too in the light-houfe 
channel, is apprehended to have done 
confiderabie execution. In fhort, the 
enemy were compelled once more 
$0 make a difgracefui precipitate 
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flight ; and we have it now iif ctar 
power to congratulate our readers on 
onr being in fall poifeffion of "the 
lower •harbour of Bofton ; and had Ae 
wind have been to the eaflward, we 
are confident we fhould have had the 
much greater pleafure of giving them 
joy on our being in the pofTeffion' of 
many of their (hips. Through divine 
providence, not one of our men were 
hurt. • \Bofton Gazette.] 

In Cpngrefs y June 14. . - 

Whereas it has been reprefented to 
this Congrefs, that great quantities of 
faked beef and pork has been purchafed 
for exportation, which, if not re- 
trained, may render the fupplies -of 
the army difficult and uncertain. 

Refolved therefore, that no fched 
beef or pork, except as much as may 
be neceffary for the ufe of the crew*, 
be exported from any of the United 
Colonies, in any veffel, under anjf 
pretence whatever, until the further 
orders of this Con grefs. 

By order of the Congref9, ~ ( 
John Hancock, Prefidenf, 
In Congrefs, June 18, 1 776. 

Refolved, that no man in theffe 
Colonies, charged with being a tory, 
or unfriendly to the caufe of Ameri- 
can liberty, be injured in his per (on 
or property, or in any manner what- 
ever difturbed, unlefs the proceeding 
Egainfl him be founded on an order 
or this Congrefs or the Aflembly, 
Convention, Council, or Committee 
of Safetv of the Colony, or Com- 
mittee of Infpe&ion of the diftricl?, 
wherein he refides. Provided, that 
this refolution (hall not prevent the 
apprehending any perfon found in the 
commiflion of fome at"l deflro&ive'ctf 
American liberty, or juftly fufptcliexi 
of a defign to commit fuch aft; arr& 
intending to efcape, and bring iudi 
perfon before proper authority, fyk 
examination and trial. 1 

Extract from the Minutes, ' ,_ - - 
Charles Thomson, Seel 
■■■■ W«m 
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InPrwmcial Congrefs. ing the mmiber caHed>fM\ afr eqttolly 
from the different parte of the pro* 



Burlington* June 14, 1776* 
Re(blved> That in the opinion of 
this Congrefs, the ; proclamation of 
William Franklin, Eiq; late Gover- 
nor of-Ne w- J er fey, bearing date the 
thirtieth <ky of May laft, in the 
name of the King of Great-Britain, 
appointing a meeting of the General 
Aflembly, to be held on the twen- 
tieth of this inftant June, ought not 
to be obeyed. 

Refolved, That in the opinion of 
this Congrefs, the faid William 
Franklin, Efq; by fuch his decla- 
ration, has a&ed in direct contempt 
and violation of the refolve of the 
Continental Congrefs of the 15th 
day of May laft. 

Refolved, That in the opinion of 
this Congrefs, all payments of mo- 
ney on account of falary or other- 
wife, to the faid William Franklin, 
Efq; as Governor, ought from hence- 
forth to ceafe ; and that the trea- 
furer or treafurers of this province, 
fhall account for the- monies in their 
hands to this Congrefs, or to the fu- 
ture Jegiflature of this colony. 

By order of the Congrefs, 
Samuel Tucker, Prefident. 
A true Copy, 
William Patterson, Secretary. 
An. Addrefs to the Inhabitants of New 

Countrymen and Friends* 
.. This province has been requefted 
by the Continental Congrefs to fend 
without delay, from their militia, 
three thoufand three hundred men 
to New- York, in confequence of au- 
thentic information, that the grand 
Attack of our common enemy this 
fummer, which will probably prove 
the decifive campaign, is to be upon 
that city ; and that their force may 
\>p expefted there in a few days. — 
Your reprefentatrves in this Congrefs 
have, with all the difpatch in their 
power, and with the utmoft unanimi- 
ty, prepared an ordinance for raif- 



vinceas pojibie. They have deters 
mined to raife the. men by voluntary 
enliftment in theieveral counties, in 
full confidence, that in this war, they 
will be raifed moft fpeedily, as weft 
as confift of perfons of the greatest 
fpirit and alacrity for the important 
fervice. Filled with the fame zeal 
for the defence of their country, thef 
apply to you by this ftidrt addrefs, 
and in the moft earneft and aft&tioi- 
nate manner entreat you not to fully 
the reputation acquired on all former 
occauons ; but to give a new proof 
to the public of your courage and 
intrepidity as men, of your unalter- 
able attachment to the liberties of 
America, and the fincerity of your 
unanimous refolutions from the be- 
ginning of this conteft. Were there 
time to draw up a long difcourfe m 
Ithis hour of danger, the arguments 
that might be ufed are innumerable'; 
and as fome of them areof the moft 
urgent, fo (bleiTed be* God) others- 
are of the moft encouraging and ani- 
mating kind. 

The danger is not only certain, but 
immediate and imminent. It does 
not admit of a moment's delay, for 
our unjuft and implacable enemy is at 
hand. The place where the attack 
is expected, is of the laft importance; 
not only a city of great extent, the 
intereft of whofe numerous inhabi- 
tants muft be exceedingly dear to us* 
but fituated in the middle of the Co- 
lonies, and where the fuccefs of die 
enemy would feparate the provinces, 
and difunite their efforts by land, 
which are of neceffity liable to inter- 
ruption from the enemy's fleet by fea. 
It is fcarce worth while to add, that 
this province, by its vicinity, would 
then be expoied to the cruel depreda- 
tions of the enemy, who, happily hi- 
therto, have been able to do us little 
pr no mifitfiiefbut by theft and rapine, 
It would feem to carry an unjuft fuf- 

piciDi^ 
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picion of yon to &y any. more on oar farther obferee, that by j|* pfrpartfr 



6wn private intereil, as we hope every 
hoaeft man is chiefly cqneerned for, 
and will ftrain every nerve in fupport 
of the common caufe of the United 
Colonies. 

We cannot help putting you in 
mind how fignally Almighty God has 
profpered us hitherto, and crowned 
our virtuous efforts with fuccefs. The 
axpulfion of the enemy from B oft on, 
where they firft took poffeflton, and 
began their onpreffive mcafures, was 
an event as disgraceful to them, as 
it was advantageous to the public 
caufe, and honourable to that brave 
and refolute army by which it was 
accompliihed. It will certainly be 
no fmall encouragement tQ thofe who 
lhall now proceed to the place of 
danger, that they (hall join with ma- 
ny of the fame fbldiers, who have 
gained immortal honour by their 
paft conduct, as well as ferve under 
that wife and able leader, whofe 
prudence, firmnefs and attention to 
his great charge, have procured him 
the moil unlimited confidence both 
of thofe who direct the public coun- 
fels, and of thofe who are in arms 
under his command. 

We mull not forget the aelivity 
and fuccefs of the inhabitants of the 
fouthern Colonies, They run to 
arms in thoufands the moment they 
heard of an attack, both in Virginia 
and North-Carolina. God was 
pleafed in both cafes to reward their 
alacrity, for they obtained a complete 
victory over their enemies with lb lit- 
tle lofs of* blood, as was not barely 
wonderful, but fcarcely credible. 
^At the battle of Moor-Creek Bridge, 
there were bu: few men killed, and 
at Norfolk Great Bridge we did not 
lofe a fingle life. 

Time does not permit us to enlarge 
on the paft events of this war, in 
which the kindneis of Providence is fo 
clearly to be ieen. We therefore only 



tions in Britain for this- canpaign, 
and by all the intelligence received 
from Europe,, it is plain, that not ho-> 
nour and advantage only, but aWb- 
lute neoeflity requires us to exert our 
utmofl efforts, for our all is at flake. 
Every one now is obliged to confefs 
what many faw long ago, that intire 
and unconditional fubmiflion is the 
point to which our enemies are de- 
termined to bring us, if in their 
power ; fo that nothing remains for 
us but either the abjeft flavery of tri- 
butary ftates^ or to maintain oar 
rights and liberties by force of arms; 
and hand down the fair inheritance to 
our poflerity by a brave and deter- 
mined defence. N 

We defire and expect that, in fuch 
a fituation of things, all particular 
difference of fmall moment arifing 
from whatever caufe, whether religi- 
ous denominations, rivalihip of dif- 
ferent claffes of men, fcarcity of femes 
articles of commerce, or any other, 
may be entirely laid afide. The pre- 
fect danger requires the moft perfeft 
union. Let every enemy perceive, 
that the reprefentatives of die colo- 
nies, as foon as they determine upon 
any meafure, are able to bring oat die 
whole ftrength of this vail coantry 
to carry it into execution* 

That you may be under no appre- 
henfum either of inequality in die 
burden, or that our own coafts tfill 
be left, unguarded by the deflinanori 
of this brigade, we have thought it 
beil to inform you, that the Conti- 
nental Congrefshave amply provided 
for the defence of this province, aad 
have made fuch arrangement of tfee 
Continental army for the earning 
campaign, as lays an equal burden 
on the inhabitants cf the -different 
colonies ; in particular, that a flying 
camp of ten thoufand men is now 
forming for the protection of the 
middle colonies, which we are credit 
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t%»q4fl this- province. We add no 

^«K$re>*but that we truft and Hope, 

that while every province is making 

-thft'iflofl fpiiited .efforts, New-Jerfey 

-in its place and duty will be fecorid 

to none. 

Signed in name, and by appoint- 
ment of Congrefs, at Burling- 
ton, June 15, 1776* 
Samuel Tucker, Prefident. 
A true Copy, 

Wm. Paterson, Sec. 
Ne<w Torkj June 24. 
Ybt following authentic account is com- 
municated by an officer of the detach- 
ment it principally concerns* 
On advice that a reinforcement was 
neceffary at the Cedars, a fmall fort 
45 miles S. W. from Montreal, where 
a party of 400 men, under the com- 
mand of major Butterfield, were pott- 
ed; on the iothof May, 140 men 
nnder the command of major Henry 
: "Sherburne, werevdetached from Mon- 
treal. He met with great difficulties 
at the lake, which after crofling he 
wis obliged to repafs, and crofs again, 
ib that it was the 20th before he could 
proceed from thence with 100 men, 
-wcluding himfelf (the reft being left 
&r: guards and other neceflary fer- 
yices). About 11 or 12 o'clock they, 
fet out for the Cedars, diftant 9 miles, 
and having marched about 5, they 
* vere attacked by a large body of fa- 
vages and Canadians, who under co- 
yer of a wood, fired upon them ; our 
: people though entirely expofed, with- 
.QUt iheker, maintained an obftinate 
. S3gagement for one hour and forty 
jainutes; when the favages having 
iurrounded, rufhed upon and di£ 
armed them ; then ' a fcene of favage 
barbarityenfued, and many of our peo- 
ple .were facrificed to their fury, 
f twtchered with tomahawks and other 
. iniiruments of murder. The %iemy 
. GOp&ftedof about 100 Canadians and 
4P0 ( fayages, who immediately ftrip- 



drove them to the fort, where they 
were delivered to capt, Fofter, of the 
8th regiment, who had with him aboift 
40 regulars, and commanded the fort; 
which had been the day before fur- 
rendered to him with little if any re- 
finance by major Butteriield, an event 
which was neither known nor in the 
leaft fufpected by major Sherburne, 

Captain Fofter and tKe regulars* 
kept within th'6 lines, and were not 
of the party who fufroUrided and Co 
barbaroufty ufed our people ; but 
after they were brought t6 the fort, 
they were repeated,' again and again* 
Stripped of the fmall remainder of 
their clothes, till many of them had 
not fufficient to hi^e their nakednefs'. 
Our lofs in the whole action . wa? 
about 28, viz. killed and wounded 
in the action,' arid killed afterwards* 
in cold blood about 20, carried off 
by favages 7 or 8. Of the enemy 
were killed 22, wEofe deatH wertfc 
afcertained, and among them st 
chief warrior of the Seneca tribe,' 
on whofe account our prifoners were 
probably ufed with the more grofs 
infult and abufe. Major Sher- 
burne, and the Other officers; were 
fent to two Indian towns, at the 
lake of the two mountains, tie prU 
vate men to a defolate ifland in the 
middle of the lake, where they wewf 
very fcantily fupplied with provi- 
fion, barely fuifceient to keep then* 
from ftarving, and though the wea- 
ther was cold, without any clothes; 
and without any covering but the 
canopy of heaven, for eight days; 
when they Were releafed on a cartel 
agreed to between Gendral Arnold 
and Captain Fofter, viz. That ther£ 
mould be an equal exchange of pri- 
foners, within two months, allowing 
for casualties, and for the perform- 
ance, on our part were pledged the 
bodies of four Captains, who wfere' 
left as hoftages, viz. Captain Sutii^ 

D,d vaa 
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van (brodier to- the General) Cap- arms to defend their rights and liber 1 . 
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tain Blifs, of Major Sherburne's par- 
ty, Captains Stephens and Green, 
of Major Butterfield's party. 

General Arnold with a party of 
about 8 or 900 men, arrived the z6th, 
and though with about 500, he ap- 
peared upon the lake, happily for the 
irifoners he did not crofs it. If he 
iad, it appeared from every circum- 
ftance, that they would have been all 
murdered, difpofitions having been 
made for that purpofe ; nor was it 
certain, confidering the difficulty of 
accefs to the enemy, that he could 
have obtained any confiderable ad- 
vantage over them, or if he had, 
that he could poflibly have cut off 
their retreat. 

Agreeable to a refolve of the Pro- 
vincial Congrefs of the 31ft of May 
laft were elected for this city and 
county, the following Gentlemen, to 
ferve in Congrefs the enfuing year, 
with the additional power of form- 
ing a new government for this co- 
lony. They, with the deputies of 
the other counties, are to meet in 
Congrefs here, on the fecond Mon- 
day of July next. x 
John Jay Anthony Rutgers 

James Duane Evert Banker 

Philip Livingflon Thomas Ranule 
Francis Lewis Ifaac Roofevelt 

If.iHC Stcutenberg John Broome 
William Denning Pet. P. Van Zandt 
Abraham Brafner Garret Abeel 
Henry Remfen Robert Harpur 
Jo. Van Cortlandt Abraham P. Lott 
John, M. Scott Dan. Dunfcombe 
James Beckman. 

Baltimore, May 28. Whereas his 
Britannic Majefty, [.King George, 
has profecuted, and (till profecutes 
' a war againft the Britilh colonies 
in America, and has acceded to acts 
of parliament declaring the people 
in the faid colonies in actual rebel- 
lion; and whereas, the good peo- 
ple of this province have taken up 



ties, and to repel the hoftiliries carry- 
ing on againil them, and whilft en* 
gaged in fuch a conteft, cannot with 
any lincerity of heart, pray for the 
fuccefs of his arms. Therefore, Re- 
folved, that every prayer and petition 
for the King's Majefty in the book of 
common prayer and administration 
of the facraments and other rights and 
ceremonies of the church of England, 
except the fecond collect for the King 
in the common fervice be henceforth 
omitted in all churches and chapels in 
this province, until our unhappy dif? 
ferences are ended. 

Extract from the minutes of the 
proceedings of the Convention. 
G. Duvall, Clerk. 
Philadelphia, May zg. 
To the honourable the Congrefs of tht 

United Colonies of North America* 

The Memorial of the committee of the 

city and liberties of Philadelphia, 

Reffeaful!yjbe*weth, 
That they have beheld with great 
affliction the aflembly of the province 
of Pennfylvania 'withdraw from its 
union with the Congrefs (in confe- 
quence of their inductions to their 
Delegates) upon the refolve of the 
Congrefs of the 15th inft. for fup- 
prefling all authority derived from the 
crown of Great-Britain in the United 
Colonies. 

That they confider the fafety, li- 
berty, and future welfare of this co- 
lony as infeparably connected with its 
union with the other colonies. 

That they have always efteemed 
their chief happinefs to cpnfift in the 
faithful execution of fuch of the re- 
folves of the congrefs as, tended to 
maintain faid union. 

That in confequence of the defec- 
tion of the Delegates appointed try 
the Aflembly of Pennfylvania, from a 
union* with the other colonies, they 
apprehended an appeal was made to 
the people. 

Th* 
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ThztAfi compliance with the re- 
<jueft of a large majority of the inha- 
bitants of the city and liberties of 
Philadelphia, on the 20th inft. they 
have iflued letters (by virtue of 4 
power given to them in a Provincial 
Convention held in Philadelphia in 
January, 1775) *° r calling "a confer- 
ence of the committees of the coun- 
ties, in order to colled the fenfe'of 
the inhabitant upon the aforefaid re- 
folve of Congrefs, and if poflible to 
bring about! re-union of the province 
with the other colonies, by calling a 
Provincial Convention, with a view 
to form a government for that pur- 
pofe. 

That they have heard with great 
furprife, that the afTembly of this pro- 
vince are about to prefent a memorial 
to your honourable body, in confe- 
quence of a remonftrance delivered to 
them from a number" of the inhabi- 
tants of Philadelphia, in which it is 
faid they have requefted an explana- 
tion of your refolve of the 15th inft. 

That the remonftrance on which 
this memorial is founded ftrikes di- 
rectly at the union of the colonies, by 
'praying for the continuance of a go- 
vernment in this province which is 
fupported in its executive parts en- 
tirely by a Governor and officers, who 
hold all their power under the author 
jity of the King of Britain, 

That the faid remonftrance has been 
obtained by indefatigable induftry and 
unfair reprefentations, and is figned 
chiefly by men who hold offices under 
the crown, or by people connected 
with them, or by tKofe who have uni- 
formly oppofed every meafure adopt- 
ed by the Congrefs (petitions to the 
,J£ing only excepted) or by thofe who 
,have publifhed teftimonies manifeftly 
injurious to many of thofc fteps that 
have been taken in this province in 
Support of the union of the colonies. 

That the committee are determined 
tQ ^9 m P^y w "k ^ c 'efolve of the 
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Congrefs of the 15th inftant, in the 
manner before-mentioned, and they 
declare that the prefent affembly- of 
the province was not chofen, and is 
not invefted with powers to carry the 
faid refolve into execution, ; 

That the unwillingnefs ofthehoufe 
to appeal to the voice of the people, 
and the pains they have taken to pre* 
vail upon the Congrefs to interfere 
in our ' domeftic police,' betrays a fear 
that in rcfufing to comply with the 
refolve of the Congrefs, they will 
be oppofed by their conftituents. 

That a majority of the prefent af- 
fembly do not poflefs the confidence 
of the people. That it does not con^ 
tain a full and equal reprefentation of 
the province ; that it is compofed of 
men who hold offices under the crown 
of Britain ; that they have deputed 
the power which was deputed folely to 
them, to perfons who had not the 
fanclion of the voice of the people 
for legiilative purpofes ; *nd that we 
have reafon to believe that they have 
been dragged into a compliance with- 
moft of the refolutions of the Con- 
grefs" from the fear of a Provincial 
Convention. ^ 

From a government formed by men 
marked with fuch inconfiftencies, 
prejudices and arbitrary views, we 
have as much to fear as from the un- 
limited exertions of that power which 
has declared itfelf poflefTed of a right 
to tax us without our confent, and to 
bind us in all cafes whatfoever. 

The committee have too much 
confidence in the wifdom of your 
body, to believe (when informed of 
the true fituation of the province) that 
you meant to include the afTembly 
thereof in your recommendations ta 
aftemblies to form new government*. 
The origin and prefent tenure of 
your power can never fufFer you to 
. forget that it was by making names 
yield to things, and forms to fubftan- 

P & * tiajl 
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Jlal jufticr, that you acquired the 
confidence of America, and the ad- 
ihiratton of the world. 

They beg that the Congrefs would 
pot be deceived by mifreprefenta- 
tions. They declare folemnly that 
they hive no defign or wilh to alter 
thole parts of the' charter or laws of 
the province which fecure to every 
man the enjoyment of his property, 
liberty, and the facred rights of con- 
science. 1 hey wi(h only to fee al- 
terations made in fuch of them as re- 
late to reprelentation in the province, 
, and inch as render the confent of the 
king and' his governor neceflary to 
give efficacy and execution to our 
Liws, and thefe they conceive to be 
bo lefs neceflary to the fafety and 
h?ppineJs of our colony in particular,' 
jhan ' to America in general.* 

1 he fituation of our province, it is 
true, requires vigour and harmony in 
the direction of both civil and mili- 
tarv affairs, but thefe can never be 
obtained when a people no longer 
coiJide in their riilers. The com 
jnittee fear no calamities from a dis- 
union throughout the province, but 
jhus publicly charge the feeblenefs 
of ail our couniels to our union with 
men of narrow and interefted views. 
The ftrength of a country, in the 
time of war, confifts in the number 
of its fighting men. The conflitu- 
ents of this committee, who are 
compofed chiefly of men of this clais, 
have declared that they will fupport 
the union of this province with the 
other colonies at " every hazard;'* 
and they have the pleaiure of in- 
forming you that fimilar determina- 
tions prevail in moll of the battali- 
ons 1 of the province. * 

By order of the committee, 

Thomas M'Kean, Chairman,. 
*To the honorable the Reprtjcniatwcs cf 
1 the Freemen of the Province tf Penn- 

fyhv&nt&in General AJjaMy mtt> 
Theaddrefs Of the Committee of 
*' infpe&ion, for the county of Phi- 
1 '^adelphia. ' '" 
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We efte'em our/elves, in no fr*?ll 

degree, happy, , that w,e have the fa^. 
tisfaftion, in this very critical conjunct 
ture, of exprefiing our fentiments to: 
the conftitutional representative bod)t' 
of this province. 

With the deepeft concern we have 
lately obferved, that the ground, on 
which our oppofition to the arbitrary 
and oppreflive meafures of the Britiih 
miniflry was firft made, is fo totally 
changed — Inftead of our joining hand 
and heart in forwarding a reconcilia- 
tion with our parent ftate, on confti^ 
tutional principles, which is the ob- 
ject we ought ever to have kept i» 
view, as the only termination, of our ( 
difputes which can poflibly give us 
happinefs and fecurity, a fyllem haa 
been adopted by fome perions in the 
city and liberties of Philadelphia, 
which tends immediately to the fub 7 
verfion ofourconftitution. 

When we recollect the declaration 
of Congrefs, that they mean not to* 
deftroy the union which has fo long 
happily fubfifted, and which they , 
finccrely wifh to be reftored : when 
we think of the known inftru&igns 
given to the Delegates of feveral pro- . 
vinces, as well as to thofe of our own, 
we are alarmed at the profpeel of a 
difunion, which mull attend the pro* 
fecution of a fcheme, that will, in 
the end, not only fet province again ft 
province, but (more dreadful to think) . 
foment civil difcords in each. 

Should our inveterate enemies be 
fo loft to all fenfe of juftice and hu- 
manity, as to permit in their inferna^ * 
plan of deipotitm ; mould they driyfc.v 
us by their violence to that laft ftiift j "., 
a declaration of independence, every * 
one will then be convinced of tfeir* 
neceffity of fuch a meafure, and, we- 
Ihall be as one man,.fo united and . 
ftrengthened by the convi<fiion,.as to 
bid defiance to all their attempt^. . ■ * ; 

The inhabitants of this country^;, 
in their own native land, in defence.; 
of the freedom which is their birtfU 
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right," and which* tfiey have ever en j der them our greateft feccrity. 
j-oyed, until the' late violation of it, 



And 



for the* protection of their property, 
acquired fairly by the induftry of 
their * forefathers and themfelves, 
againft violence actually offered, firft 
took up arms, and mean not to lay 
them down, until hostilities fhall 
ceafe on the part of the aggreflbrs, 
and all danger of their being re- 
newed mail be removed. 

> They have with the greateft ala- 
crity, given a confiderable part of 
their time to qualify themfelves in 
military matters, and are well af- 
fured they will be behind none in 
their endeavours to put an end to 
the oppreffion of their country ; but 
it was at the fame time with a deter- 
mined refolution to fupport and de- 
fend their conftitution againft all 
pppreffions and innovations whatfo- 
cver. 

Thefe we know to be the fenti- 
ments of the people under whofe au- 
thority we aft, as well as our own ; 
and as fuch we fhould be highly 
wanting in duty to ourfelves and our 
conftituents, were we to negleft lay- 
ing them before you. 

We are not infenfible of the diffi- 
culties which attend your fituation, 
but truft you will proceed in the 
weighty affairs now under your con- 
fideration, with unanimity and firm- 
nefs, ftill looking forward to a hap- 
py permanent termination of our ca- 
lamities, in conftitutional reconcilia- 
tion with our antient friends. To 
•forget injuries, and to forgive thofe 
who have offended, is as conducive 
to nappinefs as conformable to the 
.rules of virtue; and we make no 
doubt, the moft falutary events muft 
refttlt? from meafures formed and 
.conducted on fuch principles. 
■ What we have to offer and advife 
is, that you will moft religiouily ad- 
frerfcte'the inftruftions given to our 
Ptlegates ia Congrefs. We conji- 



we farther moft ferioufly intreat thafc 
you will, to the utmoft of your ppwer, 
oppofe the changing or altering, ia 
any the leaft part our valuable con- 
ftitution, under which we have expe- 
rienced every happinefs, and in fup- 
port of which there is nothing juft 
or reafonable which we would not 
willingly undertake. Signed by or- 
der of the Committee. 

W. Hamilton, Chairman. 

In Congrefs, May 30, 1776. 
Whereas it has been reprefented 
to Congrefs, that avaritious ill de- 
figning men have taken advantage of 
the refolve of Congrefs pafied the 
30th of April (for withdrawing from 
the committees of infpeftion the 
power of regulating the price of 
goods) to extort from the people a 
moft exhorbitant price for fait. 

Refolved, That it be recommended 
to the committees of obfervation and 
infpeftion in the United Colonies, fa 
to regulate the price of fait as to pre- 
vent unreasonable exaftions on the 
part of the feller, having due regard 
to the difficulty and rifle of importa- 
tion. Subjeft however to fuch re- 
gulations as have been or fhall here- 
after be made by the legiflatures of 
the refpeftives colonies. 

Extraft from the minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Secretary 
To the Honourable the Reprejintatwes if 
the Province of New-Tori in Pro- 
vincial Congrefs convened. 
The humble addrefs of the general 
committee of mechanics in union, 
of the city and county of New- 
York, in behalf of themfelves and 
their conftkuents. 

Gentlemen, 
We, as a part of your conftkuents, 
and devoted friends of our bleeding 
country, beg leave in a dutiful man- 
ner at this time to approach unto 
you our reprefentatives, and requeft 

yGOf 
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yotv kind Attention to*his our hum- 
ble addrefs.. 

When we caft a glance upon our 
beloved continent, where fair free- 
dom, civil and religions, we have 
long enjoyed, whofe fruitful fields 
have made the world glad, and 
whofe trade has filled with plenty of 
all things ; farrow fills our hearts to 
behold her now> ftruggling under the 
heavy load of opprellion, tyranny, 
And death ; but when we extend our 
fight a little farther, and view the 
iron hand that is lifted up againft us, 
behold it is our* king, he who by his 
oath and ftation is bound to fupport 
and defend us in the quiet enjoy- 
ment of all our glorious rights as free- 
men, and whofe dominions have been 
fopported and made rich by our com-' 
merce, ihall we any longer fit filent, 
and contentedly continue the fubje£U 
of fuch a prince who is deaf to our pe- 
titions for interpofing his royal au- 
thority in our behalf,and for redreffing 
our grievances ; but on the contrary, 
feems to take a pleafure in our <3e* 
ftru&ion. When we fee that one* 
whole year is not enough to fatisfy 
the rage of a cruel miniilry in burn- 
ing our towns, feizin'g our vefiels, 
and murdering our precious fons of 
liberty; making weeping widows for 
the lofs of thofe who were dearer to 
them than life, and helplefs orphans 
to bemoan the death of an affection- 
ate father ; but who are ftill carrying 
on the fame bloody purfuit, and for 
no other reafon than this; that we 
will not become their flaves, and be 
taxed by them without our con fen t. 

Therefore, as we would rather 
choofe to feparate from, than to con- 
tinue any longer in connection >vith 
fuch ©ppreiTors ; we the committee 
of mechanics in union, do, for our- 
felvcs and out conitituents, hereby 
publicly, declare, that mould you, 
Gentlemen of our honourable Pro- 
Irincial Congrefs, think proper to 
iftftnici our moil honourable Dele- 



gates in Continental Congrefs, to 
ufe their utmoft endeavours in that 
auguft affembly to cauie thefe United 
Colonies to become independent -of 
Great-Britain, it would gives us the 
higheft fatrsfaftion, and we hereby 
fincerely promife to endeavour to 
fupport the fame with our rives and 
fortunes. 

Signed by order of the committee, 
Lewis Thibou, Chairman. 
Mechanic- Hall, NewTork^ 

May 29, 1776. 
The Anfwcr of the Provincial Congrefs,' 
In Provincial Congrefs, Ntw-TTc/k, 
June 4, 1776. 
Sir, 

We coniider the mechanics in uTti-t 
on as a voluntary alTociation of a 
number ,of the inhabitants of th& 
city, who are warmly attached to the 
caufe of liberty. We flatter ourferves* 
however, that neither that aiTociationi 
nor their committee, claim any au- 
thority whatfoeverin the public tranft 
actions of the prefent times ; but> 
that on the contrary, they will ever 
be ready to fubmit to that contHtu^ 
tional authority, which, -by a free 
election has been vefted in Congrefs^ 
and Committees. This Congreft is 
at all times ready and willing to at> 
tend to every requeft of the affembly, 
or of any one of them. We are off 
opinion, that the Continental Con- 
grefs alone, have that enlarged view 
of our political circumftances, which 
will enable them to decide upon thofe 
meafures which are neceffary for the 
general welfare. We therefore car*- 
not prefume to inftrucVthe delegates 
of this colony on the mornentotft 
queftion to which your addrefs refers, 
until we are informed that it it 
brought before the Continental Con*- 
grefs, and the fenfe of this c^lOriy be 
required through this Congreft; 
By order, 
Nathaniel WoooHULi^'Pftf, 
To Mr, Lewis Thjboiu ;I *'*-' 
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Committee Chamber, ?Jrw~York t June, 

r 7/A, 1776. / ^ * 

Whereas doubts have arifen in Pro- 
vincial Congrefi, ' Whether the pre- 
? fent members are Lrivefted with 

* fumcient power and authority to 

* deliberate and determine on fo im- 
*- portant a fubjeel, as the neceffity of 

* erecting and conftituting a new 

* form of government, and internal 
'/police, to theexcluiion of all fo- 

* *eign jurifdiction, dominion and 

* controul whatever, agreeable to a 

* late refolve of the honourable the 

* Continental Congrefs.' 

And whereas it was by them in 
their refolve of the 31ft of May laft, 
recommended to the electors in the 
feyeraj counties in this colony, by 
election in the manner .and form- 
prescribed for the election of the 
prefeat Congrefs,either to authorife in 
addition to the powers veiled in them 
their pfefent deputies,, or others in 
the ftead of the prefent deputies, or 
either of them, with full and fuffi- 
cient power to take into confidera- 
tion the neceffity and propriety of 
infiituing fuch new government, as 
ia and by the refolution of the Con- 
tinental Congrefs is defcribed and 
recommended, and that if the majo- 
rity of the counties by their deputies 
in Provincial Congrefs, fhall be of 
opinion that fuch new government 
ought to be inftituted and eftablifhed, 
then to inftitute and eftablifh fuch a 
government as they fhall deem beft 
calculated to fecure the rights, liber- 
ties and happinefs of the good peo- 
ple of this colony ; and to continue 
in force untfl a future peace with 
Great Britain fhall render the fame 
unneceuary. 

The general committee of the city 
and county of New- York, agreeable 
to the above recommendation, ear- 
neftly requeft and intreat all the free- 
holders and freemen, and alfo all the 
c^erj inhabitants of the faLd city and 
cpunty, pofleffed of goods and chat- 
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tels in their own right to the amount 
of forty pounds, to attend at the 
city-hall of faid city, at ten o'clock 
in the forenoon, on Monday the 17 th 
day of this inftant June, then and 
there to inveft their prefent member* 
of Provincial Congrefs with the power 
aforefaid, or to elect by ballot others' 
in their ftead, or in the ftead of any^ 
of them, with fuch power, to conti- 
nue to reprefent the faid city and 
county in Congrefs until the fecond 
Tuefday in May next, or until a re- 
conciliation with Great Britain, or 
the cftablifhment of a new form of 
government fhall render the fame 
anneceflary. The chairman/ or de- 
puty chairman, and fix members with 
the fecretary, will attend faid elec- 
tion. It is not doubted but every 
true friend to this colony, entitled to 
vote here, will chearfally come up 
to declare by their voting that they 
join in opinion with their Congrefs 
and Committee, viz. That the mea- , 
fure recommended as aforefaid, is of 
the higheft importance to the good 
people of this colony, and to the li- 
berties of America in general. 
- Extract from the Minutes, pub- 
lifned by order of the Coramitee 
Joseph Winter, Sec* 
Philadelphia, April 17. 
ExtraB of a letter from Efick Hopkins* 
Efqy commander in chief of the Ame- 
rican pet, to, the Frefident of the 
Congrefs 7 dated on board the Jhip Al- 
fred, New-London harbour, April 9, 
1776, 

* When I put to fea, on the 17th 
of February, from Cape Henlopsn, 
not thinking we were in a condition 
to keep on a cold coaft, I appointed 
our rendezvous at Ahacco, one of the 
Bahama iflands. 

' I arrived at the rendezvous, in 
order to wait for them, in fifteen days, 
agreeable to orders. I then formed 
aa expedition againft New-Provi- 
dence, which I put in execution the' 
third of March by landing two hun- 
dred 
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*"ifiri marines tinder the cdmmarid of 
Captain Nicholas, and 'fifty failors un- 
der the command of Lieutenant Wea- 

~ ver, of the Cabot, who was well ac- - 

. quainted there. The fame day they 
took pdfleffion of a fmall fort, of fe- * 
venteen piecesx>f cannon, without/any 
©ppofition, fave five guns which were 
fired at them without doing any da-- 
In age. I received that evening, an 

' account that they had two hundred 
and odd men in the main fort, all 
inhabitants. I then caufed a mani- 
fefto to be publifhed, the purport of 
which was, that the inhabitants and. 
their property fhould be fafe, if they 
did not oppojfe me in taking pofleffion 
of the fort and King's ftores.— — 
This had the defired effect, for the 
inhabitants left the fort almoft alone. 
Captain Nicholas, by my order, fent 
to the Governor for the keys 6f the 
fort, which were delivered, and the 
troops marched directly in, where we 
found the feveral warlike ftores agree- 
able to the inventory inclofed ; but 
the Governor fent one hundred and 
fifty barrels of powder off in a fmall 
floop the night before. I have taken 
the Governor, Montford Brown ; the 
Lieutenant Governor, who is a half- 
pay officer, and Mr. Thomas Arwin, 
who is a counfellorand collector of his 
Majefty's quit-rents in South-Caro- 
lina ; and it appears, by the court 
calendar, that he is alfo infpector- 
general of his Majefty's cuftoms in 
North-America. Since we came out, 
we have loft company with the Wafp. 
c The 4th infant we fell in with, 
on the eaft end of Lo.ng-Ifland, -an<L 

took the fchooner , commanded 

by young Wallace, of ftx carriage 
guns and 8 fwivels ; and the fifth we 
took the bomb brig, of eight guns and 

* tw6 howitzers, ten -fwivels and forty- 
eight hands, well found with all forts* 
©f ftores, arms, powder, &c. The 
6rh in the morning we fell in with the 
Glafgowand her tender, and engaged 
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her ntfar tftrfes TuwreV • We ^Tbn^fiV 
men killed, and jas* maftv ' wounaed. 
The Cabot Had four m^n killed ind 
fever wounded^ the captain is ainbng 
the latter. T The Columbus had One 
man who loft his- arm; We recefVed 
a conftderaWe damage in our' ftiip, 
but the greateft was in having '^our 
wheel- fope and" blocks fhot aw*ay, 
which gave the Glafgow time to make 
fail, and I did not think proper to 
follow, as it would have brought on 
an action with the whole of theif fleet, 
and I had upwards of thirty of* our 
beft feamen on board the prizes*; X 
therefore thought it moft prudent to 
give over the'ehace, and fecute'Dur* 
prizes, and having taken the'Gfaf- 
gow's tender, arrrived the 7th with 
all the fleet. ' 

* Among the dead are Mr. Sinclair 
Seymour, matter of the Cabot, a good 
officer; lieutenant Wilfon of the Ca- 
bot; and lieutenant Fitzpatrick, of 
the Alfred. 

€ The officers all behaved weH ' on 
board the Alfred ; but too much 
praife cannot be given to the officers 
of the Cabot, who gave and fuftained 
the whole fire for fome considerable 
time, within piftol fhot.' 
ExtraB of a letter from a caftmk ef 
Marines on board the Jhip Alfred, 
dated Nenv-London 9 April 10. "* 

* Before this comes to hand I make 
no doubt you will have heard of \>ur 
arrival in this port, and our ertgige- 
ment with the Glafgow .man of war; 
but as I intend giving you an account 
of our cruife, muft beg your patience 
for a while refpetting that matter. 
The 17th of Feb. left Cape Hen lo- 
pen, and after a very pleafanrt paffage 
of 15 days, came to an anchor* off 
the iflahd Abacco, about' 17. -lerfgnes 
diftance from New Providence,- Where 
we brought too feveral fmall 'feffeli 
'belonging to Providence, whkftjfeave. 
the commodore an -opporr&nftj^ ©^en- 
quiring into the itatc ofnhc-ifllriWl, as 
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^ to its deface; and found it very well , 

' ,/uppJicd with warlike ltores, and an 

jobje& worthy ,o£ our attention, as it 

„ .was not fufficiendy manned to give us 

. : ,Oppofition : the veflels we then had in 

ourpofleffibn were detained as tranf- 

j»rts to carry the marines over to Pro- 

. .violence. We embarked and made 

>£tfl Saturday evening, March ad, 

, ( and on Sunday two o'clock, landed 

all our men, 270 in number, under 

my command, at the eaft end of the 

.ffland, at a place called New- Guinea. 

,JThe inhabitants were very much 

. .alarmed at our appearance and fup- 

po&d us to be Spaniards, but were 

. ,foon undeceived after our landing. JuA 

. z as I had formed the men, t received 

. ■ ., a menage from the governor, d earing 

to know what our intentions were : I 

j ^ient him for anfwer, to take pofieffion 

t > of all the warlike ilores on the ifland 

r belonging to the crown, but had no 

- defign of touching the property or 

hurting the perfons of any of the in- 

-^ habitants* unlefs in our defence* 

|t .-..As foon as the mefTenger was gone, 

V I marched forward to take poueffion 

.of Fort Montague, a fortification built 

... "of ftone, about half way between our 

* landing place and the town ; as we 

Y approached the fort (within about a 

■ ,*.* mile, having a deep cove to round, 

, with a prodigious thicket on one fide, 

'.^apid the water on the other, entirely 

rao open to their view) they fired three 

v ^twelve pound (hot, which made us 

• vjM : * and confult what was bell to be 

*^«jbne ; we then thought it moft pru- 

^dent to fend a flag, to let them know 

-^jwhat our defigns were in coming 

,^ there ; we foon received an anfwer, let- 

■** ;5 ting us know that it was by the Gover- 

.;$ ^or*s orders that they fired. They fpik- 

i ^*d up the cannon and abandoned the 

i^lbrt, and retired to the fort within the 

.j^wn. I then marched and took pof- 

^&ulon of it ; in which were found 17 

-pjaeces of cannon, (32, 18, and 12 

, ^ jK>undefs) and not much damaged ; they 



were ipiked with nails arid ffcikes. 
which were eafily taken out. I 
.thought it neceflary to flay all night 
and refrefh my men, who were fa- 
tigued, being on board the fmall 
yefTels, nol having a convenience ei- 
ther to fleep or cook in. The next 
morning by day-light we marched 
.forward to the town, to take pofTef- 
fion of* the Governor's houfe (which 
flands on an eminence, with two four 
pounders; which commands the gar- 
nfbn and town) on oqr march I met 
an exprefc from the Governor to the 
fame purport as the firft; I fent him 
the fame anfwer as before ; the raef- 
fenger then told me I might march 
into the town, and if I thought prope 
into the fort, without interruption; 
pn which I marched into town ; I 
then drafted a guard and went up to 
the governor's, and demanded the 
keys of the fort, which were given 
to me immediately, and then took 
pofTeffion of fort Naffau, in it there 
were forty cannon mounted and well 
loaded for our reception with round* 
langndge and cannifter, {hot ; all 
this was accomplished without firing a 
fingle (hot from our fide. We found 
in this fort a great quantity of mot 
and (hells, with 15 brafs mortars, 
but the grand article, powder, the 
Governor fent off the night before/ 
viz. 150 cafks. Immediately after 
we were in the fort J fent for the Go- 
vernor and made him prifoner until 
the Commodore arrived, which was 
foon after. We remained at Provi- 
dence until we got all the Itores on 
board the fleet, and then took our 
departure the 17 th of March. We 
have brought with us from Providence 
the Governor, his Secretary,, and on$ 
Mfr. Irvin, Receiver-genera^ of his 
Majefty's cuiloms, who belongs to 
South-Carolina* 

* On the 4th inft. we made the eaft 
end of Long Ifland, and discovered 
the Columbus with a ieheoacr, one of 

£ « captain 
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Captain Wallace's tenders of fix guns, fiblycouhTbe on both fides ; the firft 



which he had taken that morning. 
We rtiade Block Ifland in the after- 
noon, the cbmmOdore then gave or- 
ders to the brigs to ftand in for Rhode 
Ifland to fee if any more of the fleet 
were out, and to join u$ next morn- 
ing, which was accordingly done, but 
"without feeing any VefTels. ' At day- 
light w6 difcovered a brigantine to 
leeward, 'We made a fail and foon 
*came up 'with her, and after a few 
r fhot took her. She proYes'to be a 
"borhb brigantine belonging to Wal- 
lace's fleet, mounting eight guns and 
'two howitzers, commanded by one 
•'Snead; a lieuteriarft in the nav^. 

Tfe continued tocruife all day wrthm 
* fight of Blbck-Ifland, and in the 

evening took a brigantine and flodjp 
' from New-York, and brought into 
' port with us, not being fatisfied as to 



broadfide (he fired, my fecond Lieute- 
nant fell dead clofe~by my fide; he 
was fhot by a mufketbafl through the 
'head. " In him, I have loft a worthy 
officer, fmcere friend and companion 1 , 
that was beloved by all the'fhips com- 
pany. Unfortunatefy for us, our tiller 
rope and main brace were fhot afcrajr 
icon after the firing began, Which 
caufedthe fhip to broach too, and 
-gave the enemy an ^opportunity of 
Taking us fore and aft. The battle 
'continued till day-light, at which time 
"the Glafgow made all the fail (he 
could crowd, and flood in for NeW- 
port ; and our rigging was fo modi 
hurt that we* could not make faH f in 
time to come up with her ag*aih, fo 
that at funrife" the Commodore made 
the fignal to give over the chafe, he 
not thinking it prudent to rifque Oar 



their clearance. We had at fun fet * prizes near the land. The GlafgoW 
12 fail, a very pleafant evening — -At continued firing fignal guns the whole 
1 2 o'clock went to bed, and half paft * day after. 

one was awaked by the noife of all * 'In the aftion I loft three of Trty 
hands to quarters ; we were foon rea- « people out of twelve that were oil the 
dy Fof aclion, the beft part of my quarter-deck, and two flightly wound- 
company, with my firft lieutenant, ed, who were in the barge. Capt. 
was placed in the barge on the main Hopkins, in the Cabot is wounded, 



: deck, the remaining part with my'fe- 
■ cond lieutenant and myfelf on the 
* quarter deck ; we had difcovered a 
-large fhip ftanditig directly for us, the 
Caoot was the forerhoft of the fleet, 
oiir fhipclofe after, not more than 160 



his matter killed, and the tecond lieu- 
tenant of marines wounded and fince 
dead. Upon the whole it was a very 
hot engagement, in which our fhip 
and brig were much damaged, but 
have this amfolatfon, that the enemy 



yards behind^ but to windward with ' is full as badly off, for by feveral ex- 
: all, when the brigantine came clofe prefies from Rhode-Tfland, we are af- 



up, the fhip hailed and was foon an- 
swered by the Cabot, who foon found 
her to be the Glafgow; the brigan- 
tine -immediately fired her broadfide, 



fured that it was with much difficulty 
fhe got into port with both piim|>s 
;bing. ' We are now, tharik God, in 
arbour, and fhall ftay fome time to 



and inftantly received a return of two * Tefit. 

fold, which, owing to the weight of The following is a copy of a letter ju/t 



metal damaged her fo much in her 
hull and rigging, as obliged her to 
retire for a while to' refit ;- we then 
came up, (not having it in our power 
to fire a fhet before, without hurting 



received by exprefs from the Council 
*of Safety of Georgia. 
In the Council of Safety, Savannah, 
March 4th, 1776. 
The intimate connections between 



the brigantine) and engaged her fide .this and your province; in a partiai- 
byifidc for three glafies, as hot as p of- < lax 
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fer manner, renders it necefTary to ac- 
quaint you with the occurrences in 
the former, fince the date of our laft ; 
to which, and the diipatches preced- 
ing, we refer you. 

hi • Our difpoiitions in the evening of 
the 2d, were fuch as appeared to our 
officers the mpft likely to prevent the 
landing of- our enemy ; and fo as, if 
they fhould make their landing good-, 
father above or below the town, to 
prevent their getting in ; however, 
notwithstanding our vigilance, they, 
by collufion with the mailers and 
Others on board the merchant Grip- 
ping, whicfi hawled near the fhore of 
Hutchinfon's Ifland in the night- 
time, got on board thefe ihips, about 
,four o'clock yefterday morning; to 
the number as far as we are compe- 
tent to judge, from the obfervations 
we made, and tKe intelligence we re- 
ceived, of between two and three hun- 
ored, where they 'affected to conceal 
themfelves. 

We had our fears refpedling thefe 

, ihipping, and therefore kept a good 

watch upon them ; but it was impof- 

iible for centinels, on this ihore, to 

-defcry them in boarding from the 

, other, the vefTels being betwixt, 

Capt. Rice, who commanded a 
boat of observation, was fent on board 
the Ihipping about nine o'clock, to 
Order the rigging on Ihore,' and was 
without any noife or the fmalleft 
. knowledge of us kidnapped. This 
we did not know till about half an 
hour afterwards ; two failors, under 
pretence of , coming on ihore f6r 
cloaths, gave information of the 
troops being on. board the*fhipping, 
and of Rice's being taken j about 300 
men were then immediately, marched 
to-Yamacraw, oppofite the ihipping, 
with three four pounders, and threw 
.Wp a breaA work. The armed fchoo- 
->'«£■ Hinchinbrook, of— guns, with a 
j number of men w board, which with 



others went up the T>acfc river in the 4 
afternoon of the day preceding, about 
this time fet fail down the fouth river,' 
with intent no doubt of covering the 
landing of the troops from on board 
the merchant flapping : butbeingcon- 
tinually fired at by two companies of 
rifle-men who were placed in ambuf- 
cade, fhe was obliged to come very 
flowly, and often came to, and re- 
turned a very (mart fire -at every place 
where the rifle-men fired from, until 
the tide was {pent and {he could not 
get down. During the courfe of 
their firing only one of our men got 
wounded, and that flightly in the 
thigh ; but on board feveral were feeA 
to fall. 

In town we had exhibited a ftill 
more interefting fcene, we found the 
officers and men clamourous about the 
■capture and detention of Rice ; and 
two gentlemen, lieutenant Daniel Ro- 
berts, of the' St. John Rangers, and 
Mr. Raymond Demere, of St. An- 
drew's parifh, fblicited and were per- 
mitted to go on board, to demand a 
furrender of Rice and his people. 
They accordingly diverted themfelves 
x>f arms, and were rowed by a negro 
on board aveiTel,in which were capt* 
Barclay the commodore, and major 
Grant; and thefe officers, contrary 
to all the principles which cement fo- 
ciety and govern mankind, immedi- 
ately arretted our. deputies, and yet 
detain them as prifopers. 

We waited with anxious 'expecta- 
tion for near half an hour, when We 
demanded Our deputies, by the help 
of a trumpet, without getting any 
Other but ■ infulting a-nfwers ;' where- 
upon we fired two four pounders di- 
rectly into them ; and then they in- 
formed us, that they would fend-Ai 
anfwer in writing ; which they pre- 
sently after* did, figned by Lieu- 
tenant Roberts, and Mr* Demere, 
purporting, that if we would fend 

fie* tw% 
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two of the perfons in whom the peo- 
ple jnqft fl©j&£4ed, ^ey would treat 
wijh them. „ 

Captain Screven, of the St. John's 
gangers, and Captain Baker of the 
St' John's rjflewen, chagrined, no 
doubt, (the farmer particularly, on z& 
count of his Lieutenant) by the de- 
tention of pur deputies, too}t about 
a dozen of riflemen in a boat, and 
rowed directly under the ftern of Capt. 
Ingils, in whof; ye/fel were a great 
part of the ^oldiery, and in per«mp< 
tory terras, <temandpd the deputies, 
and.wtre aniwere^,' after pne (hot 
from Captain Baker, by- a difcharge 
directly down upon theni.of near two 
hundred {hot, both from fwivels and 
fmall arms, 1 which' was kept ud while 
tjiey were in reach ; the captains and 
men in the boat, not one in the 
fmalleU degree canfufed, or even per- 
hajs difappointed by the attack, 
£red thejr rifles, mod of them three 
tinus, and as they fay, not without 
execution ; and wonderful to tell, not 
a man of them killed j one man only 
receiw 1 *! a. {lug in the flefhy part of 
his moulder; which was immediately 
cut put, without the fnaalleil incon- 
venience or danger. The fpeftators 
all declare, as- we now do, that fuch 
a providential deliverance has not yet 
been known. 

This unmanly attack, upon a few 
men in an open boat, produced a ge- 
neral fire from our field pieces arid 
Entrenchments ; and <*s fmart a re- 
turn from two four pounders and fe- 
yeral fwivels from the fhipping ; 
which lafted • from about twelve o'- 
clock; "to four j and although they 
often 'fired, langridge, which continu- 
ally wj» jflkd about our men , not a fingle 
joaan was even touched ; but we have 
no doubjt, a.numl?er of the enemy met 
With g'jyor/e, fate, a^ they were *feen 
jTrequentlytc^fajLJ. 

" About four o'clock we called a 
c^oncjl, and , determined to havfc the 



) 

vefiels immediately, burnt f *n4\i*ft»£t 
orders to colonel M'fntofh ac^Wt 
ingly, whereupon the.Jnvernefv laid 
captain M'Gillivray, loaded \witk 
rice and deer fkins, was. fet on Am IT 
and cut lcofe, to the amount of 
i5,oool. fterling,— Upon this-, tha 
foldiers in the mofl laughable confab 
fion got afhore in the marih, while 
our rifle-men and field, pieces, with 
grape fhot, were inceuantly galling ~ 
them. The {hipping were nowalft> : - 
in confufion, fome got up the river*. \ * 
under cover of the armed fchooner,. </ 
while others caught the flame r and aa. . 
night approached, exhibited a fcene-j . * 
as' they palled and repaffed with the? , : ? 
tide, which in any other but the pre T . 
fent times, would be truly horrible,- 
but is now a fubjedl only of gratuia-r; 1 
tion and applaufe. t .. 7 

The fliips of captains Inglis. and- - 
Wardel, neither got up. the.river, or /> 
on fire, they were ordered on /hare* .-.,.< 
and now are prifoners of captain Sorer. ; 
ven, in the country, and their veflel* ; * 
brought clofe in to a wharf— They > : 
were permitted to write to captain, < 
Barclay in the eyening, to Inform ( ,l 
him of their fituation, and to rtqucft .» 
an exchange of prifoners, which the r,* 
latter peremptorily refufed. 

We have thus given yo.u a partir i, 
cular detail of things, as they really ,-, 
happened, to prevent the belief of any - 
erroneous intelligence, , and fiofn;- 
which you will be competent tQn 
judge of our fituatioa. . - ,- 

Colonel M'Intofh laid before -..(ho-. 
• board a refolution of your Congrefft* / 
to aid us, accompanied by a lettej: .< 
from Mr. Lowndes, and we are yeiy S 
glad that you have determined to a£: 
ford us further ailitfance, and iwiftit l.. 
may arrive in time. • , :: w n-- 

By order of the Council of Safety^ - j 
William Ewen, Prefident**o- 
'Tb the Honourahk the Congpefs, ; \ , • 

or Council of Safety* far 
Scu:b-Carolina> 

n 
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rJt^ k ^>fcr«^(b'-/%^MJ e/^M by inadnilfliMe right* i^ffegiflatof^ 
iy^bt^jcvtraVctUnii s and diftrlftt. with all the other raembersfof tha|f^ 
^bitbki -the government of New-Fork, t community. * - ;■" 

ikWhmkA ' Congrefi convened* Confcious ofour own waiitof abi»'\! 

Tlfft'refpfcdful addrefs of the media- lities, we are, alas ! but too Jfeftfible"* 
hicks in' union, for the city and that every individual is not qualified 



County of New- York, represented 

by their General Committee. 

^ Eleded Delegates, 

With due confidence in the decla- 
ration which you lately made to the 
chairman of our general committee, 
that you are at all times ready and 
willing to attend to every requeft of 
you* -conftituents, or any part of 
them 1 ; -we the mechanicks in union, 
though a very inconfiderable part of 
your conftituents, beg leave to re- 
prefeht, that one of the clauies in 
your refolve refpe&ing the eftablifh- 
ment of a new form of government, 
is erroheoufly conftrued, and for that 
reafon may ferve the moft dangerous 
purpofes; for it is well known how 
indefatigable the emiifaries of the 
Britifh parliament are in the purfuit 
of every fcheme which is likely to 
bring -difgrace upon our rulers, and 
ruin upon us all. At the fame time 
we chearfully acknowledge that the 
genitive fpirit of liberty which ani- 
mates the other part of that refolve, 
did ti6t permit us to^ interpret it in 
any Uther fenfe than that which is 
the ttioft obvious, and likewife the 
moft *■ favorable to the Natural rights 
of njan.- We could not, we never 
can believe you intended that the 
future delegates, or yourfelves, mould 
be vofted with the power of framing 
a new- conftitution For this colony ; 
and that its inhabitants at large 
mould not^exercife the right whid> 
God - ha* * given them, in com- 
mon with all .men, to judge whether 
k be otfnftftent with their intereft to 
accept op -reject a conftitution framed 
for that ftate of which they are mem- 
bers. This is the birthright of every, 
man to whatever ftate he may be- 
long. ^^There he is, or ought to be 



for affifting in the framing of a con* ' ' 
ftitntion : but, that fhare of common 
fenfe which the Almighty hai boun- 
tifully diftributed amongft mankini 
in general, is fufficient to quicken 
every one's feeling, and enable hin> 
to judge rightly what degree of fafety* 
and what advantages he is likely to 
enjoy, or be deprived of, under any 
conftitution propofed to him. For 
this reafon, mould a prepofterous 
confidence in the abilities and inte- 
grity of ourfuture delegates, delode 
us into raeafures which might imply 
a renunciation of our inalienable 
right to ratify ,our laws, we believe 
that your wifdom, your patriotifm; 
your own intereft, nay, your ambition 
itfelf, would urge you to exert all the 
.powers of perfuaiion you poffefs, and 
try every method which, in your 
opinion, could deter us from perpe- 
trating that impious and frantic ad 
of felf-deftruclion ; for, as it would 
precipitate us into a ftate of abfolute 
flavery, the lawful power which, till 
now, you have received from your 
conftituents, to be exercifed over a 
free people, would be annihilated by 
that unnatural aft. It might proba- 
bly accelerate our political death ; " 
but it muft immediately caufe yout 
own. 

, The continued filence of the bo- ' 
dies which are, by eleftion, vefted 
.with aji authority fubordinate to that ' 
ot your houfe, would ftrike us with 
amazement, fhould we fupjpofe that, 
in their prefence, your refolve ever 
was interpreted in -* a ■ fenfe - that wai 
not favourable to the free exercife 
of our inalienable rights. But wey 
who daily* converfe with number* 
who have been deceived by fucfi 
mifconftruclion, conceive that we 

ought 
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•ojhi tt> rnfbrni you m &v6 time, 
that it has alarmed many zealous 
friends to the general caufe which the 
united colonies are defending with 
their lives and fortunes. 

As the general opinion of your up- 
jightnefs depends, in a great meafure, 
on your explanation of that matter ; 
and it being fclf- evident that the po- 
litical happlnefs or mifery of the peo- 
ple under your government, mutt be 
deeply affected by the meafures which 
they may adopt in confequence of 
fach explanation, we truft that you 
will receive this refpectful addrefs 
with indulgence, and that all our 
brethren in this, and the other co- 
lonies in the union, will do us the 
juftice to believe, that it was dictated 
%y the pureft fentiments of iracon- 
fuaed patriotifm. 

The revive which contains the ob- 
noxious claufe already mentioned, is, 
together with the introduction to it, 
in the following words, to wit. . 

* And whereas doubts have arifen, 

* whether this Congrefs are inverted 
f with fbfficient power and authority 
? to deliberate arid determine on fo 

* important a fabjectas. the^neceflity 

* of erecting and conftituting a new 

* form of government and internal 

* police, to the exclufion of all fo- 

* reign jurifdiction, dominion and 

* control whatever. And whereas it 

* appertains of right, folely to the 
*■ people of this colony to determine 

* the faid doubts. Therefore 

* Refolved, That it be recommend- 

* ed to the electors in the feveral 

* counties in this colony, by election 

* in the manner and form prefcribed 

* for the election of the preIent'Con<- 
f grefs, feither to authorize, (in addi- 

* tion to the powers veiled in this 

* Congrefs) their prefent deputies, or 

* others in the ftead of their prefent 

* deputies, or either of them, to take 
€k irtto Confideration the* neceflity and 

* propriety of inltituting fuch new 
'•government as in vid by the {aid 



refolution of the* Continental Can* 
grefs is defcribed and recommend*' 
ed : And if the majority of the 
counties, by their deputies in Pro- 
vincial Congrefs, mall be of opiy 
nion that fuch new government 
ought to bemftituted and eitabJiih- 
ed ; then to inftitute and eftabEib 
fuch a government as they flutl 
deem* belt calculated to fecure fhe 
rights, liberties, and happineft of 
the good people of this colony, and 
to continue in force until a future 
peace with Great-Britain mall xen* 
der the fame unnecef^ary. , 
We cannot forbear exprefling omr 
aftoniihment at the exiftence of the 
doubts alluded to in the introduction 
juft quoted. But when in companion 
to thofe weak minds which . gave 
them birth, you condefcended to- de- 
clare, that ' It appertains folely to> 

* the peopie of this colony to detem- 
' mine the faid doubts ;' you haveria 
the fpirit of the recommendations of 
the General Congrefs, demonftratod 
to your conftituents, that you will oa 
all occaiions warn them to deftroy in 
its embryo, every fcheme that yon 
may difcover to have the leaft ten*. 
dency towards promoting the fclfif^i 
.views of any foreign or domeftic itfi- 
garchy. Your enemies never can 
perfuade people of reflection, that you 
fully inftructed the moft ignorant 
among us by fuch a pofitive declara- 
tion of* our rights, for the purpofe tof 
furreptitioufly obtaining our renunci- 
ation- of them. Human nature, 'de- 
praved as it is, has not yet, and sve 
hope never will be guilty of fo roach 
hypocrify and treachery* 

We orjierve on the contrary, that 
your refolve is perfectly confident 
with the liberal principle on which it 
is introduced; for after having ifet 
forth what relates to the election of 
deputies, you recommend to the elec- 
tors, ' If the majority o'f the counties 

* fhall be of opinion that fuch -new 

* government ought to be inftituted, 

< the* 
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+ then to Ihftitute and eftabliih fuch grefs of tfie United Colonies, 



'.* a government.' 

Pofteriey will behold that refolve as 
*tke »ft of nheir rectitude. It will 
p*ove that you have fully reftored to 
'«s the exereife of our right finally to 
determine on th> laws by which this 
colony is to be governed ; a right of 
which, by the injuftice of the Britiih 
government, we < have till now been 
deprived. But a forced and molt un- 
natural mifconfh'uction, which is art- 
*4ully pot apcn T your refolve, has de- 
ceived many, who really believe that 
we will not be allowed to approve or 
reject the new cenftitution ; they are 
-terrified at the confequences, although 
•a fincere zeal for the general caufe in- 

* ipire -them to fupprefs their remon- 
<frrances, left the common enemy 
-ihouJdava.il himfelf of that circum- 

ftarice> to undermine your authority. 

Imprefled with a juft fear of the 
■ Confequences which refult from that 
-error, we conceive it would be cri- 

* minal in usto continue filent any Ion- 

* ger ; and therefore we befeech you 
CO remove by a full and timely expla- 

■planation, the groundlefs jealoufies 
which arife from a mifconception of 
your patriotic refolve. 

As to us, who do not entertain the 

• lealt doubt of the purity of your inten- 

* dons ; who well know, that your wif- 
'dom could not fufFer you to aim at 
-obtaining powers, of which we can- 

* not lawfully diveft ourfelves ; which, 
-if repeatedly declared by us, to have 
*, been freely granted, would only pro- 

* claim our- infanity, and for that reaibn, 
i -be void of themfelves ; we beg leave, 

j as a* part of your conlHtuents, to ten • 
^der you that tribute of efteem and 

- refpect,to which you arejuftly entitled, 
• VJ for your zeal in fo nobly afferting the 

rights which the people at large have 

- - Sb/legiflation ; and in promoting their 
free'exercife of thofe rights. 

% You have moil religioufly followed 
the lines drawn by the General Con- 



Their 
Taws, iffued in the ftyle of recommen- 
dations, leave inviolate* in the con- 
ventions, the committees, and finally 
the people at large, ^the right of re- 
jection or ratification. But, though 
it be decreed by that auguft body, that 
the punifhments of death fhall,in fome 
cafes be infli£ted, the people have not 
rejected any of their laws, nor even 
remonftrated againft them The rea- 
fon of fuch general fubmiffion is, that 
the whole of their proceedings is cal- 
culated to promote the greateft good 
to be expected from the eircumftances 
which occ^fion their refolves, and 

• fcarcdy adirfit the delays attending 
more folemn forms. The conduct of 
their conftituehts in this inftance, 
clearly mews, what an unbounded 
confidence virtuous rulers may plaec 
in the found judgment, integrity, and 
moderation of a free peopled 

Whatever the interefted fupporters 
of oligarchy may alter t to the con- 
trary, there is not, perhaps, one man, 
nor any fet of men upon earth, who, 
< without the fpecial infpiration of the 
Almighty, could frame a conftitution, 
which in all its parts, would be truly 
unexceptionable, by the majority of 
the people for whom -it might be in- 
tended. And mould God blefs any 
man, or any fet of mert, with fuch. 
eminent gifts, that man, or thofe men, 
having»no<feparate infcereft tofupport, 
in opposition to the general good, 
would fairly fubmit the work to the 
collective judgement of all the indi- • 
viduals who might be interefted in 
its operation. Thefe it is probable, 

* would after due examination, una- 
nimoufly concur in eftabliihing that 
cOnftitution. It would become their 
own joint work, as foon as the 
majority of them mould have freely 
accepted it; and by its having re- 
ceived their free aflent, the only cha- 
raclerifric of the tru^ lawfulness, and 
legality that can be given to human 

inftilu- 
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rinftltntioft^^ would be truly binding mutee* and.Congrenes w&en,|lH^fli*» 



Oxt the people* Any other concur- 
vxence in the , acts of legifiatioa is 
TlHufory and tyrannical ; it proceeds 
from the felfim principles of corrupt 
.oligarchy :. and fhould a fyftem of 
Jaws, appear, or even be good in every 
i other refpe#» - which is fcarcely ^d- 
,;jnifiible, yet it wfuld be imperfect. 
$t could be lawfully binding on npne 
•but the legiilators themfelves, and 
ttauft continue in that ftate of imper- 
^ Je&ion which disgrace the beft laws, 
.now and then made in governments 
. cftablilhed on oligarchic principles, 
,.?and ^deprives them of true legality. 
-As fuch is the cafe with Great Bri- 
tain herfelf, it is evident that her 
„ parliament a/e fb far from having a 
lawful claim to. .our obedience, that 
. they have it not to that of their own 
. eonitituents ; that all our former laws 
have but a relative legality, and that 
not one of them is lawfully binding 
upon us, though even now for the fake 
,or common conveniency, the opera- 
tion of moll of them be and ought 
tp be tolerated, until a new fyftem of 
. government fhall have been freely ra- 
tified by the collegiflative power of 
the people, the fole lawful legiflature 
. of this colony. It would be an act 
of defpotifin to put it in force by any 
4 other means, which God avert ! — 
. The people it is true might be awed, or 
, openly forced to obey, but they 
. would abhor the tyranny and exe- 
crate its authors. They would jiutly 
' - think that they were no longer bound 
to fubmit than defpotifm could be 
.maintained by the fame violent or 
. artfuj means which would have pro- 
v duced its exiftence. 

But the free ratification of the 
people will not be fufficient to render 
the eftabliftunent lawful, unlefs they 

- excrdfe in its fulnefs an uncontroled 

- power to alter the conftitution in the 
, feme manner that it ihall have been 
, received. This power neceilarily in- 
-/volves that of every diftrict, occafio- 

nally to renew their deputies to Com- 



jority of fuch diftrkt fha.ll dunk -fit; 
.and therefore, without ,the interven- 
tion of the executive, or Any oth*- 
power, foreign £9 the body of the re- 
spective electors, that right is fb 
^effcntial to our fafety, that we firmly 
believe you will recommend to all your 
,conftituents immediately to exercife it, 
,and never fufFer ^ts being wrefted from 
them ; otherwife the fenfibitfty of our 
. delegates could not allow them, to fay 
. that t£ey hold their offices from the 
voluntary choice of a free people. 

We like wife conceive that this 
raeafure . will more effectually and 
. more fpeedily than, any other, remove 
• difaffe&ed perfons from all our coun- 
cils, and give our public proceeding* 
a much ' greater weight than they 
have hitherto obtained amongit our 
neighbours. . , 

We never did as a body, nor never 
will, aflume any authority whatfoever 
. in the public tranfactions of the pre- 
- fent times. Common fenfe teaches 
us,* that the abfurdity of the claim 
. would not only deftroy our ufefulnefs 
as a body of voluntary aflbciators, 
who are warmly attached to the cade 
of liberty ; but that it would likewife 
expofe every one of us to deferved 
derifion. At the fame time, we af- 
fure.your honourable houfe, that on 
all occaiions we will continue tp tef- 
. tify our zeal in fupporting the mea- 
fures adopted by CongrefTes and Com- 
mittees, in the profecutioii of their 
grand object, the reftoration of hu- 
, man rights in the united colonies. 
r And if at any future time, the fileqce 
of the bodies in power give us reafon 
to conceive that our reprefentationt 
may be ufeful, we then wiU endea- 
vour to difcharge our duty with pro- 
priety, and reJy .on public indulgence 
for any imperfection which canno^.af- 
feet our uprightnefs. 

Mechanics-Hall, June 14,^776. 
Signed by order of the Corn^wtiee, 
Malcolm M'Ev&n, Chairman. 
WiUiemf- 
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?*#? fii!o<iiHxg dtclttrdtion Mas reported 
to the cerpveytticn , by the committee ap- 
pointed to ptepare the fame, ' and re- 
fer ed to the confederation of a commit- 
tee of the whole convention ; and in 
the mean time, if moat ordered to he 
printed for the perufatofthe members, 
A declaration Of rights made by the 
reprefentarives or the good people 
of Virginia affembled in full and 
' free convention ; which rights do 
pertain to us and our pofterity, as 
the bafis and foundation of govern- 
ment. 

i. That all men are born equally 
free and independent, and have cer- 
tain inherent natural rights, of which 
' '' they cannot, by any compacl, deprive 
or diveft their pofterity ; among which 
are the enjoyment of life and liberty, 
with the means of acquiring and pof* 
felfing property, and purfuing and 
obtaining happinefs and fafety. 

2. That all power is veiled in, and 
confequently derived from the people ; 
that magiftrates are their truftees and 
fervants, and at all times amenable 
to them. 

- %, That'govemment is, or ought 
to be, inftituted for the common be- 
nefit, protection and fecurity of the 
people, nation, or community. Of 
all the various modes and forms of 
government, that is beft, which is ca- 
pable of producing the greateft degree 
of happinefs and fafety, and is moft 
effectually fecured againit the danger 
of mal-adminiftration ; and that, 
whenever any government fhallbe 
found inadequate or contrary to thefe 
pUrpofes, the majority of the commu- 
nity hath an undubitable, unalienable, 
and indefeafiWe right to reform, alter 
or abohfli it/ in fuch a manner as (hall 
be judged moft conducive to the public 
'weal. 

4. That no man or fett of men, 
are intttled to exomfive or feparate 
emoluments or privileges from the 



community; tut in cdnfitterafJofl of 
public fervices ; which, not being de- 
scendible or hereditary,* the idea of a 
man born a magiflrate, a legislator or 
a judge, is unriataral and abiurd/ ''■ 

5. That the legislative and the ex- 
ecutive powers of the ftate fhbuld bo. 
feparate and difthrft from thejudica* 
tive ; and that the member* of the 
two firil may be reftrained from op- 
prellion by feeling and participating 
the burthen of the people, they mould 
at fixed periods, be reduced to a pri- 
vate ftatiori, return into that body from 
which they were originally taken, and* 
the vacancies be fupplied by frequent* 
certain and regular election. 

6. That the elections of members 
to ferve as reprefentarives of the peo- 
ple in Affembly, ought to be free ; 
and that all men having fufficient evi- 
dence of permanent common intereft 
with, and attachment to the commu- 
liity have the right of fuffrage. 

7. That no part of a mans proper- 
ty cari be taken from him, or applied 
to public ufes, without his own con- 
fent, or that of his legal reprefenta- 
rives; nor are the people bound by 
any laws but fuch as they have in 
like manner affented to for their com- 
mon good. 

8. That all power of fufpending 
laws, or the execution of laws, by any 
authority without confent of the re- 
prefentarives of the people, is injurious 
to their rights, and ought not to be 
exercifed. * 

9. That laws having retrofpeel to 
crimes, and punifhing offences com- 
mitted before the exigence of fuch 
laws, are generally oppreffive, and 
ought to be avoided. 

10. That in all capital or criminal 
profecutions a man hath a right to 
demand the caufe and nature of his 
accufations, to be confronted with the 
accufers or witneiFes, to call for evi- 
dence in his favour, and a fpeedy trial 
by an impartial judge of his vicinage, 

* F f -without 
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without whofe unanimous confcnt he 
-eannot be foand guiky, nor can he be 
compelled tjo give evidence again ft 
Jdmtelf; that no man be deprived of 
•his: liberty except by the, law of the 
v Ja«d, pr mejudgment of his. peers. 
i I K That exceiSve bail, ought not to 
ibe> required, nor exceiUve fines im- 
:pofed, nor cruel and unofuai punifh- 
pients in fl idled. 

'. 12. That warrants unfupported by 
evidence, whereby any officer or mef- 
iesiger may be commanded or required 
to iearch fufpe&ed places, or to feize 
any perfon or pertons, his or their 
property, not particularly described, 
are grievous andoppreflive, and ought 
not to be granted. 

< 13. That in contrxrverfies reipe&ing 
property, and in fuits between man 
and man, the ancient trial by jury is 
preferable to any other, and ought to 
be held facred. 

14. That the freedom of the prefs 
is one of the great bulwarks of liber- 
ty, and can never be retrained but by 
defpotic governments, 

lj. That a well regulated militia, 
icompofed of the body of the people, 
trained to arms, is the proper, natu- 
ral, and fafe defence of a free flate ; 
that (landing armies in time of peace 
Should be avoided, as dangerous to 
diberty; and that in all cafes the mi* 
Jitary fhould be under ftrift fubordina- 
looti to, and governed by the. civil 
power. 

■o 16. That the people have a right 
to oniforui government; and there- 
-tore -that no government feparate 
From or independent of the govetn- 
*wcnt of Virginia* ought of right to 
r bc erected or eftablilhed within the 
limits thereof.- f - . 

'; -■ if. That na free government, or 
ttoe, hieing of liberty, an be pre- 
feved.to aiiy people but bya firm ad- 
ikerente to jutriee, .moderation,' tem- 
perance^ frugality and virtue, and by 
irreqvent recurrence to. fundamental 
principle?. 



) 

i&. Thftt religion, or the duty 
-which we owe-^,«u*Cr«(ito^ v a||d-t^ 
manner, of di&hargingiit, can |^ di- 
rected only by rieafpn and coayi#ifc| 1 
not by force or violence ; and there- 
fore, that all inen.Aould enjoy d& 
foiled toleration is the uxerciie of re- 
ligion, according:, to the di&ate&of 
confeience, unpuruVhed and uw«- 
Urained by the magiftrate, unie&, 
fender colour of religion, any fla#p 
cUfturb the peace, the happineff -or 
fafety of fociety. And that it is . the 
mutual duty of all to practice chriftiah 
forbearance, love and charity,, to- 
wards each other, 

FPittjamfiurgb, May 1 1. 
In cmvtntion, preftnt on* hundred oW 
twelve mem/xt?, M#? 15, 1776* 
* Forafmuch as all the endeavour 
of the United Colonies, by the mo^t 
decent repreienta/tioos and petitions, 
to the King and parliament of Great- 
Britain, to reftore peace and fecurity 
to America under the Britith gove.ru> 
ment, and a re-union with that peo- 
ple upon juft and liberal terms, inttcftd 
of a redrefs of grievances, h*ye pro* 
duced, from an imperious and vife- 
diAiveadminrftration, increafed infujtt, 
oppreilion, and a vigorous, attempt to 
effect our total deftru&ion* By a late 
afiall thefe colonies are declared tp 
be in rebellion, and out of the pjo»» 
te&ion of a Brttifh crown* our pro- 
perties fubject to confifcarjon, our 
people, when captivated, compelled 
to join in the murder and plunder of 
their relations and countrymen, and 
ad former, rapine and oppreffioo of 
Americans declared legal aod juft.-~ 
Fleets and armies are raifed* and the 
aid of foreign troops engaged to .affcit 
thefe deftrudivepurpofest The King's 
representative ia thU colony <h*th not 
only withheld all: the powflfs of go- 
vernment from operating for our faie^ 
ty r but 'haviog«,rfeui-cdoa board art 
armed fhip, is carrying on a. piratical 
and favage war againft us, tempting 
' o ■ - K .-.if our 
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^*tfr f flfcve* ~^ ^w^art&ee to refort 
lor hinvand tftdtywg and employing 
* tfiem againft their' r mafters. In this 
ftSte of extreme jfanger, we have no 
^feern**ive left but an* abjed fubmiffion 
to the will of thofc over-bearing ty- 
rants, or a total reparation from the 
Grown and government of Great- 
3 main, uniting "and exerting the 
*ftwmgth of all America for defence, 
J frnd ! forming alliances with foreign 
'l^owdrs for <ommerce and aid in war : 
^Wherefore appealing to the fearcher 
«# hearts for the fincerity of former 
-declarations, exprefllng oar deflre to 
preferve the connexion with that na- 
T <ton, and that we are driven from 
that inclination by their wicked coun- 
cils, and the eternal laws of fclf-pre- 
fervation, 

Refalved unanimously, That the 
delegates appointed to rcprefentthisjco- 
lony m General Congrefs be inftruc- 
ted to propofe to that refpe&able bo- 
dy to declare the united colonies free 
-*rtd independent ftates, absolutely 
fronj all allegiance to, or dependence 
lipen; the crown or parliament of 
Great-Britain ; and that they give the 
aflent of this colony to fuch declara- 
tion; and to whatever meafures may 
be thought proper and neceiTary by 
the Congrefs for forming foreign alli- 
ances, and a confederation of the co- 
lonies, at 'fuch a time, and in the 
-manner, as to them ftuil feem beft : 
Provided, that the power of forming 
government for, and the regulation 
& the internal Concerns of each colo- 
ny, be left to the refpeftive oolonial 
^egiflaturei, ' 

J Revived vnsmimoufly, That a com- 
iftittee be appointed to prepare * de- 
claration of rights, and fuch a plan of 
^vdmment^s- Will be mo* likely to 
^rttdntttin peace and -order in this oo- 
4ony,'4wid Atuw^^bftanual and equal 
ijfrbetff t« the people. 
£*"8fiMHft/w» PBMDLST«K,Prefid»t. 
wJoijn PiwptBTON, Clk* of Con, 



3 > ■, -.., , r,: ■ 

^?ht flHowinv tutb irfmk&Jbed: by, the 
QemftntioninVirginlttT : " f ~ 
: ' I, A. B. in -the pfcdence of AJU 
*nighty God, dofolemnly fweaaf, that 
I will, to the utmcA of *my power*, 
fupportymraintain, and deftni thego- 
vernment of Virginia,- in the preletft 
jiift and neceflliry war; againft' ca}! 
powers whatever, who do, or jnny 
levy or carry oh any hoftility of war 
againft the fame; and that I will not 
ixrany manner aid, or affift, comfort, 
countenance, correfpdnd win or abet 
any perfon whatever, whom I know., 
or have cauie to fufpeel; have defigns 
to further, aid, or aflift the tyrannical 
and cruel war, which the Britifh par- 
liament have levied againft America, 
and that I will, from time to time, 
declare and make known all traitex- 
ous confpiracies md attempts agatwft 
the peace and fafety of Virginia, which 
ftiall come to my knowledge : io help 
mcGod.' 

Gum y s Ijland, (Virginia) June zd % 
1776. 
Lord Dan more having thought pro- 
per to change his ftation, is come ta 
this place, with his followers, and 
veflcls. On the 23d, two of our ten- 
ders arrived with two prizes, and 
brought 75 head of black cattle with 
them, and 14. men to join us, from 
whom we learned that the Provincial 
in Maryland are terribly afraid of 
Lord Dunmore's coming over there, 
while the friends of government are 
daily praying for his arrival. 

On the 30th of May, the Liver- 
pool man of war took a Spanifli 

.mow, with 12,800 dollars, and fane 
rum and mokffes on boards She was 
taken ofFDelaware. The mailer kid 

•he had rprung his maft by ftrefs of 
weather, was going to Philadelphia 
for a new one, and then to jfreceed 
on his voyage to Dominique to buy 
flaves. Seven French -veAels &Je4 
out of Delaware river ott4ig the 7th 
of May. 
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^he Virginia Qazette of June 20, Mr. Womieley, ; one of %\t Majffftyfc 



feysf that t£e Oxford, Captain Stewr 
atft; A 'tranfpbrt from Clyde, with 
Captain SmithY Company of the ^zd 
Regiment on board, was taken on her 
£«flage to America by a Provincial 
privateer, the commander of which 
, |06k all the officers on board his own 
ftip, and put a fofficient number of his 
hands with a prize matter, on board 
fheOxford,to carry her to Philadelphia, 
but having parted from the privateer, 
the carpenter of the Oxford, with the 
jiffiftance of the non-commiflioned offi- 
cers and foUierson board, rofe upon the 
provincials, retook the veffel, and car- 
ried her to Hampton-road in Virgi- 
pia, where they expected to find fhel- 
terwith Lord Dunmore and his Ma- 
jefty's mips; but they having previ- 
ously abandoned that h,arbour, the 
veflel was again feized and boarded by 
the Provincials, who carried her up 
Tames river to Barrel's office, near 
yPilliamfburgh, tp which place the 
failors were fent and confined, and 
the foldiers were ordered tp Richmond 
irt the falls of James river, where 
they were alfo imprifoned. 
Norfolk Harbour, {Virginia) May 3Q. 
'* * The original plan of MeflV Lee, 
; . Henry, and others, has taken place : 
The Convention of this colony have 
declared themfelves * independent of 
preat-Britain,' and have pafTed fome 
refolutions for connTcating the eftates 
. of ■* the deferters of their country's 
liberties/ (as they call thofe who 
.hfive* left the colony.) Mr Corbyn 
, is the only one from this colony of 
. ponfiderable property, his eftate is to 
be fol4 by order of the Convention, — ' 



council, has been feized op account 
of a letter he wrote to Lord Dunni^r^ 
is confined at Wjjjiainfburgh ) he k 
to be tried for treafon againil taejjjr 
berties of America, ana &is eftaxei* 
to be confifcatedby order of the Co^ 
vention, , 

In Provincial Cettffrefi, New-Tori^ 
May \Q r 1776, , .> 

Refolved and ordered, That every 
male inhabitant of the city and county 
of New-York, above the age of 16 
years, and under the age of fifty years, 
who has withdrawn himfelf from the 
fame fince the ftrfl day of June laft, 
be required, and is Jbereby required 
to return without delay > with his arms, 
and accoutrements ; and that every 
male inhabitant between t}ie laid fe* 
vera] ages, be henceforth prohibited^ 
and is hereby prohibited from departs 
ing this city and county, and abient* 
ing himfelf from the fame for more 
than 24 hours, without leave of thCTOPi 
lonel or commanding officer of the bat* 
talion or regiment to which he belo«gr3 
and that the committees in the neigh* 
bouring counties and colonies, into 
whofe diftrids fuch inhahiwntsof thi» 
city and county have fp withdrawn.' 
themfelves, be and are hereby requeftrt 
ed to take effectual means to compel 
the faid inhabitants, who • have :& 
withdrawn themfelves, to return ta 
their ufual place of abode in the. 
fai4 city and county ; And order* 
ed, that this refblution be publiihed 
in all the public news-papers in thix 
colony. . ,-, . 

Extract from the Minutes, 

JR.QBERT;Bfi>N6Qff« Itt&ttAfJii 



' . . ' For the REMEMBRANCE*, f, .-[... 1.- -:.;, :0'>": 

* Soon after the death of the late Lord Bolingbrokc* % gentleman pub-rt 
liQied a fmaH tract of his own writing, and paft it on the wotM ,as*) ski-* 

• poft humous work* of, that noble Lord. This he did to; fhw, that &man of 
gerrius may, whenever he pfeafes, difg'uife his own , ftyle, or affiime .that > 

ror Another, ^without being difcovered. . He has not .only that po*vet himfelf,! 
\>4t Hke the loadftone, he can communicate, it. 1$. gratitude: for the aAr. 
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^&W6S^6 i fec$vMTn^ his colleague at Jhis ejection, ie has, tp»ch$d Mjfc* 
'felhd^s ftfeef l>ed6mcs Impregnated by fuch an operation,- he now finds hip*? 
-fetftfrt full ponef&n of all the powers, of oratory and, ccw^pcAtioii.. s-oU-Jjfr 
iiaa :1 employed thofe powers to the moil mifchievous purppies,,, aaxi ^jnaa<jB,<j| 
total furrender of all pretenfions to the efieem and good opinion pf; ; £u^ 
countrymen, his colleague is not anlwerable for.it, and can qnly in eom»maifc 
vi^th the reft of his former friends, lament it. When Daedalus was prepafiag 
wings for his fon, he cautioned him againft, foaring too high* but the advjjcfl 
of the father was difregarded, and the vanity and folly of the young maa 
plunged Him into destruction. Let the modern Icarus beware pf aJimilar &$fl* 
'•: ' T^e change of ftyle and political fentiments, will be evident tp any perfon 
*vho wiH take the trouble of pejufing the two following extracts, faid toJbtt 
bitten fey the fame perfon.. 



' , From the Pennjylvania Packet, 

Philadelphia s $d Qfiobtr 1774. 

' pjetrafi of a letter from a gentleman in 

^iBtiftd, id' Andrew Allen, dated 20th 

= -■; Surrounded as I am by a thou- 
fand various bufinefles, ftill I cannot 
refill the ftrong inclination I feel to 
tell you that I am alive, and well, 
pnoe more in Old England. For- 
merly! loved the country, and people, 
but now both appear odious to me ; 
their conduct towards the Americans 
is; horrid, cruel, and deteftable; they 
call ye all thieves, pirates and rebels, 
for which in return I make no fcruple 
to-eall them knaves, fcoundrels, and 
fpiritlefs flaves. Every day I am in 
the moll furious quarrels in vindica- 
tion of America, that ever you faw. 
I whh to God that you had a few 
mere friends in this city. I mail, 
through my zealous attachment, lofe 
pr endanger my election j but no 



From the Parliamentary* Rtgifier^Na+ig* 

Houfe of Commons, iotfi February^ 

■ • ' W 6 : j v "-'."-'.'■ s .i>\ 

When gentlemen pf this, houfe. {In- 
fluenced by motives of humanity} re^ 
commended an exception of thefnendts, 
of government in the colonies from 
the rigours of the late prohibitory 
bill, adminiftration Suddenly changea 
its voice ; and they, who juft before 
had boafted, that a majority of thei 
Americans were friendly to their caufty. 
and only waited an opportunity to de- 
clare it with fafety, now pronouueecj, 
that no diftincYion could be made, for 
that they had preferved at beft £ a 
fhamcful neutrality,' and deferved to 
be fubjett to the common calamity of 
their country. This was the liberal 
reward bellowed on men who efpoul- 
cd their caufe from principle, and 
maintained it undaunted and unfup- 
ported, thro* obloquy, and the moft 
imminent danger to their, fortunes,, . 



matter. They already cry, * no ' families, and lives. 

American, no bill of rights man.' My I will not at prefent trefpafs on the 



acquaintance tell mt I am too warm ; 
but do you tell me> my friend, who 
that is made up of American fielh and 
f)lood, can fit calm and compofed to 
Jjeariiis native country, with his dear- 
eft connections, calumniated, belled, 
afrd reprobated i N©, ; by heaven and 
eawfc, Tfwear J I will never filently\ „„ Tt - r „ ? T ^ .„., r ^ TTn# ,._„,_,„_ j __. 

Euti up^ Vrth fach' ill u&^e, while I tumult ' , and \ didder, and. . expofe^, 
aVe breath ta> *-f|peak> or hands to/ ' themielvSs by'their endeavours to pre- 
4'. : ' ' ' ferve 



patience of the houfe,' by entering 
into particulars ; but I cannot forbear 
faying, the friends of peace and good 
order in the province of, ^JewYork, 
did notdeferye.to be reproached wijtfi ; 
a fhameful neutrality;; they flood [S 
forth, and pppbfed^ < as,,' long' as they^ 
were^able, tjve ipcrfja£ng',. current o£ 
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•<glrt/ fafn juft. pehimeiYiom Loh* 
don. It is' with a degree of pleafure 
f can aflure you, many of the great 
. »nen are aihamed of what theytove 
done, ferioutly dreading the nrfbcia- 
«jons, and refentment of the Virgin!. 
|ws in particular. The revenue aris- 
ing from the duties on tobacco is 
mortgaged, and a flop to their ex- 
yortarions would make a glorious con* 
fufion among their high mightinefles. 
When 1 left America I /econunended 
moderation j but with concern I find 
.that conduct will no* do* Refentment 
mnft (hew Ufelf, for our rainifters wilh 
themfelves well out of it- Firmneis 
on the part of fch« Americans will in- 
Ture theiq; tb£ victory. Now is the 
qifw* the, important crifu of your 
whole lives. Yoo can lofe nothing by 
a patbfttjc ftand ; you may gain every 
thing. The people of this country 
are funk in luxury, and wifh only to 
get xheir hands into the purfe of the 
'Americans, to fupport them in it.— 
They are totally indifferent about li- 
berty, and loft to eveiy fenfe of ho- 
lupur or virtue j open corruption is 
conpived at, and approved; oppref- 
fiopi as Wack as hell, darkens the an- 
.nals of the prefent times, and Britons 
feeni happy in their fupine folly and 
bale vaflalage; If once the Ameri- 
cans fubmlt, I forefee a train of evils 
ready to light upon them: Taxes, im- 
pofitions, and oppreflions, without mo- 
deration otend. Now is the appoint- 
ed time to ftruggle like men for yoor 
dear inheritance j' and there can be 
Jtto doubt but Providence and a new 

farliamenf., will do you ample juftice. 
Will weary heaven with my pTayers 
fcr yotn-Tvi^ce^. My fin cere good 
wifltes attend you> and all the reit of 
my 1 worthy countrymen in Philadel- 

? h ^ ^/'V''' V ' .."'.'' ........ . ;, 

4 I have foujtht »n vain for ttfl -adjective, in Johafon'f folio dictionary* It t« a *ay 

»^*0word, although ormned by the pedantic lexicographer, and may >with propriety "be fub- 
ftituted iom< times fur the wtrd Provincial. Jt is a littlt remarkable, however, that this wor4 
(an uncommon one it mud be allowed) fliould be found in all Cur Planus'* Uuers, and >Q 
•very fpecck that Mr. Cruger has favoured the public with, 

By 



ferve their colonial * cprtftitnflbS t6 
the refentment and vengeance of tneif 
incenied neighbours. \i& a dutiful 
mariner they fubrrtitted their grievl 
'ances to the clemency of this Kqufe* 
and the juflice of their fovereignl I 
jieed not ififift on the confequehce. 
I fhall not dwell on the contempt 
with which their 1 zealous advances to 
a reconciliation were rejected. Byt 
this I mull defire, all thofe who de- 
claim on their ignominious neutra- 
lity, to remember, that admiaifta- 
tion not only neglected to aid them 
with a force Efficient to maintain 
their oppofttion againft the zealots in 
their own province, and the united 
powers of the adjacent colonies,* but 
withdrew to Bofton the few troaps 
under the command of General Hal- 
dim and, which might have affiled m 
preferving order, and the freedom 
and impartiality of public pr^ee^l- 
ings. By fuch means the colony ,wa$ 
laid open to incurfions ; many we£$ 
obliged to fecure their perfons frqraj 
danger, by forfaking their friends 
and country, and leaving their f>TOn 
perty at the discretion of their 
enemies, whilft a great number waiter 
ed, with filent patience, under every 
affliction, &r the vigorous protection 
of Great-Britain. 

Their zealous and firm adherence? 
to their principles, crown them wi$fe 
honour ; that they have not bec^ 
fuccefsful, that they were borne dowry 
by -the fuperior force of their opM* 
nents ; that they are left to Jhac^w* 
the common diilrefs* and common 
punifhments of their tmfor*unatft 
countrymen, beams no !«%»* hown 
ever on the character* of thofe Jb^ 
whom they were negl&&ed,heitiayect* 
and fecrinced* * ^-^ ■ *<* 
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By this impolicy (to call it by n* barfher name) the command and ma- 
■V«JW^C th *^W d -B«* n f F in g of America, h*? been lofc.to thai 
£ountjy, a fteedy ; ari4 effeftual fecurity of which, might* havf 'ftve^iS 
jfrpmthe prcfcnt eloomy profpcft of fnteftine carnage, and 'accumulates 
mtfery. Surely, the reprefentative body of the nation are bonnet % n diftf 
tpjiheir conffituerits,* to examine the reafons of fuch negledland mi$£ff 
du&; and they h* particular, who are the afTertors of parliamentary 
fupremacy> are* concerned to enquire why fo effeaual a method of Weaken- 
ing the oppofition,in : America, and fupporting their own adherents, fcaj 
been totally omitted* " V1 - v"' 



Qep$ of a letter from the Hon, Jshn 

-"' ffancocJt, Prefident of the Continental 

W'Gvngrefs, to a Convention of tbii 

citji dated Pbiladelfbia y June n> 

• u <\ * Gentlemen, 

7f J* The Congreft have this day re* 
reived' advice, and are fully convinc- 
ed, that it is thedefignof general 
Mdwe to make an attack upon the 
city of New-York as foon as poffible; 
the attack they have reafon to believe 
wlHbe made within ten days ; I am 
ihereTore moft earnestly to requeft you 
W order of the Congrefs, to call 
forth your militia* as requeued in my 
fewer of the 4th kiftant, and to for- 
ward them with all difpatch to the 
Gity of New-York ; and that you di- 
r*£t that they march in companies, 
or any other way that will haften* 
their arrival there. The important 
4ky is' at hand that will decide not 
bhty the fate of the city of New- 
Ybtfe, but in all probability of the 
Whole' province. On fuch an occa- 
fiori*here is no neceffity to ufe argu- 
iffefttS with Americans; their feel- 
big^ -1 well know will prompt them 
ttf'tlieirduty, and the facrednefs of 
tfte caufe'will urge them to the field. 
The greateft exertions of vigour and 
expedition are requifite to prevent 
our enemies from getting pofleffion 
of that town; I muft therefore again 
*fcOfi eariieftly requeft you, in the 



name and by the authority of €oni 
gfefs, to-fend forward the fcrflki*; 
agreeable to the requifition of 05^ 
g*efs, and that you will do it with ell 
fke diipktch which the infinite inii 
• portance of the caufe demands. -V 

* I have the honour to be gentle- 
men, your moil obedient humble 
fervent* 

4 John Hancock, Preldent* 

The Continental Goftgrefs bars 
ordered three thon&nd men to be 
roifed in jerfey, and eight more bat- 
talions to be raifedin Comie&icut 
and fent to New- York. Joieph 
Read, Efq. of Philadelphia, « ap- 
pointed adjatant-gener»l in the room 
of Horatio Gates, Efq. made a major 
general ; and Stephen Moyland; 
Efq. is appointed quarter-maiSer ge^ 
neral, in the room of ThtmtasMiffi 
lm, Efq. made a brigadier general. * - : 
In Provincial Ctngref f, \Kew-Yirll '' 
7«ne%, 1776. 

Refolved, that the thanks of, this 
Congrefs be preferred to his Excei n 
lency General Washington, fpr the 
important fervices he has rendered %q 
the United Colonies, and for cheat* 
tention. he has paid to the injereft 
and civil, authority of this $o)onyj 
and that he be allured pf ,tl>e readirv 
nefs pf thia Congrefs,, to a^Uhea* 
all the aid in their power,' to enable 
them to execute the important truft 
repofcd in him. -: - ,. , t . .^ * « 
-•■-■ ■ \/" - ■ <>-, .../. OrV 
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Ordered, that the Pfefident waif 
upon General Wafliington,- and com- 
municate the faid refolution to him. 
, June 9th v The Prefident informed 
the Congrefs, that purfuant to the 
order of yefterday, he waited upon 
his Excellency General Walhington, 
and communicated to him the re- 
solve therein mentioned ; that his 
Excellency was pleafed to return the 
following anfwer, and requeued the 
Prefident to communicate the fame 
to Congrefs. 

* Gentlemen, 

* * I am extremely obliged for the 
high fenfe you entertain of my fer- 
vices, and for your promifes of every 
pofBbie aififtance in the difcharge of 
my important duty. , 

* You may reft aflured, that my 
attention to the happinefs of this co- 
lony (hall not be wanting, nor my 
regard to its civil authority remitted, 
whilll I am honoured with the com- 
mand I now hold/ 

■ Ordered, that the faid refolve of 
yefterday, and his Excellency Gene- 
«ral Wafhington's anfwer, be pub- 
lished in the public news-papers. 
Extract from the Minutes. 

Robert Benson, Sec. 
r . Lord Howe in his letter to go- 
vernment upon his arriving off Hali- 
fax, faid he had met with much hard 
weather in his voyage ; faw not one 
of the tranfports of Commodore Ho- 
tham's fleet; commended very high- 
ly his own fhip the Eagle, as being a 
very faft failor : he went to Halifax, 
becaufe when he left England, the 
laft accounts from General Howe were 
dated from Nantafkct Road, and it 
Was not then certainly known, whe- 
ther General Howe would go to Ha- 
lifax or return to Eofton. An opi- 
nion prevailed among the officers of 
the fleet, that the proviiion mips 
which had been blown to the Weil- 
Ifldies would tome in, and if fo, they 
might flay in Nantafket Road, or re- 
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turn to Boftort. But the ffrfl: divinW 
of the embarkation* cottfiftittg of the ' 
inhabitants only (of fiofton) werft 
immediately to Halifax. Of thfc 
circumftance Lord Howe had pofi* 
tive information* before he left Eng- 
land, therefore he failed diredUy to 
Halifax, to get intelligence of his 
brother. 

General Howe, in his letter to go j 
verment before he failed from Hali- 
fax, faid he was going to the neigh- 
bourhood of New- York, being the 
moft convenient and central fituation 
to adl from ; that he had fent for 
General Clinton to come and join 
him ; the rendezvous' was Sandy 
Hook. But though he had the 
greatefl confidence in his troops, 
who were in the higheft fpirits, under 
the mofl exa&difcipline, that no com- 
mander could wifh to have finer men, 
&c. yet he would put nothing to the 
hazard till re-inforced. But not- 
withftanding this refolution, he faid, 
if the Americans would give him 
battle fairly, he would fight them. 

[Thefe letters of Lord and Gene-' 
ral Howe, were nofpublifhed.] 

Whitehall, Augufi xo, 1776. 
ExtraBs of two Letters from the Ho- 
nourable General Howe to Lord 
George Germain, dated at Stafeu 
Ijland the ph and Sth of July lajl, 
which were this day received by 
Licutenant-Cohvcl Blunt , who arri • 
*ued in the Mercuiy Packet* 
* The Mercury Packet is difpatch- 
ed to inform your lordftiip of the ar- 
rival of the Hallifax fleet, on the* 
29th of June, at Sandy Hook, where 1 
arrived four days fooner in the Grey- 
hound frigate I met with Governor 
Tryon on board of fhip at the Hook,, 
and many gentlemen, fall friends t$ 
government, attending him, from 
whom I have had the fulleit informa- 
tion of the £ate of the rebels, who are 
numerous and very advantagcoufly 
polled with ilrong i:i*trenchments'botn ; 

u^on 
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^^^jLpjjgJto^randiAat of Nw 
^q^Jc, ( \yiA *nqre; than one hundred 
$>*ece^<Qf cajan'cfft i§>r -the defence of 
the fowa towards the fea, and to ob- 
fbruc\ the paflags >af the fleet up the 
npj^th ritfer, , befide$ a confiderable 
£ejd train, of artillery,., 

' We pafTed the narrows with three 
fl^ps of war and the firft divifion of 
tranfports 3 landed the grenadiers and 
light infantry, as the fhips came up 
OH this ifland, to the great joy of a 
i£pii loyal people, long fuffering on 
that account under the oppreflion of 
"U?^: rebels, ftationed among them, 
who precipitately fled on the approach 
o£the dipping. The remainder of 
the^^coops landed during the next 
4^yand nighty and are now diftri* 
bated in cantonments where they 
have .the-beft refrelhment. In juftice 
tip captain Reynar, of "his majefiy's 
fhip Chatham, who was directed by 
tite admiral to make the difpofition 
of boats for landing the troops, and 
to Captain Curtis, commanding the 
Senegal floop of war, who was to 
fuperintend the execution, I muftex- 
prefs my intire fatisfa&ion in the 
conduct of thofe gentlemen, and the 
dependence to be placed upon their 
future fervices in this line. 

"..* I propofe waiting here for- the 
Englifh fleet, or for the arrival of 
Lieutenant-general Clinton, in rea- 
diness to proceed, unlefs by fome 
unexpected change of circumftances, 
in ine mean time it mould be found 
expedient to a£ with the prefent 
force. 

* Vice Admiral Shuldham was join- 
ed on his voyage by fix tranfports 
bfelbnglng to Highland corps, having 
three companies of the ^id and three 
of the 71ft on board. / There is no 
oilier intelligence of this embarkation, 
excepting' an account publifhed in 
the New York papers, that two trans- 
ports of the fleet were taken by the 
enemy's privateers, arid carried into 



Bo&oh; tha* toajotf Mtnzite ivd* 
killed in the en£ageme»tv andiiisoi 
tenant*colonel Campbell, of thej^ifl 
mad? prifoner, with ,ftfteenvdtMfr 
officers, and about foUf hundred ind 
fifty men. . ■•."'»', ■ .! <. : /i 

* Governor Franklynv who fotr-sa 
lo'ng time maintained his ground ift 
Jerfey, has been lately taken ' intdi 
cuilody at Amboy, and is at <thhi 
time detained a prifoner in Connect 
ticut : and the mayor of ,New York 
was confined a few days ago upon 
a. frivolous complaint of fending 
intelligence to • governor Tryonj* 
brought to trial, and condemned, to 
fuffcr death ; but, by the, l*jk in&Ui^ 
gence, the fen ten ce was not carried 
into execution. 

* Notwithstanding thefe violent 
proceedings, I have the fatisfa&iorf 
to inform your lordlhip, that there &■ 
great reafon to expecl a numerous 
body of the inhabitants to join, the* 
army from the provinces of York, the? 
Jerfcys,, and Connecticut, who, in: 
this time of univerfal , oppreffion*. 
only wait for opportunities to give 
proofs of their loyalty and zeal fof 
government. Sixty men came over 
two days ago, with a few arms frOni 
the neighbourhood of Shrewsbury* id 
Jerfey, who are all defirous to ferve ;; 
and I underftand there are 500 more 
in that quarter ready to follow thek 
example. This difpofition among 
the people makes me impatient fo* 
the arrival of Lord Howe, concluding 
the powers with which he is furnifhed. 
will have the beft effect at this critical 
time. ■,.'-. 

* A naval force is preparing to be 
fent up the north river, and order* 
are given for. two of his Majefty's , 
fhips, the one of 40 guns and 'the. 
other 20, to proceed upon thatfer**- 
vice. Several men have within &ef$, 
two days come over to this iflamj* 
and to the fhips, and I am infonaedc 
that the Continental Congrefs have 

G g dej 
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*te£ared the united Colonies free and and 
independent ftates. 
• , « Lieutenant-colonel Blunt, of the 
■4& regiment* who ,bas my leave to 
iret&irn to Britain from the particular 
ifituation of his affairs, .will deliver 
ithefc dtfpatches.' [Gazette.] 

$bt following is an exiraSi of a Utter 
\, from Governor Trjon to Lord , George 
vGemaiu, fated on hard the Jbip 
Dmcbtfc of Gordon, off State* ffiand, 
.;.. fke%tb : 9 fjuljl*ft. 

* I have the fatisfa&ion to ac- 
quaint your lordfliip of the arrival of 
jthe fleet under the command of Ad* 
iniral Shuldham in this port on the 
aoth ult. and that General Howe 
diJembarked the troops under his 
command on Staten Ifland without 
opposition; on which occaflon the 
inhabitants qf the ifland came down 
%o welcome the arrival of their deli- 
verer^, and, have, fince afforded the 
army every fupply and accommoda- 
tion in their power. 

* On Saturday laft I reviewed the 
jnilitia «f tne ifl anc l at Richmond 
town, where near 400 appeared, who 
chearfully, on my. recommendation, 



die next, upon Staten Ifland, 
without any opposition or interrup- 
tion, the inhabitants having imme* 
-diately ^ on the troops landing fat* 
rendered, and put thefcrfelves under 
rthe protection of his Majefty*s arms'; 
that two hundred of the inhabitants 
-were embodied ; that the whole ifland 
had taken the oath of allegiance and 
.fidelity to the King ; and that a party 
of fixty men with their arms had 
made their efcape from the province 
of New-Jerfey, and joined the King's 
troops. 

The arrival of Lord Howe, and 
the reinforcement under Commodore 
Hotham, were daily expected at Sta- 
ten Ifland, Lord Shuldham having 
itationed his crnizers in the propereft 
manner to fall in with and direct them 
thither. ' [ibid.'] 

For the fame reafon that Lord 
Howe went to Halifax, Commodore 
Hotham with the Heffian guards, &c» 
went thither. Part arrived thereon 
30th of June, and the remainder on 
2d and 7 th of July. They departed 
from thence for New- York in three 
divifions; the firft failed on the ^d 



took the oaths of allegiance and fide- of July, the fecond on the 8th of Ju- 
lity to his majeity. To-morrow I \y, and the third, in which were the 
another . muiler for the 



lity 

3m. to have 

enliftment of. volunteers, to form 
provincial corps for the defence of 
the ifland, as the General finds it an 
Important quarter to hold againft the 
rebels. [/W.] 

Admiralty -Office, Auguft 10. By a 
Jetter received this day from Vice- 
jWmiraJ Lord. Shuldham, dat;ed Sta- 
ten Ifland near New-York, the 8th 
Of July lafl, it appears that his Lord- 
Jhip arrived there on the 3d of that 
jnonth with his Majefty's fhips under 
his command, and the whole fleet of 
tranfports, victuallers, and ftorefliips 
, *inder his convoy, withou; any.lofs 
<?r feparation ; that his Mfljefty's 
$rpops under the command of Gene- 
^IfdHewewerc lauded, gn tkat .day- 



light horfe, on the 19th of July. 
• Colonel Blunt left General Ho\ve 
on the iQth of Jury, nothing further 
had then happened. The Americans 
it was fuppofed were ready to receive 
General Howe at New- York, and it 
was fuppofed that General Washing- 
ton intended to make his ftand there. 
Extracl of a Utter from Caft. Tci&ard, 
of the Mermaid tr&nffort, to bis 
owners, dated Halifax, June 24, 

* We left Greenock the 29th 6f 
April, and having bad weather, "part- - 
ed with the fleet off Scilly the 4th of 
May ; as my orders from the captain 
of the, Flora frigate were, inxafeofa 
feparation, to Jail for Boflon, I made 
thegreateft difpatch in mypowfrfer 

that 
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Iditf&aptlk .;. 9 n .-i»y pafl^ge I picked 
^g^^era^ trattfpor.ts, but ; by fome 
jaocHen^'or pther parted with them 
.^^thatwe were a fingle-fhip for 
34 days before we made land, which 
wa&\on the *oth of. June* when we 
difcovered Cape Anne (i : 2 leagues 
from Bofton) ioon after which we fell 
in with an American privateer, of 
10 fix pounders and fourteen fwivels ; 
we having, only four.' fwivels, we 
thought it befl to bear off from her, 
but ;t falling calm fhe rowed up to 
us j by this time we were a little pre- 
pared for; her, having got the bed- 
ding, &c, placed in the netting all 
round the flap, in. order to fecure the 
ibldiers we had on board, in number 
1 20, from their grape mot. At a lit- 
..tie befpre four in the afternoon the 
^engagement began, and continued for 

• nine glaiTes., when the privateer rowed 
from, us again. It is impofllble to 
know what execution we did, but a^ 
we were within piitol (hot of each 

,. other during two hours of the engage- 

. ment, we concluded our, mufquetry 

^muft have been feverely fjlt amongft 

.them. We could plainly fee them 

/heave two killed men overboard, and 

I faw one ma$ fall, from the fhrouds,/ 

*Three of our foldiers were wounded, 

. 7 pae Jpaman, . and myfelf. . On the 

. * : ij^h 40ft. we fejjin with his Majefty's 

v.^up Milford, from whence we learned 

;v .^$]Efc>ftQa,was, in the hands of the 

: Frovin^iai«^a|>d that General Hgwe 

'/Bad fcaled fer ftajifaxj but as: a few 

ygf our tranf^Qrts vv^re then lying at 

'..BoAon bay, under protection ofliis 

,*, Majefly's ftip the Renown, Captain, 

AS £anks, the Miiford efcorted us thi 

ther, where we arrived, or rather 

^ame within light of it on the i^xh 

the provincials the night 

•M^ed a battery on Long 

i in the morning began 

.^^orts, whom they forced out to fea ; 
: *^ejoine4them^ajftdaxrived fafe; here . 

* £ jefterday evenings 




-_ ' The officers and flbldiers {par! of 
General Frafer'snewraife'dregiment) 
behaved with thegreateft courage and 
activity, and* two of the foldtersi who 
were dangeroufly wounded, we ptjt 
on board the Renown to be taken 
proper care of. 1 The veflel fuffeced 
much in her rigging, On the zzd of 
June we fell in with the Lord Howe 
(a Tingle fhip) who faw us fafe into 
Halifax, as we parted with the Re^ 
nown, and then, without entering the 
port pf Halifax, Hood out to fea, as 
we fuppofed to the fouthward.' 

The Edinburgh Courant (ays, that 
the Venus, Captain Wilfon, and the 
Crawford, Captain M'Lean, were 
taken and carried into Bofton : on 
board the- firft was Captain Frafer's 
.company, and Captain M'Leod with 
Jus company on board the other.— * 
Upon their arrival off Cape Ann, 
; they were attacked by four privateers, 
whom they fought a confiderable 
time, and obliged them to fheer ofa 
They then went into Nantafket roadi, 
in eype&ation of finding the men of 
war there, but, in place thereof, were 
Turrounded by a great number of 
.a^med fchooners, who, with the af- 
-fiftance of the privateers formerly 
beat, off, carried them into Bofton. 
Extraftofa letter from afeldcfficer in 

General Howe? \ army> dated Stater: 

IJland> July 10, 1776. 

* I know it will be painful to you 
to Jearn that our worthy friend CV t 
Archibald Campbell is certainly 
taken prifoner off the coaft of New- 
England by two privateers lately fit- 
ted out by the Provincials* and fape- 
rior to any they have heretofore 
launched. 

* It gives unexpreffible concern to 
his friends, who you know are nume- 
rous* We comfort our&ves with his 
being fafe and unhurt, after a moil 
gallant defence, wherein between 
twenty and thirty were killed on 
board his tranfport, among whom was 
Major Menjdes/ Jri^ 
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JnfiruBions to the Reprejtntatinfes of the 
t&vcn of Bofton f . 
Gentlemen, 
Touching the internal < police of 
this colony, it -is efTentially necenary, 
in order to preferve harmony among 
eurfelves, that' the conftituent boay 
be fatisfied that they are fairly and 
fully reprefented. — The right to le- 
gislate is originally due to every 
member of the community; which 
right is always exercifed in the in- 
fancy of a ftate : but, when the inha- 
bitants are become numerous, it is 
not only inconvenient, but impract- 
icable for all to meet ip one aflembly ; 
and hence arofe the neceflity and 
practice of legiflating by a few, freely 
chofen by the many. When this 
xrhoiae is free, and the reprefentation 
equal, it is the people's fault if they 
are not happy : we therefore inftrutt 
you to deviie fome means to obtain 
an equal reprefentation of the people 
of this colony in the legiflature : — 
but csie mould be taken, that the 
aiTembly be not unweildy ; for this 
would be an approach to the evil 
meant to be cured by reprefentation. 
The largeft bodies of men do not al- 
ways difpatch bufinefs with the great- 
eft expedition, nor conduct it in the 
^vifeft manner. 

It is elTential to liberty, that the 
legiflative, judicial, and executive 
powers of government, be, as nearly 
as poilible, independent of, and fe- 
parate from each other ; for where 
they are united in the fame perfons, 
cr number of perfons, there would be 
wanting that mutual check which is 
the principal fecurity againft the mak- 
ing of arbitrary laws, and a wanton 
exercife of power in the execution of 
them. It is alfo of the higheft im- 
portance, that every perfon in a judi- 
ciary department employ the greateft 
part of his time and attention in the 
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duties of his office ; we therefore fea- 
ther initruct you, to procure the enac- 
ting fuch law or laws, as fhaM make 
it incompatible for the fame perfon 
to hold a feat in the legiflative and 
executive departments of government 
at one and the fame time : that fliall 
render the judges, in every judicatory 
through the colony, dependent not on 
the uncertain tenure of caprice or 
plcafure, but 00 an unimpeachable 
deportment in the important duties 
of their ftatipn, for their continuance 
in office : and to prevent the multi- 
plicity of offices in the fame perfon, 
that fuch falaries be fettled upon them 
as will place them above the neceflity 
of Hooping to any indirect or colla- 
teral means for fubfiftance. We wifh 
to avoid a profufton of the public nior 
nies on the one hand, and -the dan- 
ger of facrificing our liberties to a 
fpirit of parfimony on the other. Not 
doubting of your zeal and abilities in 
the common caufe of our country, we 
leave your difcretion to prompt fuch 
exertions, in promoting any military 
operations, as the exigences of our 
public affairs may require: and in 
the 'fame confidence of your fervor 
and attachment to the" public weal, 
we readily fubmit all other matters of 
public moment, that may require 
your confideration,- to your own wif- 
dom and difcretion. 
At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of 

the town of Maiden, May 27, 1776^ 

it 'was voted unanimoufiy, that the 
following inftruftions he given to their 

reprefentative, viz. 

' To Mr. Ezra Sargcant. 
Sir, 

A refolution of the Hon. Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, calling upon the ' 
feveral towns in this colony to exprefs 
their minds with refpeel to the impof- ' 
tant quellion of American indepen- * 
dence, is the occafion of our now in- 



f The former part of ihefe inftruftions is in page 136, copied from the EngUfli Prints,. 

iwhich omiuedihis tetter jjart. ."....'' 

*" s • " Jfru&ing 
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The time was, Sir, hear oftheflaughterof^=-~,a 

pofedly fleej* with, their blood upon 
his foul. The manner in which the 



frtt&ing yon 

when we loved the King and the peo- 
ple of Great Britain with an affettion 
truly filial ; we felt ourfelves inte- 
refted in their glory; we lhared in 
.their j'^ys and forrows; we chearfully 
poured the fruit of all our labours into 
the lap of our mother-country, and 
without reluctance expended our 
Wood and our treafure in their caufe. 
- Thefe were our fentiments towards 
XJreat Britain while me continued to 
*£t the part of a parent itate ; we felt 
ourfelves happy in our connection 
with her, nor wiihed it to be diflblv- 
ed ; but our fentiments are altered, it 
is now • the ardent wifh of our fouls 
tnat America may become a free 
and independent ftate; 

A fenfe of unprovoked injuries 
will arouze the refentment of the 
inoft peaceful. Such injuries thefe 
colonies have received from Britain. 
UnjuiHfiable claims have been made 
by the King and- his minions to tax 
us without our con fent ; thefe claims 
have been profecuted in . a manner 
cruel and unjuft to the higheft de- 
gree. The frantic policy of admi- 
niftration hath induced them to fend 
fleets and armies to America; that 
by depriving us of our trade and cut- 
ting the throats of our brethren, they 
might awe us into fubmiflion, and 
erect a fyftem of defpotifm in Ame- 
rica, which mould fo far enlarge the 
influence of the crown as to enable it 
to rivet their ftiacklesf upon the people 
pi Great-Britain. 

This plan was brought to a crifis, 
upon the ever memorable nineteenth 
of* April. We remember the fatal 
day ! the expiring groans of our coun- 
trymen yet vibrate on our ears \ and 
we now behold the flames of their 
• peaceful dwellings afcending to hea- 
ven I we hear their blood crying to 
us from the ground for vengeance ! 
charging us, as we value the peace of 



and com- 



their flames , tc*h ave no further con- _.. ____..__ . ... .... _ r , ___ 

neilion witii^Bfejwho can unfeelingly prefent age will be deficient in their 

duty 



war ha^been profecuted hath con- 
firmed us in thefe fentiments; piracy 
and murder, robbery and breach of 
Faith have been confpicuous in the 
conduct of the King's troops : de* 
fencelefs towns have been attacked 
and deflroyed : the ruins of Charles- 
town which are daily in our view, 
daily reminds us of this : the cries 
of the widow and the orphan demand 
our attention ; they demand that the 
hand of pity mould wipe the tear from 
their eye, and that the (word of their 
country mould avenge their wrongs* 
We long entertained hopes that the 
fpirit of the Britiih nation would 
once more induce them to aflert their 
own and our rights, and bring \o % 
condign punifhment the elevated 
Villains who have trampled upon the 
facred rights of men, and affronted 
t'ie majefty of the people- We hoped 
in vain ; they have loft their, love to 
freedom ; they have loft their fpirit 
of juft refentment \ we therefore re- 
nounce with difdain Our connexion 
with a kingdom of flaves ; we bid a 
final adieu to Britain. 

Could an accommodation be npw 
effected, we have reafon to think that 
it would be fatal to the liberties of 
America ; we lhould foon catch the 
contagion of venality and difliparion 
which hath fubje&ed Britons to law* 
lefs domination. Were we placed in 
the fltuation we were in in 1763 : 
were tne powers of appointing to of- 
fices, and commanding the militia, in 
the hands of Governors, our arts, 
trade and manufactures, would be 
cramped ; nay, more than this, the 
life of every man who has been ac- 
tive in the caufe of his country would 
be endangered. 

For thefe reafons, as well as many 
others which might be produced, we 
are confirmed in the opinion, that the 



'/ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



' ( »34 ) 

a>tt^» T G'd*;dWrpoftcntyaadtK6m- She mounted 

faves* if they do not eftabliih an Ame^ 

jieairrepubLk:, -This is the only form 

©f government . which we wi^h ta fee 

eftamiihed ; for we can never be wiU 

ttsgly fubject to any other King than 

fee, who being pofTefled of infinite 

wifdom, goodnefs and re&itude, is 

alone fit to poffefs, unlimited power. 

We have freely fpoken our fenti- 
nents upon this important fubje& ; 
tat we mean not to dictate ; we have 
unbounded confidence ii> thewifdom 
sad nprightnefs of the Continental 
Congrefs : with pleafure wc recol- 
lect that this affair is under their di- 
rection : and we now inftrudl you 
Sir, to give them the ftrongeft afiur- 
ance, that, if they mould declare 
America to be a free and indepen- 
dent republic, your conftituents will 
'fcpport and defend the meafure, to 
tfce lanV drop of their blood, and the 
lait farthing of their treafore. 
Atteft. 
Sam. Meruit, Town-Clerk, 

Hartford, {Ctinnefticw) , May 20. A 
number of tories have been difcovered 
the neighbourhood of Fairfield, 



fix carriage gunt r * 
number o£ fwivels, and hid on boara 
1 8 men; The Franklin, at that time, 
had only zi men. Captain Mugford, 
determining to bring her into thw 
harbour, the inhabitants, on leaving 
their respective places of worihip, af- 
ternoon's fervice (it being the day of 
the continental fail) had the pleafure of 
feeing the moft valuable prists taken 
iince the commencement of 'the war^ 
entering, the harbour ;. but it being 
ebb-tide, ihe lay till theenfuingnight- 
As her cargo was of almoil ineilimable 
value to thefe colonies, it was thought 
prudent to bring up to town toe 
greateft part of it. in boats; and a 
.large number being immediately dis- 
patched, the fame was foon fafely 
landed and properly depoiked. 

The ihip is about 300 tons burthen* 
Alexander Lumfdale, mailer. She 
had £vt weeks pafiage^ and failed 
from Cork in company with 1 2 or 1 3 
other tranfports, all bound to thi$ 
place, from which ihe parted a feiy 
days before ihe was ta^en. The 
others, it is concluded hearing of th$ 
evacuation of the- town from one of 

taken up andimprifoned, Thefe and the cruizers, fteered for Halifax. — 

others correfpondwith the enemies of * The captain brings no material ad- 

America; and a line of intelligence vices. 

from hence to Quebec has been taken 

up, whereby every movement of ours 

has been made known to our enemies. 
Bttjhn 7 May 13. Early laft Friday 

morning the Franklin ichooner, one 

of^the continental cruizers, com- 
manded by Captain James Mugford, 

of Marblehead, fell in withontof the 

enemy's tranfport ihips from Cork, 
- bound diredlyinto this harbour, the 
* Captain not knowing that the place 

had been evacuated by the Britifh 
. fleet and army. Notwithstanding 

flie appeared to be an armed fhip, and 
x was in fight of the enemy-'s men 

Of war lying in Nantafket, Captain 

Mugford reiblutely bore down upon 

her, and took her without oppofitioa* 



in 



We hear from Providence, that as, 
a company of American regulars werje 

getting up the cable and ancho? which 
le Glafgow a little while, ago. had 
left in her great fright, a large prize 
floop came in (Captain Wall, from 
Maryland, loaded with flour* Sec,) 
which Wallace had carried out with 
him the day before, k being very 
thick weather, and jhe expecting ta 
find the Glafgow lying whese m.e l$£% 
her, got clofe in with our boat before 
ihe difcovered who it belonged 450, 
when the boat immediately boarded 
her, and- brought her into Newport), ' 
We hear that the contineatal. cur- 
rency is received in payment,, and 
paifes very freely, among tae inhaai- 
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fan* 'of the French Weft-India 
iflands. [Bofton Gazette*] 

The American Continental Con- 
grefi have contracted for the building 
bf 13 frigates, from 20 to 40 guns, 
which are to be ready for fea by the 
10th of Sent. 1776, viz. 4 at Phila- 
delphia, 2 in the North River, 2 in 
Connecticut, 2 in Maryland, and 3 
in New Hampfhire* 
j The American Congrefs have fitted 
<mt twenty privateers, of fixteen guns, 
and one hundred and twenty men 
•each. A certain fhare of the prizes 
they take, is depofited in the Con- 
grefs bank, to carry on the war ; and 
Hie remainder is diftributed among 
the crews. One of theft privateers, 
named the Reprifal, took the Friend- 
ship, Capt. Macky, from Granada 
with upwards of five hundred hogf- 
heads of fugar. The captain of- the 
privateer offered Capt. Macky his li- 
berty, and permifiion to take his/r;- 
vate property, which were accepted. 
But the crew of the Friendfliip vo- 
luntarily entered into the fervice of 
the American Congrefs. This pri- 
vateer two or three days afterwards 
took two more merchant vefTels, viz. 
one from Antigua to Cork, and one 
from 8t. Vincent y s to Liverpool 
Advices from the Weft Indies in ge- 
neral fay that the fea is covered with 
the American privateers. 
Extra# of a letter to the Congrefi, dated 
from Rhode Ijland, June 12, 1776. 

* Captain Broad, of the Hazard, 
of 1 2 guns, and Captain Brookes of 
<he Sun-Flower, of 22 guns, have 
brought into this port two armed 
veffeis, belonging to the enemy, and 
four tranfports,* part of General 
Howe's fquadron. They had on 
board provifions, cloathing, and war- 
like implements, for the minifterial 
army/ ' 

Philadelphia, June 12. Yefterday 
$wo fhips from. England, laden with 
provifions and military accoutrements 



5 ) 

for the minifterial array, were brougJlt 

into this port by the Provincial arme^ 
velTel reward, David Allen, cow- 
man d er. The above veJTdU ha4 
many letters on board, addreffed tp 
the officers in the army, which wesp 
immediately difpatched to the Conr 
grefs. ♦ 

The brig Hope, Captain Mille^ 
with 38 paffengers, factors, and#ore- 
keepers, bound for Clyde, was flop- 
ped as (lie was going down Jame* 
'River, by an American armed veflcl, 
the paflengers made prifoners for £vc 
days, and one-third part of the {hip 
and cargo con fife a ted, {he being Bri- 
ti/h property. 

Halifax, June 25, iyj6* By fome 
tranfports arrived from Nanta&eC 
road, we are informed, That fome 
days before they left Nantaiket, there- 
bets began fome works, and erected a 
battery oppofite to where the Renown, 
Commodore Banks, lay. The day 
before they failed the enemy opeaed 
the faid battery, and began to fire 
upon the Renown, and threw iereral 
(hells . The day they failed they pb- 
ferved the enemy carrying a number 
of cannon toward Point Aldertoa, it 
was fuppofed to erect a battery there,. 
to flop the {hipping going out ; opoa 
which Commodore £anks thought it 
adviieable to leave Nantafket road 
immediately, with the tranfports there, 
which he did, after having deftroyed 
the light houfe. 

Alio arrived the armed brig Hojpe, 
Capt. Dawfon, from Nantafket Road, 
who informs us, that Meffrs. Brulh, 
jackfon, Whitworth, Perry, and 6> 
veral others who had diilinguiheA 
themfelves by figning the addrefs.ta 
Governor Hutchinfon, the aflpcia- 
tion, &c. had been taken up, tried, 
and condemned to be iniprifoned, 
their eftates confifcated to the afore- 
faid ufe, and that they were in gaol 
(the two former handcuffed, ana in 
irons). That before lie <aane away 

the/ 
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they faw about 150 men of Frazer's 
kighlanders (who had been taken in 
a tranfport feme time before) march 
through Bofton. That Cattle Wil- 
liam and Fort-Hill are ttrorigly for r 
tified, Thar a chain of forts, batte- 
ries, and other fortifications, had been 
creeled along the New-England coaft, 
ftrongly garrifoned* That General 
Wafhingtori, with a large army under 
Ilia command, was encamped near 
New-York, which is now the rebel 
head quarters. That General Ward 
had the command of a large number 
of men ftationed in and near Bofton. 
That General Lee had the command 
of fonte thoufands in arms in the 
fouthern colonies, and that a large 
reinforcement had marched for Ca- 
nada. 

Same place, July 8. On the 6th 
inftant arrived at this port the fol- 
lowing men of war, viz. the Renown, • 
the Milford, the Tamar, ,Capt. Ma- 
fon, and the Carcafs Bomb, with 12 
tranfports, all under their convoy, 
who have met with very heavy gales 
on their "paflage, and thick foggy 
weather; but they moftly being nout 
fldps, met with little or no damage. 
They all failed to the fouthward this 
day. 

Halifax, June 10, 1776. On 
Sunday evening arrived from off Bof- 
ton Harbour, a privateer brig, in the 
rebel fervice, called the Yankee Hero, 
Capt. Tracey ; ,fhe was taken by the 
Milford frigate of 28 guns, Captain 
Burr, after an obftinate engagement,. 
in which the Captain of the privateer 
received a ball through his thigh, 
fbon after which they ftruck. She 
is a fine veflel, and mounts 12 car- 
riage guns and fix fwiyels, her colours 
were a pine tree on a white field. 
The following is a copy of the Yan- 
kee Hero privateer's commiffion by 
- Alex. Bxymer, Efq. agent for her 
condemnation, taken by his Ma- 



jelly's frigate. MHford,- Caot»Joha 

Burr, commander" 
Colony of the 7 The major part of the 
Maflachufett's V council of the Mafia- 
Bay. _ JchufettsB. inN.Eng. 
£Seal.), To* Ja. Tracey, Gentleman, 
Greeting. 

Whereas James Tracey, Jonathan 
Jackfon, Nathaniel Tracey, John 
Tracey, and Jofeph Lee, merchants, 
have at their own expence fixed out 
and equipped for the defence of Ame- 
rica, a veflel called the Yankee-Hero, 
burthen about 120 tons, and have re- 
commended you as a fuitable perfon 
to be commander thereof. We have 
thought fit to commiifion you for the 



purpofe aforefaid, and do accordingly 
by thefe prefents give you, the faid 
James Tracey, full power, with fuch 



other perfons as you (hall engage to 
your affiftance, to fail in the faid vef- 
fel on the feas, attack, take, and 
bring into any port in this colony all 
armed and other vefTels which fhali 
be found making unlawful invafions, 
attacks or depredations, on the fea- 
coalls or navigation of any part of 
America ; or improved in fupplying 
the fleet and army, which have been 
or fhall at any time be, employed, 
againft the united colonies, or em- 
ployed by the enemies of America in 
any refpec~t whatfoever; and alfo alt 
vefTels whofe mailers or fupercargoes- 
fhall have had defigns of carrying 
fupplies of any kind to the enemy, 
or that fhall be returning from thd 
enemy after having carried fuch fup* 
plies, that fuch proceedings may be 
Jiad thereon as are required by a law; 
of this colony, entitled, * An A£ for 
' encouraging the*fft|mg out of armed 

* vefTels to defend the iea-coaft of 

* America, and for erecYmg a court' 

* to try and condemn all vefTels that* 

* fhall be found infefting the fame :;* 
and you are hereby directed in all your 
proceedings to govern yourfelf by th$ 
faid ad. 

Give* 
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Given tinder our hands, and the eleven feamen, wete take&off boa>d 



&al of the laid colony, at Wa- 
tertown, ' die 20th day of Febru- 
ary, in the fixteenth year of the 
reign of his Majefty King George 
the Third. 

By their honours command, 
Perez Morton, D. Sec. (Copy) 



Signed, 
B. Greenleaf 
W. Spooner 
Caleb Cuming 
T. Cufhing 
John Whitecomb 
Jed. Forfter 
Eidad Taylor 



B. Lincoln, 
Michael Farley 
J. Palmer 
Mofes Gill 
Jabez Fiflier 
B. White 
S. Holton 
John Taylor 



ExtraQ of a letter from Dover, July 31. 
* Yefterday evening arrived off 
'here the Yankee privateer, which was 
in the Provincial fervice, commanded 
by Richard Roufe, midihipmanof his 
Majefty's frigate Experiment. Mr. 
Roufe, was put on board the Creigh- 
ton tranfport, Rofs, commander, on 
the coaft of America, bound to Bar- 
badoes for rum, for his Majefty's 
troops ; on his return he was taken 
by the above privateer. 1 heir peo- 
ple were divided, Mr. Roufe, Capt. 
'Rofs, a paffenger, and 11 forcmaft- 
men, were put on board for fome 
parts of America. They had not 
been on board above fourdays, bu,t 
an opportunity offered pf taking her, 
by rifing on the people ; they met 
with fuccefs, and have on board, un- 
der guard, the mailer, furgeon, and 
22 common men. SJie failed for the 
•Dow^ns lait night, there to lie for 
orders. She has been only 24days on 
her paffage.' 
Extraft of another letter from Dover. 
• Tne Zachary Bayley, from Ja- 
maica for London ; and the Creighton, 
from Antigua, with rum for the army, 
were taken by the Yankee privateer, 
Captain Johnfon, carrying nine four 
■ pounders, 16 fwivels, and 43 men. 
. The prizes were fent to New Eng- 
land, and tlje matters, together with 
-a midfliipman of the Experiment man 
©f war, who was a paffenger, and 



the privajteer. On the third of July 
they feized the privateer without 
btoodfhed, and have brought her to 
Dover. They were chafed by two 
floops, whom they imagined to be 
American privateers, but dnrft not 
engage them becaufc of th*e number 
of prifoners they had on board.' 

Captain Johnfon (the American 
commander of the privateer) com- 
plained of the illiberal treatment he 
received, by being infulted frequently 
while at fea, calling him by the mofi 
opprobrious names, and threatening 
him with the cruelleft and molt fa- 
vage punimments, and-alfo for fuf* 
fering many people to come on board 
after the privateer arrived in the river, 
to infult him in the groffeft terms, 
though he was then a prifoner ; and 
when his brother came to fee him, 
after a three years abfence, they were 
not permitted to talk together one 
minute in private. 

The prifoners on board the Yankee 
privateer, having petitioned not to be 
clofe confined, but that they might 
. be put to fome employment, upQn 
which it was agreed that they fhouki 
be placed on board the guardihip^. 
The veffel was afterwards ordered to 
. be fold, and the money to . be given 
to the captors, 

Kingston, Jamaica, June 8, 1776. 
Yefterday, his Excellency Baiil Keirh, 
Governor of Jamaica, iflued a pro- 
clamation for prohibiting the ex- 
portation of flour and other provi- 
iioas from this iilaad for two months 
from'the faid 7th of June, except tie 
neceffary provifions for the voyage of 
any fhip, veffel, or boat. 

Kingfton, June 22. In order to pre- 
vent the -dangerous coniequenceswhicfv 
might arife from felling at public 
vendue the cargo of thegprize fchooaer 
Mary, confining of 390 barrels of 
powder, i6o8.itand of fmall arms, 
and a great quantity of other military 
implements, the facie has been offered 
Hh for 
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for fek to his Excellency, for the pub- 
lic fervice, at the market price, which 
is at the moderate rate of i$l. per 
ban\-l for powder, but in fa£fc not to 
be got for that or any other price ; 
every barrel 'of powder having long 
fince been (wept away frem hence, 
and chiefly expended in the {laughter 
of many a brave Englifhman at Bun- 
ker's hill in June laft. 

There was no public fund unappro- 
priated for the purchafe of fuch a 
quantity of military ftores, and our 
magazines fufficiently fupplied ; ne- 
verthelcfs, his Excellency and feveral 
Gentbmen of the Hon. the Council 
and Aflcmbly, animated by a laud- 
able zeal for the public good, imme- 
diately by letter, in which they be- 
come perfonally bound to W. Dnn- 
lop, Efq; for the amount, directed 
him to offer a price for the powder, 
equal to the coll of the public pow- 
der, when landed here, being 61. 15s. 
per cwt. which is more than it will 



) 



fell for, if thofe who fupply their 
country's foes areprevented purchafing. 

The p bpofal was rejected, as being 
inadequate to the prefent value of that 
commodity. 
Extra& of a Utter from Mr* Hodgfon, 

at Black River, Mufquito-Jbore, to 

Mr. Brockman at Cape Gr arias a 

Bios, 

♦'Two Spaniih armed floops have 
t-ken Mefl*. Irving and Blair's floop 
off this bar, and I believe they are 
beating up to windward ; fo take care 
that neither you nor " your neighbours 
are trepanned on board. It has much 
ftifconcerted Us. 

* f he Mufquito Indians, we hear, 
are fo terrified at this, that not one of 
them will venture in a canoe or any 
fmall craft put to fea. Several fmall 
. floops and fchooners to windward, 
■ with valuable cargoes, are fuppofed 
to be taken.* 

Kingston, Junt 29. The following 
' letter .is Joft rceived here from the 
Havanna, dated May 19. 



Yefterday arrived In this pod z% 
Englifh failors, being part of the 
crews belonging to the Lady Julurna^ 
Capr. Stephenfon, the Reynolds, 
Capt Rufden, and the Juno, Capt. 
Marfam, which were taken near the 
port of Matanza, at the mouth of the 
Bahama channel, by two Bofton 
floops, fo well manned and armed 
that they are able to fight any veflci, 
as we have been told by the people 
taken. Thefe three (hips failed from 
your ill and, bound to London, laden 
with produce to a considerable 
amount ; the greateft part of their 
crews and paflengers were kept pri- 
foners, and the 22 men were lent on 
fhore by the privateers in a large 
boat, as they chofe rather to come 
here than go to America : among 
thefe is the mate of the Reynolds 
and Capt. Marfam ; but Capt. Ste- 
phenfon, of the Lady Juliana, (laid 
with the privateers, in order, as we 
imagine, not to abandon his,fhip, and 
to have juftice done him if poffible, 
for the injury he has fuftained. We 
wiih he may not be deceived in this 
our opinion. 

*, The privateers ftill continue 
cruizing at the fame place, that is, 
at the very mouth of the Bahama 
Channel, info much that any veflfel 
that comes this way muft fall into 
their hands, .as they cannot be ac- 
quainted- with the danger, of which 
we have taken the earlieft opportunity 
of acquainting you.' 
Extratf of a letter to a principal plant- 

ter in London, from bis agent in Bar- 

ladces, dated May 2, 1 776. 

* If the affair with America is not 
made up by the. return of the Gib- 
. bons (which fhip brought this letter) 
. fend down bread and Hour for the fick 
negroes. Barbadoes is now in a very 
bad way. Some plantations have 
nothing to give their negroes/ and 
ferve them with rum for allowance, 
which is exchanged for provzfions. I 

allure 
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*ffii?& $oU I atn fearful what will be 
tb© confeq**ence with refpect to the 
juegroes ia general. When people 
have nothing of their own to eat, they 
will take it from thpfe who have.' 

A letter from, &ing£on, Jamaica, 
4ated June i, fays— f AtMontfer- 
rat and Nevis they are in great want 
of provifions, and the legifjative pow- 
ers in thofe iflands "have offered pre- 
miums fpr the importation of Jlour, 
bread, beef, port, herrings, butfer, , 
J3ce» corn, peas, and beans." 
£xtra& of a Utter from Har&adoes, 
June 23. 
* I have made no crop thefe two 
years, and found my eflate in a refe- 
rable condition, the country in gene- 
ral burnt Up from many months (evere 
dry weather ; no corn to be purchafed 
for money, and fait provifions, the 
principal fupport of the inhabitants, 
it an immoderate price. The lower 
fort of white people are near ftarving, 
and many of the blacks quite fo. Se- 
veral eftates that have two or three 
hundred people have nothing to give 
them ; labour may be had in plenty 
for victuals only. Oor.'profpedt is 
melancholy, and a few weeks will 
make it more terrible than can be de- 
fcribed, having great reafon to dread 

.a famine. I dare not quit here, as 
my prefence keeps my people in tem- 
per. I wrote to • Briftpl and London 
Jour weeks paft, and ordered 1000 
>ufbels of beans, and fhall be able, 
by reducing my people to fhort allow- 
ance, to feed them eight weeks lon- 
ger, near which time I am in hopes 
of receiving my beans.' 

. An account of <what bos lately happen- 
. . ,e4 between Spain and Portugal. 
In the beginning of May, the court 

"of Madrid received difpatches that 

, open hoftilities were commenced by 
the Portuguefe ; that on the 2d of 

r April 30 Portuguefe tranfports, having 
pn hoard nine regiments and 300 can- 

, nqns, commanded by German and 

* fcnglifh officers, failed up the river 



Rio . Grande, attacked, the Fort. St; 

Thecle, which was fbon delivered up 
to them ; they further advanced ana 
. attacked the Fort St. Therefa {whicii 
by this time they are in pofleffion o£ 
as alfo of that of JJtfonte Video). Gene- 
ral Verris, in a hurry, went with the 
garrifon of Monte Video, and fome 
artillery, to oppofe them, but was 
defeated ; about 400 of his men werp 
killed, and about 1 00 wounded ; and 
when the difpatches came away, they 
Were marching towards Buenos Ayrea. 

Upon this alarming intelligence a 
general armamentwas ordered through- 
out Spain, and fome of their fqua- 
drons waited with the French, and 
the matter refts thus. The court of 
Lifbon flill infills that all this was doae 
without their order or knowledge^ 
but as the latter 'two forts, viz. St. 
Therefa and Monte Video, were not 
taken before the 7 th of April, a time 
when the orders of the court of Liiboa 
(which according to, the above-men- 
tioned declaration was fent in the be- 
ginning of December laft) muft have 
been received, and confequently the 
.officers have acted contrary to the 
royal order ? the court of Madrid in- 
flits that thefe offenders fliall be pu- 
nillied with death, which they richly 
deferved at any rate, whether they 
acted againft their orders, or whether 
they acted without the knowledge of 
the court of Lifbon ; and if this be 
done, the court of Madrid will confi- 
der themfelves amply fatisfied ; but if 
this requeft is not complied with, the 
latter will judge (and wfrich is mo& 
probable) that it was done with posi- 
tive orders from the former court, and 
confequently they will jproceed to an 
open war, in which they will be aULft- 
ed by the court of France. 

This is the nature of Don Gallon's 
(commander in chief of the united 
fleet) embafly to the court of Li&on. 
All Europe is anxious to know how 
this matter will end ; and we hear 
that the courts of Great-Britain and 

France 
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France have both declared, that the in any attempts againft thofe parts. 



icqceft of the court of Madrid is found- 
ed in juftice and equity, and fhoold, 
be complied with, as a fatisfaclion to 
the grofly offended court of Spain. 
Mean while both France and Spain 
we ready to cruih the treacherous Por- 
tuguese in cafe of non-compliance. 

A letter from Buenos Ayres, dated 
April 10, gives an account both of a 
naval and land fight between the Spa- 
ward* and Portuguefe. The latter, 
who are generally reprefehted as the 
•ggreflbrs, with twelve Ihips, attack- 
ed £ve of the former on the Lake Le 
Los Patos. The Spaniards, though 
inferior in number, obliged their ene- 
mies to retire -with the lofs of three 
Jhips, and a number of men killed, 
browned, and wounded. It is added, 
that the commander of the Portuguefe 
fieet was fo exafperated at the ill fuc- 
crfs of his enterprize, which he attri- 
buted to two officers, both Engliihmen 
as well as himielf, that he killed them 
one after the other, andrhen mothim- 
fclf. Towards the end of the fame 
month, about nine European regi- 
ments of Portuguefe were embarked on 
board 30 veffels, and 300 canoes went 
up the Rio Grande ; as foon as they 
came near the Spantfh fettlements, the 
few troops of tbat nation who were 
there, affembled themfelves, with 
lome militia, at a little detached camp. 
The 2d of April the Portuguefe at- 
tacked them in form ; the Spaniards 
defended themfelves with great valour, 
but after the lofs of 400 men, they 
were forced to retire, leaving their 
■ artillery and ammunition upon the 
field. This rout inevitably brought 
-on the taking of Fort St. T-hecic,- 
after which it is feid, the remainder 
of the Spanifti forces retired to Fort 
St.Therefa, on thecoaft of the North 
Sea. The General who commands 
- in the province came from Monte- Vi- 
<leo, and reinforced that poll with 
artillery from on board the ihips, but 
the great fuperiority of the Portuguefe 
makes it feared that they may iuccced 



Thefe letters complain terribly of 
'the weak ftate of the Spanifh fettle- 
ments,. where there are out three re- 
giments of European troops; whilft 
<the Portuguefe have been infenfibly 
ftrengthening themfelves, fo that they 
have now more forces in thofe parte 
than they ever had before. 
Extras of a Letter from Bruffeh, Aug. r» 

* We are curious to know how the 
court of France will proceed with re- 
gard to the differences between Spain 
and Portugal. It feems as if his 
Chriftian Majefty was inclined for 
peace, if it is true, that upon the 
•Count D'Aranda making a demand of 
30,000 men in the name of his Ca- 
tholic Majefty, that he mould receive 
for anfwer from the King of France, 
*' that would difconcert the meafures 
taken to render his people happy." 
Whatever may be the refult, it h 
certain that the accounts of the hofti- 
lities between the Spaniards and Portu- 
guefe atParaguaywere not exaggerated. 

Madrid, July 29. Though fecrefy 
is obferved refpe&ing the contents ef 
the dispatches of the laft: courier which 
the Portuguefe ambaflador received 
from his court, perfonswho are in- 
formed of the ftate of affairs, fay, that 
his Moft Faithful Majefty perfifts fn 
the anfwer he gave in December laft 
concerning the differences arifen be- 
tween this court and Portugal, viz. 
that he accepts the propofition made 
by our court, through the mediation 
of France and England, tocaufe thofe 
differences to be examined and adjur- 
ed by the refpe&ive CommhTaries of 
"the two courts; and that in confe- 
quence, he had then fent an exprefs 
to his Governors in the Indies, with 
orders to ceafe all hoftilities immedi- 
ately. It is certain, that when the 
laft hoftilities were committed, the 
cxprefs 1 ccuid not have been arrived 
•there ; but our court will learn by 
freJh advices, whether hoftilities have 
aSually ceafed. 
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BxtraHs from the Journal of the Pro* as unavailing as the firft 
<vincial Cqngrefs of South Carolina, 



In CoMgrefi, Feb* & 1776 
Refolved, That Mr. Preiident do 
iignify the approbation of this Con- 
grefs, and prefent their, thanks to the 
Hon. Henry Middle ton, and John 
Rutledge, Efqrs. now prefent in Con- 
grefs, and to the other delegates of 
this colony at Philadelphia, for their 
important fervioes in the American 
Congrefs. 

Mr. Preiident accordingly addrefTed 
himfelf to the Hon. Mr. Middleton, 
and Mr. Rutledge, as follows. 
Gcittl&tttn 9 
When the hand of tyranny, armed 
in hoftile manner, was extended from 
Great-Britain to fpoil America of 
whatever fhe held moll valuable ; it 
was, for the moft important purpofes, 
that the good people of this colony 
delegated you to reprefent them in the 
Continental Congrefs, at Philadel- 
phia. It became your buflnefs to as- 
certain the rights of America, to 
point out her violated franchifes, to 
make humble reprefentation to the 
King for redrefs, and, he being deaf 
to the cries of his American fubjects, 
to appeal to the King of Kings, for 
the recovery of the rights of an in- 
fant people, by the Majefty of hea- 
ven formed for future empire. 

In this moft important bufinefc, you 
engaged, as became good citizens ; 
and Sep by flep, you aeliberately ad- 
vanced through it, with a regret and 
forrow, and with a refolution and con- 
duct, that bear all the characters of 
ancient magnanimity. Your confti- 
tuents, with a fteady eye, beheld your 
progrefs. They faw the American 
claim of rights, the aftbeiation for the 
recovery of American franchifes, and 
the humble petition to the King for 
redrefs of grievances^ They faw the 
American appeal to the King of 
Kings ; and a fecond humble peti- 
tion to the SritUh monarch ; alas ! 



Theyhavt 
alfo ieen the eftabliihment of an Ame- 
rican naval force, a treafury, a gene- 
ral poft-office, and the laving on a 
continental embargo : 'in ftiort, they 
have feen permiffion granted to co- 
lonies, to erect forms of government, 
independent of, and in opposition to 
the regal authority, 

Your country faw all thefe proceed- 
ings, the work of a body of which 
you were and are members ; pro- 
ceedings arifing from dire neceflity, 
and not from choice ; proceedings 
that are the natural confequences of 
the prefent inafpicious reign ; pro- 
ceedings juftin themfelves, and which, 
notwithstanding the late declarations 
of the corrupt houfes of parliament,' 
the proclamation at the court of St.* 
James's, the 23d of Auguft, and the 
fubfequent royal fpeechin parliament, 
are exactly as far diftant from treafon 
and rebellion, as Hands the glorious 
revolution, which deprived a tyrant 
of his kingdoms, and elevated the 
houfe of Brunfwick to royalty. 

Worthy delegates ! It is the judg- 
ment of your country, that your con- 
duct, of which I have marked the 
grand lines, in the American Con- 
grefs, is juftifiable before God and 
man, and that, whatever may be the 
iflue of this defen/ive civil war, in, 
which, unfortunately, though glori- 
oufly, we are engaged, whether inde- 
pendence or flavery, all the blood, 
and all the guilt, mull be imputed to 
Britifh not to American counfels — * 
Hence your cohftituents, fenfible of 
the propriety of your conduct, and of 
the benefits, which, with the bleffing 
of the Almighty, it is calculated to 
fhed upon America, have conftituted 
me, their inftrument, as well to fignify 
to you their approbation, as to pre- 
fent to you their thanks: and it is 
in the difcharge of thefe duties, that 
I now have the honour to addrefk 



you. 



H 
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In an important crifis, like the pre- non-importation 
lent> to' receive the public thanks of a 
free people, is to, receive the moft ho* 
nourable recompence for paft feryices, 
and $o deferve fuch thank? is to be. 
truly creat. I know that it is with 
pain mch' men hear their commenda- 
tions, Gentlemen, with the public 
Recompence I mean to pay in to you, 
my mite alio ; and left I wound your, 
delicacy, when I mean only to do 
juftice to your merit, I forbear to par- 
ticularize what is already well known. 
I therefore confine -myfelf ; and I do 
moft respectfully, in the name of the 
,Congrefs, prefent to you, ami to each 
of you, the thanks of your country, 
for .your important ffervices in the 
American Congrefs at Philadelphia^ 

Feb* 9. Col. Gafden pre'fented to 
the Congrefs, an elegant ftandard, 
fuch as is to be ufed by the com- 
mander in chief of the American na- 
vy ; being a yellow field, with a lively 
representation of a rattle friakein the 
middle, in the attitude pf going to 
jjtrike*, and thefe words underneath, 
Jjon't tread on me* 

Feb. 15. Refolved, That a com- 
mittee be appointed to confider and 
report the bell means, and an eftimate 
of the expence of building, with the 
lumoft difpatch, two frigates, for the 
iervice of this colony, each to mount 
jthirty-two guns on one deck: and 
alfo to confider and report the expe- 
diency of ftationing armed veflels to 
jproteft the navigation of Beaufort 
and George-town harbours. 

Refolved,. That the Hon. Rawlins 
Lowndes, Efcj; Col, James Parfons, 
y and Capt. Thomas Savage, be dele- 
gated to proceed forthwith to Savan- 
nah, to make proper reprefcntatlons 
JO induce that colony to co-operate 
with diis, in paying the ftriclelt obe- 
dience to all the refolves of the Con- 
tinental Congrefs, particularly * that 
relative tp lien-exportation, and to 
jprge the nece&ty of extending the 



t* the firft day of 
May next. 

Feb: 16. A motion* wasmade, That 
the majority of the delegates, prefent 
in Philadelphia, ihallbe a quorum j 
and that when by ficknefs or accident, 
only one delegate fliaH be. prefent in 
Congrefs, in fuch cafe, fuch : delegate 
mall give hi voice on the part of the 
colony. 

March** Refoivetf, That.no vef- 
fels whatsoever, fljall pafc. any armed 
pofts in* the rivers and inlets^ pr on> 
the coaft of this colony, until a fatis- 
fa&ory accounrfhaH be given of theni 
at fuch pofts ; and that public notice 
be given of this refofution. 

March 2. Mr. Rutledge, from the 
committee to prepare a form of orders 
proper to be delivered to Col. Bull, 
made a report, which being amended' 
was unanimously agreed to, as fol- 
lows : 
South-Carolina. By authority of the 

Congrefs. 
To Stephen Ball, EJq; colonel, or, to the 

commanding officer for the time being- 

of the South-Carolina forces, ordered. 

to acl in aid of&eorgier. 

Whereas there is reafon to appre- 
hend that attempts- will be made to 
caufe the merchant veflels in Savannah.' 
river to fair with their cargoes : and 
as fuch a proceeding would be detri- 
mental to the intereft of America, it 
becomes this colony to aid the friends' 
of America in Georgia, by endeavour- 
ing with them, effectually to prevent 
the faid ve/Tels failing with their car- 
goes ; therefore you. are hereby or- 
dered, under the direction of the co- 
lonel of the continental forces in 
Georgia, and' with the concurrence 
pf the friends of America, in that 
colorry, to take poft on either>fide of 
Savannah river, with the troops un- 
der your command, and ule every ef- 
fort in your power to incapacitate 
thofe veflels from proceeding with 
their cargoes on their feveral voyages f 

an4 
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amd- to that end, caafe them to be fore the Congrefs the following cppf 



forthwith unrigged, their rudders 
taken off, and their fails and rudders 
depofited in fome fecure place, or 
kept under a proper guard. 

You are alio ordered, under the 
direction and with the coricurrence 
aforefaid, to give every aid in your 
power, for repelling infurredtions and 
invafibns there, and fecuring and im- 
prifoning every perfon in Georgia, 
whofe going at large may be danger- 
ous to the liberties of America, or the 
. fecurity of that colony. 

Having executed thefe orders, you 
are, either with all or a part of the 
forces under your command, to return 
to thifr colony, or remain in Georgia, 
at your difcretion, and To aft under 
the direction, and with the concur- 
rence aforefaid> as 'you fhall think 
mod advantageous to the American 
caufe, until you fhall receive further 
jnltruftions from the Congrefs or 
Council of Safety of this colony ; to 
whom you are, from time to- time, to 



of the letter, written by their order, 
to Georgia,: 

South-Carolina, Chdrkftommy March 5, 
1776, 
By authority of the Congrefs., 
To the honourable the Council of Safety 
fbr Georgia* 
Gentlemen, 
Your letters pf the ift and 2d infr. 
and your refolutions, order, and pro- 
clamation of thofe' dates were to be 
laid before the Congrefs, transfufing 
a general and perfeft joy. And the 
Congrefs, fenfible of the vaft impor- 
tance which your exemplary condu& 
muft be of to the American caufe, 
unanimouily voted their thanks ; and 
I have the honour thus to tranfinit 
them to you, foryour having dedfiVely 
taken the noble, politic, and vigorous 
refolution— That the veiTels in the 
ports of Savannah, ready to fail, con- 
trary to the interefl of America, fhall 
be forthwith unrigged and unrudder- 
ed ; and that rather than the enemy 



transmit fuU information of your pro- ' fhall pouefs thofe veflels and ybur 
— - J '~ ~ capital, all fhall perifh in a noble con- 

flagration, lighted by yourfelves. An 
inftance of heroic principle, not ex- 
ceeded by any and unequalled but. by 
few in hiftory. 

Your conduct, in citing fuch of the 
inhabitants of Savannah, as had aban- 
doned their poffeffions in that town, 
to return to its defence, underpenalry 
of being deemed to have deferted*{uch 
property, and of being excluded from 
any fupport towards obtaining an in* 
demnification for any lofa they may 
fuftain by a general conflagration, re- 
ceived the higheft applaufe, as being 
worthy of imitation. . The policy 
and juftice of the meafure are equally 
confpicuous. : 

In fhorr, the Congrefs feel the 
greateft fatisfa&ion from th*ir having* 
anticipated your call for affifFance ; it 
is fufficient that we know our friends 
ftand in need of our aid. . We hope 
I i z lhac 



cecdings. 

March 5. Mr. Prefident bf the 
Council of Safety, laid before the 
Congrefs feveral papers, received this 
.morning, by exprefs from Georgia, 
and'adarefTed to their board* 

Refolved, That the unanimous 
thanks of this Congrefs be returned, 
by Mr. Prefident, to the Council of 
Safety of Georgia, in terms of the 
higheft approbation of their noble and 
ipirited .conduit. 

Refolved, That this Congrefs will, 
on Thurfday morning next, in a com- 
mittee of the whole, take into confi- 
. deration the report, of the committee 
-who were appointed by ballot, to 
prepare fiich a .plan or form of go- 
vernment, as will beft produce the 
happinefs of the people, and effectu- 
ally fecure peace and. good order in 
.. the colony. 
j M^rcb6% Mr. Prefident laid be- 
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tbat cur forces under Col, 
^If- accommodate your neceffities 
'jaadyon mavjeefl: ifiured, chat we Stall 
„cohtuwelo afford the friends of Ante- 
rtcav in Georgia, every fupport in 
tore* power. = 1 have the honour to be, 
gentlemen^yDtir moft humble fervant, 
William Hikry Drayton, Prof, 



Thomas JFaMer of Montreal, in the pro- 
, vine* of Qutbety merchant \ upon oath, 
' ItflifUtb and faith, 
That being at his own houfe, in 

.the parifh of Affmnption, on the 5 th 
of O&oberlaftpaft, it was furrounded 
about two or three o'clock in the 

onorning, by a party of armed men, 
viz. a detachment of about 20 fol- 
diers, commanded by Lieutenant 
John M'Donnell of the Royal Emi- 
grants, together with feven captains 
of militia and feveral other Canadi- 
ans ; who began the attack by firing a 
jnufketfhot, and then, without calling 
to this deponent, immediately pro- 
ceeded to break open his doors with 
axes, &c which they effected fo fud- 
denly, that he had but juft time to 
flip on his coat and waiftcoat, and 
put his piftols in his pockets, in order 
to retreat with a ftiort rifle gun in 
his hand into the garret, where his 

?wife had fled in her fhift, but a mo- 
ment before, this deponent being de- 
termined to defend the ftair-head to 
the Jaft extremity. As foon as the 
ibldiers entered the houfe, they light- 
ed a candle and inftantly fearched 
the bed-chamber ; which this depon- 

•ent. and his wife had juft quitted, 
*nd then in order to have light in the 
other apartments, they fet fire at the 

-loot of the flairs to fome oakum, 
mixed with pitch orrofin, and imme- 
diately a number of them, armed 
with mufkets and fixed bayonets, ruin- 
ed into the room, which was over- 

r looked by thia deponent from the top 
of the flairs, fetting uo the Indian 
yell; the deponent hearing this, ami 

libfcrving their aftions, made not the 
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Bull, will leaft doubt "that it was* Cof. Jdknf- 
tone's party of Mtfhawk fndiarts feat 
down to murder him and hh family, 
as had been oftentimes threatened; 
whereupon he fired his rifle gun 
among the thickeft of them, and in a 
moment afterwards made another flipt 
from a double piftol, but before he 
could difcharge the other, they had 
all quitted the room with great preci- 
pitation and difmay ; an officer and 
grenadier having been dangeroufly 
wounded by thofe different fhots, the 
reft retired for fome time to bind up 
their wounds, - and to plunder the 
other part of the houfe ; they then 
returned and began a general fire of 
mufkets all round the houfe, which 
they kept up brifkly for a long time, 
calling out to this deponent to come 
out and furrender himfelf ; but find* 
ing that they could make no im>- 
preflion, and not daring to enter the 
fame room again, whence they had 
been driven, they propofed to uncover 
the roof of the houfe in order to get 
at the* deponent, but dropt the der 
fign, it is prefumed for the fame rear 
fon : therefore the commanding offi- 
cer called out to his party to fet fire 
to the four corners of the houfe, which 
orders were repeated feveral time* 
by Serjeant David M'Fall, and which 
they executed foon after. This, the" 
deponent perceiving at the window, 
and being terrified therewith, and 
imagining that a torch lifted up at the 
end of a pole had been a man upon 
a ladder, fetting fire to the roof, .dif- 
charged a piftol from the window 
which it is faid fhot a Captain: of mi- 
litia through the chin, with a buck 
fhot : thereupon they began a fecond 
attack, firing all round the houfe ftr 
a confiderable time, till they had ex* 
pended three or four hundred muflcet 
lhots. 

When the flames had increafed to 
a great head, they left off firing, and 
fell to plundering the houfe; rwhkh 
being from the ground floor built of 

wood. 
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wood, burnt now with greatvioletice ; heads of feveral hbg&eacb were* frayed 



and this deponent finding no fuccouf 
come from the neighbours, who by 
this time were all on foot at the vil- 
lage, and for many miles round the 
country, remaining at a diilance 
quiet fpe&ators of the difmal fcene, 
as he has fince learned, and Mrs. 
Walker crying aloud feveral times, 
* we mall both be burnt to death !' 
the terror of which made her in det- 
'pair beg this deponent would ftioot 
her ; and {he having been almoft fuf- 
focated in an attempt to go down the 
flairs, he laid down his arms and car- 
ried her to the garret window, fur- 
theft from the fire, where fhe called 
out for quarters, and begged for mer- 
cy to the foldiers below : at the fame 
.time getting out of the window with 
her face to the wall, fhe hong by her 
hands, fupported by the deponent, 
under both her arms, till a foldier 
named Cox brought a ladder, by which 
fhe got down, being much fcratched 
and bruifed. The foldiers at the 
fame time feeing this deponent, cal- 
led out to him, and promifed him 
good ufage if he would furrender ; 
he feeing the floor burning under 
his feet, and no further defence to be 
•made or poffibility of efcape, after a 
refiftance of more than three hours, 
furrendered himfeif ; and was inftant- 
ly feized by fix men, fome of whom 
handled him very roughly. Lieut. 
M'Donnell came up to him with his 
arm rn a fling, and at firft offered to 
ftrike him with his fift; and then at- 
tempted to draw a piftol out of his 
belt to moot him, but was prevented 



in > and others had forced open the 
pot-am works, and brought outttate 
negroes, with divers kinds of pknder ; 
during all which the deponent andhxs 
wife were kept ffanding in the md 
with naked feet, to behold their hoofe 
and goods burned and plundered ; 
trunks opened, and pieces of goods 
from the ftore divided among them, 
whilft neither himfeif, nor las wife 
were allowed any cloaths to cover or 
defend them from the cold, At 
length Serjeant David M'Fall took 
off his blanket coat and put it upon 
Mrs. Walker, whilft the deponent 
wrapt himfeif round with a corerHd 
which he had haftily fnatched up ; 
thus equipt they were marched to 
the end of the road leading to St* 
Sulpice, where a cart wasprefted, and 
they were carried therein to a battee 
lyingin the river St. Laurence, a league 
from his houfe, being guarded all 
along the road, by this party of zo 
foldiers, and flanked in the woods by 
the Canadians, with his three negroes 
on foot, part of the plunder, and the 
wounded grenadier in one of the de- 
ponent's carriages. Several armed 
batteaus were fent, down from Mon- 
treal t* give us the meeting, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Leflie ; and 
when we arrived at the landing oppo- 
fite the barracks, General Prefcot 
in great warmth came down upon 
the beach, and commanded the pri- 
foners to be brought forth ; all die 
troops were marched out of the' gate 
and formed in two divifions, and? the 
deponent enckuedin the center* where 



from doing him any hurt by Serjeant he ordered him to J>e pinnioned, and 



M'Fall ; to whom he had at firft fur- 
rendered himfeif; then the pockets 
of the deponent were fearched and 
rifled, and a loaded piftol, among 
other things taken out of them, 

Jn the mean while the deponent's 
cellars (being an out building) were 
brojee open and pillaged; and the 



then marching into the barrack 
fquare, he fpoke thefc words. * You 
are a traitor and a villain, yon fconn- 
drel 1 to betray your country ; but 
the laws of your country have over- 
taken you at laft ; you mall have the 
juftice of this country ; for, to you, 
you vjllain I is owing the k>& of all 

the 



■ 



* the" Hood of^tWe" brave** men, that 
" harbeen, or * fhall be fpilled at St. 

- John's, of mother parts of Canada.' 
Tor which this deponent replied. I 

- jierceive that^yoti' know very -little of 
s wy real- ehafatter, but pray who are 

you, "Sir; that treat me thus unwor- 

- thily ; for I have not the honour to 
"Icnowyou : not having ieen him be- 
. ibre. What do you think of kft 
■ night's work, continued he, and of 
~ that brave -* man in the boat, which 

- you have^ fo defperately wounded. I 
> think, Sir, fchat'it'waa a very poor 
' exploitto , f^nd i fiftymen ; en , purpofe j tQ 

* murder one, and burn his ioufe, 
1 whiift he and his family were afleep 
: in their beds. ' He replied by calling 
' to theprovofr martial, and the fmkh 
•**to pat the deponent in irons* which 
( were much * heavier * than ordinary ; 
■"being made by the particular orders 
-;of 'Major Hughes ; who alfo gave 
•"she dimenfrons, * as the fmith has 
( '4Inee informed this deponent ; and 
N< *vhilft he was putting them on, Gen. 

* Frefcot called out to rivet them well . 
' '{is -idoing- which he jarred the bones 

of the deponent's legs, fo as to give 

* 1dm inexpreffible- pain) and then with 

- a loud voice cried out your crime is 

- high tredfon and rebellion : and ad- 

* dedhe 1 , give that poor unha|>py man, 

- aih-aw bed and a blanket, in No. 4. 
" in the ; barracks, and keep.centries 
?©ver him, that no body Speaks to 
''him, but the town major (Mr.Hughes) 
' anlefs'before the ferje'ant of cheguard. 
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-barracks with • victuals wera (earched 
for letters, &c. 

At length St. John's being taken, 
this deponent was carried by ibldiers, 
in a weak and low condition, and in 
prefence of Capt. Anflruther, and 
Mr. Hughes, under pretence of going 
to General Prefcot*s room, in a very 
rainy day, to a boat, which! conveyed 
him on board an armed {chooneiyin/ 
the • fervke , of government, com- 
manded by Capt. Lifote, who had 
the humanity to order his irons to be 
knocked off, placing a centry at the 
cabin door with a drawn fword, and 
orders not to let the, prifoner receive 
or fend any' letters, papers, or mef- 
fages, without examination and leave 
of the lieutenant. It feems, not- 
withstanding thefe precautions that 
the generals were offended at Captain 
Lifote, for having freed from fetters 
this deponent, without pofitive orders 
from them ; and told him that* he 
muffc anfwer for his prifoner corps pour 
corps, ~f 

Two days afterwards the deponent 
was hurried from on board Captain. 
Lifote to another armed fchooner, 
commanded by Captain Bouchett ; 
where he remained under the fame 
kind of confinement for twelve days ; 
nine of which were.fpent in the at- 
tempt the veflels made to efcape to 
Quebec, which began with precipi- 
tation immediately upon- the appear- 
ance of General Montgomery's ran 
guard, at -St. ''Paul's ifiand. How- 
There this deponent lay confined, ever, they durft not venture to pais 
and alone, in irons for thirty-three the point of Sorel river, there being 



daysHand nights; without fire or candle 
for a long while, or the confolation 

'of a friend, at anytime ; Mrs, Waf-. 
Iter being abfolutely forbid to fee 

r nim ; and for many days made a pri- 
foner in her own houfe, with fix cen- 
tres round about it, and the perfons* 
who came and went. to and from the, 



continental troops, cannon and an 
armed gondola, , which drove the 
mips back again to La Velteriej hav- 
ing killed one-man on board the Gaf- 
'pee, where the capitulation was £gn~ 
ed by General Prefect on Sunday 
evening, to • furrender eleven fail of 
veflels, in which were, vuu # three 



* Bj 



Ingadicr General Prefcot, Major John Campbell, Major Dunbar, Major Hirghtft* Capt* 
ttiier, Cant, Crawford, Capt. Swan, "Cap:. Brice j in die 7th 'regisicst, Q*pi. CamSlr, 



jAoftrutiier, Capi 
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lnajors, five captains, and feveral fu- tory ; 
balterns, condu&ors and inferior of- 
ficers, together with one hundred 
and feventcen regular foldiers, rank 
ah4 file, with their arms and accou- 
trements, befides St, Luc La Come, 
one of the legiilative council of Que- 
bec, Capt. Jonathan Frafer, judge of 
the Common Pleas and counfellor, 
and feveral Canadian volunteers.— 
Governor Carleton having quitted 
the Gafpee, with Meflrs Niverville 
and Lanaudiere at midnight on 
Thurfday, was conducted in a whale 
boat, with muffled paddles, by Capt. 
Bouchet, a fecret way to Three Ri- 
vers, and arrived at Quebec on Sun- 
day following. 

The deponent was let free on Mon- 
day morning by his friend Major 
Brown, who delivered him from the 
Cruel hand of tyranny and oppreflion 
and from the tools of military and 
arbitrary power. 

Over and above the indignity and 
fufferings impofed on this deponent 
and his wife, who was denied the li- 
berty of feeing him, by Gen. Pref- 
ect, and taking his lait adieu, at the- 
inftant of his departure, when it was 
cxultingly given out, that he was to 

-be fent home in irons, there to be 
• ****, He had hig apw 

i prentice imprifoncd for about fixty- 
leven days, and his other fervants and 
Haves put under confinement, to his 
very great damage, in his intereft, 

• and ruin of his health ; befides the 
Jofs fuftained by burning, deftroying, 
and plundering his houfe, manufae- 



) 



Gore, houfhold goods, cafh, 
plate, books, notes, furniture, cloaths* 
utenfils of manufacture and hufban- 
dry ; likewife a confiderable quan- 
tity of fine pearl-am in ca&s, &c. 

Thomas Walker., 
Philadelphia* Sworn the z^th of Jpril 
1776, before 

Samuel Mipflik. 
Guy Carleton, Governor of the province 
of$uebec y &c. 
The Sieur Bekir, Captain of mi* 
litia in the parifh of -^""u^P^on, "." 
hereby commanded to go from this 
city with the military that fhall b# 
ordered with him in my name, nnder 
the command of Lieutenant Macdon- 
nell, of the royal regiment of emi- 
grants, to take at Aflumption and 
feize upon the perfon of Thomas 
Walker, accufed of high treafon, and 
him fafcly to cenvey into this city, 
under a good and fafe guard. 

I order and command all thii 
King's good fubje&s to aid and af- 
iift the (aid Sieur Belair in the exe- 
cution of the prefent order, upon 
pain of difobedience. 

Given at Montreal the 4th day of 
September, 1775. 
Tranflation. Signed. 

Guy Carletow. 
Province of Quebec ,J/l 
Declaration upon oath, made before 
David Wooflcr, Efq; Brigadier- 
General and Commander in Chief 
pfthe Continental army in Ca- 
nada, &c. &c. by Baptift Belair, 
Captain of militia in the parifh of 
Aflumption, viz. 



r <I»ieut.. Cleveland, Lieutenant L?fiic, Lieutenant Duncan Campbell, Lieut, atlas Entign John 
'I Macdonnell, Royal Emigrants, Dr. Beaumont. .Mr. Cooper conductor of artillery itores. Mr. 
William Joaes, Provuft-martial j Canadian volunteers, Meflrs. Launicrc, MagnanjCagnet^un. 
''prifoners. 

* N. B. We are well afiured, that the wliole'forc* of Continental troops, then at Sorcl, did 
' ftotexcecd 135 men: the vefTcl* given up were, vt&. bis Majefty's brigantinc' Gafpee, com- 
, madded by Lieutenant Royal : alfo, — , Capt. Lifte } a large fchpnner, two nine pounders ia 
thewaift, befides quarter-deck guns And fwiveh, 24"feamen> each armed with a muffcet. bayo- 
net, and broacf fwotd ; Capt. Bouchet, another large fchooner, armed like the other before-' 
mentioned, compliment 20 failors, befides feveral other large fchooners fitted with fwtvcls, &c» 
" All the veffels towed after them, a batreau with one or more canoei or &ct&U boat*, in order t» 
»t«ake a defcent or efcape by flight ai occafion ihouU o&», 

K fc That 
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That being at Montreal with the 
Affumption militia, Monf, Lanau* 
diere, jan. propofed to me to go with 
the militia to AJTumption, to take 
Mr. Walker prifoner at his country 
houfe, by order of General Carleton. 
This was at Monf. St. Ouri's houfe, 
where he fent for me ; and in con- 
fequence I required a written order, 
and he fent me immediately away to 
the barracks, it being then about half 
paft eight in the evening. Briga 
dier'-general Prefcot came to the bar- 
racks, and there delivered me an 
order in writing from General Carle- 
. ton, and at the fame time delivered 
me a fack in which was pitch and 
oakum, faying, in cafe there is any 
refiftance, and he mould be obftinate, 
you fet fire to the houfe, it is Mr. 
Carleton's orders. We fet off imme- 
diately, by water, to St. Sulpice, and 
leaving our batteau there, we took 
the road to AiTumption, where we 
arrived about two oclock in the mor- 
ning, with about twenty of the King's 
foldiers and twelve Canadians. And 
that the deponent flayed on the other 
fide the river, having never pafied 
the bridge. Signed 

Bruyere de Belair. 
Head quarters at Montreal, fworn 
before me this feventeentti day 
of February, 1776. 
Tranflation, 
[Mr. Walker hearing that General 
Prefcot was in Philadelphia, under- 
took a journey in the depth of winter 
to that city, to complain of the treat- 
ment he had fufFeied from him, and 
obtain fome fatisfadtion ; but, to his 
furprife, found Mr. Prefcot lodged in 
the beft tavern of the place. Mr. 
Prefcot was afterwards committed to 
jail; but it was for his treatment/Of 
Mr. Allen, not of Mr. Walker.] 

New-York, May 6. 
Extrafi of a letter from an officer in the 
continental army , datedTreis Rivieres, 
March 24, 1776. 

I have it in my orders to call in the 
©Id commiflions given to the officers of 



militia in the feventeen parifces m the 
diftrict of Three Rivers, by -Gover- 
nor Carleton, and to have new officers 
elected. In general, the Canadians 
feem fond of holding commiflion* 
under the Congrefs ; in fome parifhe*. 
there have been three or four candi? 
dates for the captaincy, and I have 
received information, that bribery 
is beginning to creep into their 
elections ; at fome places the difr 
pates run fo high, that I am obliged 
to interfere ; at one I was under the 
ncceffity of going about twenty feven 
miles to fuperintend the poll, and 
was obliged to give (them a new elec- 
tion, with which they were fatisfiedk 
I have fent up about thirty names tp 
the general, in order to get commif- 
fions under theContinental Congrefs, 
which have been new elected, and 
expect foon to fend more. I have 
been extremely forry that oar forces 
do not come forward fatter, of late 
fome have come up; but upon the 
whole, I muft fay, I think this de- 
partment has been neglected. I have 
enclofed an account of all the frefh 
forces which have paft this poft, ex- 
clufive of thofe who were in Mon- 
treal, who have been nearer the fcene 
of action ; officers are included in the 
account. 

A true fate of the Provincial forces in 
Canada* 
Jan. 31. Capt. Seaban, from the 
Bay government, the firft that came 
to our afliftance with 25. 31. Capt. 
Smith, with 19. Feb. 9. Lieutenant 
Munfon and Pettibone with part of 
two companies, 25. 21. Lieutenant 
Walker, 17. Capt. Wether by 33. 
22 Lieutenant Meacham, 12. 24 
Captain Hinman, 23. Capt. Pierce, 
25. Uzziah Wright* a gentleman 
volunteer, 8. 26. Lieutenant Sun- 
derland, 32. Serjeant Clark, ze. 
March 1. Lieutenant Loomis, cl». 
Lieutenant Talbot, with the firit 
Pennfylvania company, 60. Lieute-* 
nant Deane, from the Bay govern- 
ment. 
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Serjeant St. John, 15. like the infatuated fon of Ifaac, fell it 
for a mefs of pottage* 



ment, 40. 4 

Serjeant Gideon Brenfon, 7.- 5. 
Captain Goodrige, 35. Lieutenant 
Frifby, 3 ■ . Lieutenant Waltbridge, 
49. 6. Captain Gideon Doud, 48. 
Captain Wright 63. 10. Lieutenant 
Hughes from Philadelphia, 60. Lieut. 
Grant, from New England, 30. Ma- 
jor SaiFord, of Col. Warner's regi- 
ment, 60. Captain ' Grofvenor, 42. 
1 2. Captain Jenkins, from Philadel- 
phia ; his company chiefly parted by 
before, 8. Cipt. Cooley, from New- 
England, 40. 16. Lieutenant Yard, 
the firft of the Jerfey forces, with an 
efcort with provifions, 34. 17. Major 
Ray, of the Jerfey battalion, 179. 
20. Captain Carlifle, 29. Lieutenant 
Grant, 14. 22. Lieutenant Stone. 
34. Captain Wait, 47. Lieutenant 
Stainer, 81. Gone from Montreal 
garrifon, 300. Remained after the 
defeat, 600. By rocruiting among 
the Canadians, 500. Total 2762. 

General Wooiler's baggage pafTed 
through here yefterday, and I expeft 
to receive his Excellency at this gar- 
rifon tc-morrow. Parted by this poll 
alfo, Colonels Warner, Williams, Er- 
vin, Maxwell, Wait, and Major 
Morris. 



From the Pennjyhania Journal, 
fnclofed I fend you the fpeech of an ho- 
nefty fenfibky and ffirited farmer of 
this county, addrejfedto an ajfembly of 
bis neighbours, on his engaging in the 
Continental fervice. 

My friends and countrymen, 
I have obferved that fome of you 
are a lfttle furprifed that I, with fo 
many inducements as I have to re- 
main at home, mould have refolved 
to quit my family, and my farm for 
the fatigues and dangers of war. I 
mean you mould be perfectly fatisfied 
as to my motives. I am an Ameri- 
can : and am determined to be free. 
I was born free ; and have never for- 
feited my birthright j nor will I ever, 



I will part 
with my life fooner than my liberty ; 
for I nref r an honourable death to 
the miferable and defpicable exiftenCe 
of a flave. 

Thefc/zi^ who would rob me of 
my property, becaufe he thinks he 
has ufe for it, and is able to take it 
from me, would as foon, for the fame 
renfon, rob me of my l ; fe, if it flood 
in his way ; but it is God Almighty 
who gave me my life, and my pro- 
perty, as a necertary means among' 
others ofpreferving and enjoying it; 
and it is he only that hath an abfolute 
and unlimited right and power to take 
either or both away. Being the crea- 
tor, the fupporter, the perfect rul*r 
and judge of all the earth, he only 
can do no wrong : mould therefore 
any creature whatfoever, or number 
of them, dare to ufurp this fole pre-* 
rotative of heaven over me, I could 
neither anfwer it to m/ maker, nor my 
confeience, nor my honour, if I did 
not refill, though it were to the laft 
drop of my blood. It is in the free 
enjoyment of thofe bleffings uncon- 
trouied by any human powers (ex- 
cept fo far as the voice of the fociety 
in general, of which we are members, 
may have resigned a part for the pre- 
fervation of the whole) that that civil 
liberty fubftantially confifteth. Let 
no one therefore wonder, if of all 
earthly benefits my Creator hath be* 
flowed on me, I do moft efleem my 
liberty. Anarchy, indeed, I depre* 
cate, but tyranny infinitely more.^. 
The reafon is obvious ; the former, 
like a common furfeit, occafioned by 
an irregular and intemperate indul- 
gence of the bodily appetites, if but 
a little helped by fimple medicine, 
will almoft always, as I may fay, cure 
itfelf : whereas the latter, like a de \ 
vouring cancer, the longer it is let 
alone, without the application of vio- 
lent cauflics, the falter and deeper it 
Kk2- wi4 
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gnaws out the very life of the body. 
Government b'neither of thefe : it is 
an ordinance of heaven to reftrain 
the ufurpations of wicked . men, to 
fecure us in the enjoyments of our na- 
tural rights, and to promote the high- 
eil political intercfts and happinefs of 
fbciety. The claims therefore of the 
Britilh parliament of a power to bind 
us in all cafes whatfoever ; to give 
away our property in what mcafure 
and for what purpofes they pleafe, 
and to difpofe of our lives as they 
think proper, when we have no voice 
in the legiflation nor constitutional 
power allowed us to check their raofl 
violent proceedings, are not of the 
nature of government, but in the true 
and Ariel: lenfe of the word tyranny. 

Qf the tendency and operation of 
this diabolical fyftem, our country 
Jiath already had too deep and affect- 
ing experience not to be fenfible of 
them ; and it requires not the fpirit 
cf fupernatural prophecy to foretel 
the end of them, fhould they not be 
jfeafonably controuled ; controuled, 
did 1 fay ? bleft be the fpirit pf Ame- 
rican liberty, wifdpm. and valour ! 
they have been controuled ; but, my 
frk-c ds, it is evident we can never 
liave fafety, liberty, and peace, until 
by an unremitting and vigorous ap- 
plication of the axe, now laid to the 
root of the tree, we have totally over- 
turned in thefe colonies, the power 
jhat would demolifli us. Not to 
, Sfpeak of the unwearied art ajid affi- 
"jdiiity of the3r#l8A fcrfa/h+nJ 
. thefe twelve years paft, to faften 

on us the fhacklcs of flavery, let me 
only remind you of the bafe and cruel 
/meafures to fubjugate us, fmce we 
have been obliged to tske up arms in 
our defence : what (tone have they 
left unturned ? what device to ruin 
ins, though never fo mean, barbarous, 
and bloody, fuch as no heart, but that 
cf a devil and a tyrant can refrain 
juddering at, have they not pur- 
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frame, until it fued ? have not feveral of the powgi* 
of Europe been meanly courted anq 
bribed not to fupply us with means 
of refiftance ? hath not the mofl: bar* 
barous nation in it been applied to, 
to aflift them with at leaft 20,000 
favages to complete their intended 
maflacre ? have they not attempted 
to fpirit up the Indian >favages to ra- 
vage our frontiers, and murder, after 
their inhuman manner, our defence-? 
lefs wives and children ? have not our 
negro flaves been enticed to rebel 
againft their matters, and arms put 
into their hands to murder them ? 
have net the King of England's own 
flaves, the Hanoverians, been em- 
ployed ? and were not the poor Ca- 
nadians made flaves, that they might 
be made fit inftruments, with other 
flaves and favages, to make flaves and 
more wretched beings than favages 
of us ? 

Now, what kind of reconciliation 
can be reafonably expected with a 
t£lfi0fo bafely, fo cruelly, fo induf r 
trioufly, and pbftinately bent on our 
deftruction ? in fliort, we have no al- 
ternative left us, but to fight or die ; 
if there be any medium, it is flavery, 
and ever curfed be the man whp 
will fubmit to it ! I will not. But 
who would ever have imagined, that 
a people who a few years ago afEftei 
their brethren of Great-Britain, wiA 
their blood and treafure, to humble 
the power of France and Spain, and 
who from their firft exiftence as a 
people, have, by their trade and' in- 
dustry, been enriching and exalting 
them above all the nations of the 
world ; who, I fay, would have ima- 
gined that this very people mould by 
thefe their very brethren, be now re- 
duced to fo dreadful an alternative: 
yet, hear, O heavens, and- give ear, 
O earth, and bear witnefs, this is the 
return we have received for all .our 
love,, loyalty, indultry, treafure' aqd 
blood! *r. '- 

, Ha$ 
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Had we begun this quarrel, had 
we demanded ionte new privileges, 
unknown to the conltitution, or fome 
commercial licences, incompatible 
with the general intereft of the em- 
pire, had we prefumed to legislate for 
Great-Britain, or plotted with the 
Bourbon family, to reinftate the exe- 
crable race of the Stuarts, and fled to 
arms unprovoked to accomphfh thefe 
defigns, there would then be fome 
plauiible apology for the fevereft hof- 
jile treatment we have received. — 
But what have we done ? when 
alarmed, ere we had yet refted from 
the toils of the lalt war, by new un- 
constitutional demands of revenue, we 
aiTerted our rights and petitioned for 
juftice : Was this a crime ?, as uncon- 
iUtutional ftatutes of different forms 
were repeatedly enacted, we repeated 
pur petitions for redrefs ; was this a 
crime ? we fuffered ourfelves to be in- 
fulted by the introduction of an armed 
force to dragoon us into obedience ; 
we fuffered them to take poffeffion of 
our towns and fortifications, ftill wait- 
ing with decent and anxious expec- 
tation from the wonted iuflice, huma- 
nity, and generofity of TJritons : was 
this a crime ? difpofed to try every 
pacific meafure which might probably 
procure our relief, we agreed to with- 
hold our commerce from them, in 
hopes that, feeling the effects of their 
injustice, they might fee how iuinous 
their proceedings were to their own 
interefh, and return in time to wif- 
dom arid peace : was this a crime ? 
por did we once lift the fword even 
in our defence, until provoked to it 
by a wanton commencement of holli- 
lities on their part : what then have 
we done to merit fuch cruel pro- 
ceedings ? my friends, I am firmly 
perfuaded, that no truth will appear 
in future hiftory with more glaring 
." evidence, than that the whole mafs of 
r guilt contracted by this unnatural 
y/sur lied* at the door of}ke£y/ 



-}tskIkr"A h *&lt ; and fo that 
not only all future generations of 
men, but the great judge of all the 
earth will finally condemn their mea- 
fures as a fcene of tyranny and mur- 
der, I therefore conceive myfelf as 
having taken up arms in defence of 
innocence, jullice, truth, honefty, ho- 
nour, liberty, property and life ; and 
in opposition, to guilt, injuftice, falP- 
hood, diftionefty, ignominy, flavery, 
poverty, and death ; not that I have 
any fondnefs for the bloody prqfeffion ; 
not that I delight in the carnage of 
my fpecies ; or figh for an oc canon, 
of proving my courage : heaven and 
you are my witneffes, that my 
voice was for fome time, perhaps too 
long, and with too much earneftnefs, 
againft any military preparations 5 
hut -the times are altered ; 'tis a 
dreadful neceflity that calls me, and 
calls every man who can be fpared 
from his other occupations. 

I will not however fight as one who 
beateth the air. I fpeak plainly ; I 
confider this year as the grand and 
final period of Britiih adminifiratioa 
in this American world ; I fee no 
probability of their proffering fuch 
terms as we can accept of confidently 
with our fafety, honour, and peace j 
nay, mould they grant all that our 
public councils have heretofore claim- 
ed, we fhould flill be in a moil dan- 
gerous fituation, liable to renewed 
encroachments and renewed hoftili* 
ties. What elfe can be fuppofed from 
fuch a fituation, and from the views, 
temper, and prejudices that iuuft, and 
will prevail in the Britifh court and 
parliament : befides, who 111 that 
cafe will reimburfe our loffes ; or 
how fhall our public debts be paid ? 
I do folemnly declare, and that with 
refpect to the beft reconciliation that 
can reafonably be expected, with fo 
Corrupt, treacherous, and tyrannical 

- an adminiftration ; that if I thought y/t 

ihould 
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ftonfcLajrain revert to % dependence 
on Britain, I fliould from this day 
lay down my fword, and weep that I 
was born in America. But far other 
profpeets are before us : glory, em- 
pire, liberty and peace, are I am per- 
jiiaded, unleis we are loft to ourfelves, 
very near at hand. And on every 
confederation of the prefent ftate and 
progrefs of our public affairs, com- 
pared with the fpirit of Britain, and 
tbe-fpirit, theintereft, and the inter- 
nal advantages of America ; me- 
. thinks, I hear a voice as if an angel 
from heaven mould proclaim, ' Come 
cut from among them, and be ye fe*v 
parate from them. Come out of her 
my people, that ye be not partaker of 
her fins, and ye receive not of her 
plagues/ 

Cbftrvatiens »n the principles if the 
American War* 

Our claim over the Americans was 
unjuft from the beginning. Our 
force is too weak to compel them 
to obey thofe ordinances, which not 
being founded in juftice, they have 
ipurned with difdain. Senfible of 
this, we repealed the ftamp aft ; but 
made an aft, eo inftanti, declaring, 
" we had a right to tax them in all 
cafes whatsoever." Accordingly, fur- 
ther duties were foon after impofed ; 
fome of which were as weakly taken 
off, as unjuftly laid. But the duty on 
tea, wasinfidionfly referved. 

It \s the mark of injuftice to be 
ever wavering and unftead y. Weak 
minds have no certain ftandard by 
which they regulate their actions ; 
fluctuating according to the laft idea, 
or predominant pafTion of their cor- 
rupted natures, they alter their fyf- 
tems, and vary their arguments, as 
fuits their immediate plan cf opera- 
tion. Infenfible of ftiame, as they 
are void of reflection ; and deftitute 
of juftice. Miniflry now openly avow 
their intention of fubjugating Ame- 
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rica, and of lHremng to nothing but 
unconditional fubmijjion 

Charles the firft, in endeavouring 
lefs than is at prefent aflumed, Toff 
his crown and life in the contelh 
James II. forgetful of his father's fate, 
made frill greater attempts upon the 
liberties of the people, and was driven 
from the kingdom, and his pofterity 
cut off from the fucceffion. Thefe 
precedents, one fliould think, ought 
to deter other monarchs from afiurri* r 
ing more than is their due, A King 
whofe only claim is on' the demerits 
of others, Jhould be very cautious. If 
thehoufcof Stuart, who were nn- 
doubtedly in the line of fucceffion, 
behaved ill, and attempted to fubvert 
the government, our anceftvrs acted 
nobly in expelling them. Their 
fpirited behaviour is commended by- 
all. — But if any of the houfe of 
Bninfwick, who were only called in 
upon the demerit and deceit of the 
Stuarts, behave ill, and forgetting the 
magiftrate, affume the tyrant ; a^ 
would'fbe fedirious and rebellious in 
us of the prefent age to difpoflefa 
them alfo?— JMy confhtutionul intercft 
in this kingdom, my innate love of 
liberty, and the principles of freedom 
which I have imbibed by education, 
will not fuffer me to fubferibe to fuch 
a doftrine.— But people of England, 
I mean the unthinking people, are 
led to imagine, that becaufe the en- 
venomed fhaft, tinctured with the 
poifon of flavery, and winged by def- 
potifm, is pointed againft the Ame- 
ricans, they mail remain free. Our 
reafon, if we reflect, will tell us, that 
if the oppreflbrs fucceed in America* 
we are not fecure from their attacks. 
They will return with redoubled vi- 
gour to complete our destruction -i— 
We are only doomed to be the laft 
facrifice. 

Men who are themfelves void of 
fentiment, give little credit to the 
generous motives of others j and as 

thq 
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the new tax on tea v/as only three- 
pence in the pottnd, and the milling 
which had been paid on this fide the 
water was taken off, our minifters 
vainly imagined the cheapnefs of the 
commodity would be a means of in- 
troducing this eaftern luxury. Mea- 
furing by their own minds the feel- 
ings of others, little imagining that 
the fpirit of freedom was fuperior to 
all iordid views and mercenary ad/ 
vantage ; and as they themfelves 
^yould not be debarred of the flighteft 
gratification, though the falvation of 
their country was a* flake, fo they 
■conceived the Americans, (boner than 
forego the ufe of fo paltry an article 
in luxury, would wink at the impo- 
fition, which thus once introduced, 
might ferve as a precedent for further 
exactions, until that country fhould 
be eat up by the fame locusts who are 
devouring this. Thefe locufts are 
placemen and penfioners, collectors 
and tax-gathers, of every denomina- 
tion, from the higheft to the lowefl, 
from, the fordid peer or venal com- 
moner, who fells his country for a 
bribe, down to the lowed tide-waiter 
or cuflom-houfe collector; for as 
thefe all depend upon their matters 
in iniquity who employ them, and 
being flung out of au honeft courfe 
of induftry, have no. other means of 
exigence, they mull endeavour to 
. give liability and fupport to that 
power, which in return enriches 
them by the impoverifhment of the 
laborious and induftrious community. 
Taxes fhould at all times be fim- 
pie and uninvolved ; thofe which are 
eafiefl collected, yield moft to the 
government, and are the leafl op- 
preffive to the people. The land 
alone being the common flock from 
which we are all fupplied, and taxes 
falling ultimately upon the confumer, 
is the properefl object of taxation. 
But that is not the object of govern- 
ment^ the primary view with them, 



is not how much money can be 
brought into the Exchequer with the 
leafl detriment to the public, but 
what tax will employ the greateft 
number of their friends and adhe- ' 
rents in the collection, by which they 
may acquire a power and influence, 
which fhall extend to the remoteft 
parts of the dominion. 

Thus the contefl with America is 
not for a revenue, for that would be 
more than fwallowed up in the col- 
lection. It is a contefl for pofls and 
offices. 

[It has been called the contrao 
toks war : the contractors being the 
only gainers by it.] 

Short Addrefi to the People of England. 

The friends oPadminiflradon have 
repeatedly afTerted,— *' That Ame- 
rica having been principally bene- 
fitted by the laft treaty of peace with 
France, Mr. Grenville thought it but 
teafonable fhe fhould contribute to 
the annual expence of governments 
That therefore he framed and pro- 
pofed the flamp act : but firfl ac- 
quainted the American agents of 
his defign ; and added, if his plan 
was not approved, he hoped they 
would point out a better ; if the 
fum wanted was raifed, that was 
all he wifhed. — That the agents 
fent advice of it to America; and, 
in confequence, were inftructed not 
to accept the favour, as it implied, 
if they would not tax themfelves, 
parliament would do it for them.'* 
Their rcafoning upon all this, is, that 
the American war* is jufl, becaufc 
America refufed to contribute to the : 
affiftance of government. 

The whole of this charge is falfe. 

The fact is this. The colonies 
never refufed contributing to the 
affiftance of government, according 
to their abilities. They objected tor 
the being rated by the minifter. 
The difpute therefore was; Who 

fhould 
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, Ihould be the judge of their abilities f 
They infilled, that they oyght, And 
agr^eabj*. to this idea, very particu- 
l lar fcjioluur^i were palled in the Af- 
. /:femUk> of MajEifTiuftts and New- 
_ u York.^ Thcic refulmiom were laid 
, jpeibit the board of trade (the Earl 
, of ■tlilUbojongh then Firtt Lord*) 
Th^ board thought them fo material, 
that, on the eleventh day of Decem- 
ber 1764, f thcy reported them to his 
. Jvlajefly in council* The privy 
council advifed the King, in thefe 
cxac~i words , <c To give directions 
that the fame be bid before parlia- 
ment." They were not laid before 
parliament. They were fupprefled. 

The grand faJfhoud was raifed and 
propagated, that America had refufed 
to contribute to the neceflities of go- 
vernment* The {lamp ad was paned. 
Another adminiftrationjudgedit right 
to repeal that act, When this repeal 
was under die consideration of the 
Houfe of Commons, Dr* Franklin, in 
lus examination before that houfe, 
was afked, If ths aci was repealed, 
and the crown mould require a Aim 
of money of the colonies, would they 
grant it? 

JttfwMT* I believe they would- 

Quefihn* Why do you think fo f 

jbfwer* I can fpeak for the colony 

I live in- I had it in inftruclion from 

the aift mbly, to aJTure the imniflry, 

v " that as^they always had done, fo they 

> always mould think it their duty to 

j- '-grant fuch aids to the crown as were 

j y fuitable to their circumftances and 

„-; abilities, whenever called upon for 

the purpofe, in the ufual conftitu- 

: ;. tional manner ; and I had the honour 

^ of communicating this inftrnction to 

; the honourable gentleman (Mr. 

'.;'■ Grenviile) who was then miniiler. 

: farliamtntary.Dtbates for 1766, page 

The cafe of America, to this hour, 
j. £3? never been fairly ilated^ 



> 

The Maffachufcts Afcrobly, In 
1768, in their peiitfnn ro the Kmv;, 
fay, ** The reprelentatives of your 
people, in General Aiftmbly, have 
never; failed to a fiord the turcH&iV 
aidio the extent of their ability, and 
fomerimes beyond it; and it would 
be grievous to your Majcfty's fubjech 
to be called upon in a way that ap- 
pears to them to imply a diftruft," 
&c. 

See the fame, in the letter from 
the fame, to the Earl of Shelburne. 
Again, from the fame, to General 
Conway, 
from the fame, to the Mar- 
quis of Rockingham, 
from the fame, to Lord 

Camden - 
from the fame, to the Earl 

of Chatham, 
from the fame, to the Lord> 
of the Treafury* 
In all thefe ^applications, they 
complain of having been greatly mif- 
rcprefented* And fay, £t All they 
dcJire is to be rcftored to the Handing 
upon which they were originally put ^ 
to have the honour and privilege of 
voluntarily contributing to the aid of 
their Sovereign, when required* 
They are free fubjec"ls ; and it is 
hoped, the nation will never con&Ier 
them as in a tributary llate." All 
thefe papers were published in the 
year 1768. 

The lafl Petition from New-York, 
fays, €l It is with pleafure and truth 
we declare, that we ever have been, 
and ever will be ready, to bear our 
full proportion of aids to the crown, 
for the public fervice." — Partia&&- 
tary Regtfter, <voI. I. page 474. 

I could cite fifty more paperi of 
authority, in the pofleflion of admi- 
niftratioa, from the feveral colonies, 
all containing the fame words. *35ut 
now thefe colonies are loll for ever I 
,And the ttue caufe of this, mls&'r tune 
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( is> Jiot owing to a icheme of gaining 
a revenue, for that was repeatedly 

* offered, in the aflcing leave to make 
yplnntary grants, but to a fcheme of 
Creating a great number of places in 

_ America, by an unneceflkry, as well 
as impotent fyftem of taxation* This 
is the true caufe that the interior ca- 
binet are fo bitter againft America. 
And as to his Majefty (if that were 
material) it is pretty notorious, he is 
managed by that cabinet. 

[This place and revenue fcheme 
Having failed, Meflrs. Paxtori, Hul- 
ton, and Hollowell, who had been 
appointed coinmiffioners of the Ame- 
rican revenue, but who went with 
General Howe from Bofton to Hali- 
fax, afterwards left Halifax when 

' General Howe went to New- York, 
and came to England, where they 
arrived about the middle of Augufl, 

f * A PORTRAI T.* 
Jf Ztyy'Yo draw a character fo mtfch be- 
cjf}t* nReath the honours of portraiture, 
would need apology, if the caprice of 
fortune, in a fit of ill-humour, had 
not by giving to the original a fitua- 
tion for which nature had never de- 
signed him, raifed him into notice, 
and made him an object of the public 
concern. It is only then for the moll 
candid motive of a public utility, to 
atone for the ignoblenefs of the per- 
fonage whofe portrait is here exhi- 
bited ; faithfully taken feature by 
feature, without any the leaft cari- 
cature, and too fatally fulfilling tke 
idea of a favorite without merit. 

Conftitutionally falfe, without fy{~ 
tem, and in the moft capital points, 
greatly, to his own difadvantage, fo; 
being, in fa&, neither true to others, 
nor to himfelf ; involved by the ne- 
ceifity of his nature in that virtuous 
circle of being falfe becaufe weak, 
and weak becaufe falfe. 

Referved, inward, and dsrkfome ; 
fequeftered in feme me'arare from fa- 
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ciety, taking jcorert in the fliades-of 
embowered life, as the refuge of va- 
nity from the wounds or. contempt J 
clandefKne without concealment ; fad 
Without fdrrqw j . donieftic wunout fa- 
miliarity ; haughty without eleya^ 
tion ; nothing great, nothing noble 
having ever marked his character, or. 
Illuftrated his conduct, public or pri- 
vate | reducing every thing to ha 
own ideas, that ftandard of fittlenefs, 
that mint of falfity ; ftubbom without 
firmhefs, and ambitious without {pi* 
rit j a frigid friend, a mean enemy $ 
naufebufty bloated with a ftupid, 
rank quality-pride^ without the air, 
the cafe, the manners, the dignity of 
a gentleman. When in a high poft; 
and in no fort of danger, without 
common courage ; to thofe whofe ren 
fentment he had not to fear, without 
common honor : while from the very 
fame meannefs of fpirit that he did 
the injury, he could remain calloufly 
infenfible to the reproaches of others; 
and to his own. Ungenerous with- 
out any very extraordinary note of 
avarice; but rather fo, through that 
poverty of head and heart, from which 
fo many people of fortune hug them- 
felves on what they imagine fayed fy 
the omiflion of fome little circum- 
fiance that honour, juftice, or tafte 
required ©f them ; though by that 
little fo faved that they not only Iof£ 
the much they will have facrificed ttji 
their various objects of vanity, but 
where they befpoke admiration, find 
no returns for their expehce but juft 
"cenfure and derifion. And furely in 
this point of vulgar error, among the 
low understandings in high life, this 
poor man was not borri to break hte:d; 
Bookifh without learning ; in hit 
library of parade, as infenfible and 
unconverfable on the great objects of. 
literature, as one deaf and dumb 
queftioned on a concert of mufic; 
as little of a judge as a blind man in 
a gallery of pictures » or, at the beff, 
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like a fmadcWmootfc feunuch in a -fe- not only treated b^ tlifr wM ft#t 

ragiio of beauties, fumbling and not an apatny as had h&bingiri it of^a 

enjoying ; a dabbler in the fine Arts, juft and noWe contempt ; t>ufi to" efcfl* 

tra- 'lummate the ingratitude, one" of *tfo* 



'without grace, without talle ; a 
veiler thro' countries without feeing 
them, and totally unacquainted with 
hhowh. 

' In a dnll/ungenial folitude, mud- 
dling away E wbat lejfure he may have 
from falfe politics, and ruinous coun- 
icls, in fluffing his port-folios with 
yernxy prints and pretty pictures of 
coloured fimples, thoie gazing-traps 
Of fimpletons, and gamifliing his 
'knicknackatory with mechanical toys, 
baubles, and gimcracks, or* varying 
his nonfenfe with Tittle tricks of chy- 
*miftry I while all theft futile puer- 
ilities hive fceen tendered (till mote 
futile by the gloom 4f a folemn vi- 
fage, ridiculoufly exhibiting the pre- 
ternatural dfcara&er of a grave child. 
Bagatelles thefe, which it wou^d 
doubtlefs be impertinent, illiberal, 
*and even uncharitable to mention, 
were h not for the apprehension of 
liis having infpired this morf unroyal 
"taAe for trifles where it could not ex- 
ift bat at the expence of a time and 
attention, of which the nation could 
not be robbed without capital detri- 
ment' to it : a circumftance this that 
* jnuft draw down a ridicule upon his 
matter, not to be eafily fliaken off, 
and as much more hurtful to a prince 
than a calumny of a graver nature, as 
contempt is evfer more fatal to go- 
vernment than even fear or hatred. 
* '^Too unhappily, alas! for this na- 
tion, chance had thrown this egre- 
gious trifler into a family whom his 
tlomjfcftic ftreights had favorably dif- 
jfofed- towards him. How he main- 
tained and improved his footing into 
a pernicious attendant is furely be- 
tieath curioiity, * So much, however, 
It would be urifair to fupprefs, that 
the inhuman* bafe atfauination of 
the fame of his political maker, was 



torioufly the firft instigators* of >tfce 
ftand&l was enrdlhsd among his^inti* 
mate confidents and fupporters, with- 
out even this being the only appearance 
afforded by him of his. not wing in- 
finitely difpleafed at the currency of 
the calumny. x 

As to the royal pupil, who, }$"& 
mifplaced confidence, fell tinder l^ls 
ma;iageinent at the age of mfceptilfi- 
Kty of all impreffions, it was not 
wefi poffible for him to prevent a 
deep-rooted partiality for a choice 
manilefUy not made by him, but for 
him. In raw, unexperienced youtji, 
praltifed upon by an infidious ftudy of 
his inclinations, not to re&rry, but to 
govern him by them ; captivated by 
an^unremitting attention to humour 
and perpetuate the natural beru of 
that age to the lighter objects *f 
amufement j inftituted to an implicit 
faith in the man, who littered his 
head with trifles, and hardened his 
heart, like his own againft the re- 
monstrances of true greatnefs, whije 
warping his underftandhj^ with die 
falfeft notions of men and things, 
and especially of maxims of ftate, 
of which himfeJf never had (b much 
as an elementary idea ; thus delivered 
up to fuch a tutor how could the 
difciple poiHbly efcape inch a com> 
bination ? what of eflentially wife dr 
'^magnanimous could he learn from fuch 
a pedlar in politics and manners "fr 
no one can impart what himfelf never 
had. Honour, gratitude, dignity 
of fentiment, energy of finceiity, com* 
prehenfivenefs of views, were not ft 
him tq inculcate* Obftinacy unde"£ 
the ftale difguife of firmneTs ; tBe 
royalty of repairing a wrong by per* 
lifting in it, the pkufible decencies Of 
private life, the petty moralities, the 
minuteaeit 
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tninuteneft of public arrangements, 
the preference of dark juggle, my- 
fttry, and low artifice to the frank, 
open fpirit of government j the a bun* 
dant fuErieney of the abfence of 
great vices, to atone for the want of 
great virtues, a contempt of reputa- 
tion, and efpecially that execrable ab- 
surdity in the fevereign of a free peo- 
ple, the neglecl of popularity, were 
alt that the pupil could poilibly learn 
from fuch a preceptor, Moulded 
then by fuch a tutorage, impercep- 
tibly formed not to govern, but to be 
governed ; and from being the pof- 
itflbj of a great empire , converted 
into the being himfelf the property 
of a little fitly fubject ; Men tKu* 
away from (limfelf, what remains 
for us but ardently to pray that, be- 
fcrc tt is too late, he may be re- 
Jlorcd to himfelf; that he may at 
Jength, enter into the fpirit of roy- 
alty, and have a character of his 
own ? May he never exhibit, in 
the leaft degree, the copy of an 
original, whom not to referable 
would furely be the honor. Let 
him give us the fevereign Jtimfelf, 
not the favorite, at fecond hand; 
or Still worfe, the favorite's footman, 
at fecond hand i and m this de* 
precation of detriment and dishonor, 
there can queftionlefs be nothing dif- 
loyal, or difrcfpectful, Tt is impof- 
(ible to with him greater than I fin- 
cerely do, falnsa llbtrtate, m courfe. 
A wiJh that will not readily be for- 
given by thofe fpecial friends of hi$ t 
who have been incefLntly labouring 
fo bard to make them lb little, as 
little, in fhort, as themfehes. 

Here it would be pcrfe&ly infigni- 
ficant to fcarch out the diftincVion 
without a difference to the public* 
whether or not ihc favourite, after 
that fcaniktou* defer tion» when he 
ad abjectly fneaked out of an uilcu- 
#btc gflkc in. the ftate, as he hadarro- 



gantry ftrutted into it, retains, indi- 
vidually himfelf, or by his Appoint- 
ment of other*, the power of conti- 
nuing that infernal chaos, into which 
;ie fjconi the hrft plunged affairs, , at 
,the time that through his cloudy im- 
becility it fo (pon thickened in the 
clear of the faireft horizon that ever 
tantalized a country with the promife 
of meridian fplendor. It is enough 
to obferve, that fince his having deli- 
vered up to his own parafites that 
.mailer whom he thus made the^center 
of their paltry cabals, and the prey 
of their fordid rapacioufnefs, it ap- 
pears, at leaft, from^the identity <jf 
fpiritleflhefs, of in&nfijbility to hd^ 
ijour, of want of plaa,.aftd of the td- 
tal difbrder in which we fee tilings 
for ever langmlhing^ ifhat the fanw 
deftruftive Jmpulfton ftill fub(ift$, 
while none could collaterally be ad- 
mitted into any participation of truft, 
but fuch as would wink hard, and at 
leaft pretend not to fee through that 
grofs illuiion, with which a natural 
defire of not appearing to be go/- 
verned, might blind a prince, without 
impofing on any but himfelf. Tire 
joke of holding tommittees-with ref* 
' jeftive minifteri of departments, and 
being his own minifter, paiTes on no 
one. The wires of motion to the 
;«vill have been too clumfily worked, 
not to be feen f Add that the pri- 
'mary caufe m^y, by the faireft evef- 
tigation, be brought home to that 
/unhappy man whom chance had 
' thrown into a channel of power to dp 
much good, or much mifchief. The 
laft he has mechanically done, with- 
out perhaps much meaning in it, 
ioming upon the fcene, with* abfo- 
lutely every thing in his favour, ex- 
cept himfelf. All prejudice then 
a-part, mark in him, to his prince, 
J a tutor without knowledge, a minifter 
1 without ability, a favourite without 
gratitude, t^e very anti-genius of 
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ties. 
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*c£ttcs, T fyt&tifc of Scotland, the under ttbfejioe 'deftfodfi^^it'&ittlr 



<lifgrace of his mailer, the defpair of 
the nation, and the difdai^ of hiAory. 

t-j In pM&r$fs, July 4, 1776. 
4 Declaration by tie Reprefentatives cf 
--'.- *& Unifed 8 fates $>f America, in Ge- 
neral' Cohere/s ajfanbltd. , 
When m the courYe of human 



right, it is their ixtif to throd*;^ 
foch government^ and to provide p»w 
guards for tbeirfituw fccurity>^ScDtt 
has ijeen the , patient fnffenngsftcf 
thefe polonies, and fych * is now the 
necenTty which con ft rains them to ah 
ter their former fyftems of 
ment. ~" 



r former ivltems of govcrn- 

.._____ „ ThehiKxjryofM^/^f^ 

events it becomes neceflary for one Q&a^JffiJ * is* a hiftory of repeated 

people to diffqlve the political bands injuries and ufurpations; all having 

" ' ' "' n ' * ' "*"' in direct objed the eflablifliment of 

an abfolute 'Ry&WfNtx thefe ftateii 
To prove this, let fads befubmitchl 
to a candid world. * ' v..\\ 

He has refiifed his aflent to laws, 
the moft wholefome and neceflary^er 
the public goop?.-'* , .h'J 

He has fbrbidder^tf0*y«;i*r^t** 
pafs laws of immediate and prefing 
importance, unlefs fufpended in the? 
operation till his aflent Ihbijld be ob- 
tained ; and when fa fufpeftded; he 
has utterly neglected to attend them; 
■ He has refufed* to pafs* Qther laws 
for accommodation or large diftncti 
of people, unlefsl thofe people would 
relinquiffi the rights ' of repnefenfifr- 
fion in tfie legiflature $ a right inefl£- 
mable to them, and formidable tp 

He has called together legiflawe 
bodies at places unufual, uncomforta- 
ble, and diftant from t^e. depofitory 
of their public records, for' the poi>- 
pbfe'of fatiguing them into compile 
ance with his meafures* 

He has difTolved - Representative* 
Houfes repeatedly, "for bppofing, with 
manly firmnefs, his invaftons on jtibe 
rights of the people, ■ • "? : 

He has refufed for a long^'tixttt, 
after fuch difTolutionr, to *aute other* 
to be erected; whereby the lejriffeU- 
tive powers, incapable of annilula- 
tion, have returned to the people it 
large for their exendfe: the ftite: re- 
maining in the mean rime expofedtto 
all tne dangers of invafion from «dtnV 
out, and>convnlAo« ^dthiav -* ■ • ' G 

He 



which have connected them with ano- 
ther, and to affume among the pow- 
ers 1 of the- earth the Separate ' and 
equal ftation to' which the *laws of 
Mature and of NabnVs God entitle 
them, a decent refpett to the opinio 
bns of mankind requires that they 
Should declare the caufes which impel 
theni to the feparation. 

We hold thefe truths tp be felf- 
evident ; that all men are created 
equal; that they are' endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable 
rights ; that among thefe are life, li- 
berty, and the purfuk of happinefs. 
That to fecure thefe rights, govern- 
ments are inflituted amongft men, de- 
riving their juft powers from the con- 
sent of the governed; and whenever 
any ' form of government becomes 
destructive of thefe end's, it is the 
right of the people to alter or to abo- 
Jilh it, and to inftitute new govern- 
ment, laying its foundation on fuch 
principles, and organizing its powers 
hi fuch foim, as to them ihall feein 
moll likely to effect their fafcty and 
fcappineft, c Prudence indeed will dic- 
tate, that governments king eftablift- 
etf fMuld 1 not be changed for light 
'fend^'trannent 'caufes; and accordmgry 
>H experience hath ihewn, that man- 
fend are moredifpOfed to fufFcr, while 
'evils are fuffcral>l£, than' to right 
themfelves %y abdlifliihe the forms to 
-Which th*y are' accuftomed. But 
v When a long train of abufes and ufiir- 
'featidns, purfuing invariably the fame 
fcSjeft, Princes ^de^gn toredace^theih 

,0... ; . . ...... . ^ * -.. 
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vife Aa*enAa*ftjtofcd to {metent thej 
papulation of tbefe ibiesf for *hafc 
pmpofet ohftrpfting the laws foj ; na* 
Ihrdizatiott trf foreigners* refuting- to 
toafs others to encourage their migra* 
toons hither/ aAd raiting the condi* 
tlons of new appropriations of lands. 
He has obftru&ed the admlniflra* 
£ion of juftice, by refuting his aflent 
to laws for eftablifiiing judiciary pow* 

<$»• ■';.*' - 

■ He has made judgef dependent on 
Jlis; wilj* ajone, for the tenure of their 
offices/ and the amount and pay- 
ment of tneir falaries. 
[> He has erected a multitude of new 
offices, and feat hither fwarms of offi- 
cers to harrafs our people and eat out 
£heir fubfitience. 

■i He has kept among us in times of 
peace, landing armies, without the 
ionfent of our legiflatures, 
V. He has efFec"bd to render the mili-. 
tary independent of, and fuperior to 
$he civil power. 

>. He has combined witfl others to 
ifubjeft us to a jurifdiction foreign to 



pur conftitution, and unacknowledged 
<oy_our laws,w'A3*/£',£*/*^the% 
pretended ac> of legislation : 

For quartering large bodie| of 
jrmed troops among us : 
-~ For prote&ing them, by a mock 

trial, from puniihment for any mur- 
ers which they fhould commit on 
the inhabitants of theft ilates : 

For cutting off our trade with all 
>parts of the world : ,. 
\\ For impbting taxes; on us without 
jjourconfeui; : - 

For depriving us, in many cafes/ 
,«f the benefit & trial by jury : 
/'.For tranfporting us beyond feas to 
bfe: tried for pretended offences : 



) 

troducjng the f^e^ab&btte rule into 

theft colonies : --.'^.v H. -/■■•> 

For taking aNvay oh* ; charters, abo* 
lifting our moft valuable laws^ anil 
altering fundamentally &e forms of 
bur governments : > ■■.-..« "\ K 

For fufpending our own kgHIa* 
tures, and declaring themfelves in- 
vefted with power to legislate feu* us 
in aH cafes whatfoever : ;/ 

He has abdicated governmenthens, 
by declaring us put of hw protection, 
and waging war againit us : r 

He has plundered our feas, ra- 
vaged our coafts, burnt our towns, 
and deflroyed the lives of our pco* 
fie: ? 

He is, at this time, transporting 
large armies of foreign mercenaries* 
to compleat the works oFtyr*/*A*fte 
P*J&>tij>h~ already begun with cir* 
cumtiances of cruelty 
fcarcely paralelled in the moll barbae 
rous ages, 



.He has conftrained our fellow-ci- 
tizens, taken captive on tjie high 
feas, to bear arms againft their coun r 
try, to become the executioners of 
their friends and brethren, or to fall 
themfelves by their hands : 

He has excited domeftic infurrec- 
tions amongft us, and has endear 
voured to bring on the inhabitant? 
of our frontiers, the mercilefs Indian 
favages, whofe known rule of warfare 
is an undiftinguifhed detiru&ioa of 
all ages, fexes, and conditions : 

In every ftage of thefe oppreffioBts 
we have petitioned for redrew; in the 
moft humble terms ; our repeated 
petitions have been anfwered only far 
repeated injury. hKing jwhofc 
character is thus ; marked by every a£ 



£or abolifhing the free fyftem of which may c>fine,^7J*M^ un frc & 

jiEnglHh laws in a neighbouring pro- bethe&z^of a free, vpeoolr. Mi i 

-Vince, eAabliihing therein an arbi- Nor have we beeriiWariflujg clfl^PNh 

tirary government, and enlarging its ^tfltntionio our Britifo- brethren ^ j^fe 

houfiwies, (b as to render it at once have warfced thenv .from time^Ao 

an 'example and fit inftrument for in- time, of attempt J*y tfcw fagm* 



>n 



ture # 
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turf, to extend an unwartntable ju- 
rildidlon over us j we have reminded 
litem of die tircumiUnces of our emi- 
gration and iettleiiienc here ; we have 
appealed to their native juftice and 
jBagnanimity, and we have ionjurrd 
them by the ties of our common ^la~ 
dried to difavow thef: usurpations 
which would inevtuibly in ten up t 
cur connc&iona and eorrefpondence, 
Tbey too have been deaf to the 
>-oice of juilicr and ofcon fang trinity, 
We mult therefore acqujefee Jo the 
neceftity whicji denounces our fcpara<: 
tion, and hold them, as we hold the 
reft of mankind, enemies in war» tii 
peace friend*. 

Wt, thercfofe t the reprefentatives 
of the United States of America, in 
G t ncral Cougrefs a fTe m bled, appeal- 
ing to the fupremc judge cf the world 
for the re&hudeofour intentions, do, 
in the name and by the authority of 
the good people of thefe colonies, fo- 
lemnly publish and declare, that 
thefe imued colonies, are, and of right 
ouglu to be, * Free and Independent 
Sutcs/ and that they are abfolvcd 
torn all allegiance to the BrltiiTi 
crown, and that all political con- 
reel ion between them and the ilate 
of Great-Britain, is, and ought to 
he t totally diffolvcd ; and that as 
free and independent ftates, they have 
iuU power to levy war, conclude 
peace, contract alliances, eltablifti 
commerce, and to do all other acta 
and things which independent dates 
may of right do- And for the fup- 
pon of this declaration, with a firm 
reliance on the protection of divine 
providence, we mutually pledge to 
cadi other our lives, our fortunes, 
and our far red honour, 

Signed by order, and in behalf of 
the Congrefsp 

Johm Hancoc*, Prefidcnu 
Attcft, 

Chauk« Thomson, Secretary. 



Bojtaiti April ij, 
TU Corporation of Harvard Colttgt jp 
Cambridge , in New^Engkytd) to all 
faithful in Chrift) to *whom iktjjt 
pre/mis fbatl corns gmting ,* 
Whereas academical degrees were 
originally instituted for this purpoft^ 
t!i*it men, eminent for knowledge, 
wi fdom and virtue, wfoo have high If 
merited of the republic of letters, 
fhould be rewarded: with the honour 
of thefe laurels ; there is the greatelt 
propriety in conferring fuch honour 
on that very illuftrioUj gentleman, 
George Wafhington, £fq; the acr 
compliihcd general of the con rede-? 
rated colonic* in America ; whofe 
knowledge and patriotic ardour arc 
mani feft to all ; who, for his diiita- 
guiflied virtue, both civil and mill** 
ury, in the firft place being elected 
by the fuitrages of the Virginians one 
Of their dek gates* exerted hlmfelf 
with fidelity and Angular wifdom in 
the celebrated Cong re fs in America, 
for the defence of liberty* when in. 
the utmoft danger of beittg for eve/ 
loft, and for the falvauoa of hi* 
country j and then, at the earned 
requeit of that grand council of pa- 
triots, without hefimion, left all the 
pjeafures of his delightful feat in Vir- 
ginia, and the affairs of his own ef- 
face, that through all the fatigues and 
dangers of camp, without accepting 
any regard, he might deliver Nw 
England from the unjult and cruel 
arms of G . Britain, and defend rj\*> 
other colonies ; and who, by the moflt 
fignal fmiles of divine providence 
on his military operations, dro^t tb* 
jket &xJ irmps of the nstmy <wtib dtfy 
graceful precipitation fr&m the t*wn *f 
Bojim* which for eleven months had 
been (hut, fortified and defended by 
a garrifon of above 7000 regular* | 
fo that the inhabitants, who w fir red 
a great variety of iLrdmips And 
cruelties while under the power of 
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^effc^fetfolff/now j-cjoJCfe in their complying "with cjthcr, they denred 

delrveratce, the neighbouring towns the Governor would go on board 

^are alfo freed from the tumults of one of the King's fluj)s; and the pre- 

arms, and our uriiyerfity has the fident of the convention, aricl others, 



agreeable prpfbeft of being reftored 
40 its ancient feat. 

w^vKnow ye therefore, that 'we, the 
•fcrefident and fellows of Harvard Col- 
Jedge in Cambridge, (with the con- 



Jen't pf the honoured and reverend 
overfeer? of our academy) have cojk- 
ftituted and created' the aibrefajd 
Jtmdeman, George Washington, who 
jnerits the higheft honour, doctor .of 
|kws, &e law of nature and nations, 
and the civil law ; and have given 
ami granted him at the fame time 
aB rights, privileges and honours -to 
$fee /aid degree pertaining. 
•V T I*i teftimony whereof, we have af- 
filed the common feal of our uni ver- 
ity to thefe letters, t and fub'feribed 
them with our hand-writing, this 
third day of April, in the year of our 
Lard one thoufand {even hundred 
and (eventy-nx. 

Samuel Langdon, S- T. D. Prefes. 
Nathaniel Appleton, S. T. I>. 
Johannes Winthrop^ Mat. et. Phi, P. 
Andreas Elliot, S. T. D. (Hoi. 

L. L. D. 
$ainuel Cooper, S. T. D. 
jihans Wadfworth, Log. et. Eth Pre. 
J T^endon, September 2. Governor Eden 
arwved in London from Maryland, 
&ut laft from Virginia, which he left 
on the 6th of Augiaft. He came in ja. 
transport. 

Baltimore is'fortified with 6b pieces 
qf cannon, 9 pounders. Almoft every 
town is fortified. ' 

VTbe Virginia convention denred 
Ac Maryland convention to feize the 
per ton of Governor Eden. The Con- 
tinental Congrefs requefled they 
Would fend him to them. Inftead of 



attended him" to the water fide. Ifa 
went on board the Fowey. ' Wnite 
the fhip was lying off the coaft, fonje 
perfons of the province went on board 
her alfo. The Convention deiired the 
Captain to fend thofe perfons aflibre. 
He faid they had taken refuge qo 
board his fhip, and therefore he could 
not : upon which the convention de- 
clared the truce was broken, and de- 
tained a part of Governor Eden's 
baggage, which bad not been put pa 
board with, him. Their delegates in 
the Continental Congrefs, who had 
been inftrufted to vote againft inde- 
pendency # , and having foyoted, had 
withdrawn from the Congrefe, were 
deiired to return to the Congrefs, and 
aft as they thought bell for the in- 
tereft of their country. They accor- 
dingly returned to Philadelphia, and 
acceded, in form, to the vote of in- 
dependency. 

The Convention of Virginia have 
changed the government of that pro- 
vince, and have chofen Patxicjk Henryy 
Efq; preiident and commander ia 
chief ; after tfie model of Caroling* 
(page 197.) ' 

The AfTenrblyofPennfylyaniahar; 
ing declared that the qUeftion of m-f 
dependency or feparation from Great"' 
Britain, was or" too much irapoyrtance 
for them to decide upon, and there- 
fore fent the feveral representation* 
made by thofe for and againft the 
<jueftion, to the refpeftive tovyhs an4 
counties in the province.' Iri'confe- 
quence of this reference, the fenfe of 
the province was taken, when there 
appeared a large majority, for it, 
every where. A convention was here- 



• The quefliftn of independemcy had been agitated in the Maryland Convention, before it 
■%»»» decided in the Continental Congrefs; and by a majority of feven counties againft four, 
iaftruction* were given to their Delegates in Congrtfs, to vote againft it* 
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. ttpon ele&ed, who not only InnWted 
their delegates in Congrefs, to agree 
to the quefthm when propbfed ; but 
•Ifb 1 to form alliances with foreign 

* powers. They agreed to the queftion 
of independency, and "the Congrcfs 
appointed Silas Deane, Efq; late one 
of the delegates for the colony of 
Connecticut, charge' des affaires, or 
jninifter to the court of France* 

*■ It is worth notice, that when the 
Congrefs were informed by General 
Washington, that he could commarid 

" Bolton from the heights of DarcHefter, 

* and certainly take it, but apprehend- 
ed the town would be burnt ; it was 
unanimoufly refolved to nflc the event; 
and if the town mould be burnt, to 
make jrood the lofs of the fufferers out 
of the joint ftock of America. This 

, accounts for the quiet retreat of Ge- 
neral Howe, (page 105.) 

* The fame thingnappened at Ch arles- 
Town in Carolina. When the iriha- 

* bitants faw gir Peter Parkers fleet 
approach, they refolved, in cafe the 

" army landed, to burn the town ; and 
had taken, at a meeting held for that 
purpofe, an exact account of the va- 
lue of each houfe, building, &c. in 
order to lay before the Congrefs, to 
lhew what they had made a facrifice 
of to the public caufe ; and to be re- 
imburfed out of the joint ftock Of 
America. 

Five fhips had j 11ft arrived at Phi- 
ladelphia, with arms and ammuni- 
tion ; and one French fhip was ex- 
petted to fail from Philadelphia for 
Old France, the beginning of Auguft. 

At the beginning of June> a deputy 
from the Six Nations was in treaty 
: with the Congrefs of America, at 
Philadelphia. 

The American Cdngrefs have if- 
ftpd fixteen millions of dollars (in 
their own paper) which is equal to 
about three millions and halffterling. 
They have ordered thirteen frigates 
to be built, carrying from 3a to 36 



<?2 ) 

guns each, which would be ready .£& 
lea in t&e month of September, vfe. 

4 in New-England (one of them in 
Rhode-Ifland) 2 In the North River, 

5 at Philadelphia, and .i at 'Balti- 
more, They have appointed George 
Rofs, Efq; one of the Pcrinfylvama 
delegates in Cbngrefs, fuperior judge 
of the admiralty ; and Daniel Robert 
Deau, Efq; heretofore colonel, com- 
mander of the Provincial troops of 
Penhfylvania, with the rank of Briga- 
dier-general. * .'.:.' 

The flying camp (mentioned fo 
page 204) confifts of 6©oo men from 
Penrifylvania, 60a from the Lower 
Counties, and 3406 from Maryland ; 
commanded by Brigadier General 
Thomas Johnfon of Maryland. \ ' 
. On the fourth of May, Lord Dai. 
more was entrenched at Tuckexfs 
Mills, near T^orfolk in Virginia.-^- 
He had here a quantity of cannon 
mounted, and was defended by jo« 
men. But the Provincials being re- 
folved to attack him, he went ta 
Guin's Ifland in the month of Jun*. 
(Seepage 223.) The Provincials coU 
le&ed a force here to difturb him. 
On the 9th of July they opened two 
batteries,* under the direction of Bft- 
gadier-general Andrew Lewis of Vir- 
ginia, which played upon the mo- 
ping fo feverely, that his Lordffclp 
was obliged to go off with the fleet, on 
the nth. He fent the people and 
families of Norfolk, whom ne had 
taken under his protection, in thirty 
VefTels, under convoy ,of the Otter 
floop, to St. Auguftine, in Florida. 

Lord Dunmore went with the men 
of war (three in number, and fiVe 
tranfports) to George's Ifland, in Pb- 
tomack river for water ; where fce 
came to anchor on the 14th of Jirty. 
Some of the veflels had not a quart of 
frefh water 6n board. Two of the men 
of war he fent up the river to thff 
frefhes, for water, where they wens 
fired upon by the Maryland troops 

Tkefc 
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^bete UoQJjf^aVftdedL^itoui: in figljt 
jbrtlier men 6? war. ' Lord. Dunmore 
and Captain Hammond looked upon 
Alias an infujt, and therefore they 
landed at ,Mr, .BxeiJt*? houfe,...with 
SZp men, and attacked them. The 
Provincials retreate4 a little way. 
'^The others did not follow. A lieu- 
tenant, a boatiwain, two feamen, and 
^ dxumnier, were wounded. It was 
;not known whether any of the Ame- 
ricans were killed. The failors burnt 



U*3 ...) 



failed the fifth of Auguil, ha Loi^* 
Ihip remaining in Lynjbcayen bay, on 
board the ihip Dunmore, accompa- 
nied by the Fowey and Roebuck men 
of war, three tranfports* two victual- 
lers, and two hofpital mips. 
. Part of a Utter from a gentleman ok 

board Lord Dunmcre^sjktt, to hit 
friend at Edinburgh, .-..,. ; 

From 'Gain's Jfland we, went up 
.the bay, and there met with a florin, 
in which we had like to have perifbed 



^r. Brent's houfe^and went on board on board the brig. Mr. Parker -2nd 
*""tia. The mips, returned to George's Mr. Ingram, with feyeralother friend* 

of government were blown on the east- 
ern more, and made prifoners. .The 
fleet went on to Potomack ; and after 
getting watered, by the; Roebuck and 
two tranfports going up into the freih 
part of the river, aft, the veflels that 
could go to fea, were ordered to 
fome place of peace. Many were 
burnt, among the reft the brig we 
ftaid in. Some went to AugufUne / 
with the Otter, fome to Bermudas, 
fome to the Weft Indies, and fome to 
Europe. In general the families 
were in the moft miferable diftrek; 
and feveral of them in the fmall pox* 
. London t September 2. This day ar- 
rived Colonel Maclean from Quebec. 
This officer raifed a body of men, 
chiefly Scotch emigrants in Canada, 
who were of infinite Service in t£e 
defence of Quebec, laft winter. He 
had been promifed eftablifhment and 
rank for this eorps ; but the promife 
was not kept. He left Quebec July 27. 
General Carleton did not go for- 
ward with the army ; he was at Que- 
bec. General Burgoyne was at Cham- 
bk, with 6000 Britiih and 200oBrunf- 
wick troops. Someof theBrunfwiLkers 
had deferted, and eight, of thofe re- 
taken had been hangcd 5 . His flfi- 
4 vanced guard, conflftmg of light in- 
fantry and grenadiers, were at Ifie au 
Noix. The defigrroJf fending a par- 
ty to Ofwego, and down the Mohawk 
river, Was laid' aiide. Colonel I*a- 
M m trick 



nd ; and the whole fleet went 
away. The Liverpool was ordered 
jfce/uifeoff the Delaware; the others, 
with hjs Lordmip, went to Lynhaven 
Bay, in Norfolk county,. Virginia, 
-Aug, 6, 1776. 

Qtfrtr particulars of Lord Dunmort and 

bis fleet. 

The fleet being drove off Guin's 

Xfland, proceeded to Potomack river, 

at th.e mouth of which they met with 

jLfevere gale of wind, which drove on 

febre feveral fnptal} veflels with the 

■friends of government on board, who 

^were taken priibners. The Roebuck 

jnan of war, with tranfports, went as 

^igh up the river as Dumfries to get 

jfrefh water. They were fired upon 

,0* their way from Colonel Brtnt's 

Jioufe in Virginia, upon whichaparry 

Handed and burnt it* 

.*, The fleet fuffered greatly Yor want 

.4if rxefh water. A contagious dif- 

. jeaapex having broke out among both 

thje" whites and blacks, out of die re- 

< ( gjtff*e,nt of 1000. blacks, or .flaves, 

j^iicji Lord Dunmore. had armed, 

$*\y 50 were alive. His Lordflup 

,f hix4oned George's Ifland, and being 

MCDSibered with many veflels, he 

^ugmt. feveral to prevent them falling 

;( 4njcpijie .hands of the Ameocans, and 

^jpriered that part of the fleet, conuf- 

' ^ goJE.40 to 50 fail, occupied by the 

ends of government, to proceed 

^er convoy of the Otter lloop to 

Jt." Auguftine, to which place they 
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t^ick Gordon was killed in a fcouting 
* ptfrty, that had been attacked. The 
Provincials were faid to have four 
armed ve/Tels on Lake Champlain, 
' each carrying 16 guns, nine pounders. 
v Gen. Sullivan commanded the Ame- 
rican army, confuting of feven teen re- 
giments, (about 6000 men) at Crown 
Point, which he was repairing; and it 
was imagined he would there make his 
#and ; - many of his men were ill of 
the fmall-pox. He has with him 
Brigadier-general Arnold, and Briga- 
dier-general Woedkle. The Indians, 
it was fuppofed, wcdld be neuter. The 
fhipwrights at Montreal, and other 
places, were hard at work building 
eight fchooners, and a proper number 
of battcaus, for croffwg the lakes ; 
but it was not expected that they 
could be ready to go upon Lake 
Champlain, till, the icth of Septem- 
ber. — Some untoward circumftances 
are faid to have happened, viz. not a 
good underftanding among the offi- 
cers ; — an apprehenfion of a want of 
.provifions ; — the French inhabitants 
not having fown any corn on account 
of the war ; therefore unlefs great 
quantities of provifions are ient from 
.England, with allowance for cafual- 
ties, it is impoflible to fubfiit fo large 
an army there. The Iaft year's crop 
was very indifferently got in ; and 
4 was nearly all confumed by the Pro- 
vincial forces while in Canada. 
Some further particulars respecting the 
attack on Sullivan's IJland. 
The day after General Clinton 
was landed upon Long Ifland, he ac- 
quainted Sir Peter Parker, he had 
founded the depth of the ford*, it 
was intended the troops iliould pafs to 
Sullivan's Ifland, and that he had 
found it was feven feet deep and up- 
wards ; at the fame time he offered 
Sir Peter two regiments, to be landed 
en Sullivan's Ifland, in cafe the bat- 



teries mould be filenced. Sir Peter 
declined this offer, fAying'he : ka<t ma- 
rines. Afterwards <3eneral Cfinton 
wanted to be conveyed by another wfey 
round, to Sullivan's Ifland ; but the 
two frigates which were to have en- 
filaded the enemy V works, and pre- 
vent their communication with the 
main were afhore, before they could 
get to their ftations. There feems a 
myftery, why Sir Peter Parker did not 
land his marines, when he had filen- 
ced the batteries ? It is a great omif- 
fion in the Gazette (page 191) not 
giving amore intelligible extract from 
General Clinton's account of this af- 
fair, 

The fotl&wing is the fuhflance of an au- 
thentic letter from an officer in the ex- 
pedition. 

The fcheme of attacking Charles* 
town was projected in confequence of 
the General's not receiving any coun- 
ter-orders, either from home, or from 
General Howe. That previous to 
the fleets departure from Cape Fear, 
a frigate and a fmall vefTel were fent 
to found the bar, that on their arrival, 
they faw a large deep. loaded Weft- 
India fhip waiting for the tide, to go 
over ; fhe was attended by a priva- 
teer fchooner; by whom it is fup- 
pofed ihe was taken. That the fri- 
gate would have re-taken her, but 
the privateer's people to prevent it 
fet her on fire, and fhe with her whole 
cargo were deftroyed. No circum- 
ftance is mentioned to give any rea- 
fon to conjecture what veffel it was. 
That they were obliged to take 'the 
Briltol's guns out, and otherwife 
lighten her before the pilot would 
take charge of her to carry her over 
the bar, that it was with great diffi- 
culty he then accomplished it, fhe 
flruck five times,' and it was once 
doubtful, if fhe would not have been 
loft. 



• He founded it him fell ia the prefence of Lori Corawallis, the Aids de Camp, *rc. 



That 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 2 

That the Information .which the 
Commodore and General had receiv- 
. <;d» that the fort upon Sulivan's Ifland 
was impcrfec"! and unfinished, was 
falfe, it being a ftrong well con- 
Uru&ed compleat work ; as they 
foon experienced. That the Briftol 
had upwards of fifty men fick before 
the action, who were replaced by 
volunteers from the tranfports; that 
ihe expended againft the fort, one 
Jiuudred and fifty barrels of powder ; 
that the fprings of her cable being 
cut, the battery raked her for fome 
time, and beat her almoft to pieces ; 
that only two perfons were alive, of 
the whole number that were Rati- 
oned upon the quarter-deck. That 
the Provincials had fortified every 
accefTible part of the ifland ; that a 
battery was erected, and an armed 
Jiulk placed, to obftruft the pafTage 
from Long Ifland, and which effec- 
tually prevented any communication. 
That fome fmall vefTels which were 
intended to cover General Clinton's 
crofting, and landing, were drove 
from their ftations, and the largeft of 
them had her bows beat in by 18 
pounders. That the ford which had 
been reprefented %o be only 18 inches 
deep at low water, between Long If- 
knd, and Sulivan's, they found to be 
a miftake ; and that it was from the 
• main to Sulivan's Ifland, over which 
paiTage the Provincials had a bridge, 
defended by a redoubt, and contigu- 
pus thereto they had feveral thou- 
fand men well intrenched ; which 
, rendered it impofiible for General 
h Clinton to aflift the ftiips; the at- 
- tempt would have been an ineffectual 
iacriiice ' of brave men. That the 
«' fleet and army were very much dif- 
trefled for the want of frefh provifi- 
ons, and good water* ; that a large- 
party was fent to the light-houfe, to 
procure a fupply of the latter, which 
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.they were afraid was cut oft That 
the fhips were obliged to bring up 
at too great a diftance from the fort 
to do it much injury, efpecially as it 
was low, and the merlons of an ex- 
traordinary thicknefs. That a. de- 
ferter had informed them, that Ge- 
neral Lee commanded the Provincial 
troops. And that very few of the 
Ihells from the ketch took place. 
Extrafi of a genuine Letter from Mr* 

P — — , Surgeon, en beard the , 

dated July 9, 1776, to Dofisr S--s, 

in London, 

* We left Cape Fear on the 27 th 
of May, and anchored the fame even- 
ing off the bar. The camp was 
ftruck at the fame time,, and the 
troops embarked the fame evening, on 
board the feveral . tranfports. Ail 
our motions were fo languid, and fo 
innervate, that it was the 9th of 
June before the Briftol and Pigot 
palled the bar of Charleftown ; the 
Briftol in patting ftruck, which alarm- 
ed us all exceedingly, but as it 
wanted two hours of high water, me 
foon floated again. The Prince of 
Piedmont, a victualling (hip, was to- 
tally loft on the north-breaker's of 
the bar: General Clinton and Lord 
Cornwallis were both on board when, 
ihe ftruck; but as the weather wai 
very fine, they were not in the leaf! 
danger. By our delays, we gave the 
people every opportunity they could 
have wifhed for, to ^ctend their lines, 
&c. they were not idle, every hour 
gave us aftonifhing proofs. of t^hei 
induftry. As we anchored at one 
league diftance from Sullivan's Ifland, 
we could fee all that \yas going on 
with the help of our^ glaiTes. The 
fort on this ifland is exceedingly 
ftrong (or rather the battery) it is 
built of palm trees and earth, and on 
it are mounted 18 of the lower deck 
guns of the Foudroyantj I never 



# AH the water upon the coaft of Carolina is brackifc 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



( 2t$ ) 

«pu^4 4i^gal&, morc^than fovcnteen, her cable fkot. awav t of fourfe, (hjfc. 

""*"*" * ' f u /-- ■- Jay end on to the battery, and waj 

raked fore and aft y ffce loft upward*; 
of one hundred men killed anA ; 
wounded* Capt. Morris, who cona-. 
manded her, loft his arm ; the wor^ 
thy man, however, died a week after 
on board the Pigot. Perhaps an in- 
ftance of fuch Daughter cannot be* 
produced ; twice the quarter-decfc 
was cleared of every perfcn except 
Sir Peter, and he was flightly wound? 
ed ; fhe had nine thirty-two pounr 
ders in her main maft, wfyich is fo] 
much damaged, as to be obliged to 
be fhortened; the mlzen had feven/ 
thirty-two pounders, and was obliged^ . 
being much ftiattered, to be entirely 
cut away It is tmpofllble to pretend 
to defcribc what our fhipping havef 
fuffered. Capt. Scott of the Experi- 
ment loft his right arm, and the flap 
fuffered exceedingly ; fhe had much 
the fame number killed and wounded 
as the Briftol, Our fituation wa» 
rendered very difagrceable by the 
A&ason, Syren and Sphynx running 
foul of each other, and getting on 
fhore on the middle ground. The 
Sphynx difengaged herfelf by cutting 
away her bowiprit ; and as it was not 
yet flood tide, the Sphynx and Syren, 
fortunately warped off. The A£beon 
was burnt next morning by Captairi 
Atkins, to prevent her falling into 



efhers imagined they could fee nine- 
teen, however, that is immaterial. 

* The fignal .for. attacking, was 
made by Sir Peter on the 27th of 
Jane, but the wind coming fuddenly 
to* the northward, the mips were 
obliged again to anchor. The troops 
have been encamped on Long Ifland 
fince the 15 th, and it was intende4 
that General Clinton fhould pafs the 
Neck that divides Long Ifland from 
6ullivan's Ifland, and attack by land 
while Sir Peter attacked by fsa. Ge- 
neral Lee had made fuch a difpofi- 
tion of mafked batteries, troops, 
&c. that it Js the opinion of all the 
officers of the army whom I have 
heard mention this circumftance, that 
if our troops had attacked, they muffc 
have been cut off; but this affertion 
does not fatisfy the navy, for they 
certainly expected great affiftance from 
the army, pxcufe this neceflary di- 
greflion. On the morning of the 
28th the wind proved favourable ; it 
was a clear fine day, but very fultry ; 
the Thunder bomb began the attack 
at half paft eleven, by throwing 
Jhells while the /hips were advancing; 
the ihips that advanced to attack the 
battery were the Briftol and Experi- 
ment, two 50 gun ftrips, the Solebay, 
Active, Aclreori and Syren of 28 guns, 
the Sphynx of 20, and the Friendship, 



an" armed fhip, of 28 guns. With ^ the hands of the Provincials, as fine 



this force what might not have been 
expected? Unfot tunatelv the bomb 
was placed at fuch a dlftance, that 
pie was not of the le'aft fervice. This, 
Col. James, the principal engineer, 
immediately perceived j to remedy 
which inconvenience, an additional 
guantity' ef powder was added to 
each mortar : t the coofequences was 
the breaking down the beds, and to- 
tally difabling her for 'the reft of the 
day. The Briftol and Experiment 
haVe fuffered moft incredibly : the 
former very early Jiad ; the fpring of 



a new frigate as I ever faw. Oar 
ftiips, after lying nine hours before 
the battery, were obliged to retire 
with great lofs. The Provincial* 
referved their fire until the lhipping . 
were advanced within point blank 
fliot ; their artillery was furprizingly 
well fcrved, it is faid, under the 
command of a Mr. Maflbn and De * 
Brahem ; it was flow but decifiVte 
indeed ; they were very cool, and ' 
took great care not to fire except 
their guns were exceedingly well dU 
reeled: but there was s time whepi 

.." ' to 
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the battery appeared to be filenced 
ftt more than an hoar ; the navy fay 
Jfad the troops been, ready to land at 
f nis time, they could have taken pof- 
ieffiort ; how that is, I will not pre- 
tend to &y j I will rather fnppofe it, 
but the fare became exceedingly fe- 
*ere when it was renewed again, 
and did amazing execution, after the 
fcattery had been fuppofed to have 
been fenced. This will not be be- 
lieved when it is firft reported in 
England. I can fcarcely belive what 
I myfelf faw on that day, a day to 
jHe one of the moft diirrefling of my 
life. The navy, on this occafion, 
have behaved with their ufual cool- 
pds and intrepidity; one would 
have imagined that no battery could 
have refilled their inceflant fire." 

London, Sept. 4. The Earl of Enrol; 
£artlet, a rich homeward bound Weft- 
Ihdiaman, is taken by an American 
privateer. By the feveral advices re- 
ceived, the Americans had at this 
time taken in all, twenty-fix Bri- 
tiih Weft-India veifels, moftly richly 
laden : twenty-one of which belonged 
to London. Notwithstanding thefe, 
and other great Iofles, all ranks of 
people were as gay as ever. Beau* 
inont and Fletcher fay, 

What need we fiddle for the Tongs and ftierry, 
When our very miseries can make us merry, 

4 l*ft °f part of the Weft-India^ and 
Leeward JJland jbips belonging to 
Great Britain* taken by the American 
privateers. 

Fanny, Blyth, from Barbadoes to 
Halifax ; Rover, Hunter, from An- 
figuato Ireland ; Ifabella, Kirk, from 
ditto to ditto ; Devonshire, Fiflier, 
from ditto to ditto ; Harlequin, 
Goodwin, from Nevis to London ; " 
Polly, Lear, from Antigua to ditto ; 
Lady Juliana, Stephenibn, from Ja^ 
jnaica to dittos Reynolds, Rufden, 
from ditto to ditto ; Juno, Marfom, 
jfrosq. ditto to Briftol $ fxancis, Wit- 
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liamfbn, from Antigua to London j^ 
Zach. Bailey, Hodge, from Jamaica 
to ditto*; .Creightbn, Rofs, from Atfp* : 
tigua to Bofton ; FriencUhip, MackeTj. 
from Grenada to London ; St. Peter^? 
— > — — , from St. Vincents to Liver- 
pool ; Neptune, Patterfon, from An«^ ' 
tigua to Ireland ; Star and Garter*., 
Hemfon, from St. Kitt's, to London $ 
Mary, Morville, from Tortola to Li- 
verpool,; Reward, Bayley, from ditto? 
to London ; Jane, Roome, from Do* 
minica to Briftol ; Portland, Bromell, 
from Grenada to Lancafter; Error, 
Bartlett, from ditto to London ; 

Tuite, : , from St. Croix, to 

Milford ; Nevis, Coffin, from Nevis 
to London. 

The Francis and Portland were rc- 
leafed, 

Befides the above veflels, two 
more Weft India veflels have beea 
taken by the American privateers. 
A gentleman who has attended to 
thefe captures, fays, That 28 Weft 
India men have been taken, which. 
valued at only 5000L each, amounts 
to 140,0001. That co tranfports 
have been taken, which, valued at 
only 2000 1. each, amounts to 
100,000 1. And that fix outward- 
bound veflels to the Mediterranean 
have been taken, which, valued at 

only 10,000 1. each, is 60,000 1 . 

The whole lofs, at theloweH average, 
is 300,0001. 

The war with North America has 
already proved excee&ngly injurious 
to the Weft India Iflands, for befides 
the great want of provifions, &c. the 
planters fuffer greatly in their pro- 
perty. ^ At leaft 75,000 puncheons 
of their rum ufed to be annually 
font to North America. This mar-,' ' 
ket is loft. Suppofe two thirds of 
that quantity lhould be brought tq ;'. 
England ; the price is here reduced 5 
the rum that was formerly fold for 
as. iod. per gallon, is now is. 6d n 
and fame fo low as isi 34. If then 

$ 0,000 f 
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to,ooo r puncheons are brought 
England more than formerly, the 
planters fuftain a lofs upon this ad- 
dition only of 3333 L 6 s. 8d. But 
government gain by the duty of 
55. id* per gallon, upon this ad- 
ditiond importation* 12,7081. 6 J, 8d« 
It is not probable that the con** 
fumptjoa in England will encreafe 
beyond this 50,000,— -in which cafe 
the planters mull do the beft they 
can with the remaining 25,000 ; fuch 
sts giving it to the negroes, who muft 
barter it for a little bifcuit, or what 
they can get. 

The Dutchefi of Leinfler, belong- 
ing to Dublin, arrived there from 
Antigua, Sept* 3, with rum, in fix 
weeks and four days. The Captain 
fays, that in latitude 20, and longi- 
tude 60, he was chaced and boarded 
by the Surprizal privateer, belonging 
to Philadelphia, Capt. Weeks, of 16 
guns; that being carried on board 
the privateer, on examining his pa- 
pers, the vefTel and cargo being found 
irifitt property, the Captain of the 
privateer faid, that he would not dif- 
trefs him, becaufe he was fure the 
Jrilh would not diftrefs them* After 
keeping him on board for about half 
an hour, . lie gave him up the vefTel 
and cargo, and wifhed him a fafe 
paflage. There were on board the 
privateer, Captain Robinfon, of the 
Neptune, of Irvine, from Antigua, 
with rum ; a Captain belonging to 
London from Grenada ; and a Cap- 
tain belonging to Briftol, from St. 7 
Xltt's, all prifoners, and their veiTels 
fent to North America, becaufe they 
were Britiih property. 
Copy of a letter from Capt. Braith- 

watte, of the Hampden Packet, dated 

Falmouth, Sept, 20. 
,, * Sept.. 5. 1 received the mail, and 
felled from JLifbon, with the wind to 
the northward. I received as paiTen- 
N gers, Mr. Scott, Mr. Fiflier, and 
Mr, Smith, and as diftreffed fubje&s, 
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to Captain Thomas Moore, his mate, 
and five of his people, being the 
mailer and part of the crew or* tlje 
-Mary and James, of Falmouth, bound 
4rom London to Salerno, Naples, 
£nd Meifina, but laft from Falmouth, 
having failed from thence the 20th af 
Auguft, with a cargo worth between 
20 and 30,000!. and was taken the 
firft inil. on the coaft of Portugal, 
14 leagues N. W. from Cape St. 
Vincent, (in fight of Mount Chigo) 
by an American privateer. of eight 
.carriage guns, and, a number of fwL- 
vels, commandedby Simon Forefterf, 
■an Irifhman, well known at Lifbon 
and Falmouth. The privateer was 
floop rigged, and called the Rover ; 
it being little wind, and rowing with 
twelve oars, fhe foon came up with 
Captain Moore. She had taken be- 
fore fix fail on the coaft, whofe people 
ihe landed at Faro. The 22d of 
Auguft, a Guineaman, from Briftol, 
John Baker, mailer, engaged her, 
but blew up in the action, and only 
three men laved out of twenty --eight. 
They Gripped Captain Moor and his 
people of every thing, and even threat- 
ened their lives, and fent the prize , 
directly for. America ; the next day, 
being about eight leagues from Cape 
Spichell, they gave Capt. Moore his 
boat, in which he reached Setuval 
that night. The Captain of the pri- 
vateer would not tell what place he 
belonged to, but faid there were 150 
fail ofthem fitted out of different ports 
of America. The people told Capt. 
Moore they belonged to Salem, au4 
that feveral more had failed from 
thence for the coaft of Spain and Por- 
tugal. Signed 

T. P f Braithwajte, 
Hampden Packet Boat J 

There has been, and ftill fubfifts, a 
difference between Lord George Ger- 
maine and Lord North, It broke 
out about filling up a vacant place in 
the Weft-Indies* Lord Nortji faid ir 

wag 

AnotheivaccouHt calls him Thompfon. 
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was a revenue p)ace, and ^therefore in JZnghJb Harbour > Antigua ^Mayj % 1776. 
'his department. ''" Lord George Ger- Sir,' .■---,■ 

'iflaihe faid, beihg'an American place, 
It was in his department as fecretary 
of ftatfe for the colonies. After near 
£x months contention, Lord North 
Submitted to Lord George Germairie. 
lt They have differed upon other Ame- 
rican points. Lord George's idea is 
*Vo compel America to fubmit— to ac- 
cept of nothing fhort of uncondi- t 
tional fubmiflion. Lord North's opi- 
nion has been to make peace with 
America upon the beft terms poflible. 
Lord George is fupported in the ca- 
binet by Lord Suffolk, Mr. Wedder- 
burne, &c. and by the Bedford party. 
As foon as it Is known what is the 
real wifh of the clofet, thefe devote 
themfelves to it, and make it their 
creed. Lord North has but few ad- 
herents in the cabinet ; but his rhean- 
nefs in fubmitting, makes it conve- 
nient to keep him. 

About the middle of Auguft the 
bda^I. of treafury directed feventeen 
thoufand pounds to be iflued, and 
diftributed among thofe, or fome of 
' thofe, government friends, who fled 
from America, and have taken refuge 
in England. 
Barbadoes. At a meeting of the Gene- 

ral Affembly, at the Tcnvn-Hall, on 

Tuefday the \\th day of May 1 776, 

purfuant to adjournment, prefent, 
The Hon. Sir John Gay Alleync, 
Bart, fpeaker. 
- The houfe being informed, Mr. 
" Secretary attended at the door from 
his Excellency and the council, he 
was admitted into the houfe, and de- 
livered to Mr. Speaker, a letter from 
"Admiral Young to his Excellency, 
and a meflage in writing from the 
council to the houfe, and Mr, Secre- 
tary then withdrew, 
•' "Ordered, That the admiral's let 
teKto the governor be read, which 
,} Was done in thefe words, viz. 



I have the pleafure to acquaint' you, 
my Lords ComrriifliOnefs of the Admi- 
ralty, have directed me to appoint 
convoys to the homeward bound mips 
from thefe iflands ; I am therefor^ 
to defire you will caufe it to be pror 
perly notified within your govern- 
ment, and fignify that I mail appoint 
the faid convoys to depart from tlie 
ifland of St. Chriftopher's, at the fol- 
lowing periods, viz. firft week in 
June, firft week in July, firft week 
in Auguft, and the laft, immediately 
after the firft full moon in October 
next, and require the matters of all 
fuch vefTels who are defirous to .have 
the benefit of the faid convoys, to af- 
femble at the ifland of Chriftopher*s, 
at the above ftated periods. I have 
the honour to be, Sir, your moft 
obedient humble fervanr, 

James Young. 
To his Excellency , the Hon. Ed* Hay^ 
Governor, tSc. 

Adjourned to the 9th of July ifjfj* 

July 9. Mr* Speaker informed 
the houfe, that fince their laft 
meeting he had received a letter ad- 
drefTed to him, as Speaker of the 
AfTembly, from the hon. George 
Walker, Efq. the agent of this ifland 
in Great-Britain, and Mr. Speaker 
delivered the letter in at the table, 
where the fame by order was read by 
the clerk as follows : viz. 

Ca<vendijh-Squai'e y May 1 5, 1776. 
Sir, 

I have received the* letter you did 
me the honour to write, incloiing a 
petition from the Honourable Houfe 
of AfTembly to the King, and im- 
porting their commands to lay it be- 
fore his Majefty. 

On the morning after it came to 
hand I delivered the petition to Lord 
George Sackville Germainc, the Se- 
cretary of State for America. Iris 

the 
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the olkml itKwfe; an<f his fordfhip 
promised to lay it before the King: j 

After waiting a reafonable time, I 
again .attended his lordlhip ; he faid, 
Be had laid the petition before the 
Kipg, who had been pleafed to fay, 

* He would be glad to do any thing 

* in his power for the advantage of 

* his good fubjetts of Barbadoes/' 
*The Secretary of State added, that 
this kind of anfwer was all that was ' 
ever expected to be given by the 
crown ; and went on, that the Go- 
vernor had written, * The meafure 

* was a meafure of the AfTembly's, 

* and the diflrefs was not fo great as 

* it appeared to the Aflembly.' 

It was in vain to urge the contrary, 
Ms lordfhip was in no difpofition to 
liften, and left me as ibon as good 
manners would allow. 

The honourable houfe and yourfelf 
have been informed by my letters to 
the Committee of Correspondence, of 
the prbpofition made by the Weft 
India body to this noble Lord, and 
to Lord North. Thefe proportions 
went minutely to the general object 
of the AfTembly's petition, and the 
anfwer of thofe minifters then made 
me,, as one of the committee,, is the 
anfwer that would now have been 
repeated to me as your agent, if the 
governor had not furnilhed them with 
another, or if they had been formally 
driven toa farther explanation. There 
is a fettled plan of operations, to which 
they feem determined to adhere, let 
Barbadoes, let all the Weft Indies 
fuffer as they may. To this perfe- 
verance I truft the houfe will folely 
impute the want of fuccefs. I have 
the honour to remain, Sir, your mod 
obedient and faithful humble fervant, 
v George Walker. 
Dm&edto the Hon. Sir John Gay Al- 

kynne y Bart* Speaker of the Ajjemhly 

of Barbados. 

While the letter was reading, 
George Sanders, Elqj came i& and 
took- his feat. 
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The agent*s'!ettef 'being W^rjhf ; 
read a iecopd' ; time*, Mr.' Sblidtar 
General rofe and addfelTed hlmfelf 1 
to Mr. Speaker as fdllbws, viz*.* ! ' 

Mr. Speaker, ' : 

If I rightly remember the petlHoi '' 
of this houfe to the King, it feti^ 
forth our fears of ah approaching fa- 
mine, grounded on three cirazmM 
ftances, ift, a fhort quantity of pro> 
viiions in the ifland. 2dly, a failure 
of feafons and our internal refcurces,. 
jdly, that the fupplies from North * 
America were at an end. The agent, " 
in a letter addrefled to you, Sir, lit 
that relation you bear to this houfe, 
acquaints us, that the Governor has 
counteracted our efforts for the fervic© 
of the community, by taking upob 
him to contradict the account of our 
fituation exhibited in the petition, 
and has made war upon it ^if the 
phrafe might be allowed me} in zWo" ' k 
refpefts ; ift, on account of it. bcrvig 
a meafure of the affembly's. x££ty> 
.becaufe the addrefs was not fucn as ' 
appeared to the houfe. I cannot for 
my own part, Sir, well comprehend 1 
the force of the Governor's firftobjec- . 
tion. Surely a meafure for the good 
of this ifland is not the lefs worthy or 
admiffible, becaufe it proceeds from, 
the people orit. ; "*' 

Now in what Ihape or manner can.' fr * 
the people make known their defines 
and requefts to government ' but T 
through their reprefentatives ? : By : 
choice they delegate to us the con- ' 
cerns of their welfare and profperii ; '\ 
ty ; they fpeak, they aft through 'tis, 
and if the meafures we take for com- ; ' 
mon benefit are to be reprobated dti": 
the confideration of their being oust; kCr : 
then indeed are things come tp'*^ 
ftrange and deplorable pafs; and fP*' v 
to this Governor we owe it, to our ' 
country we owe every nerve ani fi- 
ll ew in the courfe of a vigorous and^ 
fteady oppofnion. If the Gover- v 
nor's meaning is,tbat the peopfcroF*^ 

thi* 
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thlf.jUlajld arc of no importance, un- 
feft the proceedings : of their reprefen- 
tatives nave this fiat to them* and 
this houfe is reitrained from applying 
to his Majefty upon any occafion, 
without his licence, expreffed by a 
Concurrence in the meafure j I then 
fay a greater indignity cannot^ be 
ctfrered to you. For under this idea 
the means of redrefs mull always be 
witn-heH, notwithstanding we at 
any time are (as we have been and 
are flill liable to be) abufed, infulted 
and oppreffcd. For can it be 
thought that the crown's deputy 
would join us in complaints againft 
his adminiftrationi And have we 
forgotten already a Lowther, a Sir 
Thomas ftobinfon, and other men, 
who have equally with them debafed 
their high ftatioris ? . The yoke of 
tyranny and the abject marks and 
badges of fervitude are fixed on this 
country, if fuch doctrine can be 
fvvaflowe^ by this houfe. Paffive 
lheafures to language thus communi- 
cated by the Secretary of State to the 
Agent, as a tenet of our Commander - 
in ^ Chief, I conceive, Sir, would be 
fofieriag the axe to be laid to the root 
of ^r]ppw.er, privileges, and impor- 
tance, . When we view fome recent 
tranfactions, and fee a judge dif- 
miffed without caufe from a feat of 
juftice that he had filled with as 
much honour to himfelf, and fervice 
to his country, as could poffibly. be 
the cafe ; when you fee one of your 
oWn;bp<ty ftigmatized in like manner 
for ^r^CWge of his public duty ; 
whet^. yoi. have heard yourfelves 
m$&. for a ;Gmilar jeafon, and 
^fo^r addreffes on interefting 
tieaJted wjth filent contempt, 
it jpf r^ceivjing anfwers; when 
}$£$& Jpntferior officers charged with 
crinWi^^ furaported for a time againft 
p^pp enquiry, and the commands of 
mejL'pf higher .rank, and the firft 
sufcury commiffions brought into 



fitch difcredit and furikfc low, ttat 
men of character will neither hoid 
nor take them ; when you fee the 
fafety of the ifland facrificed to a 
creeping principle of fecuring com- 
mand by mojftill judged compliances; 
and when (to crown all) you fee the} 
reprefentative body of the ifland ar- 
raigned before government of feign- 
ing or forging falihoods, and their 
conference made to depend upon 
the will and pleafure of one man; 
when, I fay, you fee thefe thing* 
plainly before eyes, you furely cannot 
think this a time to fall down and 
worfhip. 

Thefe are the coniiderations that 
occurred to me upon the firft objec- 
tion made by the Governor to oui? 
petition, they muft, I think, occur 
to every man who reads our agent'a 
letter; and it is a mofl ferious call 
upon our deliberation, whether we 
fliall without ftruggle, give up all 
that is dear to us, or precious to the 
people of this country, or fhew a 
fpirit on the occafion that may pre* 
vent the chain from being fattened* 
upon our necks. 

I come now, Sir, to the Gover- 
nor's fecond objection * becaufe the 
diftrefs was not fo great as it ap- 
peared to this houfe ;* that the prof- 
pedl, at the time of our petition, war- 
ranted what we faid, I believe every 
man but the Governor will admit j 
nor indeed was he a ftranger to it; 
for I can appeal to an honourable 
member of our body, whether at the 
time Capt. Payne, was afldng fup- 
plies, he, by the defire of the Gover- 
nor, did not vifit our merchants to 
enquire what flores were on hand ; 
and whether the report made by him 
did not agree with our flating. Nor 
can it be controverted that our 
ground provifions had failed us ; the 
Siftrefles of our inhabitants fmce that 
period, are melancholy teftimonie* 
of this fetjt ; I {peak m the know- 

N n kdge 
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JWge of every member ofthehouiei go irfto a committee of the ,wholp 



that <)^r\accuftt5«hed fupplies of fait 
jp^oviflons arnd' torn were wanting, 
the aft of parliament that put a ftop 
<y> oar trade ' with North America, 
affords : abundant evidence; and fo 
fcnfiole, Sir, was the Governor him- 
fclf of onr hard and melancholy cafe, 
under the r^fpecHve heads or caufes 
of fcarcity, that he at a late fitting 
iranfmrtted' to us copies of letters 
that had pafled between the admiral 
and himieif ; on his part requeuing 
the admiral to grant paffes to veflels 
that would bring us proyifions from 
llie colonies of foreign powers ; and 
containing other overtures that necef- 
fity only could give birth to. ' Little, 
Mr. Speaker, at the time I moved 
for the thanks of this houfe to be 
given him, did I think I moved to 
thank one who had plotted the lo£s 
<£f our credit, and to fix upon us at 
home the charge, the odious charge 
of impoftors ; for impoftors all are 
who feign what they do not feel, who 
fpeak of grievances when there are 
none. 

-Shall We take to ourfelves, Mr. 
Speaker, fuch an appellation or not ? 
If it is the fenfe of the houfe that we 
ought,, I enter moftfolemnly my dif- 
fent in our minutes. I know truth 
was the companion of our petition ; 
I am convinced we ought not to be 
eafy under charges that affedl not our 
Credit only, but were calculated for' 
our definition ; and in fo capital an 
article as exiftence, both natural and' 
political, a blind refpeft to title and 
office fliall never pervert my judg- 
ment ; or the duty, the facred duty I 
owe to my honour, and to my coun- 
try. ' 

Something therefore is neceflary to 
be immediately done, and that our 
confutations may be the iefs reftricted 
t£ forms, mail content myfelf at pre- 
fent with moving, and I do accor- 
dingly move, Mr- Speaker, that we 



houfe, on t'Hc"fif>jgff of thea^enrt 
letter toyou. '"'. A 'y "" , : " t:, " J '- : ' J ; in 

Mr. Solicitor's motion' Being Se- 
conded by Mr. Jones, the houle^e- 
folved themfelves into a committee 
accordingly, Judge Rowe iji the 
chair, ■• / 

Mr. Solicitor got up, -and "after a 
fhort addrefs to the chair, moved the 
committee to come tp tne four fol- 
lowing refolutions, viz. . 

Firft, Refolved, That it is, in the 
opinion of this committee,, the un- 
doubted right of the General' Affem- 
bly at all times and on all occaiions, 
either concurrently with the^pther 
branches of the Iegiflature ofthiif 
ifland, or independently of them, to 
addrefs the throne ; and that who- 
ever gain-fays or goes about to inv? 
peach fuch their undoubted right and 
privilege, is the enemy of this coun- 
try. 

Second, Refolved, That in the opi-< 
riion of this committee, there was 
good and fumcient ground for the late, 
humble petition to his Majefty. 

^ Third, Refolved, That in the o$- 
nion of this conimittee, from the in'^ 
formation of the Hon . GeorgeWalkeV^ 
Efq; the agent of this ifland, in a let- 
ter of his, addrefled to the Hon. Sir 
John Gay Alleyiie, Bart, and fpea&er 
of' this houfe, it manifeftly appears 
that his Excellency, the Hon. EdwiajaP 
Hay, has by application to his Ma- 
jelly's Secretary of State for the co- 
lonies, done what lay in his power tfr 
intercept his Majefty's relief towards? 
his loyal and diftrefled fubje&s of d*8? 
colony. j1 

^ Fourth, Refolved, That in the opi- 
nion of this committee a dutiful pe-] 
tition or memorial mould be trahi- ; 
mitted to hi$ Majefty, in f up port of 
the Affembly's late petition. : * ( 

Mr„ Solicitor's motion beinjr 3eV* 
conded by Mr. Jones, the *quef- 
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tion after a debate, WSS.put fepara;ejy 
on each oJf the resolutions,,. 

^The firft. and fecond. re/olutions 
vere" agreed to »«w- «». 

" The. third and fourtji refolutions 
yere each, of them carried on a. divi- 
sion, by a majority of four voices, 
thcraerabers yptipg on each quefldon 
as follows, viz, * 

Yea 9.— Mr. Eyre Walcqtt, Col. 
Haynes, Mr. Jones, Mr. Lovell, Mr. 
Solicitor, Mr. Thomas Alleyne, Mr. 
William Gibbes Alleyne, Mr. San- 
ders, and Sir Jo^n G*y Alleyne. 

Nay 5. — Mr, Burke, Judge Wal- 
cptt, , Mr. Gittens, CoL Maycock, 
anfl Mr. Chairman, 

Mr. Maycock; in giving his nega- 
tive to the queftion upon the third 
rejqlution, exprefled himfelf to the 
fallowing eiFeft. 

' That as he conceived the lines in 
Mr. Walker's letter of what the Go- 
vernor wrote the Secretary of State, 

* That the meafure was the meafure 
^ of the Aflembly's, and the diilreffes 

* were not fo great as appeared to 
'•the Aflembly/ did not juflify the 
affertion of the refolution, ' that the 

* Governor had done what lay in his 
i power to intercept his Majefty's* 
•relief towards his loyal and dif- 
*,treu*ed fubje&s of this colony,' 
^fe mud therefore give his voice 
agairift that refolution for that reafon, 

Mr. Speaker then refumed the 
chair, and Judge Jtowe reported the 
afprefaid reiolunons of tl>e committee, 
an,d the fame being read were agreed 
tq,, and the houfe accordingly re- 
folved, viz. 

; Firil, That it is. the undoubted 
rfgnt of the General Affembly at all 
thnfesjr an4 on on all occafions, either 
concurrently with the other branches 
of the Fegiftature of this ifland, or in* 
<Jependently of them, to addrefs the 
trjrptf^ ; and that whoever gainfays . 
Or goes about to impeach fuch their 
undoubted right and privilege, is 
{^e enemy of this country, 



. .Second, TJrat the &w*>gw4 M$ 
fufficien.t ground for theJ^^umWf 
petition to his Maj*fty s ,,j ^ /u -»d» 
Third, TJiarfro^^ffafpraiajti^i 
of *he, Hon, George ^fer d i>fi%| 
the .agent .of. this .ifland, . : Jji afejt&fr 
of his; addrefled to the Hon. Sir 
Jafcn Gay Alleyne, Bart, and fpeafce* 
of this houfe, it manifeftly appears 
that his Excellency, the Hon* Edward 
Hay," has by application to ki$ Ma* 
jetty's Secretary of State for the C0r 
lonies, done what lay in his power to 
intercept his Majefty's relief towards 
his loyal and diftreffed fubjects of this 
colony.' 

Fourth, That a dutiful petition or 
memorial mould be tranfmitted to hi£ 
Majefly in fupport of the AiTembly'* 
late petition. 

Mr. Solicitor then agreeable to the 
lafl refolution,' on a motion fecondext 
by Mr. Thomas Alleyne, had leave' 
given him and he accordingly deli-* 
vered in at the table, an humble pe- 
tition and addrefs to his Majefty, in 
fupport of the late petition and ad* 
drefs where the fame by order was 
read. 

After a debate the queftion was 
put, Whether the houfe do agree to 
the faid petition and addrefs? and' 
carried in the affirmative, the meow 
bers voting as follows, viz. 

Yea 9.— Mr. Eyre Walcott, Col, 
Haynes, Mr. Jones, Mr. Lovell, , 
Mr, Solicitor, Mr. Thomas Alleyne,. 
Mr. William Gibbes Alleyne, Mr. 
Sanders, and Mr. Speaker. 

Nay 5.— Mr. Burke, Judge Wal- 
cott, Mr. Gitters, Col, Maycock, 
and Judge Rowe. 

Ordered, That the faid petition- 
and addrefs be £gned by tylr. Speaker 
and tranfmitted to the agent, v to be 
by him laid before his Majefty. 

[Tins far the Barladats Mercurf*] * 

Undw* Sept* 16, The Aflembjy 
of Bajjjadoes, haying tranfmMtted to 
George Walker, Efq; Agent for the 

N n 2 ifland, 
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'"Wand, a fe'eond addrefi f tothe Ring, for Who ilffi'dMy- f lte* r rittftiilttg fear* 
the fame has been laid by Lord .city that has fineefce^n fe^t* $5* ex- 
/George Germaine, Secretary of State ttferae difficulty with whlth oui* nu- 

I for America, before his Majefty, who merous poor white inhabitants at this 



has been gracioufly pleaf d to refer 
it to the Board of Treafury. The 
llddrefs, is as follows : 

To the Kings MoJ! Excellent Majefty. t 
Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
Vfe, your Majefty's moft faithful 
fubjefts, the reprefentatives of this 
your Majefty's ancient and ever loyal 
colony, humbly beg leave again to 
throw ourfelvea at your royal feet, 
deeply imprefTed with the fenfe of 
yourMajefty f 9 moft gracious anfwer 
$0 our late addrefs, that f your Ma- 

* jefty would be glad to do any thing 
' in your power for the advantage of 

* your good fubjedb of Barbadoes •■' 
yet in ah equal degree mortified with 
the unjuft and cruel attempt of your 
governor, to fruftrate fuch favourable 
f mentions towards us in your Majefty, 
by reprefenting, that * the meafure 

* was a meafure of the AfTembly ; 
c and the diftrefs was not fo great aa 

* it appeared to t}ie AfTembly/ But, 
God forbid ! that your Majefty fhould 
be influenced by any reprefentation 
of the condition of your people, con- 
trary to that which has been humbly 
offered by the chofen guardians of 
their moft valuable interefts, who 
muft fed immediately with them, no 
lefs than for them, in every critical 
Cbnjunfture, and who are on every 
account the beft qualified to tranfmit 
the real ftate of their grievances to 
the royal ear ; and as a further title 
to vour Mfjefty's attention in the 
prefent inftance, in preference to any 
other claim to it from an oppofite 
report, we can appeal, as to the 
cleareft evidence, to the melancholy 
event of things, which juftifies cur 

-t^neJy application to your Majefty j 



time ftipport'themfelves and families j 
and withal the 'great diftrefs of many 
of the proprietors of plantations, 
more efpecially in thofe /parts of the 
ifland that have* always depended 
upon the grain of North-America 
for their fubfiflehce, to keep their 
flayes from perilling for want of the 
accuftomed food I Nay, as a fttrthei 
juftification ftiil 1 of the Affembly*s 
early app'rehenfions on fo interesting 
a point, w& can appeal eveh to our 
governor himfelf, whether hia Excel, 
lency himfelf was not made fenfible 
ef the fcarcity of all kjndi of pro, 
vifions amongft as, that followed in 
no long time after our addtfef*? And 
was not then pleafed in one aufpicious 
moment of his humanity and fympa- 
thetic tendemefs, to apply by lettec 
to the commander of your Majefty^ 
fhips on this ftation for our relief! 
Which was in granting pahports to 
veflels coming up to this ifland with 
any North-American produce, that 
fhould be found amongft the foreign 
^eeward Iflands, for our fupport, in 
order to fecure thofe vefFels and their 
cargoes from f he confifcation to which 
they were liable by the late prohibi- 
tory aft. Moft unhappily, however, 
this defign has proved abortive, even, 
with the admiral's concurrent good, 
difpofnions to aflift us. He indeed 
cbnfented. to the requeft, but fearing 
an abufe of the indulgence- h* the 
hands of private adventurers, he re- 
commended an affociation of thfe in- 
habitants to be formed, for die pur* 
pofe of carrying on this trade, and 
commiflionjng vefTels, which, under 
the fanftion of fuch commiffions, 
fhould receive the licences that were 
required. But the eftabliihmeat of 



fuel* 
*' Set; the £rft addrefs is $ age 16, of this volume. 
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AftWian sJlWaffl4f«»npa^, to; en- 
;-. g/kgo in : that jttafjic with fuccefs, de~ 
...- snandfcl a- capital* an immediate de T 
; ppfrt of fpiae thouiand, pounds;, and 
fuck was the leduoed ftate of cur 
finances* after a ieriesof unprofperous 
.. jrcan from- the calamities of our foil, 
and now burthened with an unufual 
load of expences for the fopport of 
o#r white 4nd black families, as well 
as for other article* neceffary to the 
works of our plantations, and the 
packages of our principal manufac- 
ture ; on the other hand fuifering a 
reduction in the price of one valuable 
part of that manufacture* cur rum* 
Jarfee quantities of it remaining un- 
fold, tby oar being cat off from our 
former chief market for this commu- 
dity ; under fuch accumulated difad- 
vantages,, and many of us too loaded 
with defets, befides the calls for our 
government and parochial taxes, we 
<ouJd not fpare a fund fufficient even 
' for fuch a falutary fcheme. From 
hence then, your Majefty's unfortu- 
nate fubjecls are ftill left to the un- 
certain fcanty fupplies that have been 
for fame time paft imported into the 
, ifland ;and as the prices of thefey 
e/pecially in the eiTential article of 
food for our Haven, ftill keep xifing 
upon us, we are alfo left with little or 
no hope of any more plentiful je- 
fourte, bat on the contrary have every 
caufe to fear a moil intolerable fear- 
city. 

Under thefe.afflicYtngcircumuances 
then, -too awful in their nature for 
Hs to diffemble with ; fox us, indeed, 
cm whom your Majeity has conferred 
the honour, of that endearing appel- 
lation, ©f good fubjedls ; an honour, 
. . which as "we have had the happinefs. 
to attain, fo (hall it be, our liigheit 
., ambition to preferve : we look up*, 
^eyeri upon* the ground of .this* moft 
gracious condefcenfion,:with' a re- 
pewed confidence to your Majefty, for 
Jfomc fpeedy and effccWl interpo* 
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fition b out fivonr, hum W beftech- ! 
rag your Majefty, the father of your * 

people, to avert thefc . evils which 
hang over us ; and which, in their 
lcaft formidable appearance, threaten 
us wuh the ruin of our private for* 
tunes ; bat when reflected, upon, • 
through all their liomblc and not 
unnatural cmifequences, denounce no 
left than thedeftruftion of our colony: 
By order of the fcoufe, 
John G \y AtLEr**i t fpeaker. 
Ifaf* <f4tftmbty> July Qt& t 1776, 
The addrefs was inctofcd in a letter, 

of which the following is a copy* 

7* George Walker* Eff&n t frgm for - 

the IJland ef B&rbadaeu 

Bat "UWj Juty 151&3 If7& 
■ -. Sir, ". . <u ■;. » f ■ >± r 

Your letter of the 15th of May, 
directed to me as fpeakerof the af~ 
fembry, came very fortunately inw 
my hands fome little time before th* 
laft meeting of the houfe, whjch waa 
on the 9th inftarat, and which waa 
iuppofed to be the laft and only meet- 
ing of the aflembly before the axpira*- 
tion of that body. I laid the letter 
accordingly before the houfe, for their 
immediate conftderarion : and under 
this cover, I have the honour of 
tranfraitting to you the refuh, in ano- 
ther addrefs to the King, which I 
am commanded by the aflembly to 
defire you will lay. before his Majefty, 
in the fame official mode as thje. for* 
mer ; but which we flatter ourfelvea 
will be more fuccefsful in its impref- 
£on upon the royal mind ; fince the 
dilirefsof our country from the dwad- 
fulfcarcity anddearnefs tn the price of . 
proviuons at the prefent juncture is 
fuch, that we imagine even pur go- 
vernor will noa be hardy enough tw 
difpute thejuftne&'of our cornplaints 
at this time, how infenfible foever his 
Excellency has difcovered himfolf t* 
have been of ou* wants ami -appre- 
henfions a few months ago. I have 
the honour to be, Sir, with the great-.. 

eft 
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&*1£hi?y<mrtiM ob^ent*»hfti 
MfmSfeiervant, 

v* J,t JoHtf Gay Alikvne, Speaker, 
i'-T-he addrefs to his Majefty was ac- 
€&ft$anfe& with the following me- 
atoolw, -to the Secretary of State; 
Wit* Right /&». herd George Sdeii 
n**tfb Crermnint, cntcf his Mafeftfs 

ifrikeifml Secretaries of State. 
The memorial of Geo. Walker, Efqj 
^gent of the Ifland of Barbadoes. 
-•' 'Shewetb, 

That your memoriaKft, having re- 
feived from Sir John Gay Alleyne, 
$eak;er of the affemblyof Barbadoes, 
sm addrefs from that honfe to the 
Xing, with orders to lay the fame 
Wort hk Mitjefty, hath the honour 
tt* deliver it into your Lordihip'a hands 
for, that purpofe. ' 

That your memorialift befeeches 
yen* Lordfhip's good offices towards 
•btaiaingr the royal favour to the 
difbefled inhabitants of the faid ifland ; 
and begs leave to make the following 
observations, in fupport of the con- 
taftUof the addrefs. 
- That the words dear and cheap 
besttg relative E terms, and the degree 
of once for a commodity being only 
to be meafured by comparifpn, your 
memorialisl hath fubjoined a lift of 
fimdiy articles of fubfiflence and of 
prodoAs, with their current prices in 
the cdIobv, in the years 1774, 1775, 
and 1^76 j by which it appears that 
the prkfe of food fort the white peo* 
plfijtfcis year is f ifien to fifty and an 
Jtun&ed per -cent* more than in the 
twfejpyrcxediag yearr; that the food 
for the negroes in herrings and ialt- 
fiffe, hatk increased ia the ume pro-: 
fortioo ; and that com, their chief 
iqppoft, the ftaff of life, hath been 
uniformly dearer by four hundred' 
per eent^ At the feat* time, fugar 
isiaikftat ami* &om twenty-five to 
*»WtKSr cenl, a*dimm above thirty* 

Thajt this, fall in thd vahie o£ the* 
p*odpce, and the rife in the price pf 



ftbtfftence, wflf a&ouW3orl*fce^ 

lowing fafts, wnieR'the^diker ih^J 

. tions toyourmemorialifti ^tFttH^i;' 

* the poor white; people ifow -are^oa 

* the pomtofpern^in^mmoftr parts 6F 

* the ifland; that thofe in the neighi' 

* bourhood of the coahV cattte down 
c to it in fmall flocks; to gather the 

* moft wretched of all the fruits of 

* the earth to eat for their fnbfif- 

* tente ; and when the ripe ones 

* were all gathered, they then took: 

* the grown ones to boil, and thereby 

* fbften them as food to keep thenf 

* hves and fouls together; andwitnT 
"regard to the negroes, many gang* 

* had no allowance, and fo - uow Jfcft* 

* to plunder for their 'fupport, at 

* ftarve. In confequence of which, 
r the cattle had been ftden off the 

* pens and killed; the plantaiae 

* walks and corn fields, the few 

* that had been happy enough to 

* produce an early crop from partial 

* fhowers, were robbed likewife ; and 

* the bloodftied thatjmd followed the 

* rapine in fome late inftances, open- 

* ed a difmal prelude to the tragedy 1 

* that was preparing :" — he adds, 
** For God's fake, roy friend, con/i- 

* der our condition, folely with a 
' view to our prefer*vaihm\ for unlefs- 
*" the government will fall upon fome 

* regular mode for our fupply, we 
€ fhall be ftarved in goodearneuV 

That in confequence of thefe dif* 
treffes, many of the poor people from 
abiblute want; andi other perfdn» ;i 
from the incumbraiicei of debts, ya" 
fituation unhappily, too freoUeJit^ 
will indefpair, runaway with their^ 
negroes, perhaps . with the negroe* opn 
others, to the French Jflan<f of St^^ 
Lucia, to which they may go in^opett** 
boats ; and where they will be ntad$* 
welcome. . j.^ 

•That in the laft war, Batfcadot*^ 
raifed in four, weeks u battalion ib^o 
five hundred men, landing 4n thelf > v 
ranks, all volunteers, to aiiftin the.' 
reduction of Martinico : a degree o£ 
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uJef ul population r which the prefent ca- addrefs, 
1 ara i ties j it" not rem ove d, w i i I cer tai n ] y 
dcllroy, and transfer to a rival nation. 

That a farther evil hath befallen 
us, of which the ailenibly at this time, 
wcpj not aware 9 two of our fhips 
laden principally with fugar, and 
partly with rum, one of them having 
left tiie Ulund the 1 5 th of J une, and 
the other the 24th. are neither of 
them an Wed, and therefore fuppofed 
tp be loft. The lofe to us planters, 
amungil whom 1 your n»emorialiit 
bears a confiderable part, is about 
twenty thousand pounds 9 and that 
tb the Commodore and revenue of the 
kingdom, is at leaft, feven thoufand 
pounds more. 

That from the foregoing circum- 
fiances, and thefe mentioned m the 



your mernonalift humbly 
conceives, that a relief in any degretf 
proportionate to the diflxe{s, moft, 
by force, be partly gratuitous, as in 
the cafe of Lifbon after the earth- 
quake ; and partly upon the credit 
of zfttturt exchange of rum and iugar 
m payment of a prefent fupply of com 
and provifiom, the articles to be*itf- 
mated reciprocally at the old prices. ' 
That the plan of obtaining %i- 
pliea from the foreign fugar colonies, 
as taken notice of in the addrefs, 
ivuuld probably have fucceeded iik 
fome degree, if it had been extended 
to individuals, intfead of beiog con- 
fined to a company j and humbly fub- 
mits it, whether fome fuch enlarged 
fyftem may not become abfolutcly ae- 
ceffary to be eftabliiTied, 



A ftate of the prwifions, and the value of fugar and rum in th* jtari \fp^r 
_ ./:.. .. .. . 1775,^1776. ■ . • 

In 1774 and 1775. , ■ , In 1776* n. 

<WFlour,from 15s to 25spercent, Bad Flour, from 30s to 3 7 * 6d percent* 
Ship-Corn [Maize] 2s 6d to 3s odperbufhel. _-— losto ip per tm&fij. 
Salt-fifla ■ 1 2s 6d. to 25s per quintal. — — 

Beef 60s to 70s per barrel. 

Pork — 70a to 1 00s per barrel. , , — « 
Herrings—- 25s tp 3^ 6d per ditto* ~ — 

Gutter , v8d. to tod per pound 

MufcovajJo Sugars 30s to 35s per cent. 
Cparfe clayed . 35s to 47s 6d per cent. 
Proof Rum 2s per gallon. 



30$ to 40s per quintal** 

— — 90s .to 1 jos per jjarfeU 

■ ioos tp 150s per dittos 

■ . ■ 45s t<>5 5s per di^to. % 
~— is 3d.toi«ipdipeTib>T 
18s od toa^sper cenjc* 

1 'i 273 6& to 35s per cent*, 



is 3d per gallon 
Signed George WAiitfa, AgeaU; 
Ca*vendijb-$quarj, Monday, %tb September, .1776. . : Lns 

$/. Finemt's, Jug. 1. The Shark he would not iuffar any Englilh mfln J 



man of war, Capt. Bennett, on her 

way from Antigua to this ifland, 
opppfite the ifland of Martinico, fell 
inwith a North American privateer, • 
mounting 18 ten pounders. The 
a&ion lafted near two hours, when 
the latter was obliged to ftieer off; 
aqd-the former purmed till (he re- 
ceived two twenty-four pound fhot 
from the fort:-at Martinicoi which 
obliged her to deuft ; and the captain 
went pn (here, ta make. his complaint 
to. the French governor, who declared 



of war to come within reach of hfcf - 
cannon after the Americans ; that" if 1 
they were pirates he would notcdun* 5 
tenance them, bat by no means lodl^ r 
ing on them in that light ; they claim^ 
ed his protection while they fe^i 
mained at Martinico 5 when thcy^tit 1 
to tea it was their own affair. 

Captain Bennet learned at Mar^ 
tinicO) that this fame American veflfeF' 
had taken two EngUfe ihips home-- 
ward bound, and that they had ; jjr 
priibners 4Mt* board 1; but* the captains 

nofr> 
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nor nicies t>f thf VtfflM* he could not v troubles, wlfl not be famifel at tlie* 



hear; the colours which the Amen 
can fhewed were a field white and yel- 
low, wiA 1 3 ftripes. 

J letter from Spa, dated Jug. tx. 

The French iflands in the Weft- 
Indies have font to their court a me- 
morial, complaining of die diibefles 
they labour under on account of the 
interruption of the North- American 
trade. I know not what anfwer has 
been gjven, but they are certainly 
very btxfy in all their ports ; and I have 
fien a lift of thirty mips of the line, 
Which will be ready for the fea by 
Chriftmas. *— The North- Americans 
have a very advantageous commerce 
With France. - 
* A Utter from the Hague, Sep. 17. ^ 

Sir Jofeph Yorke has made appli- 
cation to the. States of Holland to 
forbid* the Americans entering any of 
their pcrts in the Weft-Indies, and 
aJfo the carrying "on any trade what- 
soever with them. The anfwer given 
to Sir Jofeph is faid to be this, that 
Holland only confidered itfelf as a 
commercial country, and that any 
check to its trade mud be feverely 
felt by its inhabitants; that the 
Weft-Indies received great part of 
their fupport from the Continent of 
America, which it would be Very ill 
policy in them to put a flop to, and 
indeed would be almoft impoffible, as 
hardly any commands would tie a peo- 
ple down when they were in want of 
provifions ; and that Sir Jofeph 
might afiure his court, that they had 
hitherto, and would toll continue to 
prevent any military ilores being 
faroiflied to the Americans from any 
part of the dominions belonging to 
the ftates. — Their prefent trade with 
the Americans is exceedingly bener 
ficial to them. 
Idccount of a former infuk at Bojton. 

Whoever reflects upon the extreme 
iM-treatment the Americans received 
the beginning of the prefent 



hatred and deteftstkm in which we*~ 
are now held by that whole people. * - 
Among other things, whicn one 
would think could not have 'railed' 
gaining fome attention from mimftry, 
as it {hews what pains and indufby' 
have been ufed to light up the civil 
war in America, I find the following* 
complaint decently made by the ft- 
h€t men of the town of Bbfton, firft* 
to die mfigiftracy, afterwards to Ge- 
neral Gage, and finally to die mi- 
nifby, which procured them nO other 
fatisfaftion, than that of fceing the 
officer complained of, promoted by 
the then minifter of the American 
department, Lord Hillfborough. 



at 



To the vmrjhipful Richard Da** and 
John Ruddock, Efqrs. two of his 
Majtftf s jufiias of the peau firth*, 
jcoumty of Suffolk, and of the quorum,. 
Majachujett's-Baj. 

The fubferibers, felrclmen of the' 
town of Bofton, complain of John' 
Wilfon, Efq. a captain of his ma-' 
jefty's 59th regiment of foot, a -de- 
tachment whereof is no* quartered in 
-the faid town of Boftofl under his 
command, that the feid John, with 
others unknown, on the everting of 1 
the 28th day of OAobcr inftant, did, 
in the fight and hearmgof divers per- 
fons, utter many abufive and threaten- 
ing expreffions of, and againft the in- 
habitants of the faicLtown ; and in a 
dangerous and confpirative maimer 
did entice, and endeavour to fpirtt' 
up, by a promife of the reward of 
freedom , certain negroe flaves in 
Bofton aforefaid, the property oJ 
feveral of the town inhabitants, *o> 
cut their matters throats, and to beat, 
infult, and otherwife ill-treat their' 
faid iriafters, averting, that now the 
foldiers were come, the negroes fba& 
be free, and the liberty boys flaves, 
, to the great terror and danger of the 
peaceable inhabitants, of the iaid 

towa 
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ttwrti^fege:i^e» -©F his inajefty, Romjsfrw PKkit$**h Pritu^i, 



owlord the kingn and- tfce general dif- 
fcttbaace *>f th*^pi»C£ and fafsty of 
the &id town : wherefore you/ com- 
pJanantSvfoUcitQusipr the peace and 
wpdfiae of the iaid town, a« well their 
own as indiTidaaltih^mblyreqjwflyour 
woHhip>s confideration of the pre- 
mifes, and that pfoceft jpay iflue 
againft the faid John, that he may be 
deak with Herein according to law. 
Joshua Hinshaw, Joseph Jack^ 
-s«n, John Hancock^ John 
.IIowe, Samuel Pemssston, 

-HeNDERSOiN INCHES." 

v The much injured Amerkaas find* 
ing -no redreft was to be obtained, 
.jnadeonly the following obfervation: 
" what muft the people of England 
think of our conferva tors of the peace, 
or rather what would the prefent mi- 
liiftry have thought and: done, had 
the inhabitants of this town flood 
chargeable, upon the oaths of credi- 
ble witnefles, with the crime of 
having folicited the foldiers, now 
quartered upon us, and, as is appre- 
hended, contrary to an att of par- 
liament, and the Bill of Rights, to 
cut their officers throats, and defert 
the ferviee, with promifes, of rewards 
ftr fo doing?" 



AVw Tori, New London? B°ft™*, 
For if mouth, fcfc. to Norridgwod. 

From Philadelphia JTo .|New-Xondojvi8jz4>$ j 
to Frankfort 5 tal. Stoningon 1 5 260 



Shamraenj Ferry 12 

Briflol 

Trenton 

Maidenhead 

Princetown 

Kingflon 

Brunfwick 

Wood bridge 

Elizabeth Town 10 

EH*. Town Point 2 

Siaten T IflandFerry7 



17 Pemberton 



Jo 
30 



Darby 

Frencntown 
36ProTirfence- 

42 
*5 

57 



New-York 

King; Abridge 

EaftChefter 

Newrochslle 

Rye 

Horfeneck 

Stanford 

Ncrwalk 

Fairfield 

Srratfqrd 

Milford 

New-Haven 

Branford 

Guilford 

-KilKngfworth 

Say brook 



Woodcock's 
Billend's 
White's 
69:Dedham 
79JBofton ■ 
SrLya 
Salem 
Ipfwioh 
Newberry 
Hampton 
Portsmouth 
York 
We^ls 
Kennebunk 
Biddeford 



88 
97 
"3 
no 
T23 
127 

134 
141 

J 5i 



10 270 

3*73 
24297 

20(317 

1S|J3» 

io] 34 z 

7] 34* 

6355 

9 374 ' 

11,407' 
13 W 



45*,. 
45^ 



6,45 S 



63 Scarborough 



171 Falmouth 
4 175 Yarmouth 
10 185 Brunfwick 
10 195 Richmond 
12 207 Taconic Falls 33 
10 ai/Norridgwock 31 
10J227 j 



47* 
479 
49* 

503 

5'7 

SIS 
c66 

597 



Roads from Reading to Eafton. 



To Par vt n't 
D. Levan's 
County Line 

Traxlcr's 



6 

12 

4 
4 



6[Cedar-creek w 
ifcJWBofDelawares 

5 
xo 



22 Bethlehem 

,26 Eafton 



«f 3* 

40 
5» 



A*lvbh of the weight and valu* j>f fundry corns ci tbty note paft in Great-Britain, Pennfy hernia f 
,A?£W J*rf<y, Maryland^ New-Yprk, Mafl'acbufets old tenor and lawful money, South-Car oil ta, 
end Georgia, 



Species. 



Iflgiiffi Guineas 
French ditto 
Englifti Crown 
EngliOi Shilling 
S^aniA Dollar 
.S^pence 
Ju^anxies 
Hairjohannes 
FreBch milled pif- 
• tolei 

SpapUh ditto 
Dpubl<>«n 
French.Crown 
Piftble -Piece 



Stand. 

Wght. 

d%y. gr* 
5 6 
5 5 
7 6 
o o 
o o 
o o 
o 
o 

4 
6 
8 
6 
8 



Sterl. 
Mon of 
G.Brit. 

/. 

; 

i 

o 
o 
o 



,. d. 

I 



1 o 

5 ° 

X 

4, 6^ 
o 
12 

16 
16 
16 

6 

5 
16 



Pen nf. 
M.Jerf. 
Maryl. 

*. d. 

'5 

13 
7 



° 7 



Kew 
York, 

A j. d, 

16 c 
8 9 
1 6 
S 

o 9 
8 o 

4 ° 

5 o 



701 
8 < 5 

7 «: 

7 0J1 



MafTach, 
OldTen. 

/. *. ^. 

io 10 o 

Ditto 

2 tO O 
O 20 O 
250 



.9 o 
16 

8 6 ( 

8 



Lawful 

Money. 

/. ». d. 
i 8 o 
Ditto 
o 6 

J 4 
6 o 



o 

o c 



8 8 c 

Ditto 

2 10 
S 8 



Weight and Rate 
which reed in 
Carolina and 



16 
8 



Ditto 
4. 8 



4 

6 817 
2 o* 4 



dw- 

Ditto 
1 6 
o o 

7 1% 
o o 

8 o 

9 o 
4 * 

8 



. A 

7 

1 
o 
1 

o 

26 

'3 
6 

6 

o 24 
6 



d. 
7 o 

15 o 



Georgia/ 



12 6 

3 6|o 
o 0J4 
a o 



/. s. 

1* 3 
Ditto 

o 5 
o 1 

o 5 



o o 

15 



6 6 o 0*0 id- 



d. 
.0 

o 

o 
o 
6 

o 

o 



o 18 

12 

5 



*^/f, Moft forts of Spviifh filver are fold in London by the otfnce, and often varies, opts feW 
d*m or ever exceeds 5s. 50!.-— In P^nnfylvania, ir fells for 8s, 6d. per ounce,— In Borton and 
Connecticut pieces of eight pal's for 6s. and gold by w*ighu 
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A letter from Canada, fays, that rica.-*-The 
thf agreement *nade between Ge- 
neral <" Arnold and captain Fofter, 
(fee page 205) for an exchange of 
prifoners, the Gongrefs have refufed 
toconfirm; and that they (the Gon- 
grefs) have drawn up fome refolutions, 
which the King's officers in - Canada, 
fay* are not founded in truth* That 
they have fent copies of thefe refo- 
lutions to ; the Generals Burgoyne, 
Carleton, and Howe. That Gene- 
ral Carleton has iflued orders, that 
the "army are not to receive any flag of 
truce, nor any perfon acting under it ; 
nor to hold any- communication what- 
ever with the Provincials ; as they 
had refufed to fulfil - the agreement 
made between Captain Fofter and Mr. 
Arnold, for the exchange of prifoners. 

New-Haven, June 12. 

Enirafi of a letter from General Arnold, 

dated Montreal, May 28. 

* I have only a minute to acquaint 
you I am well, though much fatigued, 
having this morning returned from an 
expedition .fifteen leagues above this, 
at a 'place called St. Ann's, whete 
we have lately had near five hundred of 
our men made prifoners, by a number 
of regulars and favages ; you will fee 
a particular account foon of the 
agreement I have made with them for 
exchange of prifoners. J never was 
more mortified in not having it in my 
power to revenge the cruel and perfi- 
dious treatment of our enemies : hu- 
manity forbids the ftep ; and though 
I had a fufficient foice, my hands 
were tied.' 

[The account of the affair at the Cedars, 

to which this letter relates, is given 

at length in page 205.] 

% Plymouth, July 23. This day 

. Commodore Fielding, with the la'ft 

. o£ the Heffians, Wakieckers, &c. 

* Burgoyne's light horie, Horfes for 

the artillery, &Cj &c. failed for Ame- 



Repulfe with the re-" 
maindejr (1500) ^oi the,f<prmer divj* 
fion of the Heffians {ailed fjw lAmev 
rica on the 25th of May. 

In the laft volume of this worJj: page 
346, mention is made of a veflel hop- 
ing fent after Sir Peter Parker and 
Earl Cornwallis, when they failed for 
America, changing their deftination 
from the Southern to the Northern 
Provinces. This vefiel not meeting 
with the fleet at fea, went to General 
Howe at Boflon. The orders were 
put on board the Glafgow ; but this 
fhip meeting with Commodore Hop- 
kins, the difpatches were thrown 
overboard during the engagement* 

The following is a Jlate of General 
Howe's Force when joined at Aisw- 
York, *vi%+ 

Six Thoufand effective, he took 
from Halifax. 5600 fighting f men 
of the Heffians, 1000 guards. Sup- 
pofe Old Murray's to be 900 effec- 
ive, and Frafer's two battalions (com- 
manded by Erfkine and Campbell) 
to be 1900 effective, there were 750 
taken ; therefore there are, 2000 
Highlanders. 3000 General Clinton 
will bring. 

Though fome of General Clinton's 
troops are unhealthy, and not fit for 
fervice ; there are 'befides, light 
horfe, artillery, and about 1200 ma- 
rines. To thefe are to be added, 
the troops, which from different parts 
of America, have been ordered to 
join General Howe, viz. the 14th 
regiment from St. AuguMne, the 16th 
from Penfacola, the 6th from St. 
Vincent's (the 48th was at St. Vin- 
cent's ; but the privates were ordered 
to be placed in the 6th, and the offi- 
cers to come home). There were two 
regiments at Jamaica intended for 
him ; but he got only one, the 50th. 
The council of the ifland inter- 
pofed, and would fuffer no more 

to 
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^to go f. Thefe troops'are to be re- 
placed by the fotar battalions of Royal 
Americans, conilftiftg of'677 men* 

Lord Buhmore is alfo gone to New 
York, with his forte, whatever it' is. 
On the whole, General Howe's army 
cannot be lefs than 24,000 men. 

When this force Is all joined, there 
will alfo be, two fhips of 64 guns, 
four of 50, two of 44, three of 32, 
twenty of 28 and 20, befides (loops, 
bombs, armed veflels, tenders, &c. 
*The following nvas thought to he a 
fretty accurate ftate of the Provin- 
cial forces in May laft* 
In Canada, 9000 continental troops; 
commanded by Major General Sul - 
livan, and Brigadiers Arnold and- 
Wcedkle. The Generals Schuyler and 
Woofter are at Albany, with a body 
' of militia, number not exactly known. 
At New-York, 12000 Continental, 
troops liooo militia, and the Jerfey 
brigade confiding of 3300, command- 



* ) - , :■ , , 

cd by General Wa{hiflgtdn,Major G<v 
nerals Putnam, and Gates, andBriga-*- 
diers Heath, Green, Lofrd-Stfcrling,' 
Waterbury, and Mercer. 

In Jerfey and Pennfyjvania, l a fly- 
ing camp of 10,000' men/ corn^ 
manded by Brigadiers Mifflin, Deau. 
and Johnfon. 

In Virginia, 8000 contin ental 
ttoops. • In North Carolina 4000, 
ditto. South Carolina tooo ditto. 
Commanded by Major General Lee 5 , 
Brigadiers Armftrong, Howe, Moore, 
and Lewis. 

At ■ Bofton, 2000 Continehtal 
troops, commanded by Major Gen. 
Ward, and Brigadier Gen. Spencer. 

By this account there were 36,000 
Continental troops, and 24,300 
militia, ready for, and in. the field ; 
but there are zo,ooo more of the 
militia, the fixations of which are not 
exactly known. In all above 80,000 



Expence of the American Continental Army. 
Staff. • 



£a». in Chief General Wafhington, (fortahle) 
4 Aids de Camp, 4s. 6d. each. 
1 Adjutant-General. 
1 Qnarter-Mafter-GeneraJ. 
1 AiTiftant Quarter-Maftcr-General, 
1 Pay-Mafter-General. 
6 Majors Brigade, 4s. 6d. 

Secretary to Commander in Chief 

Directors of Hofpitals. 



per Diem. 
\\ s. d. 



o 

18 
18 

12 

4 

13 

7 

9 

18 



o 
Q 



6 
6 



Carried over 806 

jv 

„+ Upon this regiment being fent, which was about 200 men, the Governor, Sir Bafil Keith, 
ordered the companies of the other regiment to come from, the diftant parts of the ifland to the 
capital. They were not wanted at the capital j but the Governors defign was to give dignity 
to his place of rcfidence. This has been done in former timer, when there were troops fufficient 
in (he otftfr parts of the' ifland. Asfoonasthe negroes f*w the'treo?s were marched to the 
tffpttal, they immediately formed a fcheme of revolting; which Was to "have been put into exe- 
cution on the>5*h of Juoe in Hanover county ; but the fcheme being fortunately difcoverei, 
a council wassailed. It was debated whether the regiment fliould go ? It was at leng'h re- 
^blvedj that'they fliould, acco:ding to order; and that the i Hand muft be put under martial 
Jaw, 

Qo% ^.Surgeons^ 
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fir Diem, 
JJroBght orer ? 9 9 

4 Surgeons, 6s. I 4 
I Apothecary 6 

i Mates, and i Clerk, 39. 9 

1 Commiflary-Genefal. 12 

% Major-Generals undet Commander ia 

Chief, 24$. 9d. 296 
4 Aid de Camps, 4s. 6d. 18 

6 Brigadier-Generals, 1 $s. yd* y it $ 
1 Engineer 9 

4 Sob-Engineers, 4s. 6d. 18 

4 Major- Generals, commanding icparatc 

Armies, 49s. 6d .9 18 

8 Aid de Camps, 4s. 6d. 1 • 16 

8 Majors Brigade, 49. 6(1. I . 16 x 

'4 Secretaries, 4s. 90V 19 

4 Deputy Adjutant Generals, 9s, 4dJ 1 17 *<i * 

4 Deputy Quarter-Mafter-Generale, 6s* 1 4 

4 Deputy CommifTary- Generals, 6s, 1 4 

8 Sub-Engineers, 4s. 6d. 1 16 

<p Brigadier-Generals, 18s. 9d. • 8 8 <> 

- — — *> pi 9 

60 Regiments. 

60 Colonels, 13s. 6d. 40 !• 

60 Lieutenant-Colonels, 93, 27 

60 Majors, 6s. ' 18 

540 Captains, 4s. 6d» 121 }£ 

1080 Lieutenants, 3s. 162 

540 Enfigns, 2s. x 54 

2160 Serjeants, is. 3d 135 

2160 Corporals, is. id. 117 

540 Drums, is. id. and 540 Fifes, is. id. 58 J6 

30600 Privates, is. ' 1530 

(Chaplains, Surgeons, and Surgeon's * 

Mates, not included) .'4263 10 



Flying Camp, 



*3 'j ? $ 



14 Colonels, 13s. 6d, " 9 

14 Lieutenant-Colonels, 9s, 6 

14 Majors, 6s . 4 4 

128 Captains, 4s. 6d. 28 16 

j*$6 Lieutenants, 3s. 38 8 " ■ -87 3 ■ _, 9 

• ■■ ■ ■ H II til »■***— »•*— *^— B 

Carried over, 2400 1 r : ^ 

*a8 Biu 

t Jjjcluding ThomffoD, who is prifener} 
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Proust pver f 



1 28 Enfigns, 2s. 
512 Serjeants, is.jd. 
512 Corporals, is, id. 
256 Drums and Fifes, is. id, 
#692 Privates, is. 



Jersey Bkigap?, 
5 Colonels, 13s 6d. 
5 Lieutenant-Colonels, 3s. 
5 Majors, 6s. 
42 Captains, 4s. 6d, 
84 lieutenants, 3s, 
42 Enfigns, 23. 
168 Serjeants, is. 3d. 
168 Corporals, is. id. 
84 Drums and Fifes, is f id, 
P856 Privates, js ? 



Militia, (in pay) 
44 Colonels, 13s. 6d. 
44 Lieutenant-Colonels, 9s. 
44 Majors, 6s. 
400 Captains, 4s. 6d. 
800 Lieutenants, 3s. 
400 Enfigns, 2s 
1600 Serjeants, is. 3d. 
1600 Corporals, is. id. 
800 Drums and Fifes, is. id, 
37000 Privates, is. 



Daily AUowance.of Provisions* 

1 lb. freih-beef, or lib. falt-fifti ; ^ lb. 

- .pork, xir 20 cz. falt-beef; 1 lb. bread 

KJ Rour, 1 pint milk, 1 quart cyder or ipruce 

beer, per diem each. — 3 lb. candles, 8 lb. 

hard foap, per <week for ioo men, — 3 pints 

peafe, 1 pint Indian meal, 6 02. butter, 

ttrman a week. This is abou$ lod. flerling 

ration per day. 

Rations, on an average 3 per day, for 
^ general andother officers, 4898 at 2s. 6d. 
Non-commuTioned officers, and privates, 
$0248, at lod. 



per Diem* 
16 ■ 



12 

. 2 7 

13 

434 



^612 
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7 

12 
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9 




*2 


12 




4 


4 




10 


*o 




9 


2 




4 


11 




142 


16 




29 


l i 




19 


16 




13 


4 




90 






120 






40 






IOO 






86 


13 


4 


43 


6 


8 


1350 







3343 13 



3400 jt ff 



520 to 8 



■zoo $ g 



1892 14 

5OI4 J 2 



Q 

4 



Carried over* 



3955 l8 4 

8970 10 4 
C loathing 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



•> ( 284 V • ' 

Brought over. 
,; ' CSoitMng for Cbntlnental army, Flying 
camp, artd Jerfey Brigade, 49248, . 



$5*70' io'' 'j$ 

4^0 ' B ' ' 
9380 18 4 



* Daily expences; 

Nothing of the- Navy contingencies, or army 

extraordinaries, arei'ncludeci* 

Thefe accounts of the American armies were taken about the latter end of 

May 1776. But when the Congrefs wre informed, that foreigners had been 

fared, and that General Howe intended coming to New-York (from Halifax) 

they ordered the number of the Continental troops to be encreafed, to 

Seventy-thousand. At the fame time, returns of the Minute-Men 

were made, and they were 140,000. 



Wtlliamfiurghy July 5, 1776. 
*The following are the appointments under 

the new plan of government, 
Patrick Henry, jun. Eftj; Governor, 
John Page, Dudley Digges, John 
Tayloe, Johri'Blair, Benjamin Harri- 
ibn of Berkley, Bartholomew Dan- 
dridgc, Charles Carter of Shirley, 
and Benjamin Harrifon of Brandon, 
counfellors offtate. — Thomas Whit- 
ing* J onn Hutching*, Champion 
Travis, Thomas Newton, jun. and 
George Webb, Efqrs. commiflioners 
of admiralty. — James Hulband, Jo- 
seph Prentis, and John Tyler, Efqrs. 
Judges of admiralty. — Edmund Ran- 
dolph, Efq; Attorney-general,—— 
Thomas Everard, and James Cocke, 
Efqrs. commiflioners for fettling ac- 
counts. 

God fave the Commonwealth. 
Upon Col. Henry's bteing chofen 
our governor by the Hon. Conven- 
tion, a committee of the houfe was 
directed to wait on his Excellency, to 
notify to him his appointment, to 
whom he delivered the following let- 
ter: 

Ti the Honourable the Prefident and 
Houfe of Convention* 

Gentlemen, 
f "The vote of this day, appointing 
me Governor of this commonwealth 
;has been notified to me, in' the molt 
*j&Iite and obliging manner, by Geo. 



Mafon, Henry Lee, Dudley Digges, 
John Blair, and Bartholomew Dan- 
dridge, Efqrs. 

A fenf© of the high and unmerited 
honour conferred upon me by the 
convention, fills my heart with grati- 
tude, which I truft my whole life will 
manifeft. I take this earlieft oppor- 
tunity to exprefs my thanks, which I 
wiih to convey to you, Gentlemen, 
in the ftrongeft terms of acknowledg- 
ment, ° 

When I reflect that the tyranny of 
the^C — and parliament hath 

kindled a formidable war, now raging 
throughout this wide extended con^ 
tinent, and in the operations of which 
this commonwealth muft bear fo great 
a part, and that, from the events of 
this war, the lading happinefs or 
mifcry of a great proportion of the 
human fpecies will finally refalt ; 
that in order to preferve this com- 
monwealth from anarchy, and its at- 
tendant ruins, and to give Vigour to 
our councils, and effect to all Our 
meafures, government kath been na- 
turally afTumed, and new-modelled ; 
that it is expofed to numbcrlefs' Ha- 
zards, and perils, in its infant ftate ; 
that it can never attain to maturity, 
or ripen into firmnefs, unlefs it is 
managed by affectionate affiduity, and 
guarded by great abilities ; I lament 
my want of talents, I feel my mind 
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filled with anxiety and uneafinefs, to. 
find^myfelf ,fg unequal to the duties 
Sf that important ftation to which I- 
am called by the favour of my fellow- 
citizens,- at this truly critical 'con- 
juncture. The errors of my conduct 
ihall be atoned for, fo far as I am. 
able, by unwearied endeavours to fe- 
cure the freedom and happinefs of 
our common country. 

I fhall enter upon the duties of my 
office, whenever you, Gentlemen, 
lhall be pleafed to direct ; rely upon 
the known wifdom and virtue of your 
hon. houfe to fupply my defects, and 
to give permanency and fuccefs to 
that fyftem of government which you 
have formed, and which is fo wifely 
calculated to fecure equal liberty, 
and advance human happinefs. I 
Jiavethe honour to be, Gentlemen, 

your moft obedient, and 
»■ very humble fervant, 

P. Henry, jun. ' 
- Williamjburgb, July 5. Yefterday 
the general convention of this colony, 
after pafiing the following ordinances, 
adjourned themfelves to the firft Mon- 
day in October next. 

Declaration of rights. [See page 

221.] 

Plan of government for this country. 

An ordinance for making farther 
provifion for the defence and protec- 
tion of this colony. 

An ordinance for erecting falt- 
works in this colony, and for encou- 
raging the making of fait. 

An 'ordinance for efiablifhing a 
board of commiflioners, to fuperiri- 
tend and direct the naval affairs of 
this colony. 

An ordinance for augmenting the 
.ninth regiment of regular forces, 
providing for the better defence of 
this colony, and for raifing fix troops 
of horfe. 

An ordinance to fupply certain de- 
fects in a former ordinance of this 
convention for railing fix troops of 
J&qrfe.. 



An ordinance to amend an ordi- 
nance entitled, An ordinance for 
eftablifhing a mode of punifament 
for the enemies of America in this? 
colony. 
; An ordinance to amend an ordi- 
nance entitled, An ordinance for efta- 
blifhing *a mode of making, tobacco 
payments- during the difcontlnuance 
of the infpection law, and for c^her 
purpofes therein mentioned. T * „ 

An ordinance to enable the prefent 
magiftrates and officers to continue 
the administration of juftice, and foe 
fettling the general mode of pro- 
ceedings in criminal and other, cafes, 
till the fame can be more amply pro- 
vided for. 

An ordinance to amend an ordi- 
nance 1 , entitled, An ordinance to pro- 
vide for paying the expences of the 
delegates from this colony . fo the 
General Congrefs. 

An ordinance to arrange the coun- 
ties in diftricts for electing fenators, 
and to afcertain their wages. 

An ordinance prefcribing the oath* 
of office to be taken by the Governor 
and Privy^council, and other o Seers 
of the commonwealth of Virginia, 
and for other purpofes therein men- 
tioned. 

An ordinance for amending an orr 
dinance, intitled, An ordinance for 
raifing and embodying a fufiicient 
force for the defence and protection 
of this colony, and for other pur- 
pofes therein mentioned. 

An ordinance making it felony to 
counterfeit the continental paper cur- 
rency, and for other purpofes therein 
mentioned. 

mlliamjburgb, July 6. The wholp 
of this province is in arms. The 
militia are drawn out twice a week 
and exercifed, and make a refpec- 
table figure. Great quantities of 
faltpetre are made here, which when 
manufactured into gunpowder, hay p e 
proved exceedingly good and flronj, 

and 
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*h<l equal td any that 'is imported, a line 
General tee* is at the head of the 
xnJRtarfi wjik& r he has taken aH ima- 
ginable pain! to put on the moft 
refbejftable footing. 

WiUiamjburgb, Aug. 3. Wednef- 
<lay an ex^refa arrived here, with the 
following account of a battle* fought 
Syaparty ofthe Fincaftle militia, with 
& numoer of Cherokee and Greek 



Indians, near the great iftand of Hol-i 
deih, 'the 20th of July uit. 

* Oar fcouts returned and informed 
ftat they had cHfcovered a large num- 
ber of Indians making into the fet- 
tlement, upon which ijifonnation the 
few men Rationed at Eaton's fort, 
within the boundary line, compleated 
a breaft-work fufficiently ftrong with 
what men were there, to have de- 
fended themfelves againft a confide- 
rabje number. ExprefTes were fent 
to the different ftations, and fuch a 
number of men were collected, that 
next morning we turned out with 
170 in, fearch of the enemy. We 
inarched in two divifions, with flank- 
ers on each wing, and fcouts* before, 
who foon difcovered upwards of 20 
Indians and fifed upon them. They 
immediately returned the fire, but our 
menrnmingon them with fuch violence 
obliged them. to make a precipitate 
retreat. They left ten bundles and a 
good deal of plunder, which our men 
fecured. We have great reafon tobe- 
Eeve feveralof them were wounded 
in this flcirmilh. Though it hap- 
'pened on ground very difadvantage- 
ous to purfue, yet it was with the 
greateft difficulty they could be re- 
ftrained. A. council was held, and it 
was judged adviftable to return, as 
we had reafon to believe a party 
greatly fuperior to ours were not far 
. off; We * had not marched more 
ihan a mile in good order when our 
iiear was attacked by upwards of 100 
cF the enemy. Our men fuftained 
* Hie attack with great firmnefs, until 



was formed. T Jie encniyeji-f 
deayoured urfuround 1 usj w b&V we)& 
prevented by die "Virilahcfrof 'Cd£fi 
James Shelby, who, \vith huVflSvifioti 
took ppfeflion of an eminence, ,anii 
bravely defended it, which prevented 
their defign- 

Philadelphia, June 18A&. 
Extracl of a letter from pxeL tkf T 

kins, Bfq* admiral of the Continental 
feet, dated Newport, June 1 cv 1 7 76. 

* The Andrew Dorja, has fent in 
a floop from Tortola, bound to Ha- 
lifax, with 22hogmeadsof mm, %o 
barrels of fugar, 26 tierce* of nu* 
lafles, and 950 buihek of fait. The 
Cabot fent in a fttip two days ago* 
from Jamaica, bound and belonging 
to Liverpool, in England, with 1 1 5 
puncheons and 22 hogfheads of rum; 
48 hogftieads, 20 tierce*, and 1 8 bar^ 
rels of fugar, 20 tierces of cofleei 
50 bags and two^afks of pimento* 
200 bags and 10 caflcs of ginger, 
1S2 Dags of cotton, and 48 raw 
hides, * 

New-Fort, July 8. A floppof 12 
fix pounders, belonging to the fleet 
from Halifax* lying in the Kilh, near 
Mr. Decker's Ferry, was almoft toeii 
to pieces laft Wednefday Morning, 
by a party under the command '-of 
General Herd, from the oppofUd 
ihore, with two 18 pounders. Tins 
crew foon abandoned the floop, and 
we fuppofe me is rendered entirely 
unfit for further fervice. 

Trenton, (Nnv-JerfeyJ, July Jfcj 
The declaration of independence ,#a* 
proclaimed here, together with .the 
conftitution of the colony, of late eft 
tabiiihed, and the reibrve of die> 
Provincial Congrefs, for continuing 
tJie adminiffcration of juftice during 
the interim. ■ - .-. 

PrincetQtwnjNew-Jerfcy, Jutyio* Lgft 

night NafiauHall was grandly iIIhecu^ 

nated, and independency proclaim**! 

under a' triple volley cf mu&etry, ami 

univerfal 
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universal acclamations for the profpe- 
rjty of. the United Colonies* The 
eeremony was conducted with the 
greateft decorum. 

7 JfewrrorJk, July 1 1 . On Wednef- 
aay laft, the declaration of indepen- 
dence was read at the head of each 
brigade of the continental armyy 
potted at and near New- York, and 
€wy where received with loud huz- 
zas, and the utmoftdemonftrations of 



) 



joy. - 

The fame evening the equeftrian 
ftatue of George IH. which tory 
(ride had raifed in the year 1770/ 
was by ; the fons of freedom. laid 
proftrate . in the dire The lead 
wherewith this monument was made, 
is to be run into bullets to affimilate; 
with the brains of our infatuated ad- 
versaries, who to gain a pepper corn. 
have loft an empire, ^w; Dcm <vult 
perdtrc prlus dement at. 

Lord Howe arrived at Staten Ifland 
•lithe 1 2 th of July. 

, New-fork, July 15. Yefterday 
Lord Howe fentup a flag, with the 
Captain, and lieutenant of the Eagle 
man of war. The adjutant-general 
xnjetthem, after 4bme little ceremony, 
twt as the letter was directed for 
Gswge Wafhington, Efq. he could 
not receive it; the officers infilled 

j&uchon his receiving it, faying it . to keep the bay in hard weather, had 
«oas of a civil nature, his lordlhip be- been ordered. Their guns are 32 
log inveiled with unlimited powers, pounders, all caft at a foundery at 



On Tuefday a flag from the fed: 
appeared, and was met a* the frr£j[ 
when a letter was again offered, bu,t> 
for the fame reafon as the former, 
rejected* 

The Phoenix, Capt. Parker, and 
the Rofe, Captain "Wallace, with two 
tenders, went lip the north riyer, ort 
the 15th of July; notwithflandipg d 
heavy cannonade on all fides, without 
fuftaining much damage* as appeared 
by flgnals previoufly agreed upon.— 
They got 25 miles itp the river, op* 
pqfite Tarytown, where the river is 
four miles wide. The Americans 
have two frigates, of 32 guns each, on 
the flocks, about 40 miles above thif 

Sace, and a fort lately built caDe4 
ontgomery fort. 

Lord Howe, immediately after his 
arrival, ordered all the cruizers he 
could fpare, to go and cruize off the 
American ports, to intercept their 
trade ; and particularly, . five to go; 
into Delaware bay, and block up that 
river. This laft was occaiioned by 
information he had juft received, that 
ten prizes had, a few days before, 
heen carried up that river to Phila- . 
delphia. The Congrefs fcem to have 
expected fome attempt of this fort> 
for the former gallies, flationed to. 
defend that river, being not thought 
fufficient, thirteen others,large enough 



apd was forry he had not arrived a 
|ew days foonen 

. t Thefe applications having proved 
ineffectual, Colonel Paterfon, who is 
Adjutant-general,, was fen t with a 
^irbal menage. He afked for ' the 
General*' and was admitted. Ge- 
neral Waihington received him in 
great form and dignity, having all his 
bfficers, guards, &c* with him. 1 he 
conference lafted about an hour.— 
The" particulars are aot known* 



Kenflngton, near Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia , In Congrefs ; July igi 
•Rcfolved, That General Waihing- 
ton, in refufing to receive a letter 
faid to be fent from Lord Howe, 
addreffed to "George WaflungtonV 
Efq." acted with a dignity becoming 
his Ration, and therefore this con- 
grefs do highly approve the fame, ao4 
do direc"t that no letter or meflage he 
received, on any occafion whatever,* 
from the enemy, by the commander 
IP *n 
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in chief, or other the commanders of 
the, American army, but fuch as fhall 
■t>'e directed to them in the characters 
they respectively fuftain. 
7 * By order of the Cpngrefsj 

John Hancock, Prefident. 



^CoHgrefsyJttly 19. Refolvcd, That 
*% copy of the circular letters, and of 
; the declaration they inclofed from 
Tjord Howe to Mr. W. Franklin, 
Mr. Penn,, Mr, Eden, Lord Dun- 
more, Mr. Martin, and Sir James 
-Wright, late governors, fent to Am- 
feoybyaflaq;, and forwarded to Con- 
grefs by (Seneral Wafhington, be 
publifhed in the fevcral Gazettes, 
that the good people of thefe United 
States may be informed of what nature 
are the commifTioners, and what the 
terms, with the expectation of which 
the court of Great-Britain has en- 
deavoured to amufeand difarm them; 
and that the few who ftill remain 
fufpended by a hope founded either in 
the juflice or moderation of 
may now, at length, be convinced, 
that the valour -alone of their coun- 
try is to fave its liberties. 

] Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

Eagle, off the c&aft of fhe Province of 

Maffachufei?sRny y jfune 20, 

'Sir, Being appointed commander 
in chief of the ftiips and veflels of his 
Majefty's fl«t, employed in North- 
America, and having the honour to 
be by his Majefl-y conftltuted one of 
his commiffi oners for lettering peace 
to his colonies, and for granting par- 
dons to fuch of his fubjecls therein as 
fhall be duly folicitcus to benefit by 
that effect of his ; gracicus indulgence, 
I embrace this opportunity to inform 
you of my arrival on the American 
coaft, where my firft object will be an 
early meeting with, Genera! Howe, 
whom his Majefty has been. pleafed to 
join with me in the faid commiuion. 

In the mean time I have judged it 
expedient to iliac the inclofcd decla- 



ratipn, in order that all perfen* may 
have immediate . information -of his 
^Iajefly's moft f gracious in tent ions - 
And Idefire ypuwill oe .pleafed forth- 
with to caufe the faid declaration to 
be promulgated, in fuch manner, anjd 
at fuch places within the province of 
New Jerfey, as will render the fame 
of the moil pubjick notoriety, 
. Allured of being favoured with your 
afliflance in every meafure for the 
fpeedy and effectual restoration of 
publick tranquillity, I am to requefl 
you will communicate, from* time to 
time, fuch information as you may 
think will facilitate the attainment of 
that important object in the province 
qver which you prefide. I have the 
honour to be, with great refpeft and 
confideration, fir, your moll obedient 
humble fervant, Howe. 1 * 

By Richard Vifcount Howe, one of the 
. King's . Commiffioners for rtftoring 

peace to bis Majefty's Colonies and '. 

Plantations in America, t3c* 
Declaration. 

Whereas, by an aft paffed in the 
laft feffion of parliament, to prohibit, 
all trade and intercourfe with the 
Colonies of New-Hampfhire, Mafla- 
chufets-Bay, Rhode-ltland, Con- 
necticut, New-York, New- Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, . the three lower coun- 
tries on Delaware, Mar^Jand, Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, South. Caro- 
lina, and Georgia, and for other 
purpofes therein mentioned, it is 
ena&ed, that it mall and may be 
lawful, to and for any perfon or per- 
fons appointed and authorized by his 
Majefly, to grant a pardon or pardons 
to any number or. defcription of per? 
fons by proclamation, in his Majefty** 
name, to declare any Colony or Pro- 
vince, to. be at the peace of his Ma.- 
jefly ; and that from and after the 
iffuing of any fuch proclamation,- in 
any of the aforefaid Colonies or Pro^ 
vinces, or if his MajeHy.fhalLbegra?- 
^ cioufly pleafed to%nify the £une by* 

"his 
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"Tils toyarprbclarnation, tlie faid act, 
With refpecV to fueh colony or pro- 
vince, colonic? br provinces, county, 
town, port, drftricr, or place, fhall 
<eafe, determine, and be utterly void 2 
And whereas the king, deflrous to 
deliver all his fubjefts from the cala- 
mities of war, and other oppreffions 
wfiich they now undergo, and to re- 
itore the faid Colonies to his protection 
and peace, as foon as the conftitu- 
tional authority of government therein 
may be .replaced, hath been gra- 
cioufly pleafed, by letters patent 
under the great feal, -dated the 6th 
dayofMay, in the 16th year of his 
his majesty's reign, to nominate and 
appoint me, Richard Vifcount Howe^ 
of the kingdom of Ireland, and Wil- 
liam Howe, Efq; General of his forces 
in North America, and each of us, 
jointly apd feparately, to be his Ma- 
jefty's commiffioner and commiffionr 
ers, for granting his free and general 
pardons to all thofe who, in the tu- 
mult and difafter of the times, may 
have deviated from their juft allegi- 
ance, a*hd who are willing, by a 
fpeedy return to their duty, to reap 
the benefits of the royaL favour, and 
alfo for declaring, in his Majefty's 
name, any colony, province, county, 
town, port, diftricl, or place, to be at 
the peace of his Majefty. I do there- 
fore hereby declare, that due confide- 
ration ftiall be had to the meritorious 
iervkes of all perfans who ftiall aid 
and aflift in reftoring the public 
tranquility in the faid colonies, or in, 
any part or parts thereof ; that par- 
dons fhall be granted, dutiful repre- 
sentations received, and every fuit- 
able encouragement given, for pro- 
moting fuch meafures as lhall be con-, 
tfucive to the eftablifhment of le- 
gal government and peace, in pur- 
suance, of his Majefty's moft gracious 
purpofes aforefaid. 

Given on board his Majefty's fhip 

,'■■"■ $e Eagle, off the coait of the 
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/province of IvTaifactuTetts , bay, 
* the 26th day of June 1776. ' 

Howi. 
By order oFthe Congrefs, 

John Hancock, TPrefidenh 
In Congrefs t June 13, 1776. ; 
Refolved, That a flying camp ^e 
immediately eftablifhed, and that it 
confill often thoufand men, to make 
up which number, refolved, that the 
colony of Pennfylvania be requeued 
to furnifh of their militia 6000; Ma- 
ryland, of their militia, 3400 ; Da- 
taware government, of their's 600,— 
Seepages 204, and 264.. 

That the militia be engaged- to the 
firft day of December next, unlefc 
fooner difcharged by Congrefs, 

That the pay of the militia com*, 
mence from the day of their marching 
from home, and that they be allowed 
one penny a mile, lawful money, in 
lieu of rations for travelling expencos, 
and one day's pay for every t;vc:u/ 
miles, between home and the general 
rendezvous, going and returning. 

That the three Provincial Briga* 
dier-generals be employed for the 
flying camp, two from Pennfylvania, 
and one from Maryland. 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 
In Congrefs, June 26, 1 776. 
Refolved, That a bounty of tea 
dollars be given to every non-com- 
miflioned Officer and foldier who will 
enliit to ferve for the term of three 
years. 

Charles Thomson, Sec, 

Copy of a letter from Lieut. Col'. Camp- 
bell, to General Honve* 

Bofcn, June 19, 1776, 
Sir, 
I am forry to inform you, that it 
has been my unfortunate lot to hive 
fallen into the hands of the Ameri- 
cans, in the middle of Bofton harbour ; 
but when the circumltances which 
have occafioned this diftafter are un- 
derftood, I flatter myfelf no reflec- 

P p z tioa 
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©a accenntof itv * 
: Qn the 1 6th of June the George 
^aji Anfcabella tranfports, with two 
^mpanies of the 71ft regiment of 
highianders, made the land of Cape 
Ann, after a.pafiage of feven weeks 
from Scotland, during the courfe of 
jjvhicb, we had not an opportunity of 
(peaking to a-fingle veffel that coul4 
give us the fmajleft information of 
5ie Britifh troops having evacuated 
Boiton/ On the 17th at day lighf 
we found ourfelves oppofite to the 
harbour's mouth of Boftbn, but from 
contrary winds it was neceflary tb 
jpake feyeral lacks to reach it. Four 
fchooners, which we took to be pi- 
Tots or armed veffels in the fervice of 
his fylajelly (tut which were after- 
wards found to be four American pri- 
.yateersof 8 carriage guns, 12 fwi- 
vels, and 49 men each) were bearing 
down upon us at four o'clock in the 
morning,— at half an hour thereafter 
two of them engaged us, and about 
eleven o'clock the other two were 
clofe along^afide. The George, tranf- 
pprt, on board of which Major Men- 
zies and I, with 108 men of the 2d 
battalion, the adjutant, the quarter- 
mailer, two lieutenants, five volun- 
teers, were paflengers, had only fix 
pieces of cannon* to oppofe them ; 
and the Annabella, on board, of 
which was Captain M'Kenzie, toge- 
ther with two fubalterns, two volun- 
teers, and 82 private men of the firft 
battalion, h, a d only two fwivels for 
her defence* Under fuch circum- 
Jtances, I thought it expedient for the 
^.nnabella ,to keep a head of the 
George, that our artillery might be 
pfed with more effect and leis ob- 
flruction. Two 'of the privateers 
having ijationed themfeives upon oar 
larboard quarter and two upon our 
itarboard quarter, a tolerable? cano- 
nzjde enfued, which, with very few 
^ejmi&ons, lafted till four o'clock 



Sway, and anchored dn I*Jyrrioatb har4 
bour. Our.lofs upon this occafion 
was only three. men mortally wound-? 
ed on board the George, one msta 
killed, and one^man^Iigmry wounded 
on board the Annabella, As my or? 
ders were for theportof Bolton, t 
thought itmy:dnry, at^thu happy 
crifir, to pufli forward into the haiv 
hour, not doubting I. would receive) 
protection, either from a fort or from 
&me (hip, of force ftationed tfeetie 
•for the. fecuiity of pur fleet. 

Towards the clofe of the evening 
we perceived the four fchooriers thaY 
were engaged with us in the mcr*- 
ning, joined by the brig Defence > 
of 16 carriage guns, 20 fwivels, and 
117. men,, and a fchooner of eight 
carriage guns, 12 fwivels, and 4$ 
men, got under way, and made to* 
wards us. As >we flood up for NanV 
tafeet road, an American battery 
opened upon us, which was the firft 
ferious proof we had .that there could 
fcarcely be many 0/ our friends -at 
Bofton ; and we were too far em- 
bayed to retreat, efpecially as thej 
wind had died away, and the tide 
of flood not half expended. After 
each of the veflfds had twice run: 
a-ground, we anchored at George'^ 
Ifland, and prepared for action j but • 
the Annabella, by fome misfortune:* 
or other, got a-ground fo far a-llerrtr' 
of the George, we could expect bu£ * 
a feeble fupport from her rouflcetry. 
About eleven o'clock four of the* 
fchooners anchored righton our bow,* ■ 
and one right a-ftern of u$ j ihtp~ 
armed brig took her ftation on our 
fkrbbard fide, at the diftance of 20b - 
yard^, and hailed us to ftrike ifcfc*" 
Britifli flag. Although the mate tof 
our fhip, and every failor onboard* 
(the Captain only excepted) refufebv 
poiitiveiy to fight any longer, leaver 
the pleafiire to inform you, that there 1 
was not an officer, nonTcommiflioned . 

" * ■ officer, 
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officer^ ^^pOT3te:iman of the .71 ft, 
bat .what flood to their; quarters with 
a ready and chearful obedience. On 
oarTetnfmg to flrifce the Britifh flag, 
thc-a&ion was renewed with a good 
deal of warmth on both fides, and it 
was our misfortune, after a fharp com- 
bat of an hour and an hajf, to have 
expended every mot that we had for 
our artillery* Under fucji circum- 
ftances, hemmed in as we were with 
$ x priyateers, in the middle of an 
enemy's harbour, befet with a dead 
calm, without the power 6f efcaping, 
or even the moft diftant hope of relief, 
I thought it became my duty not to 
facrifice the lives of gallant^nen wan- 
tonly in the arduous attempt of an 
evident impoflibility. In this unfor- 
tunate affair, Major Menzies and 7 
private foldiers were killed ; the 
quarter-mafter and 1 2 private foldiers 
wounded. The major was buried 
with the honours of war at Bofton. 

Since our captivity I have the ho- 
nour to acquaint you, that we have 
experienced the utmoft civility and 
good treatment from the people cf 

FDwer at Bofton^ iufomuch, Sir, that 
£hould do injuilice to the feelings of 
generality, 4id I not give this parti- 
cular information with pleafure and 
iatisfaction. I have now to requeft 
<5f you, that fo Coon as the diftrafted 
ftate of this unfortunate controversy 
will admit, you will be pleafed to 
take an early opportunity of fettling 
a cartel for myfelf and officers. I 
have the honour to be, with great' 
refpec*t, Sir, your, moft obedient and 
.moil humble fervant, 

Archibald Campbell, 

Lieut. Col. of the 2d. bat. 71ft. 
reghnent. 

T*. S. On my arrival at Bofton I 
found that Capt. Maxwell, with the 
light infantry of the ift battalion of 
the 71ft regiment, had the misfor- 
tune to fall into the hands of fome 
other privateers, and was carried into 
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Marbleheadthe ifcth inft, Capfttftt 
Campbell with the grenadier* of tfcd 
2d battalion, who was ignorant/ as 
we were of the evacuation of Soulonj 
flood into the mouth of the harbour 
and was furronnded and taken fy 
eight privateers this forenoon. ^ 

In cafe a cartel is eftabliftued, tfyi 
following return is, as near as I can 
effect, the number of officers, noiir > 
commiffioned officer*, and private**, 
men of the 71ft regiment, who a^T 
priibners of war at and in the neighs 
bourhood of Bofton. n v 

The George transport, Lieut. CoL 
Archibald Campbell; Lieut, and' 
Adjut. Archibal4 Balneavesj Lieut.- 
Hugh Campbell ; Quarter-mafter 
William Ogilvie; Sureeon's-mate 
David Burnes; Patrick ^1'DougaV 
volunteer, an4 a&ing ferjeant-major ? 
James Flint, volunteer; Dougal4 
Campbell, ditto : Donald M'Baney 
John Wilfon, 3 ferjeants, 4 corpo- 
rals, 2 drummers, cjo private men. 

The Annabella tranfport, Captain* 
George -M'Kinzie; Lieut. Colin 
M'Kinzie; Enfign Peter Frafer; 
Mr. M'Xinzie and Alex. M'Tavifh, 
volunteers ; 4 ferjeants, 4 corporal*, 
2 drummers/ and 81 private men* 

Lord Howe transport, Captain 
Lawrence Campbell ; Lieut. Robert 
Dun can Ton; Lieut. Arch. M'Lean; 
Lieut. Lewis Colhoun ; Dun. Camp- 
bell, volunteer; 4 ferjeants, 4 ccr-, 
porals, 2 drummers, and 96 private, 
men. 

Ann tranfport, Captain Hamilton 
Maxwell ; Lieut. Charles Campbell; 
Lieut, Frafer ; Lieut. , 4 fer- 

jeants, 4 corporals, 2 drummers, 96V 
private men. 

Archibald Campbell,; 
Lieut. Col.' of the 2d bat. 71ft regt. ' 

London , September 26. Advices have 
been received from Canada, dated^ 
Aug. 12, which fay, that General ' 
Burgoyne's army, have found it im* 
practicable to get acrofs the Lakes thii u 

feafon. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



lwfttov«*-THat tlie naval force of the on!y,ferves to make her the more finr- 



^dvl tibials upon the lakes, is too great 
T$r theft to contend with at prefent. 
*fhatthey mdft build larger yeflels for 
tKhrmrpofe; and that theieVeffelscan- 
jiottje ready before next furamer. The 
ifm'y will therefore be obliged to 
■Winter in Canada, about Montreal, 
St. John's, &c. And they will be in 
•font, of provisions, unlefs fupplied- 
from England. General Carleton 
hdsjequeSed, that a fufficient quan- 
tity of provifions may be fent. The 
deiign was, that the two armies com- 
manded by the Generals, Howe and 
Burgoyne, fhould co-operate ; that 
they fhould both be on the Hudfon's 
nver at, the fame tune; and that 
they fhould join about Albany; and 
thereby cut offall communication be- 
tween the northern and fouthern co- 
lonies / 

jf eurfory <vtem r of the prefent ft ate ofli- 
hcrty in 'Europe : In a letter written 
by the celebrated Mr. Roujfeau, to his 
friend at Amfterdam. 
If it is true that defpotifm and arbi- 
trary power w^re originally intended 
for lavage nations only; if it is true 
that nations amortgft which induftry, 
agriculture, commerce, navigation, 
and all arts and fciences are flourifh- 
ing in the higheft degree, come under 
the appellation of, and actually are, 
civilized nations \ and if it is true 
that from the very nature of civilized 
nations it follow* that they fhould be 
fiTee; all Europe then, (the exterior 
part of Ruflia, and a part of Turkey 
excepted) ought, by the unqueftiona- 
He right of mankind, to be free, and 
no fuch name as arbitrary power or 
defpbtifm be known in it, 

"Neverthelefs, we find poor civi- 
lized Europe groaning under the hea-, 
vy yoke of oppreflion ; and her being 
thoroughly civilized, and well verfed 
in the' natural rights of mankind, 



fible of the infupppruble chains 
which fhe wears-, and from which to 
be releafed, there is, alas i not ,thc 
leaft profpeel ; the princes as k feemj 
are all putting their heads together, 
in order to eftabliih an univerfaj £1*- 
very amongfl mankind, vulgarly calr 
led an univerfal monarchy, for the 
fupport of which they a&ually keep 
no lefs than one million of mercena* 
ries ; all which Hand watching with 
drawn -fwqjds, to deftmy every one 
who mould aare to fay the leaft thing 
againft it. 

Liberty, it feems, was in expc&ar 
tion, during thefe two centuries, to 
take up herrefidence in Europe; but 
Ending hcrfelf grievoufly difappointed 
at laft, all of a fudden took a flight: 
acrofs the Atlantic, with an intent to 
fettle in America, where there are no 
haughty, proud, ambitious Emperors-, 
Kings, or Princes, to oppofe her, no 
giddy diffipated nobles to flight her j 
no flanderous, cringing courtiers to 
prejudice her ; and no luxury, pen^ 
fion, nor bribe to corrupt her. 

In the courfe of her travels through 
Europe, fhe left here and there a 
fhadow behind her, which fhadows 
dwindle away gradually at the ap- 
proach of the horrid night of oppref- 
fion, and but a. little while, not the 
leaft mark will be feen of h^r* 

Perhaps you will interrupt me here,. 
and cry out, Does riot liberty in her 
full glory refide among us Dutchmen ? 
but, my dear friend, if \ou come to: 
examine it, you will find a mere fha- 
dow inftead of reality. It is true you 
have no King ; your Stadholder has 
not the leaft prerogative ; your na*-,, 
tional affairs are conducted by your . 
own council ; nay^ there are erei^. 
fome of your fen&tors along with the 
army in a time of war, without whofe 
order nothing can be done ; thefe are 
blcflings* I readily conieis ; but wha$ 

u 
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is all this to the individual ? 
happyf-^-'free?- yobi» government, 
although a republican one, is as des- 
potic ftsthe court of Conftantinopie. 
<A*chief magiftrate at Amfterdam has 
it-in his power to Tend a letter de 
cachet to any citizen, however refpec- 
table and opulent he may be, or- 
dering him to leave the city, within 
four and twenty hours, under pain of 
imprifonment, and large pecuniary 
penalties. Liberty indeed ! 

YoUr police h the moft corrupted 
one in Europe, being onty calculated 
to fill the pockets of its officers ; your 
civil laws are fo complicated, that a 
fiat in law is never decided before 
two or three years, by which both 
parties are generally impoverifhed 
before it is ended ; your criminal 
laws are as barbarous as they were 
under the Spaniards ; you keep on 
the torture, whilft it becomes abo- 
lished in the moft obfeure countries ; 
your prefs, thaf great ftandard of liber- 
ty, is far more confined thari at Paris ; 
even your poor paltry news-papers 
aire read over and curtailed feveral 
times by a ftupid magiftrate, before 
they can go to the prefs. The poor 
printer of the Leyden paper has but 
lately been Turnmoned before the 
States, for having glanced at the na- 
tural abilities of the grand Duke of 
Ruflia, and was obliged to kneel down 
before the Ruffian ambaffador, and 
beg pardon. Your clergy have far 
more power, and are more fpiteful 
than the Sorbonnes at Paris ; your 
taxes are chiefly, and indeed all, le- 
vied on the moft necefiary articles of 
life, by which the poor and induftrt- 
otts are burthened, whilft the great 
men of landed property make it as 
eafy for themfelves as poffibl^ . Your 
gavernors in the Weft-Indies exercife 
the 1 moft defpotic and tyrannical au- 
thorities over individuals, although 
Dutch fubjects ; your governors, 
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Is he council, and offcer|}n s ^»jEaft v W, 
dies, are totally deftimteo^all.huraaf 
feelings, and acknowledged to be the*, 
greateft tyrants that ever di^racep 
the human race ; in a word, yOu-ha^f 
adopted in your government the &Wf 
nefs of a democracy, the feffiftxneff of 
an ariftocracy, the mercileffiiris of a. 
republic, and the oppreffion of ind** 
viduals of a monarchy. So far for 
Dutch liberty. 

But what fay you of your own 
coiintry? You will reply, t( Does not 
liberty mine in her perfecY luitre at 
Switzerland?" Alas! my dear friend^ 
whatever I {aid againft your govern* 
ment, is doubly applicable to that of 
my own country, with the addition 
that Switzerland" is in every refpe& 
the European coaft of Guinea ; their 
freedom confifts therein,, that ever/ 
nation may come thither, and pur+ 
chafe flaves; with the only difference, 
that the flaves purchafed on the coaft 
of Guinea are fent to the Weft-Indies 
or America,* to cultivate the different 
plantations, or to do other bufine& 
calculated for the general gopd of 
mankind ; whilft the flaves purchafed 



in Switzerland are fent to France, 
Spain, Portugal, Italy, Auftria, Sec* 
to lay wafte and ruin the beft coun-», 
tries, or to do other bufiriefs calcu- 
lated for the general deftruciion of 
mankind. 

Scarcely did a petty tyrant on the 
continent fend a &w thoufandmen to 
quell rebellion (a technical term in. 
the parliamentary language for li- 
berty) but all the ions of freedom ex- 
claimed againft it; whilft our. free 
and independent united cantons 
of Switzerland make it their fole ba- 
firiefs to fell their fons to cut throats 
for France, Spain, Sec. or to whoever 
wants common deftroyers of the hu? 
man race. If you alk a Swtfs» 
What is the production of your coun- 
try ? He will direclly anfwer "Good 

cattle 
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tattle and flout men." Argue with 
a polite Swifs about the fhanieful 
pra&ice of felling their freeborn fub- 
jects to fight fbr other nations, they 
will anfwer you, * c It is the remarkable 
sftartfal fpirit which charadterifes the 
Swifs, and prompts them to fight for 
irhybody." 

* Martial fpirit feems to be, in our 
refined age, the technical term for 
public murder and plunder. It is 
true, that it is highly confiftent with 
a virtuous citizen to take up arms in 
defence only when his country and 
property is in danger of being invadr 
ed. The law of nature gives that 
right ; but to be hired to light for 
another country, whether the caufe 
be right or wrong,, deferves our con- 
tempt. An officer or fbldier who 
places himfelf at the head of a battle, 
and gives proofs of his intrepidity in 
his own country's caufe, deferves our 
admiration, if it is from motives of 
zfcal to' a good caufe ; but if it pro- 
ceeds froomotives of intereft and pre- 
ferments (although for his own coun- 
try) we fhould look upon him with 
equal contempt, and brand him with 
the juft epithet of a mercenary. 
How can we look upon him in any 
other light? (fays the truly learned 
Marmontel) " sUxpofer a la mort pour 
g&gntr la vie" (he earns his liveli- 
hood, by expofing himfelf to death.)" 
Being in the neighbourhood of 
Italy, I will juft mention the republics 
of Genoa, Venice, Ragufa, and Mal- 
ta'. All I have to fay en thefe free 
governments is, that for the^ good 
of mankind, I would foouer wifh the 
ftfbje&s of thefe ftates to be governed 
by the prefent humane Dey of Al- 
giers, than by thofe haughty, proud, 
and infignificant Italian nobles. Arif- 
totle, in his definition of a monarchy, 
iays, * that one man is free, and all 
the reft flaves ;' but he forgets, that 
in his own form of government he 
itftetutes, inftead of one tyrant, a 
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number of tyrants. It is thehappi- 
riefs and freedom of -the governed, 
but not that of the governor, which 
is to be confidered. 

Corlica was crufhed by the irrefif- 
tible force of a neighbour, and by the 
treachery of the chief officers. The 
head of them (as report fays) was 
winked at by the conqueror to ftrip 
the treafury of a confiderable fum> 
and to eftape ; but I am happy to 
find that a true fpirit, and even en- 
thufiafm of liberty, fHll prevails 
among that handful of people ; and I. 
fuppofe that after the conqueft coft 
above 20,000 men, and nearly as 
many millions of livres, the con- 
queror will at the end be obliged to 
give it up. 
- A fhadow of liberty exifted in 
Sweden, but it foon vanifhed away at' 
the approach of de/potifm ; and all 
the Hates of Europe, free as well as 
defpotic, congratulated the ufarpor 
on the glorious revolution* 

The extenfive kingdom of Poland 
was in fbme refpecl: free. It was & 
mixture of all kinds of governments, 
with a King at the head. They had . 
an advantage even over Great Britain, 
becaufe their Kings were electable ; 
and according to the Iateft confHta- 
tkm, even the third generation of the 
King was not to be entitled to offer 
himfelf a candidate for the crown. 
Three neighbouring powers, in fpite 
of all laws of nations, difmembered 
the country, and divided it amongft 
themfelves ; the feeble fragments 
which were left, carry ftill the meer 
name of freedom; and their affairs 
are to be conducted by a Council 
Permanent (elected by the Diet) and 
by the Diet itfelf. 

A general Diet is at this time af- 
fembling, and I have grounds .to 
fear it will be the very la'ft ; for there 
are no lefs than 21,000 men, viz* 
70*00 Ruffians, 7000 Auftrians, an<^ 
7000 Pruffians, ordered to encamp 

clofcr 
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clofeso.Warfaw* and tke bufinefs of 
# this diet (or rather of the 21000 cut- 
, throats) as I jam informed from the 
belt authority, is to be, to abolifh the 
council permanent, and to render the 
Polifti crown hereditary. The King 
is to marry a Princefs of the Houfe 
of Auftria ; and, in a word, to ren- 
der the King entirely defpotic in that 
part of Poland now called the repub- 
lic ; and thus poor liberty will be ba- 
" njmed from -that fpot too. 

You will be curious to hear my opi- 
nion of the people in Great-Britain, 
that moil ancient feat of liberty : 
the people there, I am told, are per- 
fectly happy in being indulged to 
{peak and write, to abufe King and 
miniftry in what manner they pleafe, 
which they coifider as an ample fa- 
^ --jUs faction for paying exorbitant taxes, 
and fupplying die enormous exigen- 
cies of government. I mull alfo ac- 
knowledge the people to be perfectly 
free, viz. the cities, towns, boroughs, 
juid corporations, are entirely free to 
jslect their representatives in parlia- 
ment, either according to their con- 
s iliences, or to the higheft bidder. 
The members of both homes of par- 
liament are entirely free to difcharge 
their duty, either according to their 
-— ^ conferences, or according to the places 
and penfions they hold. The King 
is entirely free to chufe minifters : 
the minifter is entirely free to pro- 
pofc conftitutional or unconstitutional 
meafures. But how far all thefe 
freedoms are exercifed, I am not a 
Hulled hiftorian enough to decide. * 
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Journal of occurrences ivhicb happened 
in the march of the detachment com- 
manded by Benedictine Arnold, Co- 
Icnel, confifting oftwoo battalions ivbicb 
were detached from the army at Cam- 
' ** bridge to Canada, in the year 1775. 

Printed from the American Copy. 
(Suppofed to be written by Major 
Meigs.) 



. Field Officers Ifameu 

Col. Christopper Greei^ '" 

Col*. Roger Enas. 

Major Robert Mbigs. 

Major Timothy Brige'low/ 
Sept. 9,1775. I marched front 
Roxbury (where I had been ftationed 
the fummer) to Cambridge. 

10, ir, 12. At Cambridge prepa- 
rations for our march. — 13th in the 
evening marched toMyftick— and the 
14th, continued our march, through 
the towns of Maiden, Lynn, and Sa- 
lem, and encamped at Danyers. 

15. In the morning continued our 
march through the towns of Beverley, 
and Wenham, and encamped at 
Rowley. 

16. In the morning we continued 
our march ; at 10. A. M. arrived at 
Newbury Port, and there encamped. 

17. Being Sunday, attended divine 
fervice at the Rev. Mr. Parfons's 
meeting at Newbury Port,dined atMr. 
Nathaniel Tracey'S. Weather fine. 

1 3. %par*ng to embark, dined 
at Mr. Dalton's. Weather fine* 

19. Embarked our whole detach- 
ment, confifting of ten companies of 
mufquet-men, and three companies of 
rifle-men, amounting to 11 00 men, 
on board ten tranfports — I went on 
board the floop Britannia. The fleet 
failed at 10 A. M. came out of the 
harbour and lay to, till one o'clock 
P. M. when we received orders to 
fail for the river Kennebec, 40 leagues 
from Newbury-Port. 

Received with our failing orders the 
following fignals, viz, 

1 ft fignal, for fpeaking with the 
whole fleet. Enfign at the main-top- 
maft head 

2d fignal, for chafing a fail. Enfigtt 
at the fore-top-maft head, 

3d fignal, for heaving to. The lan- 
tern at the main-top-maft head, and 
two guns, if head on fhore ; and three 
if off more. 

4th fignal, for making fail ifiv*he * 
night.. One lantern at die mai^top- 
Q^q maft 
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tnaft bead and 4. guns 

jack at the fore-top-mafl head 

rthfigml, forV#«7% and every 
veflel. making the neareft harbour. 
Enfign at the main peak. 

6th fignal, for hoarding any veffel. 
A jack at the mairi-top-maft head and 
the whole fleet draw up in a line, as * 
near as poffible. The weather was 
fair, and very fceih, bat I was very 
rea-rfick. , 

• *©. In the morning we made the 
mouth of Kennebec, right a-head, 
which we foon entered. The mouth 
of the river is narrow. We were 
hailed from the ftiore by a number of 
men under arms who were there fta- 
tioned ; they were anfwered " we 
were Continental troops, and that we 
wanted a pilot," whom they imme- 
diately fent on board. The wind 
arid tide favoured us as we proceeded 
lip the river. Five miles' from the 
mouth lies an ifland called Roufrck ; 
*ipon this were a meetmg-heufe, and 
fome very good dwelling-houfes ; the 
■river -to 'this ifland is very Unequal, 
width from one to -£ of a mite, the 
water deep, great tides, anil the fliores 
generally rocky. Ten miles from the 
mouth 4 are elegant buildings: at a 
•place called George Town, 20 miles 
"from the n4outh,.is a very large bay, 
called Merry Meeting Bay ; 25 miles 
*fiiom the mouth is Swan Ifland ; and 
fe little above this ifland Oppofite to 
Pownalborough, where is a block- 
4ioufe*, we came to an anchor. I 

' cannot help remarking our difpatch, 
^that'this day makes 14 only fince the 
•Orders were firft given for building 

• 200 batteaux, for collecting provi- 
Jfions, and for levying 1 ioo men, and 

'-■ marching them to this place, Gardi- 
ner's Town. 

■ j! J zu All day at Gardiner's Town. 
^Weather fine.' ""' ' 

,'/. 22, Embarked on board the bat- 
teatj^-J proceeded up the river— and" 
towards evening I put up at the houfe 
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In' the day, of Mr. North, and v?& ^eiry agree- 
ably entertained. " 

23. In the morning proceeded up 
the river about 6 milts to Port Wef- 
tern, where an unhappy incident fell 
Out in the evening. A number of 
foldiers being in a parifti houfe, fome 
words produced a quarrel, and Mr. 
Cormifh being turned out, immediate- 
ly difcharged nis gun into the houfe, 
and fliot a man through the body, of 
which he fobn expired. Mr. Gormifh 
was tried by a court-martial, and re- 
teived fentence of death, but denied 
the crime till he was brought to the 
place of execution, when he confeflfed 
himfelf guilty, but for fome reafons 
he was reprieved until the pleafure of 
General Wa'fhington could be known, 

24. At Fort WefteiH preparing for 
our march to Quebec ; this fort ftanc 1 * 
on the ealt fide of the river Kenne- 
oec, and coiififts of two bloek-houfes, 
and a large houfe 100 feet long, 
'which were inclofed with pickets ; 
'this houfe is the property of - 
toward, Efq; where^ we were ex- 
ceedingly well entertained. 

25. Some men embarked in bat- 



teaux, with orders to proceed with- all 
expedition to the great carrying place, 
and clear the road, while the other di- 
vifions came up. 

26. Col. Green embarked on bdard 
the batteaux three companies of muf- " 
quet-men, with whom went Major 
Brigelow on their journey to Canada. 

27. At three o'clock P. *M. I em- 
'barked on board my batteaux with 
thefhird divifion of the armyycon- 
filling of four companies of mufquet- 
men, with 45 days provisions, and 

-proceeded up 0ie river, hoping lot the 
protection of a kind providence. We 
encamped in the evening 4 miles from 
Fort Weftern. 

rhad*forgot to mention that the 
navigation for veffels is good to Port 
'Weftern, which is 30 miles from the 
liver's mouth : the water fome part of 
the way rapid. 28 • Pro- 
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*£. Ptocce4e4 up the river, 
ftream very rapid, and the bottom 
and fhoies rocky. 

29. In the morning continued our 
route up the river ; at 1 1 A. M, ar- 
rived at Fort Halifax, which ftands 
on a point pf land between the river 
Kennebec and the river Sebaftranook. 
This fort confifts of two large block- 
houfes, and a large barrack which is 
enclofed with a picket fort. I tarried 
half an hoar at the fort, then crofTed 
the river to, a carrying-place., which 
is 97 rods carriage, then proceeded 
up the river (which falls very rapidly 

, over a rocky bottom) 5 miles, and 
encamped* The above are called 
Taernok. 

30. Proceeded up the river 9 miles 
,- and encamped ; the land we paffed 

thb day was generally very good. 
Colonel Arnold joined at night and 
encamped with us. 

Oci. 1 . I proceeded up the river 9 
miles and encamped ; the land we 

.parted this day was generally very 
good ; the timber, butternutt, beach, 
hemlock, white pine, red cedar, &c. 

2. In the morning, proceeded up 
the river— at ten ofclock arrived at 

. Sachegin falls, where there is a car- 
rying-place of 250 paces, which lies 
acfofs a fmall ifland in the river. 

. Here I waited for my divifion to come 

* up, and encamped on the weft tide 
of the river oppofite the ifland with 

.. Capt. Goodrick. Had much rain in 

* the night. I turned out, put on my 
clothes and lay down again and llept 

i weH till morning, Our courfe in ge- 

r neral from the mouth of the river to 

this place has been from North to 

- North Eait, 

3^ Proceeded up the river to Nor- 

.. ridgewtalk ; on my way I called at a 

. houfe where I faw a child 14 months 

-: old,Jwhkh isthefirft white child born 

- here.: At feven, o'clock in the evening 

* a iittla Jbelow Norridgewalk, my bat- 
teau filled with water ; going up the 
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the falls, I loft my kettle, butter, an*} ft* 
gar, a lofs not to be replaced her$. 
At Norridgewalk is to be feen the 
veftige of an Indian fort, chapel, and 
a prices grave ; there appear to have 
been fome intrenchments on the co- 
vered way through the bank of the 
river, for the conveniency of getting 
water. This maft have been a con- 
siderable feat«of the natives, as there 
. are large Indian fields cleared* ; 

4« I proceeded up the river about a 
mile and a quarter. Here I came up 
with the feeond divifion commanded 
by Col. Green. 

5 . All day at the carrying place 5 
at evening moved one company up the 
river 1 mile, where they encamped, 
waiting for the other companies of my 
divifion. 

6. Still at the carrying-place; get- • 
ting over boats and provisions : at 4 
P. M. I proceeded up the river 5 miles 
and encamped. 

7. Continued our march up the ri- 
ver, and at 1 2 o'clock arrived at Car- . 
ratuneaus carrying-place. Here the 
river is confined between two rocjes, 
not more than 40 rods wide, which 
lie in piles 40 rods in length on each 
fide the river. Thefe rocks arepo- 
lifhed in fome places by the fwijft run- 
ning of the water. The carryiag- 
place is here 434 paces in length. , 

8. All day at the carrying-place at 
Carratuneaus ; rainy weather. Capt. 
Darbern's company patting the carry- 
ing-place this day at 3 P. M. 

9. Capt. Ward's company paffed 
the carrying-place this, day at \z o'- 
clock. At one ?* M, I jeft the carry- 
ing-place, and proceeded up the river 
about 4 miles and- encamped. The 
ftream fo* 4 mijes v$ry rapid, and 
in fome places very fhoaly, being di- •' 
vided by a number of iflands which 
appear to be fine land : from |his 
encampment fome high mountains 

.rife. tQ .our view to the northward* 
Qjl z 10. Pro- 
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to. Proceeded up the river, which 
fc&ntinues its courfe N..W. between 
twotagh mountains, and encamped at 
the great carrying place, which is 12 
Whiles and a half a-crofs, including 3 
ponds which we were obliged to pals. 

ii. I crofled the great carrymg- 
piace as far as the third pond ; there 
T had the pleafure of difcovering 
Lieut. Steel and party, who :ad been 
ient forwards on a reconnoitring com* 
ffl«»d as far as Chaudiere head : they 
discovered nothing with regard to the 
. enemy. I returned back and lodged 
with CoL Green. 

>2. In the morning repafled the fe- 
cond pond, and went to the river and 
gave orders which I received from 
Col. Arnold for building a block- 
houfe, and then returned and croiTed 
the firft pond and encamped. In three 
ponds, found plenty of trout. Col. 
Eiias arrived this day at -the great 
carrying-place with the 4th divifion 
pf the army, confuting of three com- 
panies of mufquet-men. 

13. Employed in carrying our 
boats and provlfions a-crofs the firft 
pond and the fecond portage. I 
went my felf a-crofs the third portage 
and returned back by the Eatf-fide of 
the fecond portage and encamped 
with CoL Arnold. The wind fo high, 
the toats could not crofs the third 
ponds. About the time we killed 4 
moofe, which is excellent meat. 

14. At 11 o'clock I repafled the 
' £rft pond to fee Capt. Darbern's and 

Capt. Ward's companies over. Lafl 
night a tree blown down by the wind, 
fell on one of our men, and bruifed 
him in fuch a manner that his life is 
defpaircd of. In the evening I re- 
turned back to the fecond portage 
and encamped with Capt, Ward. 
' j.j. This morning orders were given 
that the allowance fhould be J lb. of 
pork and | lb of flour per man per 
{liem. At 2 o'clock I crofled the third 
pond and encamped in a cedar fwamp. 
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This pond is about 9 miles in cir- 
cumference and furrounded with ce- 
. dar timber, Thislaft pond is muck 
fmaller than the other two. 

i(>. In the morning I went to Dead 
river, and took part of Capt. Good- 
rick's company and returned to the 
third pond, where I met with Capt* 
Ward's company. Af evening re- 
turned to Dead river ; marched one 
mile up and encamped with Capt. 
Hanchet. 

17. In the morning. I fet out with 
Capt. Hanchet, to reconnoitre a very 
high mountain about ten miles from 
our encampment, but we were tqo> 
late in the day, and returned towards 
evening without being able to afcend' 
the mountain. 

18. In the morning opdered 8 men 
to kill two oxen, which we had drove 
with great difficulty to this place, and 
to bring 5 quarters to the detachment 
that was gone forward, and to leave 
3 quarters under a guard for CoL 
Enas's divifions. Then I proceeded 
up the river with my divifion about " 
twenty miles ; the water runs with a 
very gentle current, and encamped 
on the fouth-fide ; here I joined Col, 
Arnold and CoL Green's divifions. 
The land we panned this day very fine, 
thinly timbered, and moftly covered 
with gra&, as high as a man's waift. 

19. In the morning it rained, we 
tarried in our camp till two o'clock* 
then continued ouf rout up the river 
5 miles, and encamped on the north - 
fide : this afternoon we patted three 
fmali falls: the current, except the 
falls, very gentle. 

This day I received orders from < 
CoL Arnold, to proceed with my di- 
vifion with the greatefl expedition to 
Chaudiere, and when arrived there to 
make up our cartridges, and wait for 
the rear divifions, and furnifh a num- 
ber of pioneers under Mr. Eyres, t% 
clear the carrying-place. 

*©. Pro* 
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20. Proceeded up the river, parted 
Yeveral falls, arid one portage only 

three roods a-Crofs, and encamped at 
evening ; rainy Weather all day. 

21. In the morning proceeded up 
the river about three miles to a car- 
rying-place 45 perches a-crofs ; then 
continued our route up the river about 
2 miles to a portage 30 perches a- 
crofs, where we encamped. 

22. Continued our route up the 
' river about 3 miles : in our way we 

pafled two' portages, or carrying- 
places, each 74 perches. Our cpurfe 
this day is only three miles, owing to 
the extraordinary rife of the river. 
The laft night in fome parts of the 
river the water rofe eight feet per- 
pendicular, and in many places over- 
'flowedits banks and filled the coun- 
try with water, which made it very 
' difficult for our men on more to 
march. 

- 23. In the morning continued our 
march, though very flow, owing to 
the rapidity of the ftream. A num- 
ber of our men who marched on the 
fhore, courfed a river that came in 
from the weft ward, miftaking it for 
the main river, which as foon as we 
difcovered, we difpatched fome boats 
after them. The river Nois falls faft. 
Encamped this evening at a carrying- 
place 15 perches a-crofs. Here a 
council of war was held, in which it 
was refolved that 50 men fhould 
march with all difpatch by land to 
Chaudiere pond; and that the fick 
of my divifion, and Capt. Morgan's, 
fhouid return back to Cambridge. 
At this place the Arcam very rapid, 
in paffing which, 5 or 6 batteaux 
filled, and overfet, by which we loil 
feveral barrels of prcviiions, a num- 
ber of guns, fome doaths, cam, &c. 

24. Proceeded up the river, though 
with' great fatigue, the water being 
rapid/ Our whole courfe this day 
was only 4 miles, when we encamped. 
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25. Continued our route up the 
river about 6 miles, and encamped-r- 
the ftream very rapid $ in our way we 
paffed three' carrying-places, two of 
70 rods each, the other 90. 

26. Continued our route, and foon 
entered a found about 2 miles a-croJ&, 
and pafled through a .narrow ftreight 

..only two perches and a half wide* and 
about 4 roods long ; then entered 
another fmall pond about one mile 
over, and then through a narrow 
ftreight about a mile and a half over 
to a third pond three miles wide, 
then pafled through a narrow ftreight 
and entered a fourth pond a quarter 
of a mile wide, and then entered a 
crooked river about three miles in 
length to a carrying-place 1 5 perches 
a-crofs, to a pond 100 perches a-crofs, 
and encamped on the north-weft fide 
upon a high hill which is a carrying- 
place. The ponds are furrounded 
with mountains. 

27. In the morning continued our 
route a-crofs.the carrying-place, which 
is 1 mile, to a pond, 50 roods wide, to 
a carrying-place 44 perches long, to 
a pond about 2 miles, to a carrying- 
place 4 miles and 60 perches* This 
carrying-place lies a-crofs the heights 
of land, and is about 2 miles from 
the laft mentioned pond to the height, 

. when all the ftreams run the reverfc 
of the rivers we came up. We en- 
camped this evening on the heights 
of land. 

28. In the morning crofted the 
heights to Chaudiere river ; made a 
divifion of our provifions and ammu- 
nition, and marched back upon the 
heights and encamped. Here I diftri- 
buted the following fums of money, 
to the following perfons : viz. To * 
Col. Green 500 dollars, to Major 
Bigelow 50 : and paid Mr Gatchel 
44 ; paid Mr. Berry 4I. 5*. lawful 
money. 

' *9» CCtfl- 
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29*. Continued ourm&rch by land dernefs, where we never fawa humatt, 

being except our own men. Imnxc* 
diately after our arrival, we were (ap- 
plied with frem beef, fowls, better; 
pheafants, and vegetables. This iet- 
tlement is called Sertigan, and is 25 
leagues from Quebec. 

5. Marched down to the pariih of 
St. Mary's 1 the country thinly fet* 
tied; the people kindly fuppked as 
with plenty of provifions. 

6, 7, 8, 9. 1 was on bufinefe up 
and down the country on each ftde 
the river ; the inhabitants very hos- 
pitable. Our men that were gone 
forward to Point Levi, made priftmer 
Mr. M'Kenzie, a midfhipman of tke 
Hunter floop of war. This nigfati 
lodged at St. Mary's. 

1 o. I marched down to Point Levi, 
and joined the detachment. 

11, 12, 13. I was at Point Levi; 
nothing extraordinary happened, ex- 
cept a deferter came in to us from 
Quebec, by whom we were informed 
Col. M'Clean had arrived from Sor- 
rel with his regiment. The lizard 
frigate alfo arrived a few days before 
us. On the evening of this day at 9 
o'clock, we began to embark our men 
on board 35 canoes. At 4. P.M. we 
got over and landed 500 men, en- 
tirely undifcovered, although two men 
of War were ftationed to prevent us. 
We landed at the fame pface Gen, 
Wolfe did, in a fmall cove, which is 
now called Wolfe's cove. 

Soon' after our landing, a ba*ge 
from the Lizard frigate came rowing 
up the river : we hailed her, and or- 
dered her to come on more ; tkey 
refufwg, we fired upon them, they 
pufhed off more and cried out. After 
parading our men on the heights of 
Abraham, and fending out a recon- 
noitring party towards the city, and 
placing centinels, we marched a-crofs. 
the plain and took pofleflion of a. 
large houfe which was formerly owned, 
by Gen. Murray, and other houfes 

ad- 



to- Qjpbec* At 1 P. M. came to 
Nepeis Jake, which we fuppofed to be 
Ammeguntick lake : we continued 
cur march till night, and encamped 
on the banks of the lakq Nepefs, 
where there had been an Indian 
camp. 

30. Marched through the woods 
&boat 1$ miles, and encamped near 
the north end of Ammeguntick lake. 

Nov. 1. Continued our march thro* 
the woods ; the marching this day 
Was exceedingly bad. I pafled a 
number of foldiers who had no pro- 
vifions, and were fomewhat fick. It 
mvks not in my power to help or re- 
lieve them. One or two dogs were 
killed, which the diilrefTed foldiers 
eat with good appetite, even the feet 
'and flcin. This day in our march 
upon the banks of the Chaudiere, we 
few feveral boats that were fplit upon 
the rocks, and one of Capt, Morgan's 
men was drowned. * The travelling 
t&b day, as yefterday, very bad over 
Huwntains and moraffes. 

2. In the morning continued our 
march on the banks of the Chaudiere. 
The marching this day better than 
we have lately had. The river grows 
wider, and runs very quick, and in 

'feme places very mallow. We pafTed 
'this day feveral fmall iflands. The 
weather exceeding fine, and as warm 
83 ever I felt it at this fcafon in New- 
fc England t 

3. Continued our march on the 
'banks of tfce Chaudiere: at 12 o'- 
clock we met with provifions, to the 
ittexpreffible joy of the foldiers, who 
were near ftarving. After refreshing 
ourfelves, we marched a few miles 
and encamped.^ 

'4.. In the morning continued our 

march.* '* At n o'clock arrived at a 

. French houfe* and were hofpitably 

-«&d; this is the firfl houfe I law for 

31 days, having been all that time in 

-aa'Qugh, barren, and uninhabited wil- 
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adjacent, which were fine accommo- legsinfuch 
Nations for our troops. 

14. This morning employed in 
placing proper guards on the different 
roads to cut off the communication 
between the city and country. At 12 
o'clock the enemy furprized one of 
our advanced centries, and made him 
prifoner ; the guard foon perceived 
the enemy and purfued, but were not 
able to overtake them ; we rallied the 
main body, and marched upon the 
heights near the city, gave them 
three huzzas, and marched our men 
Fairly in their view. 

They did not choofe to come out 
to us, but gave us a few fhot from the 
xamparts, and we then returned to 
our camp. This afternoon they fet 
£re to the fuburbs and burnt feveral 
houfes. This evening Col. Arnold 
fent a flag of truce with a demand of 



a manner that amputa- 
tion was necefTary. This day wefent 
a company of our men and took po£ 
feflion of the general hofpital ; the 
Canadians are continually coming in£ 
to exprefs their fatisfa&ion at oar 
coming into this country. 

. 17. The ferjea'nt that was wounded 
yefterday, died this morning, with 
great compofure and refignatioiu — 
This day we had a confirmation of 
the furrender of Montreal to Gen; 
Montgomery. A foldier came in to 
us from Quebec, but no intelligence 
extraordinary from him. A party «f 
our men went, over to Point 'Levi, 
with boats, to bring a party of oar 
detachment that were left there whh 
jprovifions. Weather pleafant. 

18. We have orders to parade it 
3 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

19. Early in the morning decamped 



the garrilon, in the name arid behalf and marched up to Point au Trent- 
"'' " T •■- j *-• -i--*-- « .t n bles, about 7 leagues from Quebec, 

The country through which we paf- 
fed, thick fettled ; every few miles a 
handfome little chapel. We have 
with us feven prifoners, and two de- 
ferters. 

20. An exprefs came in this mora* 
ing from Gen. Montgomery at Mon- 
treal ;/ the contents are, that the 
King's troops had abandoned the 
town, not the Shipping, and that he 
was about to attack wkh row gallies 
and boats with artillery mounted in 
them, and that he mould immediate- 
ly join our detachment with men and 
artillery. We have now an exprefs 
ready to return to Montreal, by which 
I write to my family. The curate of 
the parifh at Point aux Tremble, dines 
this day at head-quarters. 

(cop V.) 

Montreal, January 6th, 1776, 

Dear Sir, 

With the greateft diflrefs of mmd, 

I now fit down to acquaint you of die 

event, of an unfortunate attack made 

upon Quebec', between the hours of 

4*nd 



of the United Colonies. As the flag 
approachei the walls it was 'fired 
upon, contrary to all rule and cuftom 
on fuch occafions. We conftantly lay 
en our arms to prevent furprize ; for 
we were informed by a gentleman 
'from Quebec, that we might expect 
an attack very foon from the city. 

15. The commanding officer this 
day fent into the town a flag, con- 
cluding that the firing on our flag 
yefterday was through miftake, but 
it was treated in the fame manner as 
before ; on which it returned. An 
exprefs went off to Gen. Montgo- 
mery this morning. About 12 o'clock 
r\ve were alarmed with a report, that 
the troops in town were coming out 
to attack us. We turned out to meet 
them, but it proved falfe. 

16, This morning it is reported 
■IMontreal furrendcred to Gen. Mont- 
gomery the laic fabbath, and that the 
ihipping were taken. One of our 
men, a ferjeant in one of the rifled 
companies, received a fhot from a 

.^annon, which mattered one of his 
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+ i and fix. of the morning of [the 31ft therefore let jne beg .*f j$u to coIkj& 



of December, unfortunate indeed, 
for in it fell our brave General Mont- 
gomery, his aid de camp M'Pherfon, 
Capt. Cheefman, Capt. Hendricks, 
of the riflemen, and two or three 
fubaltern officers, and between 60 and 
ico privates, the number not cer- 
tainly known, and about 300 officers 
and foldiers taken prifoners, amcngft 
which are Lieutenant Col, Green, 
Major Bigalow, Major Meigs, and 
a number of captains and inferior of- 
ficers. CoU Arnold was wounded in 
the leg in the beginning ofthe action, 
as was Major Ogden in the moulder, 
and brought off to the general hof- 
pital ; I have not time to give you all 
the particulars, but thus much will 
ferve to fhew you, that in confequence 
of this defeat, our profpecls are ren- 
dered very dubious, and unlefs we 
can quickly be reinforced, perhaps this 
may be fatal, not only to us, who are 
Rationed here, but alio to the colonies 
in general, the frontiers efpecially 
greatly, , very greatly depends upon 
keeping porTeffion of this country. — 
You know as well as any man, the 
tempers, difpofitions and character of 
the Canadians, they are not perfe- 
vering in adverfity, they are not to 
be depended upon, but like the fa- 
vages, are exceeding fond of chufing 
the flrongefl party ; add to this our 
enemies in this country, of whom 
there are very many, ufe every me- 
thod to excite the Canadians againft 
us ; the clergy refufe abfolution, to 
all who have fhevvn themfelves our 
friends, and preach damnation to thofe 
who will not take up arms againft 
us, and tell them, that new it is not 
too late, that we are but a handful of 
men, &c. I have fent an exprefs to 
Gen'. Schuyler, Gen. Wafhington, 
and the Congrefs, but you know how 
far they have to go, and that it is 
very uncertain how long it will be 
before wc can have relief from them : 



immediately as many men as ybii 
can, five, or fix,, or feven hundred, if 
it can be done, and fome how or other 
get into this country, and ftay with 
us, till we can get relief from the 
colonies. You are fenfible we have 
provifions of all kinds enough, and 
the weather in this country is far from 
being fo frightful as many have ima- 
gined. You will fee that proper 
officers and foldiers are appointed un- 
der you ; and* both officers and fol- 
diers mall be paid, as other conti- 
nental troops ; it will be well for 
your men to fet out as faftas they can 
be colle&ed, not fomuch matter whe^ 
ther together or not, but let them fet 
out by 10, 20, 30, 40, or 50, as they 
can be collected, for it muft have a 
good effett upon the minds ofthe Ca- 
nadians to fee fuccours coming in. 
You will be good enough to fend 
copies of this letter to the people be- 
low. I can't but think our friends 
will make a pufh, to get into this 
country. I am confident you will 
not difappoint my moll fervent wifh 
and expectations of feeing you here*, 
with your men in afhort time. Now,' 
Sir, is the time to diftinguifh yourfelf 
and obtain the applaufe of your evet 
grateful countrymen, of your diftref- 
fed friends, in Canada, and your fin- 
cere friend, &c. 

Signed, David Wooster. 
To Col Warner. 
ExtraB of a letter from Colonel Arnold, 

dated camp before Shtebec, January 

14, 1776. _ 

* The charge which has devolved 
upon me, has been a moll arduous 
tafk ; our lafl difafter fo'difheartened 
the troops, that I have had the great- 
eft difficulty to keep them together. 
Our whole force fince the attack 
amounts to more than 700 men. Wc 
were for fome time in expectation of 
an attack from the garrifon confining 
of 1500, but they have as yet thought 

proper 
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prdptJF to t&ntinoe' in their ftrdng 
Hold, ancf We have t-ffe£aafiy blocked 
them tip. Gen. Woofter, whom" 1 for a 
ifrfcilfc expe&ed, acquaints the he can- 
riot feave Montreal, but will fend me 
k * reinforcement as foon as poffible. 
Oar duty has been extremely hard 
and fatiguirig in this inclement cli- 
mate, where the fnbw is now four- 
feet deep on a level ; but what can-< 
not foldiets do, who are' fighting for 
liberty and their country ? I make 
no dbubt of a large reinforcement 
being fen t us as early as poffible, and 
of being in Quebec before fpring. 

Ne<w York, May 23. The fmallnefs 
of our army at Quebec, was occafion- 
ed by fo many of them being fick, 
and others difperftd in different pofts, 
for conyeniency of .quarters ; fo that 
at head-quarters there were but 200 
effective men, where there was no in- 
trenchment, nor breaft-work, nor 
tools to make any, and but fix days 
provifions. It had been determined 
in a council of war, to raife the fiege 
in two or three days. Gen. Woofter 
With his own baggage, Capt. Mott, 
and others, had fet out on their re- 
turn three days before the enemy's 
fhips appeared. It was fuppofed Ge- 
neral Carleton had notice of this de- 
termination, by fpies and deferters ; 
and on this information, made his 
fally the inltant he was reinforced by 
the fhips. Upon the unexpected ap-> 
pearance of the mips, our people 
quitted the place with precipitation 
and confufion, leaving their cannon, 
baggage, and fick. Our people were 
notpurfued, nor was" there any firing; 
but as. our p'eople proceeded up the 
river, £he men of war followed till 
near De Chambeau, where our people 
made a .ftano!, and the fhips went 

'down the river. 

. Extraft of a letter from Commodore Dow 
gtcdy to the Lieutinant Governor of 

... -Rava Scotia, dated $>ue'hec , June 19, 

X *77t* 
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On the I9?h ulY. Ca£t. Fofftf; 
with his light infantry company, 6T 
the 8th regiment, a few Canadians", 
and 200 Indians, having defcencVd 
from the lakes, attacked, carried and 
intrenched a rebel pott of four hun- 
dred men, with two pieces of brafs 
cannon, at a place on the main, ami 
called the Cedars, eight leagues above;, 
the towh of Montreal, with the 'ids 
of one Indian killed, andtWo wound- 
ed. The Sachems a&ing herein is 
principals, not knowing what to do 
with above 500 prifoners, which they 
firfr. ahd laft had taken (referving 
hoftages) fuifered them to depart, 
ftipulatingfor their never more bear- 
ing arms againft the King, and ibr 
the return of the 7th and 26th regi- 
ments in lieu. A few days after' this 
event, a thoufand rebels evacuated the 
important poft at Trois' Rivieres, with 
great precipitation. Between the 27th 
ult. and the 7th inft. the armies from 
Ireland and England, convoyed "by 
the Carysfort and Pearl, the Jurio 
and Blond, arrived, and paifed the 
rapids of Richlieu ; as did the latter 
frigate arid the Triton on the 8 th, 
and proceeded quite Up to Trois Ri- 
vieres, where on that day early in the 
morning, a detachment, faid to have 
confifted of 2500 rebels, commanded 
by one of their generals, called 
Thompfon, now a prifoner on board 
the Blond, expecting to find only 
4 or 500 men, attacked, and after 
a feeble refiftance, was repUlfed arid 
difperfed by the 29th, 47th, and 6id 
regiments, leaving fome flain about 
the fkirts of the Wood, which had con- 
cealed them and 200 more prifoners ; 
on our fide only two men were killed 
and 10 wounded. On the 14th, the 
firfl divifion,of betwenyo and 80 fai( 
of tranfports, ftore-fhips, armed vef- 
fels, &c. led by the Martin floop, en- 
tered St. Peter's lake early in the 
morning. At noon, on its appear- 
ance, the rebels abandoned their fa- 
il r vovuite 
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ycnrite poft, at ,the mouth of .the .turned . a little tp^e Jeft, ^ ©3 

river 6<5r6l, and one on the other Jtcfc crofc what feemed tQ fee a ppj 

efthe lake, at a place called Ber- woods, and by .which., jt feemej 

xhiei, as did Arnold, the horfc-dealing If we could gain the height of 
general* the town of Montreal, on the town, where the firing from the ;re£ 

15th, who was prefently fucceeded fels would te ineffe&ual. ' Thisj^oini 



therein by Capu Forfter aforesaid, 
his Indians, and the 29th regimen^. 
His Majefty's other troops are in pur- 
suit of the fugitives, towards St. 
John's fort, and it is hoped may yet 

five a good account of their heavy 
aggage at leaft. 
Extrael of a letter from the camp at 
Sorell, June 13, 1776. 
* On the 8th inrtant a detachment 
of fixteen hundred men, under the 
command of General Thompfon, 
Jeft the mouth of Nicolete, in order 
to furprife the enemy at Three Rivers. 

, The defign was,, to have attacked the 
town before day ; but fbme unfore- 
feen accidents retarded him, fo that it 
was quite light before he got near the 
town. An advanced boat difcovered 
the party on their march, gave the 
alarm, and was fired on by the rifle- 
men, who drove her off into the 
itream. This happened a little be- 

' fore fun-rife, and all profpeft of fuc- 
ceeding by furprife was then over ; 

. the General determined to make the 
attack, ordered the drums to beat, to 
put the bell face upon the matter, a^d 
to intimidate the enemy. In this 

, manner the march continued till they 
came within the reach of the veffels, 



turned out to be a very thick fwarnp 
of great extent, and, which took "up 
three/ hours or more to get through | 
every Hep to the knee, and very often 
a great deal higher. This was verr 
unfavourable to us, for it was impofi 
fible for men to, march through it 
without being broken, and in a gooi 
deal of confufion; and as the enemy 
were ready for us on the farther fide, 
there was neither time nor ground. to 
form properly. The confequence was, 
as you may judge, that we had the 
word of it. 

The General's original plan was 
to have attacked before day, at four 
feparate places; two attacks by the; 
oppofite ends of the main ftreet ; eacj^ 
divifion confining of 300 men. A 
referve of 250 was to remain ready 
for the fuppprt of any of the orders,. 
I am perfuaded, if we had arrived in, 
time to put this in execution, it 
would have fucceeded, notwithftahdr 
ing the great fuperiority of the enemy 
in numbers. No new plan was form- 
ed, becaufe the General had it not in. 
his power, for one of the divifions was 
feparated from the re# by thefwamp, 
and the general did not know where 
they were until the firing began from 
them ; all he could dp was to order 



fome of which were anchored along 

the more for about a mile and a half them to be fupported. This 
above the town, when a briflc canno- done for fome time witheffeft. 
nade began from them, but without 
effeel, or occafioning the leaft difor- 
der among the troops, who bore it 
* with as gcod a countenance as the 
beft veterans in the worid could have 
done. Col. Maxwell, who led the 
firft' divifion, feeing however, that in 
proceeding by the road, he would be 
expofed to a very galling fife from all 
the veiTels, feventtea hi number ; 



was 

the 
enemy were broken and gave way for 
fome diftance j but being ftppo/ted- 
in their turn, they drove our people. 
back, who bore a very heavy fire fronv 
the mufquetry, arid two pieces of field 
artillery, loaded with grape fhou 
After repeated attacks, we were oblige 
ed to give way f t^e enemy fcarxcly. 
purfuing us. ,. ; 

.Oar 
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r Ourlofs 5s*"noVeonfI4erab!e as to 
lumbers, but 6eneral Thompfon is 
Amdhg the prifonerB. J believe we 
i^adeTome lmpreifion on the minds 
«*f bur enemies, T^hey allow we be- 
iiavecl well ; and it will not tell amifs, 
that 1200 Americans attacked under 
every difadvantage, four thoufand 
Briufh troops, obliged them at firA to 
give way, and when beat back, made 
a retreat of fbrty'-five miles, with the 
Iofsof only 150 men. 

A letter from Chamblee, dated 
July 12, among other things, fays, 
* The army were getting every thing 
rea^dy for parfling the lakes ; but that 
the ordnance fhip", with all her itores, 
isiallen into the hands of the rebels, 
within four or five miles of two of the 
King's mips (becalmed) who fent 
boats manned and armed to retake 
Her ; but after lofmg one of the 
boats, and 26 men killed, were oblig- 
ed fo leave her in the hands of the 
rebels. Captain Douglas is arrived 
here toinfpect the rigging, &c. of the 
veifbls. We are in great want of 
Jhip-carpenters ; 120 were demanded 
in England, by thofe who underftood 
the fervice ; but only 20 were fent. 
Every ' carpenter on board the trans- 
ports and men of war has been fent ; 
but unfortunately the Provincials burnt 
a large quantity of timber that had 
been prepared for building the veu^els.* 
- General Carleton has acled with a 
fpirit and dignity becoming a better 
Situation. ' Finding the Indians could 
not be kept from fcalping, he has 
drfonifed every one of them, faying, 
he would rather forego all the ad- 
vantages of their affiftance, than make 
war in fo cruel a manner. His con- 
4tf& has not been fpoken well of by 
tbe-'partizans of the court, but itre- 
Jre&s great honour upon his character 
as a gentleman, and a foldier.. About 
000 of the Provincials, who had 
been made prifoners in different parts 
of Canada he has releafed, firft oblig- 
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ing them to take an oath not to ferve 
for one year, and has cloathed many 
of them; the American , oncers he 
has difmuTcd upon the fame con- s 
dition. His provifions begin to ,run 
very low. 

The Provincials who had fle$ front 
Canada aflkmbled at , Crown Point,' 
where they received fome reinforeer" 
ments ; five battalions which they 
had raifed among the peasantry in 
Canada, they brought over the lake 
with them, and they continue wit{* 
the Provincial army. The peafantry' 
of Canada are more friends to the 
Americans than tQ the Britifh troops ; 
many of them have refufed to work 
for the Britilh army, and have in co*» 
fequence been very ill treated, which 
hasoccafionedlnuch difcontent among 
the peafantry. The Brunfwickers are 
not fo alert as the Briufh troops, 
they move heavily and flowly ; feveral 
of them have deferted. Six Bfunf* 
wick deferters were hanged in one 
day. The Provincial troops became 
very fickly foon after they arrived at 
Crown Point ; the fmall-pox raged 
in their camp; the officers differed 
exceedingly with each other j and it 
is not improbable the fervice wou!4 
have been greatly injuredi, if the 
Continental Congrefs had not inter- 
fered, ' They appointed Major Ge- 
neral Gates to be ' commander in 
chief in Canada. He embarked at 
New-York on the 27th of June, with 
feveral gentlemen of his fui:e for 
Albany. Upon his arrival at Crown 
Point, he ordered that place to be 
abandoned ; for if General Burgoyn» 
mould get over the Lake Champlain, 
he might get behind Crown Point : 
he therefore made choice of Ticon-** 
deroga to make his ftand at. He is 
repairing the works, and putting 
every thing in the beft order poffiMe. 
The Congrefs have ordered his arm/ 
to be reinforced to 1 8,aoo men. 

Rrz Extraft 
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gxtr*& of a letter ftcm InJepehdenf d<h £rrny ; but they abfolately ^e- 1 



'Pointy July jo, 
* Thtei fchobners are'gone down the* 
take; and a' Hoop, and &X or eight 
gondolas will follow in" i fevtr'days. 
Two nufidred carpenters afi erAptoy- 
ed in building more after the Dela- 
ware mould. tVe have plenty v of 
large guns, and hope foon to have a 
formidable fleet upon the lake Cham- 
plain. Generals Carleton and Bur- 
goyrne are at St. John's, likewife bufy t 
an preparing a fleet. A Canadian, a 
friend of ours, and an officer in the 
militia, fays, General Carleton has 
not yet oidered the Canadians ip 
arms,' but has given them notice to 
b$ ready in September to go acro/s the 
lakes, as he and General Furgoyne 
are determined to drive ;he rebels out 
tff the country, and fhall winter at 
Albany. They will find it'imprac-, 
tlcable. They will have to pais fir& 
the Gondolas, 2dly, Crown-Point, 
idly, the Narrows, below Indepen- 
dent Point and Ticohderoga. Our 
'•fortifications are much ftronger than 
when the French had this poft ; when 
with only 3000 French and Canadi- 
ans, they made fuch havock in the 
Britifh army in 1758/ 
$xira&'of'a letter from Ticonderoga, 
■ I ' 4ug. 15, 1776. 

* I came over here to conduct a Ca- 
nadian from St. Francois to head- 
?uarters. He aflures me, that the 
i'-k. Idr.c in general have refolved not 
to join in the war. Things here be- 
iin to wear a different face. The 
greateft harmony reigns among the 
general officers. Order is taking 
place in the army, and the men in 
Jbigh fpirits. Great numbers are com- 
ing in rrom New-England to Skenef- 
borough.' General Carleton has bar- 
$arouiiy ufed the Canadians who fa- 
toured us. General Burgoyne has 
Endeavoured to perfuade fome tribes 
of Canadian Indians to join the Bri- 



fufed to takte any part, adding that 
if Great-Britain and America fhpuld 
become reconciled, they fhould be the 

freateft fuiferers, and therefore were 
eterminecL to be neuter. We ftave 
received a Targe fupply of frejh beef, 
whicri has been of great fervice* $1 the. 
recovery pf the ficje. Our 'marine 
force confirTs of eight bpndoias and 
four fchoohcrs. We are gding from 
here' down the lake, iri "order "to re- 
take St. John's, which, General Bur- 
goyne has pofl^on of at prefent. — 
As we have numbers, and our army 
are determined, I do not entertain the 
leaf* doubt of fuccefs.' 
1 JtewTerk, du^. 22. The foreigners 
In General'S urj^one's army defert in 
large numbers. Sixty carne over in 9 
large boat to our trooDS at Tkon- 
derpga. T^ e C° n £refs nave received 
advice from Ticonderoga, of two de- 
ferters from the Brunfwickers bein 
got in, and that ninety inore cameo; 
with them. 
£xtratf of a letter from Portfmoutb^ 

Qftobtr u . 
. * Yefterday arrived the Favourite, 
Fiflier, Sifters, Guthrie, and Grace, 
fconkie from Quebec,, in four weeks, 
by whom we hear, that about 5000 
Americans crofled lake ChampLain, 
and landed in Canada at Point au Fer, 
about feven leagues above St. John's, 
They had 16 armed veflcls on the 
lakes, and a great number of bat* 
teaux. It was expeeled and hoped 
that his majeiry's troops would be in 
readinefs to crofs the lakes by the; 
j 5 th of laft month.* 

Montreal, Aug. 4. The Indians 
have come down from the moft iateuct 
parts of the country, to iblicit being 
employed in the war, but the general, 
too brave and generous to employ 
fuch an enemy but in the laft extre~ 
mity, has refufed them ; telling them, 
that the defign of war was only to, 

bnnj{ 
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k6p% hz<& IP a ftnft cf duty the mcil of veracity wip .were ,1ft. % e: 
ireful children to ag indnlgeut 



parent, and then laid before them the 
obligations the Cqlohjes have been 
under from the nrft foulcmeut of the 
country , an J thc.cajifes of their revolt^ 
and that the force be Kail would un- 
-edly accomplish fo juft .andhq- 
uune- a" purpofe, and the a forbad them 
every aft of cruelty whatever. They 
llA enemy* who, when let looic 
will probably make no diftlnclion be- 
tween thoiV that are friends of go. 
vernmeht and thofe thai are rebels, 
therefore wc cannot but applaud fa 
humane a determination ; but I fear 
this cannot teft long, for the rebels* are 
committing fuch ads of cruelty as the 
Cvvages would bluih at, and one in 
particular which has raiied the refent- 
anent of the army. Lail week bri- 
gadier General Qordon was riding 
aWp from St* John's to Lapprarrit, 
gnd was Jhot by a party of five, who 
had been lurking in the woods* The 
general died a tew days after. 

After the rebels lied from the 
country* leaving their ikk and wound- 
ed in the wood-, the general iffued a 
prockmation r requiring the inhabi- 
tants to tek thoie miferable objects, 
and to provide them with every ne- 
;ry, that they may be fe«t home 
to their refpedive provinces • and this 
was done. 

Capt. Forfter, with a company of 
regulars and 1 $c Indians, came down 
from the upper country early in the 
fcaj$n in order to relieve Quebec ; 
t!iey met a party of the rebels, en- 
gaged them, and took a large num- 
ber of priioners. Frovifions wore in- 
xm\l for io great an addition 
t: f i 1 u hi b c ri. ; the captain was c b ligc d 
to cot his men and the Indian* on half 
lowance, which the Indians would 
-. lubmi't to, and infiftcd on putting 
them to immediate death* Captain 
Kcrffer* wish the umu>31 entreaty 
{I have an acccimt from two olftccrs 



jnent^ prevailed that they might be 
fcnt to .the colonies and exchanged 
fcr as many of their prifctners, and 
they were fent away, with every ne- 
ceflary for their march: X am 
alhained to fay what returns they hays 
jpjidefor theieails of benevolence.; £ 
am told, (but I cannot anfwer for 
the truth o£_ this) that the prifonerj 
jfcjon joined "the rebel army again,; 
this much we are certain of, that 
^giere has been no return of our pri- 
Janers, hut the Congrefs have fent 19 
Remand Capt f Foriter, and a}} con- 
jterned in the horrid mafiacre (as they 
.«e pleated to call 1't). I fu^pofe 
heir glea ' fpr this was, that * the 
Indians 'had jcil)ed two men, after 
Jhey had confonfed they mould return 
yhvcn.was done in cold blood*, few 
an fome difpute that arofe from, th$ir 
own obftinacy. r 

The jjrifpners which the Indiana 

lave taken have been bought by tho 

frnglilh inhabitants and officers of tho 

jinny, in order to fave their lives., , 

. Mvnirt&l, Jt%. ij*. In my ljaft. let- 

Iffsv to- , I mentioned that early ia 

,the fpring, Capt. Forfter had 4e-i 

ieatcd a party of the. rebels,; <hatp» 

. account of a fparcity of provihons the 

Indians were refolved to mnrder them* 

^hat Capt. Forfter with the utmoft 

entreaty prevailed to have the pri- 

,'^bners exchanged for as many of the 

king^s troops, and four of their officers 

who are now in this town were 

retained as hoilages, The Coogref* 

hearing of this, and caring but very. 

little how many of their foldters were 

taken, regarding their hoilages as 

little, or perhaps relying on that 

humanity which the king's troops 

have always fhewn, refolved not to 

comply with the agreement made, 

and have entered into ibme refolve* 

ftp inflame and further delude tho 

people. 

General 
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General Bargoyne permitted the in the hatodV o#,a*mJMqle£ enem)rl 

or do they regard their troops; cnlyl 
while the heavens make them vi&l 



homages to write to their friends, and 
I inclofe you a copy of one of their 
letters, the publishing of which I 
tfcinkmay anfWer a good end; be- 
fides which, one of the hoftages de- 
clared to me, that the intrcaty of 
Qtpt. Forfter fared him and his whole 
party from being murdered ; 
Coty of a ktut wrcu by Ehenmer Sul? 

Tivattj a bofage, in the bauds of 

Caft. Forfigr in Canada, H bis 

brother in New-England* 
$p the honourable General John SpUivan 

at Dor bam, Colony of New Hemp- 

Jbirt near Port/mouth* 

Dear Sir, Montreal, \qtb Aug* 

* I am permitted by hit Excellency, 
which is a favour I did not expect to 
obtain, to inform you I am well, as 
are the hoftages that are with me: 
I am much furprized to hear that the 
Congrefs, inftead of redeeming us 
according to the cartel, have not only 
jefufed to do it, bat have demanded 
Capt.Forfter to be delivered up to an- 
fwer his conduct in what they are 
pleated to term the maftacre of the 
Cedars, I would fain flatter myfelf 
that the Congrefs would never have 
thought of fuch unheard of proceed- 
ings, had they not had a falie repre- 
ientation of the matter. 

Do not think I am under any 
confbaint when I fay, and call on 
God who muft judge of the truth 
to witnefs, that not a man living 
could have ufed more humanity than 
Capt. Forfter did after the furrender 
of the party I belonged to j and who- 
ever fays ta the contrary, let his fta- 
tion in life be what it will, he is an 
enemy to peace, and a fallacious dis- 
turber of mankind. 

What reaubn they can give for not 
xe<keming us I cannot conceive: if 
they are wrongly .informed that the 
affair -of the Cedars was a maflacre, 
why do not they rather fulfil .the 
cartel than let their hoftages remain 



torious-? Wet* we in the hands .«£• 
a rigorous power (as they would in- 1 
aimate) have they apfc every coloua of? 
julbice, after ib enormous a breach of 
faith, ioadea with chains, to caft us 
iato fome horrid place, and tell us to 
languish out our days under a fea- 
tencepaftbyoorown people? If they 
fay here is fome hidden reafori ; that 
is iar beyond the reach of policy to 
find out. For could they fuppofext 
policy to diftrefs his majefty's troops r 
by retaining fuch a number of meir 
from them, it would not be the 
breach of their faith only that would 
threaten them : for confider the num- 
ber of prifoners already in die hanaV 
of the JJritiih army, and dlfb confider 
the chance of war that may yet throw 
greater numbers into their hands ; and- 
will people reft content, when they 
find their own rulers willing to let 
them remain prifoners, in the hands 
of what themfelves term (thongh un» 
juftly) a mercilefs people? or will 
they not, fired with refentment for 
fuch inhuman treatment, take arms , 
to fupprefs the power that regards 
them no longer than while their Wood 
is fpilling in their fervice? If this, 
which appears too probable, /hould 
happen, confider whether thofe pri- , 
foners will not be followed by a num- 
ber of their friends, which muft na- 
turally make a great divifion upon the 
colonies; then take a view of Great 
Britain and her allies pouring on you, 
and let the moft fanguihe expeftor in 
America then judge how long the co^ . \ 
lonies thus divided can ftand the fury - 
of the combat, 

I know your influence has been 
great, and for that reafon have wrote, 
that you may if poffible yet prevent . 
America from being branded with the 
name of injuflice, 

•••.if. 
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r If you fn(pc& I-wVitethis for the fare of my country, have lnSdced Ac 

fake of getting my own liberty, your to accept of this weighty and impor-. 

fufpickms : wrong me; it is not my tanttruft; for your iritereft ohry I de- 

own confinement, but the breach of fire to aft ; and relying' oh yoef aid 

the treaty (which even favages have and alEftance in every difficulty; I 

ever held facred) that caufes me* piall always mofr, confidently exjiefct 

to write. it. 
You'll be fo kind as to convey the 



enclofed to my wife; and if ever I 
had fo much of your love as to de- 
mand any favour of yon, let this be 
the time that I may implore your 



Sofne venal difaffeeled merr may' 

endeavour to perfuade the people 'to- 

fubmit to the mandates Of defpotifm ;~ 

but furely every freeman would coti- 

fider the nature, and infpeft the de- 



affiftance for my diftrefled wife and figns and execution of that govern^ 
helplefs orphans. May God grant I ment, under which he may be called - 
may once more fee them ; till when I to live. The people of this province, 



am your affectionate brother. 

Ebknezer Sullivan. 
S/tvannab, (Georgia) June 20. 
- ,Our Provincial Congrefs met here 
on the 6th inih when his Excellency 
Archibald Bullock, Efq; prefident and 
commander in chief of the province 
cf Georgia, delivered the following 
fpeech. 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the 
Cgngre/s. 

The ftate of the province at your 
laft meeting made it abfolutely necef- 
feryto adopt fome temporary regula- 
tions for the prefervation of the public 
peace and fnfety ; and your appoint- 
ment ofme to carry thefe things into ex- 
ecution, at a time fo critical and impor- 
tant to the welfare of this country, 
requires an exertion of the greateft 
prudence and abilities. 

At a time, when our rights and 
privileges are invaded, when the fun- 
damental' principles of the conititution 
are fubverted, and thofe men whofe 
duty mould teach them to protect and 
defend us, are become our betrayers 
and murderers ; it calls aloud on every 
virtuous member of the community, 
to ftand forth, and ftem the prevail- 
ing torrent of corruption and lawlefs 
power. 

The many and frequent inftances^ 
of your attachment towards me, and 
an ardent defire to promote the wel- 



in opposing the defigns of a cruel arid 
corrupt miniftry, have furmounted 
what appeared inferable difficul- 
ties; and notwithftanding the artt* 
fice and addrefs that for a lorfg time 
were employed to divert their atten- ; 
tion from the common caufc, they at 
length by imperceptible degrees fbc- 
ceeded, and declared their refolutions 
to alien their liberties,, and to main- 
tain them, at all events, in concur- 
rence with the other a floriated colonies. 
For my part, I moft candidly declare, 
that from the origin of thefe unhappy 
difputes, I heartily approved of the 
condutt of the Americahs. My appro- 
bation was not the refult of preju- 
.dice or partiality, but proceeded from 
a firm perfuafion of their having ac- 
ted agreeable to conftitutional prin- 
ciples, and the dictates of an upright ' 
diiinterefted confcience. 

We muft all acknowledge our greiat .;' 
obligations to our anceftors, for the 
iavaluable liberties we enjoy ; it 'Is 
our indifpenfible duty to tranfmit 
them inviolate to pofterity ; and to 
be negligent in an affair of fuch mo- 
ment, would be an indelible ftain of 
infamy on the prefent aera. Ani- 
mated with this principle, I ftatt 
think myfelf amply rewarded, if I 
can be fo fortunate as to render any 
fervice to the caufe of freedom and 
poftefity. 

Mr. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






STr. SjMi&rj «#/• Genthmd 

> Ctngrefs, 

Being fenfible that colony matters 
©f great importance will claim your 
intention at this meeting, I will not 
take up too much of your -time from 
the public bufin*&. Some farther re- 
gulations refpe&ing the courts of juf* 
tKe, the ftate of tie Continental bat- 
talions, and the better ordering of 
the militia of this province, will ne- 
cefiarily be the fubject of your dif- 
quiuxions. 

You muft be convinced of the ma- 
iy. difficulties we labour under, arif/- 
ingfrom the number that ftill remain 
among u$, undej the fhelter of an af- 
fected neutrality* The arguments 
alledged for their conduct, appear too 
weak to merit a refutation. This is 
bo time to talk of moderation : in 
the preient inftance it ceafes to be a 
virtue. An appeal, an awful appeal 
is made to heaven, and thoufands of 
lives are in jeopardy every hour. Our 
northern brethren point to their 
wounds, and call for our moil vigo- 
rous exertions ; and God forbid that 
fo noble a couteft fhould end in an 
infamous conclufion. You will not 
therefore be biafTed by any fuggef- 
tions from thefe enemies ef American 
Jiberty, or regard any cenfure they 
may beftow on the forwardnefs and 
zeal of this infant colony. You mull 
evidently perceive the neceflityof 
making fome further laws refpe&ing 
.thefe non-aflociates ; and though there 
may be fome who appear at prefent 
•jbrward to fign the aflbciation, yet it 
becomes . us to keep a watchful eye 

> on the motive, and conduct of thefe 
-jnen^ left the public good mould be 

endangered through this perfidy and 
- pretended friendship. 

By the refolves of the General 
-Cnngrefs, the inhabitants of the 
.United Colonies are .permitted to 

> trade to any part of the world, except 
the dominions of the King of Gre^t- 
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which, it. will be neceflary to fix on, 
fome mode of proceedings for the. 
clearance of veffels and other mattery 
relative thereto.;, and perhaps you" 
may think it farther requifite, to ap? 
point proper officers to diipatch this 
bulinefs, that theadventdrers in trade 
may meet with as little obftru&ion as 
poflible. And I would at the fame 
time recommend to your confiderationy 
the exorbitant prices of goods, and 
other neceffaiies of life in the town" 
of Savannah, and every part of the 
province. This certainly requires, 
fome immediate regulations, aft the 
poor muft be greatly diftrefled by fuel* 
alarming and unheard of extortions* 

With refpect to India affairs, JE 
hoped to have the pleafure of alluring 
you, from the ftate of the proceedings 
of the commiflioncrs, that they were 
in every refpecT: friendly and warmly 
attached to ourintereft, and that ther* 
was the greateft reafori to expect a 
continuance of the fame friendlydif- 
pofrtion ; but I have received feme 
accounts rather unfavourable. A* 
this is of the higheft confequence t6 
the peace and welfare of the colony, 
I would here fugged whether it would 
not be necefTary to enter into fom* 
refolves, in order to prevent any fu- 
ture mifunderftanding between theni 
and otfr back fettlers ; and to this I 
think I may add, that the putting the 
province in the bell poffure of de- 
fence, would be an objedt very re- 
quisite at this juncture. 

The Continental Congrefs .fcat&r 
always been folicitous to promote. d*e 
encrtafe and improvement of ufeful 
knowledge, and with the higheft fa- 
tisfaclion contemplating the rapid 
progrefs cf the arts and fciences in 
America, have thought proper, to re- 
commend, the. .encouraging the' nvana- 
factory of faltpetre, fuiphur, and gun- 
powder. T3*e. prqeefs .'&» ex'-trcmely' 
eafy* and I fhouid be very gfkd to fee 

any 
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I my oftlfc gb6A pebble or* this province 
everting themfeives in tKe manufacture 
* of *hefc ufefol and neceflary articles. 
If -they once confider it is for the pub- 
lic good, they will need no other in- 
t ducement. 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of 
ike Congrtfu Remember in all yotir 
deliberations you are engaged in a moft 
arduous undertaking. Generations 
yet unborn may owe their freedom 
and happinefs to your determination, 
and may beftow bleHings or exe- 
crations oh your memory, in fuch 
- manner as you difcharge the truft re- 
pofed in ton by your conftituents. 
Thoughts like thefe will influence you 
to throw afide every prejudice, arid to 
exert your utmoft efforts to preferve 
unanimity, iirmnefs and impartiality 
in all your proceedings. 

Archibald Bullock. 
Savannah, June 5, 1 776. 
Yv $ii Excellency Archibald Bullock, Efq. 
~Pr*jident and Commander in Chief of 
the Province of Georgia, 
The Addrefc of the Provincial Cori- 
grefi of the faid Province. 
Utaf it pleafeyour Excellency, 
We the Reprefentatives of the Prb- 
rinee of Georgia, in Congrefs met, 
-beg leave to return your Excellency 
our thanks for your fpeech delivered 
to us yefterday. 

Animated, we hope, with the prin- 
ciples of virtuous citizens, and in- 
spired TOth fentiments becoming the 
glorious canfe we are engaged in., we 
behold with pleafure* the, elevation of 
~-toten from among us, wtiofe auiduity 
-*nd mrwearred endeavours have ren- 
dered thenrihe objects of favour with 
|heir country ; and we truft £hat while 
v ifat executive departments of goVe^n- 
y toetitftall<ibrftinue to be filled ,wifh 
^ihch'rtien/i^tnurrrluringsor dfifw- 
1 tents Will 'find admifilon among iHe 
jrgood people df thl$ province.' 
• Being-truljr ferffible that to be a 
freeman under the Britifh conftitution, 



ibrwlricheaf andeltersfougfct and bled, 
implies a right to 'examine with free- 
dom and topafs cenfure or appjaufe 
upon every aft of government ; we 
have exercifed the right of infpefting 
into the late meafures purfued againft 
thefe Colonies, and the more ive 
deliberate upon them, the more firmly 
perfuaded we are of their wicked and 
dangerous tendency ; and that as they 
are founded in iniquity, fo they mm! 
end, if fubjnitted to, in ruin and 
deftruction to us and our poUerity. 

From thefe motives and coniidera- 
tions have we entered into the prefent 
laudable oppofition, in which we are 
determined religioufly to vctfiik, till 
law and juftice ihall rear their heads 
above tyranny and opprejfion.— Arid 
your Excellency may be aflUred thatio 
every wife and necenary Hep toward* 
this great end you ihall meet with 
our warmeft concurrence and fupport- 

While we continue actuated by the 
fame feelings as led us to deny the 
ufurped authority of Great Britain, 
we hope no man will entertain an idea 
fo ^(honourable to us, as to fuppofc 
we can be influenced or biaiTed by 
any motives, but fuch as ought at all 
times to govern good men and free 
citizens ; and therefore your Excel- 
lency may reft fatisfied we ihall in all 
our deliberations and conduct, whether 
they reject thofc "Concerned for or 
againft us, act with hrmnefs, juiU«e 
and impartiality, fo far as i« co$- 
fiftent with the great caufe in which 
we are all embarked, ,i 

We are truly concerned at that part 
of your Excellency's fpeech, wherein 
you tell us* your hit accounts frdm 
the Indian nations, are lefs favourable 
thai) the former; but at th*' fame 
t time, that we wrih by every means in 
our power to ayert^b greata calamity 
as would be the consequence of awar 
with thefe uncivilized people, yet we 
are refolved to fubmit peaceably to-' 
improper behaviour in them* «4 

S f Aoo)4 
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fcould th«y be proailed ugyn by our bejonginj;, tp|$${r V$fr ^fupjiajj: 

,lnhVn£n ;&emie> to join in a war now h^porf, t m$!mW*MM- 

♦igainft us, we truft that God who pertaining t to,t^c^W^of 

has already manifefted himfejf in our who have affpdat^ an^d api 

t *tiehalf win fa&fy coridutt us through \who mall appear mjhe preiJ 

^all 6tirtmf£Hons. "* to <lefen<l the fame, and 

•' Permit us to congratulate youi Ex- houfes of widows and orphans^imd 

'eellency ana 1 the Province, on the none others 1 be forthwith app^aif^a/ 




! 4£veral other appointments that have 
taken place-under our late temporary 
r confHtjtion. It'muftbe a nleafing 
^xefleclfcn to ybu, Sir, that yOiiri>ufinels 
: in the weighty concerns of deflate 
lies with men of fuch welj known 
ability, integrity and zeal.' 

• We lhall take into our early con- 
. ^deration the feveral matters recom- 
mended to us by your Excellency, and 
proceed upon the fame with all that 

■ dHpatch, temper and firmnefs, which 
the nature of the fubjeft demands. 

Savannah; ^une J f 1776. 
Tb which his Excellency returned the 

following anfwer. 
Mr *$ftaler and Gentlemen of thtCongrefs* 
I return you all due thanks for this 
addrefs, I muft flatter myfelf you 

; ar* convinced I can have no feparate 
ihtereft from yours, and therefore 

-'need notbefoliritous about the means 
'employed, or with whom they may 
criginate,for obtaining the ineftimable 
%teffihgs of happineft to my native 
country, 

I have entertained the moft h£>- 
nowable 13eaiT 6f the warm and real 
fiiends to our glorious caufe, know- 
ing they are irifluenced by no other 
motives but fuch as become men and 
free citizens. 
v ;f ' Arch. BvtxocK. 

-7*** 7> rftt. ' ' . 

l ttejb!utwn$ agreed to at SmHnnah^ in 

v ' '' Georgia'* 
UJ ' In the Cotr»cnL J df$ATZTY.\ 
TtJr the fafcty of this province, and 
>J *4hc good of the 'United polonies, 
* "ft Is 4 unatfhhoufly refolved,' . 
i^ t? Fhat the'hdufts in the 'town of 

* Savannah, and^ihe hamlets' thereto 



4 That it be CQnfidewd, a^ f jjjfg; 
tion from the caufe of Aj|i$ 
a defer tidn of^rgper^, m " 
fons who havea^d ^f^afl: 




town of Savannah^, ^pr j fl 

thereto belonging, $irjnjj 

alarm ; and Juch persons ; 

eluded from any fupnort or CQunfe- 

nance towards obtaining an iu^emn^- 

fication.^ \ .^vwa 

That it be incumbent on the friends 
of America in this province tadefend 
the metropolis, as long as tjie.#un$e 
(hall be tenable. ■■.'.. ..; ' ' ^ 

That rather than the fame ihall^e 
held and occupupied by our enemi^, 
or the {hipping now in the port of 
Savannah taken and employed by 
them, that the fame fyaU be bun*t 
and deltroyed. , ^.-^^-j* 

That orders mall be Slued to thjt 
commanding officer, directing him tp 
have the foregping refolution* put if 
execution* t f ' .-''\ u./«Lww 

A true copy from the mutator, 
Ed. Langworth, Sec^ 
Refolutions cf the Congrfj} jtf.$mt& 

i. That this Congrcls beaig 
and free reprefentatiqn o/djis,^ t 
fhall henceforth be deemed anoVi 
the General. AflbmMy of $outh-( 
lina^ and as fuch malleoittwie. W$ 
the twenty-iira4ay;^Q^py^ 
and ho longer. , I .^.„---Ai^4Jfen^t 

z. That the General ^JjJfenjpfy 
Jhall, out of their J Qjy,n ^^y>x$f$<kx 
ballot alegblative"ciun^t^cp4M 
df thirteen members (lev^ep y wgj^c^f 
man be a quorum) ^B^iif?* ^^fSWJS 

Affembly. ... ^ ;i;b0ffarT! ^i 
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S'^'frfolt &<*'' fceheral ''Aflembly, 
andto$Taidie£iftatrve "Council, fhall 
JoIn^"chuft' by ballot, from among 
ttenttelves, or From the people at 
Tar^, a president and commander in 
' chief,* and a vice-prefideht of the 
"cbfouy: k " ". ". r : s ." j"'" ; 
4. TKaVa member ofth'e General 
Affembly, being chofen and acting 
as prefident and commander In chief, 
or V2c*-prtfident, or one of the legif- 
lative' coundlj mall vacate his feat in 
the" General Aflembly, and another 
JfreHfcn lhall' be "elected in his room ; 
"diwl if one of the legiflative'coancll 
h cfctffeti prefident, ■ and commander 
in 'chief,* or'Vice-prefideht, he fhall 
lofc h4a feat, and another perfen be 
deeWiii Ms fttad. ' [ ' 
" 5«^That there be a privy-council, 
ttfhereof the vice-prefident of the co- 
lony (hall of courfe be a member, and 
Sreftdent^of the privy- council, and 
lit* fix members be chofen by a bal- 
lot, three by the General Aflembly, 
fend three by the legiflative council. 
TrOvidSd always, that no officer of the 
army or navy, in the fervice of the 
Continent, or of this colony fhall be 
eligible* And a member of the Ge- 
neral Aflembly, or of the legiflative 
council, being chofen by the privy- 
cotmcil; Wall not thereby lofe his 
leat in the General Aflembly or le- 
giflative council, urilefs x he he elected 
vice-prefident*6t the colony, in which 
'cafe hi mall, and another perfbn lhall 
pe chofen in his ftead. The privy coun- 
cil (of which four to be a quorum) to 
adviffe the prefident and commander 
iti chief wteri required ; but he mail 
not be bound ttfcdnfujt them, unlefs 
in cafes after-mentioned. 
v^V-That the* cjualifications of the 
$ftfidenr and* commander in chief, 
jWd-vic^prefliJefft of the colony, and 
members of the legiflative and privy 
^dtmifll; flail" fee the fame as of the 
^yftbersttftft* Gefieral Aflembly ; ; 



( 3*3 ] ) 

and Wl&ing t:\S/^%^tt^lt^kfi 
an oath of qualification in the General 
Aflembly. . f r - 

7, That the legiflative iwthority be 
*efted in the prefident and: comman- 
der in cMef, the General Aflembly, 
and legiflative council.- AH money 
bills for the Support of government 
wW originate in the General Aflemt. 
bly, and lhall not be altered, or 
amenddPby the legiflative touncij, 
but may be rejected by them* Ait 
other bills and ordinances may take 
rife in the General Aflembly or le- 
gislative council, and be altered, or 
amended, or rejected by either. Bifla 
having pa/Ted the General Aflembly 
and legiflative council, may be af- 
fented to or rejected by the prefident 
and commander in chief ; having. re- 
ceived his aflent, they fhall have all the 
force and validity of an act of the Ge- 
neral Aflembly of this colony. And 
the General Aflembly and legiflativej 
council refpectively, fhall enjoy all 
other privileges which have at any 
time been claimed orexerdfed by the 
Commons Houfe of Aflembly ; but 
the legiflative council fhall hate no 
power of expelling their own menu 
bers, 

Oath of office adminiftered to: and 
taken by his Excellency John- Ru> 
ledge, Efq; prefident and commander 
in chief of the colony of South- Caro- 
lina, March 28, 1776. c I fokmnly 

* promife and fwear to prefide over 
/ the pedple of this colon/ according 

< to the confutation or form of gO- 

* vernment agreed to and refolved 

* upon by the reprefentatives of South 

* Carolina in Gongrefs aflembled Oft 
*' the 26th day of March, 1776:— 

* That I willcaufe law and jufiice in 
f mercy to be executed, and to <tk*fr 

< utmoft of my power maintain and 

* defend the laws of God, the Pro- 
f teftanr religion, and the liberties of 
« America. So help me God*' a 

S f z 4n**&H 
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.: *.. The,. Tamer was ftaric^ed x>fF 
Charles-Town, but being in want of 

' water wenttoNonhCaroluia for fqme, 
while gone*, the w^xrks on Sullhom'a 
Ifland were ere&ed. When 4he re~ 
tamfd fhe was beat off- The^capttin 
acquainted 'Sir Peter Packer- or this 
matter. ; He was piqued att^e affair, 
and r,efSalredtogo-*hUfcer to qefboy 
thofe *§prks. Some rjp«nd% q£his*fay 



£red, e*preffi» Iravingioeeri- f*t, 
ordering; tte^duittryiTBdkia^toJtown ; 
the fortififfltton**werBaflHvifi»edI^by 
his . Excellency and G^erair ^Anoi- 
ftrong, andpzeparatibr^&c.the .aofl 
vigorous ^defence ordeted. In the 
evening a man of war of 20 goas 
anchoipd off th« bar. Naxf day Ac 
was joined by about 50 Ail, fiagaJes, 
transports, &c» t * . < 7 .,.^. 

Jnne.f. An exprefi <frara General 



Gen. Clinton promifed to Support -£«ee, that the ^encmy were gone from 
lurxu with the army, ,but .when .they North Carolina^ and ^W^ae-v would 



came there thty differed >irb opinion ; 
and this difference, is seprefented as 
the. caufe of the misibrtnne. The 
banks are faid to have moved, which 
pnevent^theOT>opsgetungacrofs the 
waters The > circnmftance * -of the 
banks moving- is- not extraordinary; 
k frequently happen* in- this part, 
. ,A private letter mentions, that the 
attempt on SnJlivan'iJfland was made 
awhh. a* view, of re^inftatjng* J-o'd\ 
IRTiUiam.Carapbell in his government. 
It is certain, ■< that, his lordftup was 
very, de/irous' of k;—Perhaps all the 
afcribad caufe* aretrne* and together, 
made the reafon for attacking. 
. . C&arfeftctyrt, »4*$* 2» [It having 
been deemed expedient that the prints 
tag prefs Should be< moved emi or town 
doting the lace alarm, the publication 
of this gazette was necefiaoly difcon- 
tinned* As the tr&nfaftions in this 
province will probably fee diftinguifh- 
«d in the. American annals, we doubt 
: **otbut a fuccinct account of item, 
will be very acceptable toour readers; 
Primes apehg j.] » ■ 

Qn^hefirftof June, bis Excellency 
the president received advice of a 
fleet #£40 or 50* fail being at atanchor 
about 6 leagues *o the north; of SulhV 
¥a«.VIfland. Accounts of theamvai 
*f < Sir Peter >Park#rJs fleet-in North 
Carolina, and that it was deifcned for 
tbia-pfoviace, having- been necctved* 
put-it ©u t'Of-doubt: that thte was his 
&e< f fv JJext Jttoming the alarm was - 



be, here with the continental regiments 
to our anlftancB.aa fpoedilya^poffible* 

June c* . Several ofn tbe tranfffcera 
and fmail armed ref&fe went to hmng 
Ifland, iauated to the eaffcwatd of 
Sullivan's Ifland, from which it if 
feparated,by a fmall treek called the 
Breach.*- where they landed ta^krge 
body^of tfoops.who encamped there; 
The wind and tide being Jayoarable 
the four following daya 36 vafiels 
came over the bar and anchored at 
about 3 miles diftance*ftojri Soffivan'e 
ifland. Two of the tnanfpom were 
aground in, coming over, one got off, 
butt the other went to pieces* Q&the 
.loth the Briftol came over, her guns 
being previously taken oat* 

On the 7th, a boat, with a/i 
tcame towards the ifland, but was fir 
at by an ignorant. centiael. Next 
day, Colonel .Moultrie fentan- officer 
to the £eet to acquaint v them of the 
ceatinelVmiftake, -and that) he was 
ready to receive any thing they ihad 
to fqnd. General Clinton £gd the 
intention of the ffag was. oidy to 
deliver a proclamation wttduhemow 
fentw ,[This proclamation was ver- 
batim the fame with^hat be ifiu«4 of 
Virginia. Seepage^*, leavitts out 
rfw>excepted^perfbns, and dated iona 
on board the Sovereign tranfport, 
June6.] ■■ t:, ,. t C.-.i ..;*• 

On the oth, General Lee, fi«ga^ 
dUer-generalHowe/ Qdloaela$ullett, 
and Jenifer^ OtwaySyr4^a«dL»wis 

Morris, 
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JtAorrb* e^nLmiils daxampto Gene- 
jnd LecLanvrecJ at HaddrelUs point. 
. Ti*yt immediately {viewod the fbmfi- 
«itioD& vtifcsne, . *nd »fw ^Sullivan's 
tod^jAntw?8lA«jd%^ ; V . 

\ . June tav : The .'buildings -etv the 
wharfs were pulled; down ; entrcach- 
sne»ts,;wece tk»wa ftp round|,the 
town ; the principal ifc-eata, barri- 
caded, and/every ■ferfwfc l iiith«ittdif- 
/ »irtfti(* jemployed in thefc wc#k*. 
. ^-jMft.^^fA^vjoleaijAanar A* 
: Jttipttal Mp mi aawW wfiff Qj&gT 
: «4 to-. put* ortfc torfca,; A. ftkooner 
„-. Afith pixjrlfiwis land coals, 4riftcd from 
, theuileeft/ and was, takeu* by one of 
;- mr pilofe*boataa»4 brought ta town. 
L- .i;:JQ»ftJ4«iHu fcxeejiency the pre- 
fekfttrproppfed am Qftffr /©f fidelity. *> 
the^myi4tan«idec. a/m$, ->which was 
j, seadily take*. Next day it wa* pro- 
awfed tathft coantry ,militi# doing 
duty in ram*: and to the arfcttery 
. tympanies, it was unanimoufly taken*. 
- June 16. A iloop front the Weft 
ladies,, witlt .ganpowdert and < faall 
anesforitbio town* &ojt knowing the 
, r ifee* wwe„h«eev;faiicd am«ngft *hem, 
and endeavouring ta jfcake.Jjerief- 
capo, ra:aihare : the <*ew quitted 
her. She wa* foon after boarded, 
;.. fat oa fiae^ ami blew qp. 

*t<June ao. Some Jailors, <fcfciters 
ix dtom<thetiUnger, informed that the 
r dnmd di^ecsuwercj about .*80Q, com- 
t manded* by General- CUtton*. who 
, Aad wider him Land CorwfaUis and 
t , iBbgadicr-GeiKral Va»ghAn. t „ , 
-,r^ brjanoizu Oar advanced party at 
; j AooMth-^.eftdofSalliva^^iiknd, 
,-, o dbeA&iwalihotart an armed ichooner, 
vj#m«rm«d=iloofH and a pilot boat, 
helping in; the creek between. Long 
7Lcx|Jb^JwAlheJMUk>:reveral o/ f whkh 
mojutffed.tawu; For. feverai, mornings. 
t no*nd«veningt?the, enemy threw ihelfe, 
,and fired from fome fieki-pi«cea upon 
^g*ur advanced too!:, bu*wHhoMtieffe&, 
j?5il»'0a thoie^uu a-l*rie;ihip»4g»p«arr 
t ivi*d^fik£wght*^Arft»b9theRo^uck» 



bar it fMvoiL e# trf ^hi Eiqp«ri«<fi t» 
Hermans were /taken out, *nd next 
day &e came^overithe ban •...., «•* V . 
■■-, On the *fth» betw€6nittiBcand<teti 
ia the , foreaoon* as ►fooaas thefix^ 
pejamant had ail har ^ua* hvthe 
Commodore hoMled hu mpr&Hs, 
ftrcd »^fe'f?nd got mder way, Hi* 
example , was* < followed by. fcvaral 
others, of the men of war ; hoc 4 
fqualV coming on* and the *and £hift T 
ing from $« t E. to N. W. prevented 
their oommg much nearer at that 
time. Butt? thfraftemooa. thetComr 
modgee gaAagajn under way, ani 
came ahpu4 ai male -nearer Sullivan 'a 
Ifland.." 1 • u. . - - - r , r; ;r » : / 
J4ae ( a8. The following was jhe 
di4»$tion of fhe. ft^ips of war ; ^hc 
Fmend&ip armed vejjel, of iS goni^ 
at the diftamee of ahouti amilaaod 
an ha^froas? (Sullivan^, Iflaixi, CO7 
vcringr^if -Thunder Boml? ; $kp jSaler 
hay*. SpbipXi rBriiol, A&iyp* Expef- 
rimeiut^A&eQOj and Syre^ % Ahoafc 
half aa-J^cwr, paft tea in the forenoon^ 
the Thwtdtir-Bomb began throwing 
ihelk on&rtSullivan^and the Active, 
JriftQl* &fperiavent, and . Solfbay^ 
came Wdiy up to the attack in xhe 
order their names, are put down- 
A little before 1 h o'clock, the gaxri- 
foa ^ fired four .or £ve fhojts.ar. (he 
Adive> wh^le under tail, fcrn^,- of 
which iUuck hcTra thefc flie did.*ot 
ieem>to regard, till wjj&a 390 y*rds 
of the foct, whan flie dropped anchor^ 
and poumd in a broad-fide. . Hcr-ex- 
ample,was in a few minutes- followed 
by the three other veffela, when there 
*nfued one; of the moft heavy, ajnpl in- 
ceflknt cannonades, pexhaps *:tver 
•knowfK Jbe bomb yehej was a^tbe 
fame time, throwing ftells, a firing 
me heard from the advanced peg at 
.the ,N* S- end, of- the iilaod, u and 
morn .veflel6:iw£rQ feen coming *p. 
^Oar / -*bj»ve; } <gmifa&,: ^(cpaOfiing 
<rfihe fettrndjregiment of Provincials 
4a4el»^we^t:^«Uilej^,^ 

..-.. :.■. . \ volunteers) 
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«fej*n&ers} under aft tfwfcdifficukw^ 
which to the ikr greater patt were ea- 
lirely pew, eiKourage^lryiheewmpk 
ef their g^an^eem?arftoderV Cokmd 
Wtllkm <Meukrie, afid the reft of 
the oncers, behaved with the cool 
intrepidity ofvetenind. Oar camori 
were well ferved, -and' did* dreadful 
execution* About 12 " O'clock the 
Sphinx, Alteon* and* Syren/ got e*J 
tiaagled with a feoalcaUe*%te middle 
ground. The two firfc mn foul of 
each etiier.- TheSpMinXgbt off wit* 
the lefcof her^okipffc j fcut the Ac 
toon tftack faft.-> The Syren aMego* 
off* Much- about the £une time, the 
bomb veflel ceafed firing, after hav- 
ing f^Mrowh ^upwards' of 6b ftdls. 
Wehavefmce learned, that her beds 
got damaged; and that ihe will re- 
Mke-mfieh Repairing b&tae foe is fit 
& forte* - again* la rife afternoon, 
the enemy's fire was ; encreaftd by 
<het o£ the 8yren and' Fmndihipi 
%rfcieh earne within 500 yards • of the 
fert^ Till near y o'clock* A* eftemy'a 
£*e<wjwktfpt v up without intermkT'on* 
It-flaAened eoniiderably after 1 that, 
*Av half pad niae> the firing on both 
'-^det ceafed, and at eleven the Ihips 
£ipped their cablew> • 
v At^out the * time the ftrps came up, 
ad armed floop and fchooner cane 
nearer our advanced poft> in order to 
cover the landing affaheir troops, and 
every other preparation for that pur- 
pose- w» made ; the foldiers even got 
into their boats, and a number of 
fliclk-were thrown into our intrench- 
merit* but did no other damage than 
wounding one foldier, Notwithstand- 
ing which they never once -attempted 
to Zand* At the advanced poft were 
Rationed, Colonel Thornton,- with 
his Rangers, fontys Companies of mi- 
litta^and a detachment of artillery* 
The/ : had one iS pounder, and two 
'field-piece^; .frqm whkh they re- 
turned the enemy's fire. They were 
reinforced in 4he •afternoon -with Cok 
Muhknburgh's Virginia battalion. 



1* > 

Nevt morn in g* all the men of war* 
except the Aeleon, were retired a holt I 
two miles from the ill and, whkh they 
quietly etfeclcd under cloud of the 
night* The garrifou fired fevrral 
mots at the Ac>eon, which fhe re- 
turned, but foort after her crew ft t her 
on fire, and abandoned her, leaving 
her colours flying, guns loaded, with 
all her ammunition provifions, and 
ftores on boaid* They had not been 
long gone, before feveral boats from 
the ifland went to her : Lieut Jacob 
Milligan, with fome others, went on 
hoard, and brought off" her jack* bell* 
Jbme faih and itoreu, while the flamed 
were hurtling out on all fides. He 
fired three of her guns at the Com* 
modore. In lefs than half an hour 
after they quitted her, fhe blew up. 

The Briitol, again ft which the fire 
was chiefly directed, h very much 
damaged. Notlefs than 70 balls weat 
through her. Her mizen mall nai 
fo much hurt they have replaced it by 
another. Her main ma It is cut away 
about 15 feet below the hounds sad 
her broad pen ant is now hardly to be 
feen on a jury-malt. The Experi- 
ment^ mizen gaff was fliot away. 
The other veficls fullained little da* 
mage, only in their rigging. Sir 
Peter Parker had the hind part of his 
breeches (hot away which laid Kb 
poftcriors bare; hU knee-pan was 
hurt by a fpKnter* 

The lofc of the ganifon was at 
follows : Artiftery. JSfitetf I fiiatrdfr.' 
Wounded 2 matrofles.- Seeondtegt. 
Xilled 1 ferjeant, 9 rank and fike\ 
Wounded lieutenants <iray and Hall;' 
the fife major, 1 tfrrjearit, and *t<p ; 
rank a*d file. An officer's Mulatto 
waiting bey was killed. Fatpk Killed 1 
12; wounded 23,-5- *&** dead. 
•The officer? are recovered* > -^ . 

The works are very little damaged* 
but hatdly a hut or ttt* u)*Ottr ; 
the ifland efcaped the ifooi, »any 
thoufaads of whkh have 4»ee« picked.- 
up on the iiland« 

Genera) 
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> f General Lfle .was • at Hadd*UV 
"f^ftltat^bwaiiwgof the a&io»> 

**d yt&ixtAWwti through a thick 
&etp,thfr.fort, where he ftaid.fowe 
pme. He^fays, in the whole coord 
of hu military feryieeJie- never knew 
jaen behaye (better,, and cannot , fuf- 
ideally '.-praifc-. both , officers' and 
Ibjdiers fi^their coolnefs and intre- 
pidity. \3fne, behaviour of twojfer- 
jeaaxs ought to-be remembered*: In 
the beginning, of the a&ioo^ the flag 
ftaff was, fhot away, which being 
ebferved by fcrjeant Jalper^f the 
grenadiers, he immediately jumped 
jyom one of the embrazurcs upon the 
beach, took up the fiag and fixed it 
on.. a ipunge itait: with it in Jus 
hand he mounted the merlon, and 
notwithstanding the ihot flew as. thick 
as hail around him he leifurely fixed 
jt. Serjeant M 'Donald of Captain 
Huger'fi company while exerting him- 
{&t in a very diftinguiflied manner, 
was lhattered by a cannon ball; he 
expired in a few minutes, defiring his 
comrades to continue fteady in the 
caute of liberty, Jafper removed the 
bpdy out of their fight, and called 
aloud to them to revenge that brave 
man's deaths The day after the ac- 
tion* his Excellency the prefident, 
presented Jafper with a fword, as a 
mark of eileem for his dinguiihed 
valour. i 

Several deferters from the fleet fay, 
the carpenters are all hard at work, 
and that we need not expect another 
vifit iirom them at prefent. The army 
aMAoet arpfto go to New-York, and 
ty&.iHrates to T>e left to cruize .be- 
t^eelfc^North Carolina and Georgia. 
.•o^Tujy.a- General Lee fent a flag to 
tbe enemy, with a pronofal to ex- 
icbange a prifonerforCol. Ethan Al- 
len, who it was laid was in the fleet, 
^prefent of forne frefti meat and ve- 
l g$&es w<re fent. at the fame. time. 
v Qmral'Clint6h'beingat Longlfland, 
^fc^aofwer was not returned till two * 



days afterwifdV when* ho frtfbfftafc 
General Lee that Cobne* Al!e* w» 
not on board, and in rttum fortfcis 
prefent fent fianeporterandxheeft; 
Two engineers came in the boat; bui 
as they were recemd at feme di£ 
tanoe from' the fort, they coald ndt 
fee what they waatedi ~* 

* About ten days rafter the 'reputte^ 
the tranf ports went to Long Ifland, 
and Goat Ifland, and took tse troopi 
on board which were there. At xM 
fame time the light veffels went over* 
the bar. On the 14th of 5«*yY the 
Briflal attempted to get over the barjl 
but ftruck : four day* after flie fuc-^ 
needed. . * . - 

July zo* A hrigancbe, having 56 
foldiers and 6 fiulors, got a-ground 
cnear Devee's Inlet. Next day fhtf 
was taken by an armed flat, com* 
manded by Lieutenant Pickering.— * 
The foldiers threw away their arms' 
on the approach of the flat. 

Jury 25. The Experiment went' 
over the bar, having her guns taken 
out. A frigate which, had not been 
here before, came to the Commodore 
in the afternoon. Next morning fee 
failed for the fouthward, and two 
days after the Syren 'followed her. 

July 27. The remainder of the 
fleet went over the bar, and the whole 
flood out to fee. 

[SsMtb Carolina Gaxzttt;] 
Another Acamnt. 

WiUiamfiurg, July ij. * The fol- 
lowing is an account of an engage** 
ment which happened at Charleftown 
the 28th of kft month, between hb' 
BritannickMajefty's fleet commanded' 
by Sir Peter Parker, and our gaHant 
brethren .-of that eiry, commanded * 
by .his. Excellency General Lee, 
and may therefore be <* hourly ex- 
pend. The general's letter is dated. 
July the 3d, in Which he Ayr, 

* chat the affair is much more ; im- ' 
por-tant than he at £rte ! irnagined ; ' 
that the enclofed is the narrative of 

fome 
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'fcpe deferteTt, .dne of whom Is a very 
intelligent fellow ; that he thinks it 
.his .doty to fend the accoant in its 
.proper fonn, without adding or cui- 
jtailipgi & fingle drcumftaace ; and 
Congratulates the Hon* Prefidentof 
the Convention, and the public, on 
an event which certainly does great 
credit to the American arras, aird, 
ho hopes* muft be attended with very 
gntal advantage*. * 

Narrative by Thomas Btmet of CoL 

Damtifon*s Maffachufifts reg* DankI 

: Hawkins of Bojton, Robert Scott and 

Edmund Alfton cf New-Hampjbire, 

■: and James Scott * of Virginia, * defert- 

crsfrom the fleet which attacked and 

, «p*r* beaten off by the brave garrifon 

in fort Sullivan, wider the eemmand 

? of CohMoutrie, em Friday the ttth 

afjnm, iyj6*—\Tbey are aHdmt- 

titans, and had been taken by the 

. * twenty atJeaJ] 

The .Briitol of 50 guns, eoni- 
'numded by Sir Peter Parker, is 

Kly damaged in the hull, large 
> and umbers ihot through, and 
Awdhed, At the water had not been 
-fery ftnooth, itwouhLhave been im- 
tpoflibletojiave kept her from finking. 
All the carpenters in the fleet had 
been called ta her affiftance. Her 
Aizeiwmaft ihot away, main-mail 
badly wounded by three Several ihot, 
jfaramaft by two, and her rigging, 
fails, and yards, much- damaged. 
The cajptain of the Commodore loft 
hk- left arm, above the tilbotir. rJe 
.w feat yefterday (June 30th) to 
England, in a brigantine. The com* 
modorehtdhu breeches tore off, his 
bankfidr laid bare, and his thigh and 
knee much wounded. Hewalksonry 
when fnpparted fcy two men. - There 
were 44. men killed, and -30 wounded, 
among, whom were many roidfhipmen 
-*nd petty vm&cn ;t 20 of jthe" wounded 
-dead'finc* tbt action. - *Ifi was talked 
in th« fteefcj: *4hat th«' two large (hips 



) 

would go over the T^ar again, 'And 

proceed to EngliJh harbour, in An- 
tigua, to be repaired. — T he Bntoi, 
when lightened as much as pom'bl'S 
drew 8 feet 7 inches water, — The 
Experiment of 50 guns, on two 
decks, all twelve pounders, a flighter 
vefTel than the BHUo!, exceedingly 
damaged in her hul!, leveral port* 
beat in, one of her mixen-mafts hurt, 
but uncertain of particulars. Kitted 
57, of whom the captain was one. 
Wounded 30; feveral fmce dc^.d. 
Draws, when H|;hteft t 17 feet water. 
The general opinion, that neither of 
thefe large fhips will go fafely over the 
bar again. — Solebay, 28 guns, ewo> 
men killed, and four wounded*—— 
Aelhre 28 guns* the lieutenant killed, 
and four men wounded. — Afeon 28, 
Sphynx 20, Syren zS, all got aground; 
ihefidl in coming up* the two latccr 
in running away. The Sphynx cat 
away her bohfprit ; the Syren got off. 
The Afteon, by the afliftance of a 
friendly Englifh fcaman, remained 
fall ; burnt, and blown up by her 
own people, [Whilft me was on fire* . 
Capt. Milligan, one of our marine 
officers, and a party of men, boarded 
her, brought ofF her colours, rhefhip** 
bell, and as many fails and ftorre as 

three boats could contain,] The 

Thunder bomb lay at a considerable 
diftance, throwing ftiells at the fort; 
and, by overcharging, had fluttered 
the beds and damaged the (hip fo 
much as to render it neceffary for fcer 
to go ir.to dock before me car? 
again,— The FriendlHp, a hired 
armrd vcfftl of 26 guns, of 
nV.cs, covered the bomb, as 61d^ ttie 
Syren, which alfo fired very hnMv 
at the fort* The whole Beet bto&Ty 
manned , and fickly, parrkutarty iJ|c 
Syren's crew ; at* two rhmi'* Hum 
allowance of provifioo and water, 
and no rmh rucnc iintcL typf t #45^ 4. 
June the iil- 
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Lord Wljiajn Campbell had been 
very anxious for the attack, and pro- 
posed taking all the forts with only 
the Syren and Suit- bay. —Lord Corn- 
wall is ha> the thief command of the 
land forces ; he and General Clinton 
arc both alhore with the troops at 
tong iiland. His lordfbip had fome 
time°ago urged Sir Peter Parker to 
attack on the (ea fide, other.wife he 
Would march up, attack, and take 
the fort, and complain of Sir Fetor's 
taxdineiL The commodore" replied *- 

* Lord Cornwallh might march his 

* troops where he pfcafed, bat the 

* fleet requited fair wind'; the firfl 

* that happened, he would proceed 

* againil the fort/ The general at 
that time believed we had no troops 
out of gji-rifon, but he was foon betttr 
informed, being 0ncfc reptilfcd, and 
drove back with Iofs. He remained 
qukt, anil U"l the commodore to 
enjoy the glory of being defeated 
alone. 

The negro pilot Sanrpfcn, who is 
exceedingly carefTed, was on board 
the Commodore, and put down with 
the doctor out. of harm's way.- . 

When the fleet failed from Ireland, 
the number of troops was about 4000 ; 
but 11 tran fports had been feparated 
from the reft, and have not been fmce 
heard of. — Some of the clefe iters, 
who had fcen all the land forces, (aid 
the amount waj from 1300 to 2000 
a: mo ft. 

Between 9 ar.d 10 o'clock, the 
Acleon, the Commodore, and other 
fcipt, began to deal away*. They 
made no piping, nor waited to h^avc 
up thcii > but flipped their 

cables. The Corn moci ore hua only 
One anchor and cable left* 

About 1 o'clock on Friday* when 
the fort was waiting for a fugply of 
powder, fome of the men of war*s 
men, rmftaking the unavoidable fi- 
Ttn^c for fifrrcnacf, cried out, * The 
V ankles had done fighting,' Others 



p.r. 

replied, * By G$d we are glad of if; , 
f for we never had fuch a cfrnbbing '5ii ' 
J bur lives! We 'had'oeeti t67d the* ' 
f Yankies would not ffand two; fires, 
' but we never faw better fellows:' All \ 
7 the common' men in the fleet fpoke 
' loudly in praife of the garrifon,-^* 
' * brave fine fellows !' 

The feaiheri in general are defiroui ■ 
• $f getting on more' to join the Ame- " 
' ricans. *," One M'Neal, a deferter '■ 
1 from Col. Gadfden's regiment, had 
informed the Commodore, that be- • 
fore he left fort Johnfon he had 
fpiked up'.alT the' cannon, and that 
the fort might be eafily taken",' - 

A* report in the fleet, that no 
quarter would be given to the Ame- 
ricans, 1 and that 5000I. had been 
ofFere*3 for General Lee. 

[Supplement to the Virginia Gazette.] 

Cbarhft&wn, Aug. 1 4." On the 12th, 

General' Lee and General Robert 

Howe, fer. out for Georgia ; they 

will go to St. Auguftine in Florida. 

Ten fine double fortified 9 poun* 
ders, late belonging to the Afteoa* 
and feveral anchors, &c. which tha 
men of war left'in the'night of Junb*y*^«/ 
28, The fearch is continued, and i% 
is ex'peelecTmore guns will be got up.. 
By letters of the 6th init. from the) 
camp, two miles below Keowee y it; 
the Cherokee country, we have the; 
following iifterefting intelligence : 

'On the 31ft of July, fome of 
Col. Williamfon's fcouts took two 
white men' prifoners, who had been 
fent to get cattle Tor the enemy.-*? 
They informed the Colonel, that 
Cameron had* come over the hills a, 
few days before with 12 white men * 
and that he, with the Seneca and 
fome other Indians, in all about 156* 
were then encamped at Cowanacofs, 
about 30 miies from * twenty-three 
mile Creek, where our army then lay 
encamped^ and that their women 
and children had all retired from the 
towns to the neighbourhood of the 
T t ' ane 
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This intelligence detfc? the places where the JUflwof ch£ eae- 



fame place. . _™ „_„„„.„.„ MV , W . 
iiiined the Colc/nettD-marAthat even- 
ing;: at the head of 330 hotfemeh; 
taking the two prifonere With hlfti. 
His intention was to leave the horfes 
two mifei behind, with a party to 
guard them, and futfounded the ene- 
jiiy's camp -by day-break. The river 
K-eowee lying in his route, and being 
only paflable at a ford at Seneca, 
obligedhinvta take that road. About 
One o'clock in the morning he arrived 
at the out-fkim of that town, which 
he had received accounts of being en- 
tirety abandoned ; and therefore little 
expected to meet with any oppofitioit 
there. The enemy, however, having 
received fome intimation of his march, 
had taken pofleffion of the firft houfe* 
arid polled themfeives behind a long 
fence, fluffed with twigs and corn- 
blades, on an eminence clofe to the 
road where the party was to pais; 
they allowed the guides and advanced 
guard to come almoft up to the houfes, 
when they fired five or fix guns, 1)ut 
without doing any other damage than 
killing one of the guides horfes. They 
immediately afterwards began a very 
heavy fire on our advanced guard and 
main body, by which Mr. Fra. Salva- 
was (hot in three different places, 
Col. Williamfon had his horfe mot 
Under him, and eight men were badly 
bounded, and two flightly. Mr. 
Salvador falling among the boflies, 
it beingdark, and both parties mixed, 
they unluckily got his fcalp. 'The 
Indian wasften by Cam. Smith, who 
would have prevented his accomplifh- 
ing his cruel purpofe, had he not 
thought it was Mr. Salvador's {er- 
rant taking care of his matter. He 
died about three quarters of an hour 
after. The whole army regretted • 
his lofs, as he was. univerfally loved 
and cfteemed by them. Two of the 
wounded died next morning. 

Our party foon recovering from 
their (tiruriie, kept up a brifk fire on 



* , — ,-„,„-, ,., „» n. V Wilt- 

my 5 grins were Teen, and foon "drove 
them Bom their fences and hguies.— 
Their lofs U not known, but from the . 
number of blanket*, fliirts, toma- 
hawks, &c. left befmeared with blood, 
and the bloody trafts which marked 
their retrear, it is fuppofed £0 be 
considerable. Col- Wiltiamlon re- 
mained on the ground till day-br$ik, 
and burnt all the houfes en both 
fides of the river, and deftroyed their 
com, Sec, judging that the par- 
ty he had defeated would immedi* 
atcly proceed to their camp, anil ap- 
prise them of his approach, and hav- 
ing made an appointment to meet 
Colonels Neel and Thomas at Sugar 
Town, the Colonel, after leaving * 
party to bury the dead, and take car? 
of the wounded; returned to his camp* 
Next day, In confluence of this ap- 
pointment, the whole army proceeded 
to the neighbourhood of Keowee^ 
where they encamped ; and on tS$ 
4th, a party of 400 men was fent :o 
burn that town and Sugar Towjj, 
which they effected. They found 
only an old lame Indian, who in- 
formed them, that the others had left 
the towns four days before, on a white 
man '3 telling them a large army was 
at Peril's, which probably may be 
Col. Ned and Thomas's party. He 
would not tell where the Indiana 
were gone to. 

On the 6th, the Colonel marched 
at the head of 650 men after the ene- 
my, being fully determined to cany 
fire and fword throughout their opttn* 
try. 

Soutr-Cakvlina. . 
At an adjournment of &k &*rt*f&m~l 
fdlfejfions of the peace, oyer dnfter^l 
miner ', ajfize and generjU goal deli- ' 
very, held at CharleftoWq, far tkk 
dtfria of Chzrldtewn, <m fwfi&\ 




ffik* 
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few o/J&\&fo%ff l jfoy$X t Cara- 

bhmotjon of Mr. Attorney G 9* 
rieral, ordere^i, That the charge cfhls 
Tioftour/the chief jujSce,. delivered ^p 
thejgtand jury, be puhliflied, toge- 
ther with their prefentmtnts. 
r ^ By order of the court, 

JOHN CoLCOCK* C. ,C> S» 

" ; fThe Charge to the Grand Jury. 
Gentlemen of the Grand Jury^ 

When by evil machinations ten* 
dSng to nothing lefs than abfolute 
tyranny, trials by jury haye been 
discontinued ;_ and juries in di£- 
charge of their duty have affembled, 
as toon met as ftlently and ar- 
feitrarily'difmi/Ted without being em- 
pannelled,, whereby in contempt of 
Magria "Charta, juftice. has been 
delayed and denied: It cannot 
but afford to every good citizen, 
the moil $ncere fatfcfa&ion, once 
more to fee juries, as they now are, 
legally impannelled, to the end that 
the .laws may be duly adminiAered. 
I do rnoft heartily congratulate you 
upon fo important an event. 

In this court, where filence has but 
too long prefided, with a direct pur- 
pbfe to' loofen the bands of govern- 
ment, that this country might be in- 
volved in anarchy andconfufion ; you 
auVnow met to regulate your verdicls> 
under a new conftitution of govern- 
ment, independent of royal authority. 
'A ctinftitution which arofe according 
to the great law of nature and of na* 
dons' : and which was eflablifhed in 
the 1 lite Congress on the 26 th day of 
March laft ; a day that will be ever 
memorable in this country ; a month, 
retherkableln ourhiftory, for having 
giVenb&th to the original conftitu- 
tion of? Our government* in the year 
i665; r for^eing^the^Eraofthe Ame- ( 
riean cfclairtities by the ftamp aft in' 
tnVVear/ i'765 j t Jor. being the date 
©£?& 'repeal of tha$ act in the follow- 
ing far t : and for the conclufion of 
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the famous fiegeof Bbfton, whenthie 
American army ^compelled General 
Hpwe, a General of *ne firft reputai- 
tjon in the Bmifh fervke^ with the 
largeftj. belt difciplined, and hei pvet- 
vided army in that; fervice, fupported 
by a formidable fleet, fo precipitately 
to abandon the moil impregnable fcuv 
tifications in America, as; that he left 
behind him a great part of the bed- 
ding, military ftores, and cannon of 
the army; and for fo many impor* 
tant events is the month of March 
remarkable in our annals. But I pro 
eeed to lay before yoo the principal 
caufcs leading to the late revolution 
of our government ; the law upon the 
point, and the benefits refuking front 
that happy and neceflary eftablifh* 
ment. . The importance of the trans- 
action deferves fuch a flate ; the oc- 
caiion demands, and our future wel- 
fare requires it. To do this may take 
up fame little time ; but the fubjeft 
is of the higheft moment, and worthy 
of your particular attention ; I will 
therefore confine my difcourfe to that 
great point; and after charging you 
to attend to the due obfervance of the 
jury law, and the patrol and negro 
acts, forbearing to mention the other" 
common duties of a grand jury, I 
will expound to you the conftitution of 
your country. 

The hpufe of Brunfwick was yet * 
fcarcely fettled in the Britifh throne,* 
to which it had been called by a free 
people, when in the year 17 19, our^ 
anceftors in this country finding that 
the government of theMords proprie- ' 
tors operated to their ruin, exercifed- 
the rights tranfmitted to . them by 
their forefathers of England ; and 
calling off the proprietary authority, 
called upon the houfe of Brunfwick to 
rule, over them — a houfe elevated to 
royal dominion, for no other purpofe 
than to preferve to a people, their un- 
alienable rights. The king accepted 
the invitation : and thereby indifpu^ 
T t z tabjy 
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tably admitted the legality if that 
.revolution* And, ' in fo doing, by 
his own aft, he veiled* in thofe oiir 
forefathers, and in us tfieir poflerity, 
a clear tight" to effect another revolu- 
tion, if ever the government of thle 
fcoufe of Brunfwick ihould operate 'to 
"the ruin of the people. So the excel- 
lent Roman emperor Trajan, deliver- 
ed a (word to Saburanus* h-s captain 
ofthe Praetorian guard, with this ad- 
mired fentence. f Receive tnisftoord; 
and ufe it to defend me if I goverh 
well,."' but, againft me, iff be- 
have ill/ ; " % : ; ■ ; ; 

With joyfuj acclamations; oW an- 
iceftors by aft of afFembly paned on the 
'j8th day of Auguft 1721, recog- 
nized the Bntiih monarch: the vir- 
tues of the Jecond George are itill re- 
vered among us— he, was the father 
of his people: and it' was with extacy 
we faw his grandfon George the Thirl). 
'mount the throne" pOflefTed of the 
■hearts of his fubjetts. 

But alas! Almoft with the com- 
mencement of his reign, his fubje&s 
felt caufes tocomplain of government. 
The reign advanced— the grievances 
became more numerous ana intoler- 
able—the complaints more general 
and loud — the whole empire refunded 
.with the cries of injured* fobjefts ! At 
length, grievances being unrecirefTed 
and ever increaiing; all patience be- 
ing borne down ; all hope deftroyed ; 
all confidence in royal government 
Mailed !— Behold ! the empire is rent 
'from pole to pole! perhaps' to con- 
tinue afunder for ever! 

The catalogue of our oppreflions, 
'continental and local,'is enormous. 
'Cf ftich* oppreflions, I will mention 
only fome ofthe moll welgjhty;^ 

Under colour of law, the/u**and 
parliament of Great Britain have made 
the moft arbitrary attempts to enilave 
'America. : ~ 

By claiming a right to bind th6 
colonies, in all cafes whatsoever. 



By laying, dutiei at their mere wiH 
and pleifure, upon all the cdtbnies 1 .- * 

£y fufbepding the legiflature' ' of 
^ew-¥5rkV ' ,' 'V*' ,; ' ; / 

By rendering' the American _ "char- 
ters of no' validity, " having ahnulle^ 
the 'mSft material parti of &e charter 
ofthe Mijiachufetfs tBayl / ' \' '"' 
,_ By djvefting multitudes of 'the co^r 
loriifts oftneir property, whhputUgaJ 
accufatioh^'or trial. ^ 

py depriving whole colonies efrthe 
bounty of providence on the^f own 
prbper" cbafts f in ortfer W'.coercj* 
them by' famine.- 

Byreflri&ing the trade a^corn^ 
'merce of America. , '.'*'* ' 

By lending toj arid cdntijiuing .in 
America,, 'in time of peace," an armed 
force without, and againft tfie eonfenjt 
of the people. * * " , . . ' "* 

By granting impuni^to'atoldiery 
infligated to murder* the ^mencans/. 

By declaring, that the people of 
Maflachufetts' f$ay are liable- for' oi- 
fences, or pretended offences domria 
that Colony, to be feht to, and triey 
for the', fame in England, or in any 
colony, where they cannot have the 
benefit of a jury of the vicinage." ? 

Byeflablifhing in Quebec the IjLo- 
man Catholic religion, aa^ an ax* 
titrary government ; Jnftcad oT tfj^ 
Proteftarik religion and a free govern- 
ment. 

Arid, ihiis America faw it de> 
montf rated, that no faith ought to be 
put in a f&kdl proclamation ; for 
'I muft obferve to you, that in the 
year 1 763 j by fuch a proclamation 
people were invited to iehle in Ca- 
nada; and were aiTured of k legiflative 
reprefehtation, the benefit of the 
common law of England, and a free 
government. It ;s a misfortune to 
the puplick, that this is not the only 
inllance of the ineificacy of a T&fAJC 
proclamation: however having givca 
you one inftance of a failure oiyitfA^C 
iaithin the northern extremity of this 

abufed 
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a bufed^ continent, letitfuffice, thct 1 
dirctf your attention to rife fauthern 
t '\N-fmity ; refpecYmg which , the 
fime particulars, were In the Ci 
m aim er proml fed j bu L f h e decci v ed 
inhatnpmts'of St.' Auguiline, are left, 
by thtjr grand jury, iji vain to eoin- 
plmh and lament to the workl, and 
yet*fcarcely permitted to exercife *ven 
that privilege dlJKnWiKmg the jni- 
fepiblcV that rm^SaiJi i^ not kept 
with thern ? 

The proceed m'gs which X have 
enumerated^ either immediately or in 
their evident confequences, deeply 
aifeclcd all ;'|bc colonies ; i*mn itared 
them in the face. They united their 
councils, and laid their juft complaints 
before the thrpne 4 praying a red re Is 
of grievances. Bur, to'their aftoniuV 
men, their dutiful petition, for peace 
and fafety, w^ anfwcredj only by an 
a cilia 1 commencement of" war and mi- 
litary deitruftion! 

In the ftiean time, the'B'riufh troops 
tha.1 Ji ad It n peaceably received by 
the devoted inhabiun ts of Bollon t r;s 
the troops of their fovcreign bound to 
protect t hem , for ti fi e d ' j Hat tow, n , to 
imprtfbn the inhabitants* and tu hold 
that capital again it the people to 
whom it "belonged; and the Eijuili 
fillers having determined tg appeal 
from rcafon and juftice, to violence 
;md arm Sj a felcft body of thofe 
troops, being in the night fudderdy 
and privately rmrcbed from Boftpji ; 
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Thus forceel to take unarms In o*;r 
own defence, AmeriCiVyei: again moft 
dutifully petitioned the king that he 
would ' * be pleafed to direct fonts 
mude, by \vf;ic!i the united appli- 
of his faith Ad colonUta to 
the throne* in preferice of their 
common co ui VclJ s» m igli t bel mpro ved 
into a happy and permanent re- 
conciliation ; and that in the mean 
time, meafuies might be taken for 
preventing the fmthcr deftruffiop 
of the Jives of his majeltyV Yubr 
Jq&s;* — But* it was in vain 1— The 
petition, on tha part of jiuIlJojia, 
■ praying thai t}je efFuiion, of blood 
might be Jinycd/ was. not. thoni-lu 
worthy t>f ', an anfwer ;. the nefarious 
war continued. The ruins' of Charles- 
town, Falmouth and Norfolk, towns 
not conducted for offence or defence, 
mark the hunune rjrogrefs of the 
royal arms: fo the ruins yf Carthage, 
Corinth and N urn antrum proclaimed 
to th c wo; Id, tlvat j uflke was cupelled 
the Roman fen ate £ — Gn the other 
Ji;,i!^ t the fortitude with which Amc- 
endured thefe civil find tnili- 
tary outrages; the union of Ik 
pie, as aftomfhing as unpn, 
when we confid^r their various ovan,- 
ners mid religious tenets ; their dlf- 
tance ftom each other; their various 
Rnd claftUJig local Interefts; their felf 
denial ; and their miraculous fucccfViii 
thcpiofecutioo oithe war: I fay, thefe 

things all demon/irate that the lord 

' i * 



at Lexington t on the loth day of ofhofts is on our fide! So it is app** 
April 177c, they by furpriae drew the rent,, that the almighty condruttoc 



jword of civil war, and plunged it 
into the recalls of the Americans t 
^Againil this }«3rri,d mjuilicc, the Al 
mighty gave irdtant judgment ; An 
jwmiful of country militia, badly 
armed* fuddenjy collecivd, and on- 
c^nn^lcdly and irregularly brought 
up to repel the attack, difcomiiied 
the rtfgukr b*tndi ^ th<r/ retreated 
yud ti';ilit £avi:d Uicm from tutal 
llaagh 



of the umverfe, having formed this 
continent of mateiiab to compofe a 
flate pre-eminent in the world, is now 
making tifi of tne tyraury of the 
BritiUi rttlers, as an inlUument to 
failiion and arrange thoft- muU^laLfor 
the end for which, in Ids wifdbjji, he 
had formed them* 

In this enlightened age, humanity 
mull be particularly (hocked at a re- 
cital of iuch violence ; and it ( u 

icarce 
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fcarce to be believed, that the Britiih 
tyranny could entertain nn idea of 
proceeding againit. America, by a 
train of more dilhonourable machw 
nations* But nothing Jcfs than ab- 
solute proof has convinced us, that In 
the carrying on the eonfptracy againil 
tht rights of humanity, the tyranny 
11 capable of attempting to perpe- 
trette whatever U infamous, 

For the little purpofe ofdifarming 
the imprifoDrd inhabitant^ of Bofton, 
the^ri&**General£Afe^ in the 
face of day , violated the public faith, 
by hicifclf plighted ; and in concert 
with other governors, and with John 
Stuart, he made every attempt to in- 
ftigatc the favage nation? to war upon 
tke font hern colonics, indifcriml- 
nately to mailacrc man, woman, and 
chlii The governors in general 
have demon ftratcd, that truth Is not 
in th?m ; they have inveigled negroes 
from, and have armed them again ft 
their matters ; they have armed bro- 
ther againil brother, fon again ft fa- 
ther \ Oh Almighty director $f the 
universe ! Whzi confidence can be 
put in a government riding by fuch 
engines, and upon fuch principles of 
unnatural delimit ion ! A govern ment 4 
that on the sift day or December 
Jail, made a law, re pojt fatle^ to justi- 
fy what had been done, not only 
without law, but in its nature unjult ! 
a law 10 make priae of all vciTels 
trading in 3 to, or from the United 
CcIotucs ; a law to make fluves of 
the crews of fuch vefleh, and to com- 
pel them to bear arms againit ihcir 
conference, thttr fathers, their bleed- 
ing country ! The world, fo old as 
it i% heretofore had never heard of 
fo attrodotis a procedure. It has no 
parallel in the regiilers of ryraony.— 
Bat tn proceed, 

The Xing'; judges in this country 
refrfed to aaminiAtr juftice j and the 
late Covew* 

1 r hav* 



ing endeavoured to fubvert the con- 
llitution of this country, by breafcin j 
the original contract between King 
andjieople, attacking the people by 
fojrce of arms : having violated ihe 
fundamental laws 1 having earned 
<££ the ^reat feal, and having with- 
drawn ffimfelfouc of this colony, lie 
abdicated the government, 

OppreiTed by a variety of enor- 
mous injuries, continental and to* 
cal, civil and military j and by divers 
other arbitrary, and illegal courfes ; 
all done and perpetrated by the 
afTent, comraan^, or fufferanee ofMe- 
Xt^£J*&W^&*hhc represen- 
tatives of South Carolina in Congrefi 
aflembled, found themfelves under an 
unavoidable nccefliry of eftablifhing a 
form of government^ with powers k- 
giflative, executive and judicial, for 
the good of the people ; the origin 
and great end of all juH govern- 
ment, for this only end, the Hoofe 
of Erunfwick wai called to rule over 
us. Oh I agonizing reflection ! that 
houfe ruled us with fwords, fire and 
bayonets ! The Brlttih government 
Operated only ro our deftructi on. Ka- ; 
ture cries aloud, felf-prefervatioji is 
the great law. We have but obeyed* ; 

U I turn my thoughts to recollect » 
in hiflory, a change of government , 
upon more cogent reafons ; I fay t I 
know of no change upon principle* fo > 
provoking — compelling — juilifiaole. t 
And in thefe refpedb, even the * 
famous revolution in England in the 
year 16SS, is much interior, — How- > 
ever, we need no better authority I 
than that ijlujbious precedent; and 1 
I wUl therefore compare the carafe* of, 
and the law upon the two events. » 

On the 7th of February, i68£, & 
the Lords and Commons of England in & 
convention, compleated the follow- t 
ing refolution* 

* Rcfolved, that King James the v 
fccoad J±4ti#g ahdtii,\im^*wi Mkiighm^' 
the conflitution of the kingdom, hy 
breaking the original contract be- 

tweej| 
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ttWWtSiuyaad paoffe", and, by the 
advice of Jefuits^and other wicked per- 
!on5» having violated the fundamen- 
tal laws; and having Withdrawn 
himftlf out of this kingdom $ has ab- 
dicated the government, and that the 
throne is thereby vacant ." 
V That famous refolution, deprived 
James of his crown; and became the 
foundation on which the throne of 
the prefent King of Great Britain is 
built— it alfo fupports the edifice of 
government which we have erected. 
- In that refolve there are but three 
fa£ts : ftated to have been done by 
J4mes: I will point them out and 
examJLnej whether thofe fa£b will ap 



inanner, than* the jfame .wijs 8?Wfp4 
by parliament. 



• 6y railing and keeplhg^a ftahdins 
army within this kingdom, in tlopge of 
peace, without confent of paijiamentji 
and quartering foldiers contrary. 4*% 
law. , , """"•',< * 

*'By caufing feveral good fubje&s* 
being 1 Proteftants, to l>e difermed, afc 
the fame time when Papiis were both 
armed and employed contrary to* 
law. .'* ' ■< 

* By violating the. freedom .of elec-* 
don of members to^ferye in, parlia^ 
ment. . 

By profecution in thf .court of 

cauuww| wu^wjw ul ^iF **a«> ^"i *p-j King's Bench, for matters^ and caufes- 

jfafcJVB'X**** V/t fifi+6:******/ cognizable only in parliament y and 

with regard to the operations by divers other arbitrary and illegal 



of government, 

immediately or by confequence 
aJFefting this colony. 

The firfl fa&Is, the having endea- 
voured to Subvert the constitution of 
the kingdom, by breaking the ori- 
ginal contract. 

. ,The violation of the fundamental 
Tajws is the fecund fact ; and in fupport 
of thefe two charges* the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
aJJfcmbled at Wcflminfter, on the 1 2th 
day of February, 1 68 8, declared that 
James was guilty : 

r By aftuming and exercHingapower 
of dUpenfing with, and fufpending of 
laws, and the execution of laws with- 
out confent of parliament. 

* By commhtirig arid profecudng 
divers worthy prelates, for humbly pe- 
titioning to be excufed from concur- 
ring to the faid affumed power. 

c By ifluing and caufing to "be exe- 
cuted, a commifikm, under the great 
feal, lor erecting a court, called the 
Court of Commiffioners for Ecclefi- 
ailical Caufes. 

* By levying money for and to the 
ufe of the crown, by pretence of pre- 
rogative, for other time, and in other 



courfes 

This declaration, thus containing 
two points of criminality, breach o£ t 
the original conxracl^ and violation of - 
fundamental laws — lam todiftinguiflr*, 
one from the other. , . 

In the firfl place, then, it- is laid - 
down fa the belt law authorities, 
that protection and fubjection are . 
reciprocal ; and that thefe reciprocal, 
duties form the original contract be- 
tween King and people. It therefore 
follows, that the original contract ' 
was broken by James's fonducVas- - 
above ftated, which amounted tp %u 
not affording due prote&iqa tp hs _ 
people. And, it is as clear, that he * 
violated the fundamental Jaws, by the > 
fufpending of laws, and tfae execution r 
of laws ; oy levying money j by vio* 
lating the freedom of election of mem*, 
bers tp ferve in parliament ; by keep* - ; 
ing a (landing army in time of peace; v 
and by quartering foldiers^ontrary to -n 
law, and without confent of parlia-, -j 
ment; which is as much as, to fay that • 
he did thofe things without thexconv 
fent of the legislature afletably cho&Jt: *~ 
by the perfonal election of that people, ■. 
over whom fuch doings were exercised. 

Thefe 
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feotfle i and that/c made ufe bf the carrying off the gfart feai, and 

moft violent meafiires by which it inftructions to governors, and 

coujbd be done* Violences, of which r — J — - 1 *- - — r L - 
' James wis £ufltte6« Meafures, car- 
rying conflagration, maf&cre and open 

war aroidft a people* whofe fubjedhoa 

to/^/^^-f'/ Great Britain, the „ 

law holds to oe due, only as a retain . Jajjea ' 3l 

for protection. And fo tenacious ~ d **' " "" 

and clear is the law upon this 

very principle, that it is laid down, 

fubje&on is not due even to a Xing 

de jure or of right, iinlefs he bt alio 

King dtfaffo, or in poffeffion of the 

■Executive powers difptfnfing protdt* 

tkm. 

Again, The third fact charged 

againft James is, that he withdrew 

himfelfout of the kingddm ; and we 
, know that the people of this country „ , t 

have declared, that Lor(L r 1f'?j! of the fimilar injuries done by the laft i 
&M*/*»€/& $m:tfj**j*f*+** h ' u and I am happy that I can give yotf 



^ 



for and on the part of his princif 
by every conftru#ion of few* t] 
conduct^became the cdndttet dt his 
-/** * and^/fhusi James the 
Se^oni withdrew tmt of England ; 
^ » - 3i withdrew out 

6f South Caroriria' ; find by fuch a 
conduct refpectively, the people in 
each Country were exactly in the fame 
degree injured. 

The three facts againft Xing Tames 
being thus Hated and coigkparei with 
fimilar proceedings n | , 

w* are now to afcertaih t%e refult of 
the injuries done by thefirft, and the 
law uot>n that point ; which, being 
afcertained, matt naturally conftitutei 
the judgment in law, upon the refill* 



having ufe*d his 
titmoft efforts to deftroy the lives, li- 
berties, and properties of the godd 
people here, whoni by the duty of 

> his ftation h* was bound to protect, 
withdrew himfelf out of the colony* 
Hence it will appear, that/** /<-jf 

£:*&* hath withdrawn himfelf on'tof 
this colony, provided it be eftablifhed, 
that exactly the fame natural confe- 
quences refulted from the withdraw- 1 
ing in each cafe . respectively : Kin 
James perfonally out of England, an 

agency 



the beft authority upon this important 
point. 

Treating upon this grtfat precedent 
in conftitutional law, the learned 
Judge Blackftone declares, that the 
refult of the fads * amounted to an 

* abdication of the government, which 

* abdication, dicl not affect only the 

* perfon of the King himfelf, but alfo 

* all his heirs ; and rendered the 

* throne absolutely and completely va- 

* cant.' Thus it clearly appears, that! 
the government was not abdicated, 

t6- out of ^^^l^^i/^y tfc* ; an d the throne vacated by the re- 
of his fublHtute * . ^/%/j^«blutioh of the Lords and Commons; 

but, that the refolution was only de- 
claratory of the law of nature and rea* 
fon, upon the refult of the injuries 
proceeding from the three combined 
facts of mal-adminiflration. And 
thus, as I have on the foot of the 
beft authorities made it evident, that 



By King James's withdrawing, the 
executive magiftrate was gone, there- 
by, in the eye of the law, the exe- 
cutive magiftrate was dead, and of 
consequence royal governmen^a&uall 
ceafed in England, fo by 



'&*m*jkV*4$ withdrawing, the execri- /Ac A -fj 4 : fl 



tive magiftrate was gone, the death 
, in law became apparent, and of con- 
fluence royal government actually 
ceafed in this colony. Lord William 
-withdrew as the King's reprefeatadye, 



has endeavoured^ to fubvert 
the conftkutioh of the country, by 
breaking dieoriginal contract between 
/4f M.P7*0fi£hy the advice ^f 
wicked perfons has violated the fun- 
U u damental 
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*jdamental laws; and has withdrawn the Governor behaved ill, we could 
ihniclf . by withdrawing the conifcitu- jnot by any 'peaceable, means ( procoift 

" tibnad benefits of.4(e,^** ,roirA ^ ,.r«idrefe. But under our prefect happy 
.and his protection .out ofxhis country : . conftitution, our .exjpcuttve magiftf ate 
from mth a remit of injuries,: from . arifes according to the fpirit and letter 
ftich a conjuncture of circumftances, "of holy writ— their governors jhall f&o- 
thelaw of the. land authorifes me to , iced from the Mft of ibem* Thus, 
declare, and it is my duty boldly to the people have an opportunity of 
.declare the law, chat*5Ct^*4/C£-A*chuung a man intimately acquainted 

' Abdicated the government, and that with their true interefts, their genius, 

ahd that and their laws ; . a man perfectly dif- 
ftie -. that is, pofed to defend then* againfl arbi- 

.* he has no authority over us, and we trary miniflers ; and to promote the 



5r*fcno obedience toA*****.* — The 
fc$iA#sM*0u4btfL\rcd,dy have pre- 
sented a charge of min4 to the notice 
of the Lords and Commons in par- 
liament ; and I am nothing loath, tnat 
they take equal refentment again this 
charge. For, fupported by the fun- 
damental laws of the conftftution ; 
and engaged as I am in the caufe of 
virtue— 1 fear no confequence from 
their machinations. 

Thus having ftated the principal 
cau fes of our Jail revolution, it is as 
dear as tjie fun in meridian, that 
injured the 



happinefs of that 'people from among 
whom he was elevated ; and by 
whom, without the leaft difficulty, He 
may be removed and *bknded in the 
common mafs :*" 

Again, under the Britifli, it was in 
effect declared, that we had no pro- 
perty ; nay, that we could not pouefs 
any ; and that we had noCany of the 
rights of humanity. For men' who 
knew us not, men who gained in pro- 
portion as we loll, arrogated to them- 
felves a right, to bind us in all cafes 
whntfeever ; but our confutation is 
calculated to free us from foreign 



Americans, at leaft as grievoufly as ' bondage ; to fecure to us our pro* 
James the Second injured the people - pexty ; to maintain to us the righb 
of England ; but that James did not of humanity ; and to defend us and 
opprejs them in fo criminal a manner \ our poiterity againft Britifh authority, 
OjUCOi has opprefTcd the Ameri- aiming to reduce us to the moft a&» 
cans. Having alfo-flated the law on ject flavery I 



the cafe, I am naturally led to point 
' out to you, fome of the great benefits 
refultirg from that revolution. 

In one word then, you have a form 
of government in every fefpecY pre- 
ferable to the mode under the Britifh 
authority : and this will moft clearly 
appear by con trailing the two forms 
of government. 

Under the Britifh authority, gover- 
nors were fent over to us, who were 
ptterly unacquainted with our local 
interefis, genius of the people, and 
pur laws ; generally, , they were but 
too much,difpoTed to obey the man- 
dates of an arbitrary miniiler j and if 



Again, the Britifh authority de- 
dared, that we fhould not ere& flit*. 
ting mills, and to this unjuft law we 
implicitly and refpe&fully fubmitted 
fo long, as with fatety to our-lives we 
could yield obedience to fuch authori* 
ty, but a reiblution of congrefs now 
grants a premium to encourage the 
construction of fuch mills. The Bri- 
tith authority difcouraged our attempt- 
ing to manufacture for our own 
confumption, bur, the new cotiftinte 
tion, by authorifing the dilburfement 
of large fums of money by way of 
lo^n, or premium, encourages thf 
making of iron, bar ftcel, nafl-n)ds, 

gu4 
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Upn, locks, gun-barrels, fulphur, 
fiittc, gunrpow<kr t .lead, woollens, 
xotrons, linens, paperrand fair. 
; Upon the whole 9tJ it has been the 
policy of the Britifh Authority to ,obr 
Jige us to fuppiy our wants at their 
market, which is the deareft in the 
known world; and toe/arap and confine 
our trade fo as to be fubfervient tp 
their commerce, our real interefts be? 
ing^ever out of the queftion. On the 
other hand, the new conftkution is 
wifely adapted to enable us to trade 
with foreign nation, and thereby to 
.fupply our wants at the cheapeft 
markets in the univerfe; to extend 
pur trade ^finitely beyond what ithas 
ever been known ; tp encourage ma- 
nufactures among us ; and it is pe- 
culiarly formed to promote the hap- 
pinefs of the people, from among 
whom by virtue and merit, the 
poorefl man may arrive at the higheft 
Signity. Qh Carolinians! happy 
would you be under this new conftjtu- 
^on, if you knew your happy ftate. . 

Pofleffed of a conftitution of go r 
yernment,. founded on fo generous, 
equal and natural a principle, go T 
vernment e^cprefly calculated to make 
the people rich, powerful, virtuous 
and happy, w}io can wifh to change 
it, to return un<jer a government; 
the vital t>rinciples of which are the 
reverfe in every particular ! It was 
my duty to lay tjiis happy conftitution 
before you, in its. genuine light; it is 
your duty to underfland, to inftruft 
others, and to defen4 it. 

I might here with propriety quit 
this truly, important fubject., but, my 
aiixiety for the public weal, compels 
me to detain your attention, while I 
make an obfervatipn or two, upon one 
particular part of the conftitution. 
'. . When all the various attempts to 
enflave America, by fraud, under 
guile of Jaw ; by military threats i by 
Famine ; rn,afTacre ; breach of public 
faith, and open war ; I fay, when 



9 ' >.... .,.r. .,.•■..• !.♦-;..* 

thefe things are conferred on theone 
hand ; and on the: other, the confti- 
tution, exprefling that. fbme .mode of 
government mould be . eftablifhed, 
' until an accommodation of the un- 

* happy differences between Greafc- 
/ Britain and America can be ob- 
' tained, an event which, though 

* traduced and treated as rebels, we 

* ftill ardently defire :' I fay, when 
thefe two points are contracted, we 
avoid revering the magnanimity of 
that great couucil of the flare, who 
after fuch injuries, could entertain 
fuch a principle ! But the virtuous are 
ever generous ; we do not wifh re- 
venge ; we earneftly wifh an accom^ 
modation of our unhappy difputes 
with Great-Britain ; for, we, prefer 
peace to war. , Nay, there may be 
even fuch an accommodation, as' ex- 
cluding every idea of revenue by tax r 
ation or {luty, or of legiflation, by aft 
of parliament, may yen; the King of 
preat JJritain with fuch a limited do- 
minion over us, as may tend, bona 

jidc t to promote our true commercial 
interefls,. and to fecure our freedont 
and fafety ; the only juft ends of any 
dominion. But, while J declare thus 
much on the one fide, pn the other, it 
js my duty alfo to declare, that in my 
opnion, our true commercial interefls 
cannot be provided for, but by fuch a 
material alteration of the Britifh a£ls 
of navigation, as, according to the 
refolve of the Hon. the Continental 
Congrefs, will * fecure the commer- 
' cial advantages of the whole empire 
f to the mother coun.try, and the 

* commercial benefits of its refpective 

* members.' And, that our liberties 
and fafety cannot be depended upon, 
if the King of Great Britain mould be 
allowed to hold our forts andcannon ; 
or to have authority over a fingle re? 
giment in America, or a fingle Quo 
of war in our ports ;; for. if he hokfs 
our forts, he may turnthenxagainft usj 
as he di<l Bofton againft her proprie- 
ty u 2 tors, 
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bours in thfs <fjviiie Work, is tb nefofc 



lyill effe&ualTy djfcrm the colony ; if 
jic fras 'a command of troops ampnfc 
tis, eyenjf we rajfc and pay them, 
ihackles ,kre 'fixed upon us— witnefc 
Jreland and her national army. The 
fnoft exprefs a# of parliament cannot 
give us frcurity ; tor afts of parlia- 
ment are ns eafily repealed as made\ 
fcoyal proclamations are not to be de- 
pended upon— witnefi the difkppoint- 
ments of tKe inhabitants of Quebec 
jind St. Augttffine. Even a change 
"of miniftry will not avail ns; becaufe, 



to be a great, ii ff«V a pious, aisd ; ^ 
h$ppy people ! ; 

And now having lefttfce important 
alternative, political happiirds of 
wretcbednefs, tinder God, in a 1 great 
degree }n your own hands ; I pray the 
Tupreme arbiter 6f the affairs of 8nen ? 
ib to direeT your judgement, as that 
you may a& agreeable to what Teems 
to be his will, revealed in his mi- 
raculous works in behalf of Americ*, 
bleeding at the alta* of liberty ! 



ftotwi'th Handing the rapid fucceffien 8mh-Carolina y GbatleJto<tm-diftH&J 
of minifters, for which the'Brijim At* a court of General Sejfiow oftfye 



Britfth 
court has been famouatluring the pit- 
lent reign, yet the fame ruinous dot 
licy ever cpntinued. to prevail agamfi: 
'.America, Jri fhort, I think it my 
duty to declare, In the awftl Teat of 
juftice, and before Almighty God, 
that in my opinion, the Americans 
can have no frfety but by the divine 
favour, their own virtue, and their 
■Jjeing fo prudent, as not to leave it in 
the power pf the Britifh rulers to in- 
jure diem. IndteJ, the ruinous and 
fceadly injuries received on our fide j 
and the jeakmfies entertained, and 
which, in the' nature of things, muft 
daily encreafe againft us on the other ; 
demonftrate to a mind in the leaft 
given to reflection, upon the rife and 
fall of empires, that true reconcHe- 
jnentnevet can exift between Great 
Urijain and America, the latter being 
in fubjection to the former. The 
Almighty created America to be in- 
dependent of Britain— JL.et us beware 
of the fmpiety of being backward to 
a& as ijjftrunients in the Almii L ^- 



Peace> oyer and terminer* affix * 
general gaol de&very, begun to 
holden in> and for the dijhict of 
CharltftonXm^ at Cherhfionun in tBe 
folony aferefaid, en Tuejday tbt i$d 
day of Upfil, in the year cf&ar Jidrd 
1776 
The prefentments of the Grand Jury 
for the faid dfcbict. * 
J. Fully fenfible and thoroughly 
convinced, that to live hi a focaety 
without laws or a proper execution of 
them, toreftrain die licentious nature* 
of mankind, is the greateft mifcry 
that can befal a people, and muft ren- 
der anv hody of men in fuch* situa- 
tion, but Jutte fuperlof to a herd of 
brutes; and being no left fennblo 
that it was fhe fcfcemeofa corrupt 
nefarious adminiftration Sn Great 
Britain to reduce the good people of 
this colony to that wietched'fituation^ 
from a want of officers to execute the 
laws, thofe whom they had appointed 
havingrefufed to aft in their mpeelive 
Nations, that through the evil effects 



han4, now extended to accompHmhis of anarchy and ccmftiftm, the people 
purpofe : and by the completion of might become an eafv prey to the 



Which alone, America, in tfcie nature 
bf human affairs, can be fecurc againft 
• the craft and infidious defigns ef her 
enemies, who t 1 ink her profptrity and 
j^owei' dready by fir too great. In 
k fyofd, our piety and poKfical fcfcty 



crtfel defignsof fteir inud&us enemies ; 
whjle we lament the neaiffity which 
has obliged the people tOTfcfmne into 
their hands, thofe powers of govern- 
ment which were Origin^ deriveii 
from themjfelves % the ytovbQkx{ of 
■' ■ ' ' - * " thofis 
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tfiof© rights whic]i God alone has duration of the^r pawex, p* m tfcfif 



given them, as efleiulol to their hap- 
pmejs ; we cannot tjut ex pre f* pur 
nioft unfeigned joy in the happy con? 
ftitotion or government now eitabli fri- 
ed in this colony, which prom ties every 
bleumg to its inhabitants which a peo- 
ple endued with virtue* and a jull re- 
gard to the rights of mankind* could 
deilre. With gratitude W the divine 
ruler of human events, and with the 
moil pleaiing expectation of happinefs 
from a conftitution fo wife in its nature, 
;uirl virtuous in its ends, being found- 
ed on the ftri£telt principles of juftiee 
pnd humanity, and confutent with 
every privilege incident to the dignity 
cf a rational Joeing ; we cannot bu: 
deck re we think every oppoiition to 
its operations, or difregard to its au- 
thority* the fouleft criminality a mor- 
tal can be guilty of, highly ofFenfive 
to the eyes of God and of all juft 
jnen, and defervjng the mod exem- 
plary pumfiiment. 

We cannot but deplore the unhap- 
py fituation of any few amongft all 
the people of this colony, ulu\, 
through an ignorance of their true 
intcreus and jail rights, and from 
a want of proper information of the 
real truth, may be mjfled by the ar~ 
tirke and cunning of their falfe and 
defigning enemies, from a red fenfe 
of thole benefits which our preient 
conilitution has fo amply provided 
for: benefits which are not confined 
or limited to any ranks or degrees of 
men in particular, but generally, 
equally and indiscriminately extend- 
ing to all, from the rieheft to the 
poorer!, and which time and a little 
patient experience muifc foon evince. 

Every good citizen rauft be happy 
in the confideraiton of the choice of 
ihofc officers, appointed in the ad- 
imraftranon of our prefcnt govern- 
ment • as well ia the impartial mode 
of an appointment an hag from the 
pecple ihcrafeiye*, and the limited 



perfonai characters as men,, juftly be- 
loved and revered by their country^ 
and whole merits and virtues entitle 
them to every pre-eminence,. 

Fi lied wi t h t he i~e kn ri m en ts , ant- 
ing from mature deliberation^ an 4 the 
moft impartial enquiry, we muil fur- 
ther declare, that bleffings fuck as 
t h efe we have b e rore e u u in er ate4 » are 
too ineftimable to be loft; and that 
nothing in nature can repay the leali 
violation of them ; and although an 
accommodation with the power which 
attempts to deftroy them, may be 
highJy worthy of attention, and upoa 
principles truly honourable, of ob- 
tain ing ; yet we think ic a facred 
dutv incumbent on every citizen, to 
maintain and defend with his life arid 
fortune, what is given and entruiled 
to him by the hand of provide nee* 
not for his own good only, but for the 
iaiiing happinefs of posterity ; a trufr, 
which no law can ever annul, which 
is the grand .principle of exiftenee, and 
the fource of every facial virtue. 

II* We prefem as a grievance In- 
tolerable to the jpirit of the people, 
born and nurtured in the arms of .free- 
dom, and (though ever fubmiffivc $n 
the jull mandates of legal authority) 
holding every oppreflkmas deteilable ; 
the unjuft, cruel, and diabolical a£b 
of the Britifh parliament, not onW de- 
claring the good people of the United 
Colonics or North America rebels t 
for defending thole invaluable rights* 
which no human power can lawfully 
divert them of, but making all mur- 
ders, rapines, thefts, robberies and 
other inhuman opprcftons, done be- 
fore the pacing of thofe acts, without 
authority* and which were afer jmf- 
ll«g the faid a£U, to be done by the 
Bririm. foreea ;u thele colonies, Jcgal 
;,nd warrantable to the etein 
gr;icc and indelible infamy of a king- 
dom onct renowned for fcer jufticc T 
honour, and humanity ^ Ut now me^n- 
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ly iefee^Iag to Jthat wanton profU* Jers of blaaes ; anjj[ fcayj, to we)fg& 4^t 

fame at a public fcale.' , .,_ ^, q 
Jonathan Scott, foreman,, Ge^gei 
Qoqke, Thomas Jones,, John Lig)vx^ 
wood, Peter keger* Philip Mayer,, 
Ifaac Mazyck, John Owen, JoJift 
Smyth, Jofeph Jenkins, Jofeph . jCp?c^ 
Daniel Leflefne, Lewis put^rque^ 
John Singeltary. 

South Carolina, George-town -diftri 3. r 
jft a court of general fejfiom of \tf>e featf^, 

oyer and terminer, ajjlxe and general^ 
r gaol delivery , hegun to be ho I den in- 

and for the faid diftritl T at Georgia 
'town, in tire colony aforefaidy of$ 

Monday the 6th day. of May, in. 

the year of our Lord 1776. 
The prefentments of the grand jury 
for the faiddiftritt. . 

I. When a people, ever dutiful 
and affeftionate to that fyftem of 
government formed for their happi- 
neis, and under which they long had- 
lived, find that, by the bafenels and 
corruption of their rulers, t^ofe laws 
which were intended as the guardians 
of their facred and unalienable rights, 
are impibufly perverted into iriftru- 
ments ofoppreffion{ and in violation, 
of every fecial compa£t t and the tiei- 
of common juilice, every mea\ns is, 
adopted, by thofe whom they con- 
ftituted to govern and protect them^ 
to enflave and deflroy them : human, 
nature, and the laws of God, juftify, 
their employing thofe means for re^ 
drefs, which felfprefervatlon dictates.,. 
It is with the mod joyful fenfibility ?r - 
we behold this once happy country, 
amidfl all the evil attempts of her 
Britifh enemies to enflave and opprefs 
her, and whilft fhe is involved in all 
the tumults of war, ftill fix that fyftem : 
of peace for which ftie is contending * 
by forming a conititution of govern- 
ment, the mofl equitable anddefirable 
that human imagination could invent* C 
thereby convincing the world* of the 
" juilipi 



gacy which even favages abhor 

III. We prefent as a very great 
grievance, the indulgence allowed to 
all thofe whe are inimical to . the 
liberties of America and the operations 
of the United Colonies amongft us 1 in 
fnffering them to refide here* and be 
admitted to intercourfes dangerous to 
the peace and welfare of this colony. 
" IV. We prefent that the public 
oaths directed by an act of the general, 
affembly, palled fince the forming of 
our prefent conftitution, to be ad- 
miniltered to thofe exercifing publitfc 
offices, trufts and profeflions, are not 
athniniftered tp fuch of the clergy as 
are included in the feme. 

V. We prefent that the times 
at which the feveral parochial epm- 
jkhtees meet or are appointed for 
their meeting, are not made public; 
and we do recommend that they do 
jrablifh the fame in the public papers, 
that all perfons who are defifous of 
obtaining leave to fue for debts, may 
ktrowwhen to apply. 

VI. We prefent as a great griev- 
ance, more particularly at this time, 
the want of due attention to the roads 
and ferries in this colony; many of 
the roads not being fuflrciently wide 
and worked upon agreeable to law, 

. and the ferries in general not having 
boats fufficient to forward paflengers 
upon any emergent occafion. 

VH. We prefent as a grievance 
the too frequent forestalling out of the 
waggonFwning from the back parts 
of the country, the many necefTaries 
of life, by which the good inhabitants 
of this town are obliged to pay moft 
exorbitant prices for the fame* and 
with fubminicn would recommend a 
place to be appointed for the f«le of 
bacon, flour, butter, and other fuch ne- 
ceflaries brought to town in carriages, 
K>pe regulated by the market act. 

'VIII. We prefent the want of a pro- 
per perfoh by law,- to oblige the fel- 
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juftice of her intentions, and her own jutUcfe Mathews; fo^ his .trul 
fcgaid to the rights of mankind. The' 
prefent conftitution of 'government, 
formed by the late congrefs of this 
Colony, promifes- to its inhabitants, 
every nappy effect which can arife 
from fociety.' Equal andjuft in Jhis 
.principles, wife and virtuous in its 
end ; we now fee every hope of future 
/liberty, faTety and happinefs, con- 
firmed to ourfelves and our pofterity, 
and the pofleflion 'of which our own 
virtuous perfeverahcemuft render per- 
petual. Every good citizen will joy- 
Tully exult at thole .confederations, and 
when he finds Kimfejf living in a 
community, . where virtue alone is 
fovereign, where tyranny is banifhed, 
,and every fyftem of ojppreflion held as 
"de'tefeable ; earnelrly endeavouring, 
regardless of every' danger, to fupport 
.thbfe glorious advantages againft any 
hand that dares to mpleftthcm. And 
'Ihould there be a wretch fo loft to 
every humane principle, whofe heart 
but harbours the leaft diUaiisfactioii, 
in fuch a fituation, we, hold him as 
unworthy the fociety of men. 

Ill We cannot but exprefs our un,- 
feigried farisfac"tion, in the choice of 
the prefent public officers, ailing un- 
der our conftitution. The method 
of their appointment being founded 
*on the ftricleft juilice and impar- 
tiality, the duration of their power 
being confiftent with eve'ry principle 
offafety to the people, and the cha- 
racters of fuch as are now in appoint- 
ment fo confided in, from their well 
known perfonal merits!" 

Ill, When we reflect on the gene- 
ral harmony which now prevails in 
this part of the colony, and aire fenfi- 
ble how foon the good efFec"l of pur 
prefent government mull appear to 
every one, we promife to ourfelves 
the happinefs bffoon feeing tljis op- 
preffed and much injured colony, 
enjoying a ftate fff freedom and feli- 
city unknown before. /j 

"And JalHy, we beg leave to return 
cmr j&ncere thanks to the Hon. Mr. 



triotlck and fpirited tfiarge, delivered 
to us at the opening of thjs fefUqfn/ 
and to requeft that the fe Our feri- 
timents and thanks be printed in the 
publick papers. 

Benjamin Young, Foreman. 

North Carolina, 
tnGongrefs, April \z, 177.6,.. 
Refolved, That the delegates for 
this colony in Continental Qongrefs 
be empowered to concur with the de- 
legates of the other colonies in declar- 
.ingindependency, and forming foreign 
.alliances, referving to this colony the 
fole right of forming a conftitution and. 
laws for. this colony, and appointing 
.delegates from time to, time (under 
•tjie ctire&ion of a general reprefenta- 
tion thereof) to meet rhe delegates of 
the other colonies,, for fuch. pm-poft^ 
-■as.fhall hereafter be pointed out. 
By order, 

Ja^es 6r.een\ jun* Sec 
. ; WilUamjburgh, Juw 22> £,y expte& 
from.Charleft.own, we learn, that two 
ihips arrived fafe laden with arms and 
powder.; one : having on board- ten 
thoufand weight. On the $th inft. 
Col. Muhlenburg's regiment, witfi 
a body of North h Carolina forces r 
were, with, in two days march of 
•Charleftown. 

• Philadelphia, June vj. This after-*: 
noon a gentleman arrived from 
Charleftown, which he left on the 
I5thifift. He informs,- that Gene- 
rals Lee and Howe were -arrived thete* 
from Virginia and North Carolina.- 1 

' " New-York^ July 4. 
Extrael of a letter from Charlefio^jon* 

By a remarkable providence the 
Creek Indians have engaged in our * 
favour. A party of men came to^ 
Georgia, expefting'by favour of the : 
Tories, to make that a proviiion co- ^ 
lony. At the very peripJ, a few" 
head men of that nation happened io 
be at Mr. Bryant's, to warn him of 
the danger of an Indian 'war, ' At " 

this 
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tliis moment* he being abfent, his 
houfe was attacked by foiue of the ene- 
my, who had got up the fiver Savan- 
nah. The favages findirag thai in the 
abfence of their old fiiend, their houfc 
was a faulted, they etc fended it ; and 
one of their chiefs, the only man that 
was hurt, was wounded in the thigh* 
This fo enraged them, that they fent 
off a runner, who in a few days 
brought down 500, who have Jince 
killcti fcveral men of the fleet who 
had landed to water. 

WHltnmJburgk % Jug, t o* From Fin- 
taftlewe are in formed, that on the 
2 j ft of July, a large party of Indian 5 
attacked the Watauga fort, in which 
were 150 men, They fired upon a 
number of women, who went out at 
day-break to milk their cows, and 
drove them into the fort* They 
fired upon the fort fome Hours, but 
reared with confidcraole lofs, as was 
difcovered by the large quantity of 
blood on the ground. Six days after, 
they returned; but a detachment 
from Holftein Cent to relieve the fort 
oft the ztjdi, difperfrd them, killed 
five, took 20 guns, and one piifoner* 
We loft not a man. 

Pbiladtlfhia % Aug* 20, By a letter 
received from Virginia we have an 
account, that Archibald Go van** vef- 

, with a number of Scotch paflen- 
gers, were flopped, and the property 
Jccurcd, confuting chiefly of fpecie, 
faidtothe umouttf of 50,000!,. The 
veflei will be returned to Govan as 
American property ; but the money, 
being intended for the Scotch, will 
cetai n 1 y be con dera ned , Several pa r- 
fong of rank in Urbana have been 
taken lip for holding a traitorous cor* 
refpomknee with Lord Dumnore. 
Ralph WormW, Efq; jun. formerly 
emu of the Governor's ccuncil, h 
among them ; and he was lent to 
Willi amirjurgh ; proper per Ions were 
appointed to take an iivciiDory of his 
tlbte and efictb* 



) 



PbihaityuM, Jug. 20\ 

IxtrmSt •/ a tetter from Dwfyrkt, fm 

* Virginia* 

* c On Monday, July 22, the Ro£- 

■uck, ftfercury. Otter, and an armed 

lip, came up to Potomack, and an-* 

hored two miles below Dumfries, 

where the water is frefh. Next day 

t 12 o'clock, they fcnt^off two ten* 

lers, a gondola covered, and eight 

tree boats full of men, of the 14th 

egiment, marines, &c< They landed 

t William Brent's, Efij; where about 

60 of the Stafford milkia werepofted, 

without any cover ; the gondola draw- 1 

ag but fixteen inches water, run 2a 

clofe to the (bore, and with a nirite 

founder and grape fhot, obliged the 

militia to retreat, when about 150 

aen landed, and burnt the out-houJe* 

Jcc. of Mr. Brent, and intended to 

\ave burnt his fine mill and tfthe* 

houfes j but the Roebuck observing - 

he Prince William militia on their 

oarch, hoifted a white flag, and their 

aen immediately retreated, without 

loins a&y further damage. The 

ket having taken in frefh water, fell 

iown the river the next day. Thfce 

frhite men and four negroes were 

bund dead on more ; two of thW 

arhites were fewed up in hammock** 

|nd (hot through the breaft; they had 

ine Holland flints on, and are fW* 

koied to h*ve been officers. A gold 

aced hat was found with a bullet hole 

hrough both fides of the crown* As 

he riflemen had fome fair fhpt tft 

hem, it is not doubted but ieveral 

j^re killed. 

Annapolis, June 9. 
In Convention, June 24. 
5 The letters of Captain Montagu, 
Snd of Robert Eden, Efq; of this 
Hay, to the council of iafety, were laii 
ftefore the convention, and on conii- 
deration thereof, 

r Refolved unanimously, That the 
iid Captain Montagu, by detaining 
Beveral lervants belonging to the in- 
habitants 
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habitants of &is paotmoe, and by re- ycnty* to Ac province* on cofiftjftfc 



fafatg ttrdelivttr op a foldier who had 
deferted from* the fisrvice of this co- 
lony, hath* violated the'tmce, and 
*&cd in manifeft' wofarion of his 
promrfe to parefarve' the fame faored. 

Ordered, That tfce commanding 
officer do not permit'-any baggage or 
c£e&», bdohgtirg to Robert Eden, 
Ef<j; or any-other perfdn on board the 
.Fowey, to betcawiod on board the 
Jkid flip, and to take care that all 
communication wish' the ^fcid fhip 
-immediately ceafc v 
-* Copy of Qomtmr EaW'tietten 
Mis Majefifs jbip Pvtoey, June 24; 
*:■, u ::..■ 177&.' 
v. ' *■&,■' o .". . . \ ■ . • 

'j Inanfwer to* your letter by Cap*; 
Stone, which I fcafre juft received, 
-xelatito t6 the application made by 
Mf. Galloway, and others, on ac- 
count of fome runaway fervante ; 1 
can onlyfay, that Captain Montagu's 
uttferi to feceive on board, and give 
proOBdion to all Britifh well-afFeaed 
ftbje&s, "if* pofittve, 'and *that he 
does im confider; k in his power, con- 
fidently with thofe orders, to comp$ 
with your requeft. ' *' 

-aHe fays, that you cannot confide? 1 
tkk refufal as a*y -violation of the 
irace ; that the Fowey has not* arid 
will not Veeeive any ranaway flaves 
in board ; that he is bound by, and 
muft follow his inftraeliortS ; that all 
vtfiels i'ielonging to this place; now 
atorfgfide, he intenoVgiWng op; arid 
that he has never fen t amore to bring 
Servants off, or encourage deferters* 
I can add no more,jthan that every 
exertion of intereft," or interposition 
on this fubje£t, muft prove ineffectual 
againft the KingV orders. 

I hope" we (hall get away to-mor- 
row,-and not be delayed by any ob- 
ftru&ion to the baggage and flock of 
the gentlemen here* as yet not 
brought off. Wiihihg peace and prof- 



tional principles, I am, Sir, 
Your molt obedient -humble fervantj 
Robert BtiBft- 

Charles CaroU, Eff, barrifter % 
V. P. of the council of Safety, 
Annapolis. ' 

Th Council of Safety, Annapolis, Jiini 

Sn% 

By command of theVconvention, !l 
enclofe you their refolufion Of yefbr- 
day, wh^ch expreiTes the occafton o*f 
discontinuing an ihtercourfe with the 
Fowey, which was wiflied and ex- 
pected to have «ended ifcore farlsfa&O- 
Tily.^ Any meafures that may be at- 
tempted, for. the oftenfible caufe of 
flopping the Governor's baggage, muft 
•be properly imputed" to your breach, 
of truce, and will be refented in full 
proportion to the injury. For, and 
on behalf of the Council of Safety. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient fervant, 
Dan. of St. Tho. Jenifer, P. 
Georgt r Montagu, Efa 

Philadelphia, July '6. Laft Satur- 
day, the brig Nancy, Capt. Mont- 
gomery, loaded by the congrefs with 
400 barrels of powder and 50 fin all 
arms, was drove alhore at Cape liivf 
by the King's Fifher. Under favour 
of a fog in the night 260 barrels of 
the powder were got fafe afhore, and 
the final! arms} but the fog clearing 
away in the morning, and a tendeh 
coming in fight, and 5 barges full of 
men coming to attack her, the re-: 
mainder of the powder was ftarted in 
the cabin, and about 501b. wraptin the 
main fail-and fome fire pat near 'it"; 
the crew having done this quitted her* 
The boats direftry boarded her, gave? 
three cheers, and "began firing upon 
our people who were on fhore, when 
the veflel blew up. We know nbt 
how many were killed, but apprehend 
not iefs than 70 or 80, by thenuny 

Xx " -1 ber 
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Jber ofperfons fan in theauy and the juftice, pati^^^nS'fi^rfaxiin^ly : 



number of Heads, legs, &c. after- 
awards found. There were forrie white 
.4?ft tter ^*^ es f° un d fuppofed to belong 
to officers. Governor Franklin is 
fent to Wallingford. A few days 
ago Major Rogers was taken up at 
Squth Amboy ferry. 
*The declaration of the deputies of Penn- 
Jylvania, met in Provincial Congrefs 
fit Philadelphia, June 24, 1776. 
Whereas, in 

t violation of the principles of the Bri- 
ti£h conftitution, and the laws of 
juftice and humanity, hath by an accu- 
mulation of oppreffions unparalielled 
in hiftory, excluded the inhabitants of 
this with the other American colonies 
from protection. And whereas, 
hath paid no regard to any of our re- 
jnonrfrances and dutiful petitions for 
Tedrefs of our complicated grievances, 
.but hath lately purchafed foreign 
tro ps to affift in enflaving us, and 
hath excited the favages of this coun- 
try to carry on a war againft us, as 
alfo the negroes to imbrue their hands 
in the blood "of their matters, in a 
jnanner unpra&ifed by civilized^ na- 
tions ; and moreover hath lately in- 
fulted our calamities by declaring, 
that will Ihew us no mercy, until 
hath fubdued us; and whereas the 
obligations of (being reci- 

procal between 

) are now diflblved on the fide 
of the colonics by the defjtotifm and 
' declaration info- 

jnuch, that it now appears that 

is treafon againft the good 
people of this country ; and whereas 
not only the parliament, but there is 
reafon to beheve, too many of the 
people of Great Britain have con- 
pirreu in the aforefaid arbitrary and 
unjuff proceedings againft us ; and 
whereas the public virtue of this colo- 
ny (fo eiTential to its liberty and hap- 
pinels) muft be endangered by a future 
political union with or dependence 
. upon a and nation io loft to 



We' the deputies of tmrpeojtfe of 
Pennfylvania, anembled in foil* pro- 
vincial conference for forming a plan 
for executing the refolve ofxongrefs 
of the 15th of May laft, for fup- 

§reffing all authority in this province 
erived from the crown of Great 
'Britain, and for eftabliming a govern- 
ment upon the authority of the people 
only — do in this public manner in 
behalf of ourfelvcs, and with the appro- 
bation, confent. and authority oToUr 
conftituents, unanimoufly declare our 
willingnefs to concur m a vote of the 
congrefs, declaring the United Colo- 
nies free and . independent ftates: 
provided the forming the government, 
and the regulation of the internal 
police of this colony,be always refcrved 
to the people of the fail cokmy* 
And we do further call upon the 
nations of Europe, and appeal to 
the great arbiter and governor of tKe 
empires of the. world to witne£ for us, 
that this declaration did not originate 
in ambition, or in an impatience of 
lawful authority; but that we were 
driven to it in obedience to the firft 
principles of nature, bjr the op* 
preffions and cruelties of the afore- 
faid ^ and parliament of Great 
Britain, as the only poffible meafure 
that was left to preserve and eftablifh 
our liberties, and to tranfmit them 
inviolate to pofterity. " \ 

Sigped by order of the Conference, 
Thomas MXean, Preftdent. 
In Qongrefs, June 3, 17^6. 
. Refolved, That it be eameftly re- 
commended to the aflembHes, con- 
ventions and committees of fafety* in. 
the tJnited Colonies, to Fall* upon the 
moft effectual means of removing the 
Hocks, grain, and meal, from fuch 
parts of their refpe&ive colonies as 
are invaded, or are in danger of 
being invaded by the enemy. 
Extract from 1 the minutes, 

Charles Thomson/Stc* 
/• 
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} r ORefohred, That a bounty of ten 
.xk>x.&aes. be given to every noa- 
comnuiTioned 'officer and foldier, who 
will enlift to ferve for three yjsars. 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 
Philadelphia, July 8, 1776. At a 
.conference of the delegates in Con* 
grefs, for the ftates of New York, New 
Jerfey, and Pennfylvania, of the com- 
mittee of Safety rfPenniylyania, the 
committee of infpe&ion and obferva- 
tion, for. the city and liberties of Phi- 
ladelphia, and the field-officers of the 
five battalions of the faid city, &c. 
at the State-houfe in Philadelphia, on 
the 5th of July 1776, in porfuance of 
the following refohition of Congrefs, 
to wit, 

In Congrefs, July 4, 1776. 
Refolved, Tnat the delegates of 
New York, New Jerfey, and Penn- 
fylvania, be a committee to confer 
with the committee ofSafety of Penn- 
fylvania,. the committee of inflec- 
tion of the city and liberties of Phi- 
ladelphia* and the field-officers of the 
battalions of the city and liberties, on 
the beft means of defending the co- 
lonies of New Jerfey and Pennfylva- 
nia, -and that they be empowered to 
jfend exprefles where neceflary. 

John Hancock, president, 
ThoMas M'Kean in the chair. 
Refolved, That it appears to the 
Conferees, that all the aflbciated mi- 
litia of Pennfylvania (excepting the 
counties of Weftmoreland, Bedford, 
and Northumberland) who "can be 
. fornifhed with arms and accoutre- 
ments, ihould be forthwith requefted 
. to march with the utmoft expedition 
. to Trenton, except the militia of 
Northampton county, who are to 
march directly for New Brunfwick, 
and that the faid miljtia continue in 
fervice until the flying camp of ten 
thoufand men can be collected to re- 
lieve them, unlefs they fhall fooner be 
difcharged by the Congrefs. 

Thomas M'Kean, chairman. 



J 



Refolved, That the committees 
of infpe&ion for the feveral counties, 
in the colony of Pennsylvania, Be 
"directed to order fuch troops as thefy 
may raife for the flying camp, to be 
marched to Trenton. 1 

Refolved, That this Congrefs high* 
Iy approve of the fdre§6ing rClblq- 
tion, and recommend" it to the good 
people of Pennfylvania, to carry the 
fame into execution, with the feme 
laudable readinefs, which they hava 
hitherto manifefted'in fupporting th* 
injured rights of their country, 
By order of the Congrefs, 
John Hancock, Prefident. 
In Congrefs, July 4, 1776. 

Refolved, That the board of war 
be empowered to employ fuch a num- 
ber of perfons as they fhall find ne- 
ceflary to manufacture flints for the 
continent; and for this purpoft to* 
apply to the refpective afTemblies, 
conventions, and councils or commit- 
tees of fafety of the United American 
States, or committees of infpeftion of 
the counties and towns thereto be- 
longing, for the names and places Of 
abode of perfons fkilled in the ma- 
nufactory aforefaid, and of the places 
in their refpecYive ftates, where the 
beft flint ftones are to be obtained* 
with famples of the fame. 

By order of the Congreft. 
John Hancock, Prefident. 
War-Office, Philadelphia, July 6, 1776. 

All perfons in the United Ameri- 
can States, who are able to infifrm 
the Congrefs of any quantity of flint- 1 
Hone, or of any perfons who are 
frilled in the manufacture of flints, 
are requefted to apply in perfon or by ' 
letter to the board of war and ord- 
nance, at the war-office, in Market- 
ftreet. Richard Peters, jun. Sec, 

Philadelphia, July g. This day at . 
12 o'clock, the declaration of inde* 
pendence was proclaimed at the State- 
houfe, amid£ 'the greateft acclama- 
tions of joy, 

X x 2 /* 
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In Cimvmtitmr 6fi*tk*8t&t §f N*w- 

- • ■ ■ 7*/* '• 

BrttrfuieA, Aug> 10,1776. 

That to prevent defcrtion no per- 
fon /oriperfonr belonging to or coming 
from the army in the ftate of New* 
Jerfey, be permitted to go" over 
any of the ferries in, ,or travel 
through any of the faid fUte .without 
a. pafs* ngned. either by General 
Mercier, General >Vrexon, General 
JLivingfton, Coton«l<*rifluv©r Col; 
Eiddle, ;•■/.. 
+ Wm. Pa?brson, Sec; 

7* Gowvention jf the fame* 

Refolded* that the feveral county - 
committees within this itate, docauie 
inventpricst and appraifementt to be 
made of the eftates, real as well 
as-perfbna], of all fuch perfont with* 
in their refpe&iv© bounds, as have 
abfeonded, or wall abfeond from 
their homes,, and joined themfelves to 
the enemies -of t this ftate, catbGng all 
perifnabie articles to.be fold, and 
the monies arifiog. therefrom, and 
all other the goods and ettater of fuch 
perfons, that they keep in fafe and 
fecure cu&ody until the further order 
of. this convention, provided that the 
fej4 committees be empowered to leave 
any part of the faid effete in the 
hands of the relations or friends of 
fuch abfeonding peafons, taking fuch/ 
feeurjty as they think proper for the 
return or value thereof. 

Wm. Patfrson, Sec 
Nhw-Jir,sey. 

Oa the 15th of ^Augnft, came orr. 
thfl election -of, Legiflative Council,! 
Aflembly, $cc, of this ftate. Samuel 
Tucker, efq* is ibernew governor, 
choftn .by: the convention/ In Bur- 
lington county, the Hon. Richard 
Smith wasehofenone.efthe Council; 
and Caleb Shreye, Jofeph Newbold, 
and — — Talhaiah, efqrs. members 
pfAflembly* 

i4*g*ji zz„ Several veffels have ar- 
rived at different inlets, in New-Jeiv 
{ey f one is a brig belonging to New-. 



York -Shifrtes^^WW^deolt*' 
grers ^account- £ ton* of pe*rdei\ '779 •' 
Sands of arms, and 10 pieces /of 
cannon > 4 an< * 6 pounders-' 
/* Provincial Gongreft, New- fork, Ja*e * 
■ - 20, 1776. 

Whereas <the ContiuentdlGbrigreft 
on the 14th day of March laft, did 
recommend it to the federal aflem- 
hKes, conventions and councils; or 
committees of ftfety of the Urrrwd 
Colonies, immediately to eaufe all ' 
pertbns to be drfermed within their ' 
refjpe&ive colonies, who. are ndtori- 
oufly difafrettedto the caufeof Ame-^ ' 
rka, or had not aflbdated, and re- 
fbfed to aflbciate,' to 'defend by arm* 
theft United Colonies, agaklft' Ae> 
hoflile attempts of the Britifh fleets and 
arftries* •* 

'. * And whereas the late committee of 
fefety of this colony, did thereupon 
on the 27th of March, Tecommend it 
to the committees of the feveral p* 
ties, counties, manors, &c in thirf 
colony, forthwith to caufe to be dis- 
armed, all peribns within .their ref- 
pe&ive diftri&s,. who were known to 
be difaffee~ted to the caufe of Ameria 
ca, and alfo to fign tan aflbdation. 
* . {The draft of ajjbciativn ba<vi*g bttft 
ohjefted /e) The Provincial Congrefa 
this-day 

Jlefolved tunanimoofly, That the 
following form of arv annexation be, 
and is hereby Tecotrimendedto- them/ 
yir. 

, < We, the fubforibers, inhabitants 
of in the county of 

and colony of New-York, do moftfo* 
lemnly declare, that thejclaims of the 1 
Britiih parliament, tec rind at their: 
difcretion the people of -the United 
Colonies in, America^ m jdi -cafes 
whatfoever, are, iniour opinion ab-- 
fnrd, unjuft, and tyrannical; and that 
thehoftile attempts of-^heir fleets and 
armies to enforce fubmiHSon to thofb 
wieked : and ridiculous dairm, ought \ 
. po be refilled by -arms; A»d there* 

fore. 
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fufayor&o mtfpqg iaA aflbciite, tar 2 bomMitfce oftifca#nmtfo»,a&ttftfb 

dar alj the. ties whach we rftfpe&ively 

hold f^cred, to defend by ^rms thefe 

United Colonies, againft. the faid 

hoitiie attempts, agreeable to fuch 

laws and regulations as our reprefen* 

tatives in the Congrefies, or future 

general affemblies of thi J colony,have, 

or mall, for that purpofe, make and 

eftabliuV i 

; Refolded tmajumoufly, That all 
{^ich perfons,as iha41' refufe to fub^ 
fcribe the fame; togetherwith all no - 
torioa£y difafgsfted ^eWbna^ be- forth- 
with, ^f n« already done) di&rmed* 
and required ton -oath to declare and 
<lifcov*v .whether *ihe**ptt *fo taken 
from them; be att the if tea they res- 
pectively- have, or had; aid i£**>N' 
where the refidue, tothe Beft oftlMb 
knowledge/ are depofited, ^ind &ay 
be found, and that fueh of therf a£ 
refute' to take fuch oath, be commit^ 
ted to fafe cuftody, till they content 
to take- it. 

Refolved unanimously, That it be> 
and- it is hereby recommended to the 
feveral committeeman this colony, to 
carry. the aforefaid refolution into 
execution, with diligence and punc- 
tuality, 

Extratt from the minutes* 

Robert Benson, Sec. 

New-Tork, June 24* On the" 21 ft, 
about four o'clock in the morning, 
we attacked the light houfe with 300 
men, but could make no knpreflion. 
The attack lafted near two hours, 
from field-pieces and fmall arms, « 
daring which our people 'were efc^ofed 
tp- the. fire of the fhtps, and of the 
light-houfe. Finding nothing could 
be done, they returned to the camp, 
at toe fouth-end of the Cedars. They 
had not heavy cannon fumcient to 
make a breach. 

NewJTork, Junt x\* A barbarous 
and infernal plot has been difcovered 
here among the Tories 3 the partial- 



Of 
but three, who are (worn to fecrecy. 
Two of General Wa&ingtttn's guard* 
are concerned ; and a ttend^ whdrn 
they tempted to join ehem^ asade f he ; 
dtfeorery. The defign is f&jdtohawe 
been thts^ upon the arrival o£ the 
troops, they were «q murder all the 
ftmT-oflker^, blow- up the magaizines, 
and teenre^the partes of ther town— 
Gilbert Forbes, guaftnith, m thfe 
Bioadway, was, on the 22d, between 
two and three o'clock in the mornings 
carried before -our Congrefs, wh* 
were then fitting. • He refuicd t$ 
make any dlfcovery ; upon which he 
was fentto jail, and put^in irt»«i*£fr 
Yoting Mr. Livingftone* went eo* fefc 
him -early in the moaning, told him 
ne was very for*y to find- he had been 
concerned, and as' his time was very 
fliOrv not having above three days ttt * 
Eve, advifed him to prepare himfelft 
This had the deftredoffeA ; he afked 
to be carried before the Congrefi 
again, and he would diftover all he 
knew. Several were taken yefterday 
and to-day ; among them our mayor, ' 
who has confefTed the bringing 140I. 
froifc Governor Tryon, to pay for the* 
rifieguns Gilbert Forbes had made; 
They are all in confinement. It is 
faid their party confifted of near 500 
men. The mayor was examined twice 
yefterday, remanded to prifcn upon a 
proper guard. Many mDre it is ex- 
petted will be taken up. A party of 
our men went over to Long Ifland, 
to take np the Tories there. They 
brought to town one Downing, who 
was concerned in the plot. They 
took fix more, and put them in Ja-> 
rnaica jail in Long Jfland. Yefterday 
the General's hbufekeeper was taken' 
up : it 1 is faid fhe is concerned. 

Mhvny, July 15. Laft Saturday £ '-" 
plot was difcovered here, by confef-" 
fion of two Tories, that this week the 
city was to be fet on' fire in different 



Ian; are not exactly known, as the* places, and the magazines blown iir>. 

Yefter- 
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#p0 ma* went out armed aid and affifLonr natural snejnkjt 

in making themfeives mailers of pur 
icveraj of them 



} m) the fcoundrels, who, by 

ptaUon, were fkutking in the> 

vhere feveral have been taken, 

>V$ tl^ce are no foldiers in town, the 

jpjiabtfants keep guard every night. 

In JPrwineiat Congri/t 4 flcw^Tori, 

7«rr.30, 1776. . j 

Whereas this congress, has re- 
jceived intimation, that divers d& 
tfiecled and dangerous perfons in this 
polony have lately left their ufnal 
places of reftdence, and fecreced them-j 
Jclves in woods, fwamps and other 
{daces, in all probability with a oct 
fign to join the enemy when an .op, 
poltvnity fhall offer* which, if not 
prevented, will endanger the peace, 
quiet and fafety of the inhabitants* 

Jlefolved therefore, that it be, and 
Jt is hereby rciom mended to the conn* 
inittees oi 1 h c ft \crJ tn.es, towns, 
jnanors, precinct* ana amritts in' this 
colony, to caufe to be apprehended 
and brought before them, all fuch 
perfons as are above defcribed; and 
that they caufe them to be fent 
to fome gaol or other place of 
fecunty in this colony And the faid 
committees are hereby empowered to 
order the officers of the militia in 
* their feveral diftricls to carry this re- 
Jblulion into effectual execution. 

A true copy of the minutes. 
Robert Benson, Sec. 

ftpw-Torkj July 4. It is intended 
in three months to fupprefs all the 
copper coin made of bafe metal or 
t wanting in weight, the reft to pafs at 
the rate of 15 for an 8th part of 
a dollar. And if there is nqr. a, fuf- 
ficiency to call the whole in, and to 
(hike a new impreffion of continental 
copper coin of a large fize, 12 of 
which are to pafs for an 8th of a 
dollar, and no other coppers to pafs 
current. 

In confequence of an information 
lately made, that fundry perfons had 
entered into a folemn agreement to 



city, ieverai oi tnem were appre* 
hended; and on Friday laft,. one pf 
thefe tconfpirators, a foldier in ftii 
Excellency General Wafhington'* 
guard, was executed in a field near 
this dry in theprefence of a multitude 
of fpe&ators. „ , t 

New~Tork t July if. Several of 
the new raifed regiments of Connec- 
ticut troops are arrived here. Thty 
appear fine men. Among them ara 
between 5 and 609 light dragoons, 
who paraded through the town on 
horfeback and ma<k a noble appear^ 
ance. They are chiefly compoipd o£ 
the fubftanual yeomanry of our fijSpr 
Col»v. Some of them aflifted ^t tie 
iMi^fion of Louiibdurgh. 

Vrw-York % Jufy 22. .On the 14th, 
a barge from the fleet appeared in. 
our bay with a white hag, which 
was met by. the general's barge. The 
flag was' fent. by Lord Howe with 
a letter . for Mr. Wafhington. But 
as the letter was improperly dire&ed* 
it was not received, though much foli- 
cited by the officer. Next day, an-, 
other Rag was fent in the fame man- 
ner with a letter, which was again, 
offered, but again refufed for the 
fame reafon as before. On the 16th 
a third flag came, but brought only 
an open letter dire&ed to Mifs Mar- 
garet Moncrieffe. This day came a 
fourth flag with Adjutant General 
Pattrfon of the Britain army. He 
landed near our battery and pafled 
through the life-guards of Genera} 
Wafhington, and had a private con** 
ference with him at Colonel Knox's 
for near half an hour. One part of 
his bufinefs was to urge General 
Wafhington to accept of Lord Howe'* 
letter, as it was only of a private 
nature. General Wafhington faid, 
that for himself he did not mind the 
title, but the general officers did not 
think proper, for him to receive \\ 
without % 
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ScTtKout ; r tlfei4fcVeliF could not upon 
imy accountreceivefl't. The adjutant 
behaved with great jpolitenefs, and 
irtade'uft of all expreifions "proper for 
the general's fituation, as, your Excel- 
lency, &c. General.Walhlngton hav- 
ing fame weeks ago fent a meflage to 
tSeneral Howe, refjpeftmg the barba- 
rity of the Indians to fome of our peo- 
ple In Canada, Colonel Paterfon faid, 
in anfwer to that metfage, that Lord 
Howe was"very much averfe to bar - 
barity, but the army in the horthefri 
department Was not ' under his com- 
mand; he coold do nothing in it. 
pol. Paterfon' offered and folicited 
the exchange of Mafter' Lovell for 
Major Skene, which General Wafh- 
htgton had reijuefted when at ^g- 
badge; bUt General WamirigRfc 
faid, he could not now comply With 
that requeft without the confent of the 
congrefs. A fervanfof Mr. M'Evers 
was taken yefterday upon Long Ifland 
drefled in woman's cloaths, with a 
letter dire&ed to Mr. Alexander 
Wallace. He is fent to jail. Ge- 
neral Sullivan is arrived from Crown 
Point. 

In Convention of the Jteprefentatt e vet of 
the ft ait of New-York, Aug, 10, 

Refolved, that if any of the militia 
officers in the fervice of this ftate mail, 
during the prefent invafion, refign his 
commiffion after having received or- 
ders to proceed upon duty from this 
convention or his fuperipr officer, 
without the permiffion of this^ftate, 
for mail not repair with all poflikle dif- 
patch to fuch place or places, as he 
or they may be ordered to by the con-: 
yention of this ftate, or by his 
fnperior officer, mall, upon proof 
before a general court martial/ be 
rendered incapable of holding any 
military employment under this ftate, 
and his name held up as a deierter of 
|u$ country's caufe. 
x , Robhrt Benson, Sec. 



jfrf his Excellency iSihrkt Vfc/hiHpin t 

General and Commander in Chief of 

the army of the United States of 

North America, 
' Whereas a bombardment and at- 
tack upon the city of New- York by 
Our cruel and inveterate enemy may 
be hourly expected : and as there are 
great numbers of women, children, 
and infirm perfons vet remaining iti 
the city, whofe continuance will rather 
be prejudicial than advantageous td 
the army, and their perfons expofed 
to great danger and hazard: I do 
therefore recommend it to all perfons^ 
as they value their own fafety and 
prefervation, to remove with all ex* 
pedition out of the faid town at this 
critical period— trufting that with the 
bleffing of heaven Upon the Ameri- 
can arms they may foon return to it 
in perfeel fecurity. And I do enjoin 
and require all the officers and foldiers 
in the army under my command, 
to forward and affift all fuch perfona 
in their compliance With this re- 
commendation, 

Given under my hand, at head 
quarters, New- York, Aug, 
17, 1776. 

George Washington* 
In convention of the reprefentati<ves oftbf 

fate of New-York, held at Harlem > 

Aug, ij, 1776. 

Refolved, That the women and 
children, and infirm perfons in tfie 
city of New York, be immediately ' 
removed from the faid city, agreeable' 
to General Washington's requeft of 
this houfe, in his letter of this date. 
Robert Benson, Sec. 

[Proper perfons were appointed to* 
3nfpe£t and affift in effe&ing this re- 
moval, to pay the expences, give per- 
mits, &c] 

New-York, Aug, 22. On the 16th 
inft.pne of ourfire-fhips commanded 
by Captain Fofdick, and another by- 
Captain Thomas, went up the north* 
river after the Phoenix and Rofe. 

The 
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The ftJgfct being dark, they *pafle4 
the Phoenyc, without feeing her. ■ 
Captain Thomas fell on board the 
tender which belonged to them, and 
burnt her* The light gave direction 
to Captain Fofdick. He graplcd 
the Phoenix ; but by the lownefs of 
his veffel, and the dexterity of the 
Phoenix's hands, fhe got clear oif.the 
jire-fhjp, and funk her. However, 
this* gallant enterprise ilruck fuch a 
panic into the. enemy, that tfiey 
thought it prudent to quit their Ra- 
tion, and on the 18th, juft before 
day-light; taking the advantage of a 
fine wind, the tide, and a very heavy, 
rain, . they came down the river, 
tfhrough a continual fire from our 
forts, by which they muft have receive 
ed considerable damage. 
*. New-Tort, Jug. 22, 1776. Six re- 
giments of militia from the State of 
Connecticut, arrived here yeiterday. 
They are fine men, well equipped and 
difdplincd. 
Newbury-Port, {New-England) June 

10.- 



) 



* This day was launched, ope of the 
continental frigates, of 24 guns, 
built under the direction, of the Hon. 
Tho. Culhing ; ihe is a fine fhip, 
and well built, of the beft timber. It 
is impoffible to exprefs the acclama- 
tions upon this occafion ; ihe was 
named the Hancock. , About a forr- 
night fince, a frigate of 32 guns was 
launched at Portfmouth, in New- 
Hampfhire : {he is faid to be one of 
the fineft fhips ever built in America ; 
being all prime timber, Sec. yet from, 
raifing her till flie was launched was 
no more than hxry days. She was 
built under the direction of John; 
Langdon, Efq;' 

New-London, June 28. A confide- 
rable number x>f veiTels, bound to 
different foreignparts, are now lying 
in this harbour,, waiting for a fa-. 
YOttrable wind to put to fea. 



V*r*fi>rd 3 Juty 1. At a full meet- 
ing, of the inhabitants of King's dtf- 
trift in Albany wunty, Iegaliy warn- 
ed, for the purpofe o{ fc eIec]dng twelve 
delegates to reprefent the faid county 
in Provincial Congrefs, &c. thqquef- 
tion was put, Whether the faid dif- 
trid chufe to have the American co- 
lonies independent of Great Britain ? 
it paffed uuanimoufly in the affirma- 
tive. 

Spencer town, in Albany county, 
agreed to fupport the fame with their 
lives and fortunes. 

Extract of a Utter from Halifax > 
Jug. 15. 

An expedition has been formed 
here for landing fome men at St* 
John's fort, on St. John's river, in' 
the Bay of Fundy ; the Tamer (Loop 
of war has been to cqnvoy the tran£ 
ports thither, and is retired from that 
bufmefs, and brought back thevef- 
fels-. What the dengn may be, I ana 
not able to fathom. Our dock-yard 
here has conftaat employ, fcarce any 
of the king's ports in England has 



more, which may eafily be conceived 
from the number of Ihips employed 
on the continent. 

This expedition was thus fpoken.of 
in the Halifax news-papers. * Two 
thoufaad Highlanders, under convoy 
of three frigates and three armed* 
fchooners, have been fent to the Bay* 
of Fundy to penetrate, that way inu* 
New Harapfhire.' Ct 

If this matter waa really attempted^ 
it is probable it gave rife to the> ( 
following: 

New-Tork, Jug. 1. The HouJer 
of Reprefentativesof the Matfkchu-,. 
fetfsBay, have laid an embargo upoa: 
all ibrts of provifion from that colony, 
until thefirii day of November nexjt, 
unlefs the fame be laden on board any 
flup ojweueJ,.. with intent, to fupply 
the Jeets and armiea of the* United. 
Colonies^ 
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Colonies, or the inhabitants of fome 
other part or parts of that colony. 

New-York, Jug. 22. A large army 
is gone againft Halifax, fuppofed to 
be under the command of Gen. Schuy- 
ler, and an embargo is laid on all the 
Shipping in the four New-England 
Provinces until the expedition is com- 
pleated, to prevent the Howes from 
fending fupplies. 

Extrafi of a Utter from Long IJiand, 
dated Sept. 5. 

' I am told that the enemy have de- 
tached a body of 20,000 men from 
Bofton to befiege Halifax, and I hear 
that fome of the men ofwar will fail in 
fwa or three days for its defence; 
, it is fuppofed Sir Peter Parker, as 
Commodore, will go there in the 
Chatham/ 

Nantz, Stft, 26. There are here 
no lcfs than 12 or 14 mips, brigs,, 
and fchooners, &c. belonging to 
different ports in America, loading 
.with military ftores, &c. They bring 
wheat and flour in exchange. A 
large ftup left this port yeflerday 
bound to America/called the Hancock 
and Adams, commanded by one 
Smith. The day before he failed, 
he was examined by order of the 
commandant, when a quantity of 
contraband ftores was found on board 
which he was obliged to reland ; but 
the faine night they were all refhipped 
again, with a great deal more; par- 
ticularly 2000 Hand of arms, many 
barrels of gunpowder, and feveral 
barrels of faltpetre. A fchooner and 
a ljoop have almoft compleated their 
cargoes, and will fail in a few days. 
Our commandant takes little or no 
notice of their proceedings, only now 
and then infpe&ing a veflel to keep 
up appearances. 

Brtfhl, OB. 3. A perfon arrived 
here a few days ago from Jtourdeaux in 
France, fays, there were in that port * j^^JSrk 
feven American veffcls, on board of j^ 0y Marfom, 
which they were taking in military y y 
Mores, 



London, Otf. 17. It has been eon* 
fidently aflerted, that the French have 
fold to the Americans two or three of 
their line of battle Ihips. — There can 
be no doubt of the Americans re- 
ceiving great affiftance from France. 

A letter from Bourdeaux, fays, 
that at the beginning of Ottober> ,a 
Dutch frigate of 26 guns arrived 
there ; the captain of which left her, 
and immediately feveral American 
perfons, and a crew of American 
failors, went on board $ and in twelve 
hours Ihe failed away. 

Since the affair of Sullivan's Ifland, 
the Carolinians have fent feveral Ihips 
to France with rice, indigo, and 
deers fkin ; and feveral have arrived in 
the French ports, laden with rice on 
the Congrefs account. 

Lift of nxjftls taken by the American 
Privateers. 



Tbofi marked o % retaken ; m, rekafed ; on, 
crews entered into the fervice of the Congrtft, 

Namet and Captains. From and to 

"~ Dominica, London. , 

Sr.Vincent*s,LiverpooJ. 
Antigua, London. 
London, Liflxm. 
Dominica, BriftoL 
Barbadces, BrifloJ, 
St. Kitt's, Lancafter, 
Antigua, Bofton. 
Exeter, Vigo. 



Anne, Duncan, 
Anne, Wife, 
Agnes, Mather, 
Betfey, Wray, 
Black River, Currie, 
Blaze-Caftle, Smith, 
Bee, Davies, 
Creighton, Roft, 
Content, Bagwell, 



Caledonia, M'Kinlay, St. Kitt's, Greenock, 



Diana, May bury, 
Dove, Cunningham, 
Devonshire, Fiflier, 
Eagle, Barnes, 
Errol, Bartlec, 
Fanny, Blyth, 
Friendship, Mackay, 



Friendfttp, Naplett, 
Francis, WilHanafon, 
Freedom, Wallace, 
Good Intent, Davies, 

Harlequin, Goodwin, Nevis, London, 
Heifter, Crombie, St.K.itt*s, London, 



St. Vincent's, Corke. 
St. Euftatia, London, t 
An'igua, Dublin 0. 
Barbadoes, London. 
Grenada, London. 
JJarbadoes, Halifax. 
Grenada, London, (fqo 

235) 900, 
St, Croix, Guernfey, 
Antigua, L n^on «?, 
Grenada, ■ 00. 

Newcastle, Gibraltar. 



Henrietta, Hayman, 
Ifiaac, Craigg, 
James, Higgins, 



Baxbadots, C rkc 0. 
Tortoia, Liverpool* 
Antigua, Lancaficrs*' 
Antigua, Ireland. 
Jamaica, Briiiol. 

Jane, 
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fan*, ft**** B#mfcfcfc,Brffc* 

Jenny, CumrfiingJ. ^^" -* St. Andeio. 
•Xd 6tjinlcy 9 Strickland,Lefchorn f Dublin. 
*i*dyJuHana,Stevenfon,tamaica, London. 
Cwncaftire, JcmeS, Jamaica, Liverpool, 
lively, Carter^ ' Choker, Malaga. ■ '* 
l>in#er, Carcw, , Antigua y LMicaiter,(fce 

■Minehead,Whitehorn, . 

*M»na, Hill, 'St. Vihceftt*s, London. 

Mary, Mofville, ( T#rttla, Liverpool. 

Marv apd fas. Moore, Jxxndon, Salerno. 
. Ucvis, Coffin, Nevis, London *. 

Neptune, Paterfon, Antigua, Ireland, 
'frincefs Royai,Duthie,Tamaica 3 London o« 

-Portland, Brdmell, Grenada, Laneafter o, 

Peggy, Dunlop, St. Croii, Dublin <w* 

pojfy, Loar, • Antigua, London. 

Peter, — , St.Vihcent T s,Liverpopl 

Peccary, CKveland, Tobago London odo. 

'Reynolds, Rufden, Jamaica, London. 

,Rover, Hunter, Antigua, Ireland. 

jReward, Bailey, ' Tor tola, London. 
Ro.Exchange,Bowden,Grenada, London. 
Sally, Biftop, ; — , London. 

^tarandGarterHemfonSt. Kitt*s, London. _ 
Bufannah, Crawford, Oporto, London, with 
money. 

t Sarah&Anne>P«flHiTy,E«eter, NapttJ. 

.Tuite^ Laning, St.Croix, Ireland o. 

*TJnion, Wilfon, St. Kitt'fi, London oc, 

Wm. and Mary,Cafey,Crenada, Corkc. 

.WiUUai, Bond, Jamaica, Liverpool, 

'Zach. Bayly, Hodge, Jamaica, London. 

The two ordnance tranfports j the 
five tranfports with Highlanders ; ten 
fifliing veflels on; Newfoundland, and 
many others ; fome with four crout, 
&c. the names of which ate not re- 
collected. [To be continued,] 

Wallingford % Q#. i. A few days 
ago at the annual meeting of the 
Mayor and Corporation pf this 
borough, the Earl of Abingdon, our 
High-fleward, took occasion to com* 
'pliment them refpedting their unani* 
rnous petition to the throne upon the 
unhappy troublea in America, in a 
fpeeeh to the following purport. 
Gentlemen, 

* It is with infinite pleafure that 
J embrace this opportunity of con- 
gratulating you on that humane, in- 
dependent, and truly patriotick fpiric 
jfOU fo well expreiTed in the petition 
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Ifcad theh^Tftfbrrfyrfnrttequelf^r^ 
fenting to the throne $ j ana at thtt fiirtte 
' time of amiring you, that tobth foi 
your own fake*, *nd that Of the c6ni^ 
monweahh in general, my oiily wimes 
and endeavour* have been tcl preferve 
that integrity ©f dityofirion ydti fo 
irmly displayed, t nnbta*ftd and un- 
broken * happy gentlemen 1 would it 
have been in my opinion had your 
laudable example been followed by 
every other corporation in the king- 
-dbm, we (hoald not then have been 
involved in a war the moft imjuft antl 
nneofaftitotional in itt principles, and 
ruinous in fcs tendency of anV 
to be found in the annals of this of it 
any other nation opori earth ; ft'r fo 
inaufpicuous w this war, that ottr 
very weeeffes muft deftroy us ; we are 
murdering our own people, choaking 
up the channels 6f our v own wealth, 
and thus enervated and drained, lay- 
ing ourfelves Open to tvtry cori^ 
binatkm in Europe that mould think 
proper to fallupon us.' 

Our cofrefpondent at the fame Arte 
obferves, that the conduct of that 
corporation On this occafiori was ttfe 
more meritorious, that neither the 
example of other boroughs, net' <ctiy 
diftant, nor ; the" influence of fbnte 
great men in tneir neighbourhood, ndr 
even the abfolute refufal of their own 
repreftntative^ were able to awi, 
daunt, or fwerve them from what 
they thought ana* rertttf be their indff- 
pen fable duty. 

Whitehall) itpt, \§* The foHowirig 
letter* from Vice-Admiral Lord Vif 
count Howe, arid -General H6w£ 'to 
Lord George Germame, brought by 
the Sandwich packet from Staten 
Jfland to Falmouth rn 37 : days, were, 
this day received. 

C$ft Sfa Utihr from Fnr Admiral Lord 
: ViJHtiki Ho-tbe td L6rd George Oer- 
jidine, dated Eagie } ojfSraten JJlan^ M 
' M* n, 177*6; 

My 
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My Lord, 
... Conceiving it of the ntmpft «n» 
jpprtance, in purfuit of the object of 
the fpecial commuTion wjth which I 
iiad the honour to I?e charged by his 
^lajefty, that tfie colonies in re? 
feellion mould have the earlieft in- 
formation of his Majefty's moft gra - 
cious intentions with refoe£t to the 
xeftorarion of peace, and the granting 
of pardons to fuch of his Majefty^ 
fubjefts as, by a fpeedy return to 
their allegiance, might deferve the 
royal mercy ; I thought proper, in 
the courfe of my voyage, to prepare 
a declaration to that effect, together 
with a circular letter addreffed to the 
governors, or, in their abfence, the 
lieutenant governors or chief ma- 
giftrates, of the refpe&ive colonies; 
copies of which I have the honour to 
inclofe to your lordfhip, No. I and 2. 

I had ljctlc ejpe&ation that thefe 
letters and declaration would reach 
the hands of his Majefty's governors — 
xny object was, that they fhould be 
circulated as much as jpoffibte through- 
oat the provinces ; and I hoped to 
have fc/rtnd^m opportunity of landing 
them <bon aftV the time of their date, 
by means of fbme vefTel I might meet 
, with upon the; cpails ; but no oppor- 
tunity offered till I arrived off tjie 
harbour ofNew-Yqrk on the 12th of 
Jail month, when I difpatched the firft 
lieutenant of the Eagle to Amboy, 
with thofe intended tor the colonies 
to the fouthward of New-York, di- 
recting him to deliver them to any 
, perfon who might appear in autho- 
rity, and to qefire they might be 
forwarded by the poft. 

The inclofed .printed paper, No. 3, 
which came accidentally to my hanri>, 
will inform your Jordmip of the re- 
folution of the General Congrefs, 
upon their receipt of the above-men- 
tioned packets, which it feems were 
tranfmitted by Mr. (called General) 
Merrier, the commanding officer at 
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Amboy, to Mr. Washington at Netf^ 
York, and by bi» to the oongreTs. 

Capt. Burnaby, in the Menin floop, 
was charged with the packets for 
the colonies of MafTachufett's B,ay» 
Rhode - Iijan4, Connecticut, and 
New-Hampfhire, and directed to 
land them at Rhode-Ifland, On the 
28th of laft month he returned, witfi 
a letter to me from Mr. Cooke, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of my letttr 
and declaration, and acquainting me 
that he had communicated them to 
* the General Aflembly of that ftate/ 
then fitting at Newport, who would 
tranfmit copies of thorn to ' the moft 
honourable the Qeneral Congrefs of 
the United States of America, to 
whom every application ought to be 
addrefled, and mull be referred.* A 
copy of Mr. Cooke's letter tome is 
inclofed, No 4. 

As the ifluing the abovementioned 
letters and declaration is the only 
meafure I judged neceflary to take 
before I could have a conference with 
General Howe, 1 have nothing fur- 
ther to add in this feparate difpatch, 
but my hopes of being informed by 
your lordfhip, that my conduct is 
honoured with his Majefty's approba- 
tion* I have the honour to be, &c. 
Howe* 
Copies of the papers number f , 
2, 3; referred to in the above 
letter, are inferted in p, 28)?, 
and 289. 
Copy of the paper numbered 4, re- 
ferred to in the above letter. 
Rhode IJIand, Providence Plantations 9 
Newport, July 21, 1776. • 
My Lord, 
I an favoured with your lordmip's 
letter of the 20th of June laft, m- 
clofing your declaration. I have 
communicated them to the General 
Aflembly of this (late now fitting 
here; and, at their requeft, inform 
your lordfhip, that they will tranf- 
mit copies of them to the moft Hoiu 
Y y z th* 
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die General Congrcfe of the United Camp at NtivitHm, Ltrglfiaud+Stpt * 



"States of America, to whom every 

application te^efling the difputes 

'between the-faid ftates and Great 

'Britain ought to be addrefled, and 

: Tnttft be referred. 

I have the honour to be, with 
■' great efleem and refpect, toy lord, 
your Ibrdftiip's moft obedient, humble 
'fervant, ' ; Nich. Cooke. 

(Addreffed) on the public iervice* 

■ To his Excellency Lord Vifcount 

; Howe, Admiral of his Britannick 

Majefty'a fleet, &c. on board the 

Eagle, Rhode-Iiland and Providence 

Plantations, Nich. Cooke. 

• 'Copy of a litter from General Howe to 
! Lord George Germaine, dated bead 

'■ quarters, Statin ijlaxd, Aug. 15, 

" fc l 77 6 - 

My Lord, 

I have the honour to acknowledge 

thereceipt of your lordfhip's difpatches 

on the 1 ith and 12th of June, by the 

Halifax packet arriving here the 

iithinftant. 

* On the 12th the two fleets under 
"convoy of Commodore Hotham, and 

the Repnlfe, met off this harbour, 

- and came in together; the guards 
'and Heflians on board are reported to 

be Very healthy. The camp equipage 
is alfo' come, and no time will be 

- loft in proceeding upon the operations 
of the campaign. 

iord Dunmore and Lord William 
Campbell arrived yefterday from the 
ibathward, with Sir Peter Parker; 
being anxious to fend off this packet, 
^ I defer being more particular' until 
the • next departure, I have the 
Ironour to be, &c. 
''■' *• ■ " Will. Howe* 

* ' ; Wbe London Gazette Extraordinary* 

Whitehall, Ofi. 10. J776- This 

»"■ -rnbrning Major Cuyler, firft aid de 

camp to the Hon, Genera! Howe, 

'* '"arrived with the following letter from 

'^General Lord Howe, to Lord George 

4 'Germaine, 



3> *7^ v 
My Lord* 
On the 22d of laft month, in the 
morning, the »Britim, with Colonel 
Donop's corps of chaneurs and Hef- 
fian grenadiers, difembarked near 
Utrecht on Long Ifland without op- 
pofition, the whole being landed, with 
forty pieces of cannon, in two hours 
and a half, under the direction of 
Commodore Hotham ; Lieutenant- 
General Clinton commanding the firft 
divifion of the troops. 

The enemy had only fmall parties 
on the coaft, who, upon the approach 
of the boats, retired to the woody 
heights, commanding a principal 
pals on the road from Flat-bufh to 
their works at Brooklyn. Lord Corn- 
wallis was immediately detached to 
Flat-bufh with the referve, two bat- 
talions of light infantry, and Colonel 
Donop's corps, with fix field-pieces, 
having orders not to rifle an attack 
upon the pafs, if he fhould find it 
occupied ; which proving to be the 
cafe, his Lordfhjp took poft in the 
village, and the army extended from 
the ferry at the Narrows, through 
Utrecht and Gravefend, to the village 
of Flat-land, 

On the 25th, Lieutenant-General 
de Heifter, with two brigades of -Hef- 
fians from Staten-Ifland, joined the 
army, leaving one brigade of his 
troops, a detachment of the 14th re- 
giment from Virginia, fame convales- 
cents and recruits, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Dal- 
rymple, for thefecurity of that ifland. 
On the 26th, Lieutenant-General 
de Heiller took poft at Flat-bufh, and 
in the evening, Lord Comwallis with 
the Britiih drew off to Flat-land. — 
About nine o'clock the fame night, 
the van of the army, commanded by 
Lieutenant-General Clinton, con- 
fining of the light dragoons and bri- 
gade of light infantry, the referve, 
under the command of Lord Corn- 

'waliisj 
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%utllis* excepting the 4id regiment, lines* Upon diicorserirtg the inardrof 



which was pofted to the left of the 
Heifians, the firit brigade, and the 
71A regiment, with fourteen iield- 
pieces, began to move from Flat-land, 
sterols the country through the new 
Jjota, to feize a pafs in the heights, 
extending from eaft to weft, along the 
middle of the illand, and about three 
miles from Bedford, on the road to 
Jamaica, in order to turn the enemy's 
left, pofted at Flat-bufh. 

Jug* 27th. General Clinton being 
arrived within half a mile of the pals 
about two hours before day-break, 
halted, and fettled his difpofition for 
■the attack: one of his patrols, falling 
in with a patrol of the enemy's offi- 
cers, took them; and the General 
learning from thek information that 
the rebels had not occupied the pafs, 
detached a battalion of light infantry 
tofecure it, and advancing with his 
corps upon the £rit appearance of 
day^ pollened himfelf of the heights, 
with fuch a difpofition as mult have 
enfured fucceis, had he found the ene- 
my in force to pppofe him. 

The main body of the army, con- 
fining of the guards, zd, 3d, and 5th 
brigades, with ten field-pieces, led 
by Lord Percy, marched foon after 
General Clinton,, and halted an hour 
before day in his rear. This column 
(the country not admitting of two 
columns of march) was followed by 
the 49th regiment, with four medium 
twelve pounders, and the baggage 
- clofed the rear with feparate guard. 

As foon as thefe corps had puffed 
the heights, they halted for the fol- 
diers to take a little refrefhment, af- 
ter which the march was continued, 
and about half an hour pail eight 
< o'clock, having got to Bedford, in the 
rear, of the enemy's left, the attack 
. was commenced by the light infan- 
try and light dragoons upon large bo- 
dies of the rebels, having cannon, 
who were quitting the woody heights 
. .■before-mentioned to return to their 



the army; miread of whick they,wire* 
drove back, and the army &11 mov- 
ing on to gain the enemy's xear, she 
grenadiers and 33d regiment beingin 
front of the column, foon approached 
within mufquet-ihot of the enemy's 
lines jU Brooklyn, from whenoe thefe 
battalions, without regarding the are 
of cannon and fmall arms upon them, 
porfued numbers of the rebels that 
were retiring from the heights* f« 
clofe to their principal xedonbt, and 
with foch eagernefs. to attack it by 
{lorm, that it required repeated or- 
ders to prevail upon them to deiift 
from the attempt* Had they been 
permitted to go on, it is my opinion 
they would have carried .the redoubt; 
but as it was apparent the lines mu& 
have been ours at a very cheap rate 
•by regular approaches, I would not 
nOfc the lofs that might have been fuf- 
tained in the aflault, and ordered 
them back to a hpUow way, in the 
front of the works, out of the reach of 
mufquetry. 

Lieutenant-General de Heifter be- 
gan foon after day-break to canno- 
nade the enemy in the front, and 
upon the approach of our right, or- 
dered Colonel Donop's corps to ad- 
vance to the attack of the hill, fol- 
lowing himfelf at the head of the bri- 
gades. The light infantry about that 
time having been reinforced by the 
light company, the grenadier com- 
pany, and two other companies of the 
guards, who joined them with the 
greatefl activity and fpirit, had taken 
three pieces of cannon, and rweTe 
warmly engaged with very fuperior 
numbers in the woods, when* on the 
Heflians advancing, the enemy gave 
way, and was intirely routed in that 
quarter. 

On the left, Major General Grant 
having the fourth and fixta brigades, 
the 42d regiment, and two compa- 
nies of New-York Provincial^, raifqd 
by Governor Tryon in the fprine, 
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advanced along the coafr, wit& teii 
piece* elf curtoon, to divert tfce ene- 
my*s attention from tkeir left. About 
midnight he 4ell in with their ad* 
vaaoetv- partks, and at day-break 
with .v« large corps, having- cannon, 
andadvantageoufly pofted, with whom 
tfeext was tfnrmiming and a lan&o- 
nade for feme hoars, until by -the fir- 
ing at Brooklyn, the rebel* ntfpecling 
their retreat would be cut off, made a 
movement to the right in order to fe- 
cure it acrofe a fwamp and creek, that 
Covered the right of their works ; but 
being met in their way by a part of 
the 2d grenadiers, who were foon 
after fbpponed by the 71ft regiment, 
and General Grant's left coming up, 
they faffered confiderably : numbers 
of them, however, did get into the 
morafs, where many were furTocaied 
or drowned. • 

The fores- of the enemy detached 
from the lines where General Put- 
nam commanded, was not le&, from 
the belt accounts I have had, than 
10,000 men, who were under the or- 
ders of Major-General Sullivan, Bri- 
gadier-Generals Lord Stirling and 
Udell. Their lofs is computed to be 
about 3300 killed, woundedy prifo- 
ners, and drowned ; with five field- 
pieces, and -one Howitzer taken. — 
A return of the prifoners is enclofed. 

On the part of the King's troops. 
five officers, and fifty-fix non-com- 
mifltoned officers, and rank and file 
killed ; twdve officers, and 24.5 
n©n-commiffioned officers, and rank 
and file wounded : one officer and 
twenty* grenadiers of the marines 
taken by miftaking the enemy for the 
Hefiians. 

1 The Heffians had two privates 
kttiedy three officers, and twentyTthree 
rank and file wounded. The wounds 
a*e in general very flight. Lieute- 
nant Golonel Mouckton is fliot thtV 
the body, but there are -the greateft 
hopes of his secotery. • 



The behaviour of both officers and 
ftridfcrs, feitifh' -and iHeffiansv <wai 
highly to their konouft More deter- 
mined courage an dAeadmefs in traops 
have never been experienced, or a 
greater ardor to diifcnguifli themfelves^ 
as all thofe who had an opportunity- 
have amply evinced by their a&ionsv 

In the evening of the 27th, the 
army encamped in front of the ene- 
my's works. On the 28th, at night f 
broke ground 600 yards diftant from 
a redoubt upon their left, and on the 
29th at night, the rebels evacuated 
their intrenchments, and' Redhook, 
with the utmoft filence, and quitted 
Governor's I Hand the following eve- 
ning, leaving their cannon and a 
quantity of (lores, in all their works. 
At day-break on the 30th, their 
flight was difcovered, the picquets of 
the line took poffeffion ; and thofe 
moft advanced reached the more op- 
pofite to New- York, as their rear 
guard was going over, and fired feme 
mot among them. 

The enemy is ftill in poflfcffion of 
the town and ifland of New- York, in 
force, and making demonftration of 
oppoflng us in their works on both 
fides of King's Bridge. 

The' Inhabitants of this ifland, ma- 
ny of whom had been forced into 
rebellion, have all fubmitted and are 
ready to take the oaths of allegiance. 

This difoatch will be delivered to 
your Lordfhip. by Major Cuyler, my 
firftaid de camp, who I truft will be 
able to give your Lordfhip fuch fur- 
ther information as may be required. 
I have the honour to be, &c. - 
Will. Howe. 

P. S. I have omitted to take notice 
in its proper place, of a movement 
made by the King's {hips, towards the 
town, on the 27th, at day-break, 
with a view of drawing off the atten- 
tion of the enemy from our real de- 
fign, which, I believe, effectually an- 
swered the intended purpoft. 
- - - ;Rttvrp 
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SUturn of thf >ptifi*m JAfan on Long 

COMMISSIONS* GrSlCEKS, 

Three ( <5entfkls. 
Major-General Sullivan 
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K. B. Niat officers aad fifty aight 
privates, of the above wounded. 
}o». I»oRiNOvCommH*. ofprifoaei** 
Bat*™ efhrafs and iron ordnapct iakm 

from the enemy , . wr tb$ en ga g ement , on. 



^rigadier-GeneralLord SteHing ' ^ *?'* ^i xpfpmodAm* 

v^A\„r,»*AY*V*™»r\. i ! >**'**** 4tffer$U rt&ubts en, Lto£ 



Brigadier-General ; Ud en 

Three Colonels. 
"Pennfylvania rifle regiment 
Pennfylvania mufqueteers 
New, Jerfey militia — 

■ ,. / W Lieutenant-Colonels. 
Pennfylvania rifle regiment 
Pennfylvania militia — — 
jjth Continental regiment 

Three tyajors. 
FennTylvania militia 



17 th Continental regiment 
.224 Ditto ^ — ^ — 

Eighteen Captains* 
Pennfylvania rifle regiment 

Pennfylvania mufketeers . - 
pennfylvania militia 



*— ■ 2 



1 7th Continental regiment, — 
Train of artillery , \. 
Maryland Provincial? t . ■ • ■ .» 
.„,.; forty-three Lieutenants*.. 
Provin cial • rifle regimen t . r— 
Pennfylvania mufketeers *— • 
.Pennfylvania militia 



4 

5 
4 

1 



11 

1 
6 
6 



17 th Continental regiment ■ 
Delaware battalion -r-i — ^r 2 
1 ft oattalion New York Continental 5 
ixth battalion Continental ,1 

N^w Jerfey militia ,^'„; 1 

1 ft battalion Maryland independents 2 
JLong Ifland militia *-— — • t 2 
'Train of artillery y» > ■ ., s r i 
Maryland Provincials ^ — ^— 5 

Eleven Enjigns. 
Pennfylvania mufketeers — 4 
17 th Continental regiment 5 

Maryland provincials — i , 2 

Staff. 

Adjutant ■ ' 1 

Surgeons , ■ ■ . 3 

Volunteers « , 2 

Privates ■ , ■ ... j©o6 



Total 



1097 



differpu Ytehmts on, 1*61% 
JJland and Governorb Ifland. r ■> 
- Gamp»dt<N*u*tov)n t Sqpt±$> 17765- 
Brass, 0*dmanc£, tetkeni-in -the en* 

gagement %ph jinfufi, 1776. 
' i-hvt and half-inch howitzer ; 4 
fix pounders ; 1 three pounder. Total 
of brnfrordnaflcej 6. * 
Iron Okds as ce, found in tht d^ 
. fmntfoHs on Long Jfimd end Go* 
<uerno? s IJland. .** > 

6 thirty- two pounders ; «ne twen-i 
ty-fbur potfnder ; 4 oighteen poun- 
ders- j 2 twelve pounders j xnino 
pounders; 8 fix pounders? 3 throe 
pounders. Total of iron > ©rdaance, 
26. 

A quantity of mot, ihells, ammn-* 

nition, intrenching tools^ fmall arms, 

a atahber of long pikes> ammunition 

carts, and many other articles notmt 

£re&at afeerttinod. 

Signed, 

W. Howe* Commawder in Chief* 

Return of the killed, wounded, and 

miffing, tftbe following corps, Aug* 

*7* 1776. 

Firft battalion of Kgfet infantry- 
4 rank and file, killed. 2 ferjeants, 
1 drummer, 21 rank and file, wound- 
ed. 1 rank and file, miffing. . 

Second ditto. 4 ra&k and file, 

killed. 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 1 

ferjeaat, 17 rank and£Je f wounded. 

3d ditto. 3 rank and file, killed, 

6 rank and file, wounded. 

1 ft battalion of gremtdiersi 1 
j rank and file, killed. 4 rankand 
file, wounded. 

2d ditto. 2 captains, 1 ferjeant, 
9 rank and £le, killed. 1 lko> 
tenant-colonel, 1 captain, />*jj 
^ I lieutenants, 1 drummer, 3 2 rank 
^ j and file, wounded* t lieutenant, 
1 ferjeant, 20 rank and file, 



> 

* . 

CO " 



^miffi: 



ng. 



3d ditto. 
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rank and file, 



) 



mi 



'3d ditto 
wounded. 

4th ditto, ^ 1 rank and file, 
killed. 1 femant, 1 1 rank and 
file, wounded. 1 rank and file, 
miffing. 

33<T regiment. 4 rank and 
file, wounded, 

42d regiment. 1 lieutenant, 
^9 rank and file, wounded. 
Firft Brigade. 
^tn regiment. None killed, wonnd- 
ed, or miffing, 

15th ditto. 2 rank and file, 
wounded* 

27th ditto* None killed, wound- 
ed, or miffing. 
45 th ditto. t Ditto. 

Second Brigade, 
5th regiment. None killed, woond- 
«t. or miffing. 

28th ditto. Ditto. 
35 th ditto. Ditto. 
49th ditto. Ditto. 

Vhird Jlrigade. 
10th regimen t. None killed, 
wounded, or miffing. 

37th ditto. 1 . rank and file 
wounded. 

3'Sth ditto. 
wounded. 
- 5 ad ditto. 1 
7 rank and file 
snd file miffing. 

Fourth Brigade. 
17th regiment. 1 captain, 2 rank 
and file, killed. 1 lieutenant, 1 
ferjeant, 19 rank and file, wounded. 
40th ditto. 1 lieutenant-colonel, 
1 rank and file killed. 5 rank and file 
wounded. 

46th ditto. 4 rank and file 
wounded. 

5-5 th ditto. 1 rank and file killed, 
3^rank and file wounded. 
jv Fifth Brigade* 
22d regiment. 1 rank and file 
killed. 1 rank and file wounded. 
43d ditto* 1 rank and file killed, 
54th ditto. None killed, wound- 
td, or miffing. 
6$& ditto, ditto 



3 rank and file 

rank and file killed, 
wounded. 1 rank 



Sixth Brigade. 

23d regiment, 1 ferjeant, 6 ranfr 
and file, killed. 1 captain, 1 ferjeant, 
26 rank and file, wounded. 

44th ditto. 10 rank and file, 
killed. 1 lieutenant, 1 ferjeant, ij 
rank'and file, wounded. 

57 th ditto. 1 rank and file killed. 

64th ditto. None killed, wound- 
ed, or miffing. 

Seventh Brigade. 

71ft regiment, 3 rank and file 
killed. 2 ferjeants, 9 rank and file 
wounded. 6 rank and file miffing. 
New-Tork Companies* 

4 rank and file killed. 2 ferjeants, 

I drummer, 1 4 rank and file 
wounded. 

Royal Artillery. 
" 1 lieutenant, 1 ferjeant killed. 5 
rank and file wounded. 

Total. 1 lieutenant-colonel, 3 
captains, 1 lieutenant, 3 ferjeants, 
53 rank and file killed. 1 lieutenant- 
colonel, 3 captains, 8 ^lieutenants, 

II ferjeants, 3 drummers, 231 raitk 
and file wounded. 1 lieutenant, 1 
ferjeant, 29 rank and file miffing. 
Lift of Officers killed, wounded an\d 

miffing. 

Killed. * Captain Sir Alexander 
Murray, 17th regiment. 

Lieutenant-Col. Grant, 40th ditto. 

Captain Nelfon, 5 2d ditto. 

Capt, Logan, 2d regiment marine?. 

Second Lieutenant Lovell A royal 
artillery. 

Wounded. Lieutenant Morgan, 
17 th regiment. 

Captain Grove, 23d ditto. 

Lieutenant Crammond, £2d ditto 

LieutenanXMair, 43d ditto. 

Lieutenant \yeir, of ditto. 

Captain Brown, 44th ditto. 

Captain Kennedy, of ditto. 

Lieut&nant Brown, of ditto, 

Lieutenant-Col. Monckton, 45th 
ditto. 

Lieutenant Powell, 49th ditto. 

Lieutenant Addifon, 52d ditto. 

Lieutenant Nugent, ift regiment 
marines. 

Miffing, 
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Miffing. Lieutenant Ragg, 
regiment Marines, prifoner, 
Hejjian Troops. 
2 rank and file killed ; 23 rank 
and file wounded. . , . 

Major Paoli, Captain O'Reilly, 
Lieutenant Donop, wounded. 

W. Howe, Commander in Chief. 
Admiralty -Office , Ocl. 10, 1 776. 
Ext raft of a letter from Lord Vifconnt 
Howe, Vice- Admiral of the White, 
and Commander in Chief of his 
Majefty* s jhips and <veffels in North 
America, to Mr. Stephens, dated on 
hoard the Ragle, off BedIo<uf s I/Iaxd, 
New-Fork, the $ijl of AuguJI, 1 776. 
On the 19th inftant, Captain Par- 
ker in the Phoenix, with the Rofe, 
Captain Wallace, and Tryal armed 
fchooner, Lieutenant Brown, taking 
advantage of a frefh eafterly wind, re- 
turned from the north river through 
the fire from the enemy's feveral 
batteries, and joined the fleet off 
Staten Ifland without any lofs. 

The fpirit and perfeverance of this 
fmall fquadron will be explained to 
their lordfhips by Captain Parker's 
journal. 

General Howe giving me notice of 
his intention to make a defence m 
Gravefend Bay on Long Ifland, on 
the morning of the 2zd the neceflary 
difpofition . was made, and feventy-" 
five flat boats, with eleven batteaux 
and two gallies, built for the occafion, 
were prepared for jhat fervice. 

The command of the whole re- 
mained with Commodore Hotham. 
The Captains Parker, Wallace, and 
Dickfon, in the Phcenix, Rofe, and 
Greyhound, with the Thunder and 
Carcafs Bombs, under the direction 
of Colonel James, were appointed to 
cover the landing. 

The flat boats, gallies, and three 
batteaux manned from the fhips of 
war, were formed into divifions com- 
manded refpettively by the Captains 
Vandeput, Mafon, Curtis, CaldwelJ, 
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2d Phipps, Caulfield, Uppleby, ano! 
Duncan, and Lieutenant Reeve of 
the Eagle. The refl of the batteaux 
w making a tenth divifion, manned ., 
from the tranfports, were under the .«■ 
conduct of Lieutenant Briftow, an i 
affiftant agent. ; ' 

Early in the morning of the 220% * 
the covering fhips took their Nations 
in Gravefend Bay. The light infantry 
with the referve to be firfl: landed, 
forming a corps together of 4000 
men, entered the boats at Staten 
Ifland the fame time. 

The tranfports in which the feveral ' 
brigades compofing the fecond de- 
barkation (about five thoufand men) 
had been before embarked, were 
moved down and mitably arranged 
without the covering fhips by eight 
o'clock. The 'firft debarkation not 
meeting with any oppofition, the 
fecond fucceeded immediately after ; 
and the other tranfports, carrying 
the reft of the troops, following the 
former in proper fucceflion. The 
whole force then deftined for this 
fervice, confifling of about 15,000 
men, was landed before noon* 

On the diligence and utility of 
Captain Bourmafter, and the other 
agents of the tranfports on that occv 
fion, too much commendation cannot 
be beftowed. 

On the 25th an additional corps 
of Heffian troops under General" 
Heifter, with their field artillery and 
baggage, were conveyed to Gravef- 
end Bay. 

Being informed the *ext day, by 
General Howe, of his intentions to 
advance with the army that night to 
the enemy's lines ; and of his wifhes 
thatfome diverfion might be attemp- 
ted by the fhips on this fide, I gave 
direction to Sir Peter Parker for pro- 
ceeding higher up in the channel to- 
wards the town of New-York next 
morning, . with the Afia, Renown, ^ 
Prefton, (Commodore Hotham em- 
%' % barked 
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larked in the Phoenix, haying been and the ebb making ftroagly do\rt| 



.left to carry on the fervice in Grave- 
fend bay) Roebuck, andkepulfe,and 
to keep thofe flaps in readineis for 
being employed as occaiion might 
require ; but the wind veering to the 
northward foon after the break of 
day, the fhips could not be moved up 
to the diftance propofed ; therefore 
when the troops under General Grant, 
fprming the left column of the army, 
were feen to be engaged with the 
enemy in the morning, the Roebuck, 
Captain Hammond, leading the de- 
tached fquadron, was the only fhip 
that could fetch high enough to the 
northward to exchange a few random 
fhot with the battery on Redhook j 



the river foon after, I ordered the iignai 
to be fhewn for the fquadron to an- 
chor. 

It was obferved that as foon as the 
centre column of the army was ken. to 
have turned the flank ef the enemy's 
line oppofed to General Grant, they 
immediately attempted to make their 
retreat within their works, but that 
they fuffered great lofs both in the 
number killed and made prifoners* 

On the night of the 29th the rebels 
abandoned all their pofts and works 
on Longlfland, and retired with gr«at 
precipitation acrofs the eail river to 
the town of New-York. 
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